
 
 

 
 

 
Save the Giants proposes the construction of a science 

center in Yupukari Village, Region 9, Guyana, in 

collaboration with Caiman House, to provide a broader, 

more inclusive educational experience for the village youth 

and job opportunities for the community. With access to an 

advanced scientific facility, Yupukari Village and 

surrounding community members will have the unique 

opportunity to participate and lead innovative, interdisciplinary campaigns in important areas of 

scientific research and foster youth-led campaigns that will promote a deeper love for the 

natural environment.  

The science center would allow for the development of  innovative, potentially transformative, 

research and education projects with the potential for large-scale, long-term rewards. As 

partners, Save the Giants and Yupukari Village would have the capacity to host academic 

institutions, NGOs, zoological professionals, interns, and students as well as vet and lab 

technicians out of the new science center and expand the capacity for international partnerships 

across a broader range of scientific disciplines. Save the Giants envisions the science center as 

an investment in advancing discovery, innovation, and education beyond the current realm of 



possibilities. The center will offer an opportunity to expand the current scope of knowledge, thus 

empowering future generations in the fields of science 

and technology.  

The objectives for this projects are broken down into 

the following categories: scientific discovery and youth 

involvement, laboratory diagnostics and domestic pet 

clinics, technological advancement and training, and 

community development. 

 

 

Yupukari is host to an amazing 

array of scientific projects: 

Caiman Counts, Otter Surveys, 

the Giant River Turtle Project 

and annual festival, just to name a few of the remarkable achievements that should be 

promoted and acknowledged. However, it is often a huge challenge for small villages to promote 

their scientific discoveries.  The science center would provide opportunities for the expansion of 

current projects as well as support for exciting new research projects, with the promise of 

engaging a broader global audience and bringing attention to the often-overlooked scientific 

achievements of dedicated community 

members. In addition, Save the Giants is 

currently working with Rupununi Learners 

and Caiman House in the development of 

an environmental literacy (EL) intern 
program, which is set to launch in July 
2019. The EL intern will serve the village’s 

needs by assisting in the ongoing 

development and implementation of 

curriculum to engage village youth in 

activities that will promote scientific 

exploration and provide a foundation for future research. The EL intern will also focus on 

strengthening the entire community’s connection to nature, characterized by empathy for 



creatures, enjoyment of nature, and the ability to learn and ACT together through guided 

outdoor exploration.  

During our visits in 2018 and early 2019, the STG team had the opportunity to work side by side 

with the school children in the village.  Nature walks, fishing, writing pen pal letters through our 

pen pal program, and participating in a giant otter river survey were the students’ favorite 

activities!  The children also requested assistance with the re-establishment of the Rupununi 

Wildlife Club. Their main request is a reliable meeting center featuring proper outdoor 

exploration equipment, such as field guides, binoculars, and backpacks. The science center 

would serve as a multi-functional facility, 

providing a gathering space for wildlife 

club meetings and also serving as an 

extension of the current primary and 

secondary schools. Most notably, the 

center would provide a secure space for 

microscopes, exploration kits, field guides, 

journaling and art supplies, and additional 

outdoor education equipment that could 

be utilized by teachers, students, and 

wildlife club members on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

With an appropriate scientific facility, Yupukari 

village would have the unique ability to set-up a 

functional diagnostics lab to run tests on a wide 

range of biological material, including giant otter 



fecal samples, domestic pet fecals, skin and blood samples, and water quality samples, just to 

name a few.  These tests would allow for the appropriate diagnosis and effective treatment of 

the rampant domestic pet health concerns, such as skin infections, internal parasitic 

infestations, and acute disorders of the eyes and ears - just to name a few. Domestic pet health 

is directly related to human health, so by treating domestic pet sickness, we are creating a 

healthier environment for the community.  Additionally, Save the Giants is partnering with a 

dedicated group of veterinarians who wish to collaborate on our efforts to develop effective 

domestic pet health protocols to share through monthly pet wellness clinics. A trained and 

employed community member would conduct the monthly clinics, located out of the science 

center.  A small space in the science center would also be set-up for basic exams, baths, and 

quarantine needs, with the adequacy to accommodate small veterinary surgical procedures, 

such as spay and neuters.  

Likewise, Veterinarian Jorge Pena of Argentina heads up a critically important giant otter 

rewilding project and seeks to build a relationship with Yupukari Village to promote and expand 

this initiative. These are just a couple of examples of pertinent international relationships that 

would bring awareness and recognition to the village. 

 

The  science center will house lab and 

computer equipment that will be used to 

not only perform important diagnostic 

testing but serve as teaching tools to 

ensure Yupukari community members 

have the opportunity to stay up to date 

with technological advancement. The science center will host a computer and technology room 

out of the new science center and provide community members with access to software 

programs that teach them a wide-variety of skills - from word processing and data entry to 

Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping!  

 



Ultimately, the science center will serve as a multi-use space to support current and evolving 

projects, provide a central meeting place for the Rupununi Wildlife Club, and support new 

groups of researchers, students, artists, academic groups, 

and neighboring community members. The employment 

of community members as both science center aides who 

will provide support for the internship position and 

environmental interpreter guides for tourist groups will 

boost community involvement and promote job growth. To 

ensure the role of young people is emphasized, field 

guides will serve as mentors to village youth and 

emphasize the social implications and environmental 

impact of individual behavior. The actual construction of 

the science center will be carried out by local woodworkers and brick-makers.  

Save the Giants firmly believes that local people at the grassroots level must be involved in all 

decision-making on how job opportunities and tourism “products” are created and managed. To 

emphasize our transparency and dedication to community values and policies, STG board 

members attended January’s village council meeting to present on the proposed science center 

and intern program.  Both initiatives were greeted with an overwhelmingly positive response.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 


