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Program Spotlight: Beth Orning 

Beth is currently a postdoctoral research associate 

organizing the field efforts to characterize wolf 

introduction in Isle Royale National Park. She is also 

investigating aspects of wolf social organization and 

predator-prey dynamics during introduction on Isle 

Royale.  

 

Before joining the program, Beth received her Ph.D. 

from Oregon State University addressing carnivore 

competition questions related to changes in cougar 

predation patterns, space use, and habitat selection 

in the face of an expanding wolf population in 

northeast Oregon. For her M.S. degree (Utah State 

University), she examined the effects of predator 

removal on greater sage-grouse ecology in the 

Bighorn Basin of Wyoming.   

 

Beth hails from Iowa, where she earned her B.S. 

degree in Animal Ecology from Iowa State 

University. Her research interests largely focus on 

interspecific competition, spatial dynamics, and 

population demography of large carnivores and she 

is particularly interested in research questions 

associated with predator-prey interactions, 

competition, spatial ecology, and population 

dynamics that can directly inform management. 

 

 

 
Updates from the field and program! 
 

PhD students Hailey Boone and Nate Wehr are gearing 

up for the summer field season on Isle Royale National 

Park (MI) and the Grand Portage Reservation in 

Minnesota. They will be placing and monitoring trail 

cameras to document distributions of mammalian species, 

determining the influence of human use on trails, and 

refining population estimates for key species. They also 

will be busy assisting with cluster investigations to 

determine what wolves are doing when they stay in an 

area for an extended time. They will visit and 

systematically search these areas, which are identified 

from clusters of GPS locations, for prey remains and/or 

associated behaviour, such as bed sites.  

 

PhD students Shannon Finnegan and Sarah Schooler are 

busy planning logistics and gearing up for upcoming field 

work in the Kodiak Archipelago, Alaska.  They will 

capture and collar brown bears and elk. From the GPS 

collar data, they are examining movements and energetic 

costs across the varied landscapes of both species, as well 

as investigating space use relative to forest management. 

They will also be maintaining trail cameras to investigate 

changes in berry ripening due to warmer summers that 

are important food source for brown bears.  

 

Research scientist, Mariela Gantchoff, along with program 

co-authors Jacob Hill, Ken Kellner, Nick Fowler, and 

Tyler Petroelje, among others, had a manuscript accepted 

for publication! We will share the paper with you as soon 

as it comes out. 

 

We hope you are all staying well! 
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