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Zephaniah 3:17-20
17
The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will
rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over
you with loud singing. 18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 19Behold, at that time I will deal with
all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I
will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20At that time
I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your
fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.

What kind of FATHER is God?
Habakkuk 3:17-19
17
Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce
of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold
and there be no herd in the stalls, 18yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy
in the God of my salvation. 19GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet
like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places.

True joy doesn’t ignore the PAIN of life, it TRANSCENDS it.
1 John 3:10
10
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of
the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the
one who does not love his brother.
Galatians 4:4-7
4
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive
adoption to sonship. 6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no
longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made
you also an heir.

It’s not enough to be a SPECTATOR to joy, we were meant to
experience it TOGETHER.

