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Program Spotlight: Todd Kautz 

Todd is a PhD student working on the Michigan 

Predator Prey Project, where his research focuses 

on white-tailed deer survival and recruitment 

relative to winter weather, habitat, and predators. 

He received his Master’s degree from Mississippi 

State University in the Carnivore Ecology 

Laboratory in 2016.  

 

Todd grew up on a dairy farm in New York, and 

received his Bachelor of Technology in Wildlife 

Management from SUNY Cobleskill in 2012. Prior to 

joining the lab, he worked as a technician conducting 

wetland mapping in New York, bobwhite research in 

Kentucky, and amphibian research in Wyoming. In 

his free time, Todd enjoys fly fishing, hunting, 

woodworking, and music.  
 

 

 
 
Updates from the field and program! 

 

In South Carolina, Amanda Holland, Research Associate, 

is busy placing and maintaining trail cameras on water and 

communication towers! These cameras will allow us to 

better understand roost dynamics of vultures.  

 

In Michigan, we are gearing up for the upcoming summer 

field season on Isle Royale National Park! Postdoctoral 

researcher, Beth Orning presented at Ecological 

Monitoring Framework-Monitor the Impacts of Wolf 

Introduction conference. We are in the process of hiring 

4 seasonal technicians to assist with summer wolf cluster 

investigations on the island. 

 

Additionally, we are hiring two new PhD students to 

assist with research revolving around population and 

spatial ecology of gray wolves in the western Great Lakes 

region. These students will join us in August 2020. 

 

Todd Kautz, PhD student, published a paper investigating 

white-tailed deer mortality in the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan. The paper emphasized the impacts of 

cumulative winter severity and deer condition entering 

winter on survival. Interestingly, the most important 

factor appeared to be timing of spring snowmelt!  

 

Jacob Hill, Research Scientist, published a paper 

examining North American mammal vehicle mortality 

with striking results. Over the past 50 years vehicle 

mortality increased 4-fold. This paper reiterates the need 

for mitigation measures to conserved North American 

mammal populations. 

 

Yours in conservation,  
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