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PhD student, Hailey Boone and Research Scientist, 

Beth Orning, along with the seasonal field technician 

team, are conducting cluster investigations of GPS-

collared wolves on Isle Royale National Park. Using 

the collar data, areas where wolves spend a 

significant amount of time in a small area are 

identified. These areas, called cluster sites, are 

visited by our team to investigate why the 

wolf/wolves were there. We’ve found evidence of 

predation/scavenge on moose, beaver, snowshoe 

hare, muskrat, and bird, among other unidentified 

prey remains.  

 

Research Scientist, Ken Kellner, along with program 

co-authors Jacob Hill, Mariela Gantchoff, and Jerry 

Belant, among others, published a paper investigating 

how coyotes and red fox respond to humans on a 

large scale across New York. This was a challenging 

question to address because it requires long-term 

large-scale data on species that are often rather 

cryptic. Citizen science, particularly bow hunter 

sighting logs, was the key to addressing this question! 

You can read the full open access paper here: 

https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.6567  

 

Research Associate, Stan Mwampeta, with other 

collaborators, published a paper investigating how 

mid-size nocturnal cats, that primarily feed on the 

same small mammal prey, co-occur. Researchers 

found evidence of habitat divergence (selecting 

different habitats) by studing habitat use and activity 

patterns of caracals (Caracal caracal) and servals 

(Leptailurus serval) in Serengeti National Park! You 

can read the full paper here: 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s40317-020-00206-y 

 

Research scientist, Jacob Hill, among other 

collaborators, had a manuscript investigating 

ecological factors of mammal road use accepted for 

publication! We will share the paper with you as 

soon as it comes out. 

 

We hope you are all staying well and enjoying the 

summer! 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

Updates from the field and program! 
 

This month we’re in the full swing of summer field work 

and, as always, continuing to publish research papers. 

 

Research Scientist, Tyler Petreolje deployed 300 remote 

trail cameras across Western Upper Peninsula, Michigan 

as part of U.P. Deer Movement Study. The cameras are 

used as part of a passive camera trap survey to estimate 

annual deer abundance and population composition. 

Because deer and other wildlife travel and browse along 

low-use trails created by ATV/old logging operations, 

these trails provide relatively standardized sites and 

adequate rates of deer detection to inform statistical 

models. We will return to pick up the cameras in 

October and begin analysing camera data.  

 

On Kodiak Archipelago, Alaska, PhD students Shannon 

Finnegan and Sarah Schooler assisted with Kodiak brown 

bear and Roosevelt elk captures. The research team uses 

a helicopter to aerial dart the animals. After the animal is 

immobilize the team is dropped off to conduct the 

workup and fit the GPS collar. Over a two-week period, 

the research team captured 33 brown bears (25 female, 

8 male) and 24 Roosevelt elk (16 female, 8 male) on 

Afognak Island.  On Sitkalidak Island they captured 13 

Kodiak brown bears (11 female, 2 male). Of these, all 

Roosevelk elk and 31 Kodiak brown bears were fit with 

GPS collars. The remaining brown bears were too small 

to fit with GPS collars. This collar data will be used to 

investigate space-use and energetic costs of both species 

across the varied Kodiak Archipelago landscape. 

 

PhD student, Nate Wehr is monitoring trail cameras in 

the Grand Portage Reservation in Minnesota. These 

cameras are used to document distributions species 

distributions, determine the influence of human use on 

trails, and refine population estimates for key species.  
 

and 

https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.6567
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40317-020-00206-y

