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Program Spotlight: Ashley Lutto 

Ashley originally joined the Camp Fire Program in 

Wildlife Conservation at SUNY ESF as a Research 

Associate on the Michigan Predator Prey Project. 

The overall goal of the project focused on the role 

of predators, winter weather, and habitat on white-

tailed deer doe and fawn survival in the Upper 

Peninsula of Michigan. In addition to the field work 

and management aspects of the project, Ashley 

engaged with local public schools and universities to 

reach K-12 and undergraduate students alike. In 

particular this provided a fantastic opportunity to 

connect younger students with research going on in 

‘their backyard’! Following the completion of field 

work on the Michigan Predator Prey Project, Ashley 

has now transitioned into Camp Fire Program in 

Wildlife Conservation’s first outreach and program 

coordinator position. Throughout this time she has 

coordinated and developed the second annual 

report, collaborated with graduate students and 

staff, and maintained and updated our social media 

platforms, among a variety of other tasks and 

challenges.  

 

While working in Michigan, Ashley received her 

Master’s degree in General Biology through a 

program geared toward education professionals. 

Prior to joining the lab, she obtained a bachelor’s 

degree in Zoology and held a variety of wildlife field 

technician positions. Her research interest focus on 

carnivore ecology and environmental education, 

with a particular interest in connecting local 

educators and students with peer-reviewed scientific 

research. In her spare time, she enjoys hiking, 

camping, kayaking, and crafting. 

 

 
 
Happy New Year! 

 

To better inform members about Camp Fire 

Conservation Fund program activities at SUNY ESF, we 

will continue to send periodic updates about projects, 

publications, and student/staff activities. 

 

Towards the end of last year, we published our second 

annual report of Camp Fire Program in Wildlife 

Conservation. This year’s report was quite a bit longer 

than the previous, including a new Outreach section, as 

we completed our first full year in operation. If you didn’t 

have a chance to read it yet, visit our website to 

download a copy. Within the report you will find detailed 

information about our current and upcoming research 

projects, recent publications and presentations, newly 

developed web-based applications, and much more! 

 

As part of our collaborative research with the National 

Park Service (NPS) to characterize the wolf restoration 

program in Isle Royale National Park, we documented 

‘group’ formation between introduced wolves. You can 

read the full NPS press release on our website under 

‘News”. Additionally, there you will find a link to the 

publicly available online tool we developed to visualize the 

wolf social interactions through home range maps. 

 

Finally, we had two new faces, Nate Wehr and Hailey 

Boone join our lab this month! Both Hailey and Nate are 

PhD students whose research will focus on predator-prey 

interactions in Isle Royale National Park and the 

surrounding Great Lakes area.  

 

Yours in conservation,  
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