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Program Spotlight: Nick Fowler 

Nick is a PhD student working on the Michigan 

Predator Prey Project, where his research focuses 

on carnivore space use and interactions relative to 

white-tailed deer survival and recruitment. Nick 

completed his M.S. in 2014 at Mississippi State in the 

Carnivore Ecology Lab investigating the relaxation of 

selective pressures in bear den behavior while 

performing his field work on the Mississippi Black 

Bear Project. He then spent 1.5 years as a Research 

Associate on the Michigan Predator Prey Project.  

 
Prior to joining the lab, he received his B.S. from the 

University of Missouri writing his undergraduate 

thesis on elevational space use of black bears in 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks while 

employed by the National Park Service. He also 

served as a research assistant in the Amphibian 

Acoustic Communication Lab, held technician 

positions working with a variety of taxa, and studied 

abroad at the University of Pretoria Centre for 

Wildlife Management in South Africa.  

 

Nick’s research interests include carnivore ecology, 

predator-prey interactions, large mammal 

conservation, and human/wildlife conflict. In his 

spare time, he enjoys hunting, backpacking, and 

mountain biking.  

 

 

 
 
Updates from the field and program! 

 

On Isle Royale National Park, Jerry along with 

collaborators from the National Park Service, Grand 

Portage Band of Chippewa, and Michigan Tech University, 

captured and fit 25 moose with GPS collars! These collars 

allow us to monitor spatial movements and survival of 

moose on the island. Additionally, we conducted an aerial 

survey to estimate the moose population on the island 

and are continuing to gear up for the summer cluster 

investigation field season!  
 

Back on campus in Syracuse, we have been busy 

developing a new course, Hunting for Sustainability, that 

we will teach during the upcoming fall semester. The 

course is focused on connecting undergraduate students 

interested in hunting, but who haven’t had the 

opportunity to resources and information surrounding 

the role of hunting as a tool for conservation. Our 

collaboration with partners from NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation and ESF Newcomb Campus 

will allow students to receive both Firearm and Bow 

Hunter Safety Certification within the course! 

 

Unfortunately, our Global Conservation Lectures has 

been cancelled for this semester as the university looks 

for opportunities to fulfil its obligation to help flatten the 

curve and reduce transmission of COVID-19. We regret 

this decision, but consider the health and safety of our 

community to be our top priority. We will be hosting 

another prominent conservation researcher on campus 

for an informative evening community lecture this fall- 

stay tuned!  
 

Yours in conservation,  
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