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Results were published from Nick Fowler and Jerry 

Belant’s long-term collaboration with University of 

Massachusetts Medical School into why hibernating 

black bears don’t get blood clots. You can read the full 

paper here: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jss.2020.06.027 

 

As part of a collaborative research project investigating 

synchrony in white-tailed deer fawning periods, Todd 

Kautz and Jerry Belant, among others, had a manuscript 

accepted for publication. We will share the paper with 

you as soon as it comes out. 

 

We hope you are all staying well and enjoying the last 

bit of summer! 

    

 

 

Program Spotlight: Ken Kellner 

Ken originally joined Camp Fire Program in Wildlife 

Conservation as a Post-Doctoral Research Scientist 

whose research was focused on deer management in 

New York State. After 2 years with our program, he 

has now transitioned into our new Wildlife 

Conservation Scientist position, where he serves as a 

senior research scientist and biometrician on a wide 

range of projects and collaborations! 

 

Ken is originally from western New York and obtained 

a BS in Biology from Wheaton College (IL) and a 

Masters and PhD from Purdue University, where he 

studied plant and animal responses to forest 

management. His research interests include population 

and agent-based modeling, ecosystem responses to 

disturbance, wildlife disease, and open-source tools for 

reproducible research. You can find Ken’s personal 

website at https://kenkellner.com. 

 

 

 
 

Updates from the field and program! 
 

This month we’re wrapping up summer field work, 

publishing papers, and developing new collaborations! 

 

On Kodiak Archipelago, Alaska, PhD student Shannon 

Finnegan is continuing to monitor trail cameras deployed 

earlier this summer in berry patches. From the time-lapse 

photos, she will estimate ripening times of 5 berry species 

that are important food sources for brown bears. 

Warmer summers in recent years have caused both 

berries and salmon to be available during the same time 

period, whereas in the past berries typically ripen after 

salmon spawn. Ultimately, by pairing this data with hair 

samples collected during captures we can determine if 

brown bears are consuming more berries or salmon. 

Because berries are less energy dense, this has potential 

to impact brown bear condition entering the den. 

 

In Minnesota, Jerry joined researchers with the Grand 

Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Department of 

Biology and Environment for black bear collaring efforts. 

Using culvert traps and Aldrich foot snares, they captured 

10 black bears thus far and placed collars on 5. These 

collars are important in our ongoing collaborative study 

aimed at understanding predator-prey relations among 

wolves, black bears, moose, and white-tailed deer on the 

Grand Portage Reservation and adjacent lands. We also 

posted a Post-Doctoral Research Scientist position to 

join our program focused on this collaborative study. 

 
We have joined researchers from various national and 

state agencies based in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 

Michigan, as well as Ontario, Canada, in a collaboration 

focused on gray wolves in the Great Lakes. While there 

have been many studies on gray wolves in the region, this 

is the first collaboration of its kind focused on the overall 

regional population! 
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