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President’s Message
by
Delbert King
The 2009 conference was excellent. It was good to see everyone again and hopefully
everyone left knowing more than they did when they arrived. On behalf of the regional
directors and the officers, I would like to thank everyone who attended and all of those
people who contributed to the conference to make it a success.
All of the officers and regional directors remain the same for 2009-2010 with the exception of Dan Wiltfang who replaced
Ivy Meeker as secretary. We all welcome Dan and look forward to having him serve the association. A special “Thank
You” to Ivy for her contribution as well.
At the conference business meeting the association voted to increase full membership dues to $75.00 per year. Associate
members will now pay $50.00 per year as well. This increase was necessary in order to offset costs which continue to go up
every year. The dues have not been increased for at least 9 years.
Your officers and regional directors met for a board meeting on Friday, August 21, 2009 in order to prepare for next year’s
conference. This will be our 25th anniversary. We are working to make it special.
Your input is always welcome. Please let us know what you would like. If it’s possible to do it, we will try to make it happen.
A work group has been established to work on the certification process. This group consists of Clare Reed, Darwin Rittgers, Dan Wiltfang, Jim Oien and myself. We would gladly welcome your suggestions for this very worthwhile project.
If you know of possible donors for door prizes and give-a-ways, please contact a board member. We can use all the help we
can get.
We have set our 2009/2010 goals for at least a 10% increase in membership and conference attendance. We were successful last year and are hoping to do it again. If you know of PI’s or security people who do not belong, encourage them to
join. The larger we are, the stronger we are.

In closing, thanks again for your support.
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Advertising
Published Quarterly: December, March, June & September.
Business Card Size…….$25
Quarter Page……...……$50
Half Page………...…….$100
Full Page……………….$190
Web Advertising……….$400

per issue
per issue
per issue
per issue
per year

Pay for 3 issues and receive the 4th issue free.
Contact the Editor for information.

Any advertising submitted shall include, in advance of publication, the appropriate fee as well as camera-ready
artwork. All advertisements and claims made in such advertisements are the sole responsibility of the advertisers.
The Newsletter welcomes submitted articles, notices and other information of interest to private investigators for
publication. The items published in this Newsletter and opinions herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Iowa Association of Private Investigators. The IAPI reserves the right to edit, or strike any submitted article or
advertisement which it deems inappropriate.
The IAPI Newsletter is published quarterly by the Iowa Association of Private Investigators. Please make checks
payable to IAPI and send all inquires, articles and related informational materials to: Jeff Marlin, Editor, IAPI
Newsletter, PO Box 11183, Cedar Rapids, IA 52410 or email jmarlin@marlinsspecialinvestigations.com
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2009 IAPI Speakers & Vendors

Urbandale Mayor
Bob Andeweg

Assistant Director DCI
Jim Saunders

Iowa National Guard

Terry Duncan - Speaker

Jimmie Mesis - Speaker

Karen Duncan - Speaker
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Mike Burke - Speaker

Rebecca Roberts - IRBsearch
Speaker

Vicki Boser - Speaker

Dennis Carr - Speaker

Central States Fire - Vendor

PI Magazine/PI Gear - Vendor
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Yergey Insurance - Vendor

IRBsearch - Vendor

Iowa Interactive - Vendor

Costco - Vendor

Jimmie Mesis - Banquet Speaker
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Jeff Marlin - Luncheon Speaker

Carolyn Rittgers—Registration Volunteer

Suzanne Boyde - Registration Volunteer

Kayla Richardson - Therapeutic
Massage - Vendor
IAPI President - Delbert King
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IAPI would like to sincerely thank those businesses and individuals
who contributed door prizes. They are as follows:
Jimmie Mesis, IRB search, Costco, Perkins, Des Moines Convention
Bureau, Holiday Inn, Hy-Vee, Per-Mar Security, Coca Cola, Iowa
Beverage Systems, King & Associates, Eye For An Eye Investigations,
Investigations by Ivy, Boyan PI & Process Service, Reed Investigations, Accudata Professional Investigations, DER & Associates and
Aaron Private Investigation Group.
We would also like to thank those individuals not on the IAPI Board
who contributed their time to make the conference run so smoothly:
The Iowa National Guard, Jimmie Mesis, Terry & Karen Duncan,
Vicki Boser, Dennis Carr, Michael Burke, Jeff Marlin, Deb Marlin,
Karen Reed and Carolyn Rittgers.

The Iowa Association of Private
Investigators will be celebrating its
25th Anniversary at the IAPI Annual
Conference held in Des Moines on
July 22nd & 23rd, 2010.
Make plans on attending this special event next year.
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MERLIN LAUNCHES UPGRADED WEBSITE
New Look & Multi-Database Search Tool
KALISPELL, MT – July 13, 2009 – Eighteen years after its inception, the mythical wizard associated with
the Merlin brand gave way to a more updated technological image. Showcasing the new image, the redesigned website improves the customer experience, offers advanced search capabilities, and supports other
company initiatives such as the Merlin Partner Program.
MerLink – Multi-Database Search Tool
As part of the enhanced website, Merlin unveiled MerLink – a new multi-database search tool for faster and
improved search results. MerLink makes it easy for customers to search several databases at once. Now, with
just a few keystrokes, customers are able to search more databases without redundant data entry.
MerLink includes searches into national credit headers, national white pages data, national assets, and a variety of current and historical California databases. Like other Merlin databases, customers will still be able to
“dig deeper” from the MerLink results by using a secondary menu to search further into individual specialty
databases.
Several Merlin customers were asked to participate in a focus group to help Merlin’s design team with MerLink. “We get our best product ideas from our own customers,” says Mike Dores, Merlin’s founder and
President. “We’ve learned over the years to really listen to our customers – we know our focus for new development should always be driven by our customers’ needs.”
For more information about Merlin Information Services, visit Merlin’s website at www.merlindata.com or
call (800) 367-6646.

IRBsearch News
Link ID -- Delivering unmatched speed, intelligence, and information so you can identify, analyze, and
locate your desired subjects
Link ID is an advanced technology found only in the Advanced Person Search. Link ID reduces the need
for costly and extensive searches; through its highly developed ability to efficiently and securely analyze
seemingly unrelated pieces of data, it can quickly identify and connect relevant, insightful information. Whether you're searching for a deceased individual or a foreign national without a Social Security
Number, the result is a comprehensive picture of your subject, leading to more accurate, timely and informed decisions.
When you run an Advanced Person Search, an individual's unique Link ID number is returned in the results. By running another Advanced Person Search using only the Link ID, you will gain: a more precise
and current view of your subject, an extensive history and known associations and fast, optimum results.
Available now, a subject's unique Link ID number is provided at no additional cost. Regular rates apply
when running a Link ID in the Advanced Person Search.
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Attorneys and Officers Rely on PIs
Posted by PInow.com Staff/June 9th, 2009

ORLANDO, FL - Orlando attorneys, quoted in a recent Orlando Sentinel article, noted how important PIs
are in the justice system. According to the attorneys interviewed, the thousands of PIs in Florida help the
defense in cases where the prosecution is relying on information gathered by law enforcement authorities.
PIs have access to information and technology that helps attorneys crack cases and gather evidence. PI
James Copenhaver, interviewed for the article, points out that social networking sites are among his favorite tools.

Online Dating Checks By Qualified PIs are Important
Posted by PInow.com Staff/June 9th, 2009

PANAMA CITY, FL - Following a high-profile case involving Philip Markoff, a man who allegedly shot a
woman he met online through Craigslist, PIs and experts are warning that online dating can be dangerous.
Today, there are online dating sites, social networking sites and sites such as Craigslist, where people can
put up ads to meet people. While all these sites allow for online dating and can help people meet someone
new, experts and PIs caution that these sites also invite predators and liars. The Safer Online Dating Alliance points out that many sites find background checks to be unpractical or unwarranted, even though
many online sites may be harboring dangerous offenders. MySpace had to remove 90,000 accounts after it
was revealed that the sites belonged to registered sex offenders. PIs report that they are being asked to run
background checks on people met online. Often, PIs are able to reveal an online date’s real name as well as
any possible criminal background.

PI Found Guilty of Forgery
Posted by PInow.com Staff/August 13th, 2009

FAYETTEVILLE, NC – PI Paul Edward Moody Sr. has pleaded guilty to forgery and has been sentenced
to house arrest for three months. The PI forged a veteran’s signature in order to obtain records belonging to
the veteran. Moody will have to pay a $3,000 fine and will be under supervised release for three years after
his house arrest.

PI Investigates Murder
Posted by PInow.com Staff/July 16th, 2009

CARTHAGE, MISSOURI – The Jasper County Sheriff’s Department had been investigating the deaths of
Robert and Ellen Sheldon when the couple’s family decided to hire PIs to assist in the investigation. PDI
Investigations were hired after the family felt the investigation was taking too long and not producing any
answers. After the PIs were hired, two men, Darren J. Winans and Matthew D. Laurin, were arrested and
charged in the murders.
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PIs Uncover Problems with Firefighter Sick Leave Claims
Posted by PInow.com Staff/July 16th, 2009

HAVERHILL, MASSACHUSETTS – PIs hired by a local mayor found that firefighters were engaged in
physical activities on days they reported sick. Last year, local firefighters called in sick three times as often
as local police officers, spurring questions about possible overuse of sick time. The mayor paid $13,000 for
a private investigation into the matter. The four firefighters, while supposedly ill, have allegedly been
caught on video carrying furniture and performing other physical tasks, are now currently suspended.

Online Missing Persons Search to Help PIs
Posted by PInow.com Staff/August 27th, 2009

CHICAGO, IL – Chicago graduate student David Gimelfarb has gone missing in a remote area of Costa
Rica. Rescue crews are searching for the student, but in the meantime friends have established a Facebook
page to help bring Gimelfarb home. So far, more than 1,100 have looked at the page, which aims to raise
money, amass clues and help and pressure US officials to add resources to the search. PIs agree that social
networking sites such as Twitter, Facebook and MySpace can help in a missing persons case, although
many note that such resources tend to be underused. Experts estimate that there are hundreds of social networking pages devoted to missing persons. Gimelfarb’s friends and family say that the social networking
page has already been instrumental in pressuring the U.S. Embassy in Costa Rica to send U.S. military helicopters with infrared sensors to look for the student.

Technology is Not a Cheater’s Friend
Posted by PInow.com Staff/July 1st, 2009

PITTSBURGH, PA - PIs at Empire Investigation find that they are increasingly using technology to catch
cheating spouses. Other PIs agree: while in the past a cheating spouse case meant hours of surveillance, today it often means Web camera conversations, cell phone calls, hidden cameras, e-mails, text messaging,
GPS devices and other technology. PIs like technology because it often leaves a trail, so a cheater’s own
voice mail, phone messages and other communications will allow PIs to find evidence left by the cheater
themselves. In addition, technology allows PIs to find evidence of cheating without surveillance and the
risk of personal contact, which can be risky.

PI Duo Found Guilty and Sentenced to Jail
Posted by PInow.com Staff/August 20th, 2009

BELFAIR, WA – PI duo Emilio and Brandy Torrella have been found guilty of using illegal means to find
out personal information about people. They have been sentenced to six months in jail and two years of probation. Allegedly, employees hired by the Torrella business, BNT Investigations, claimed to be the individuals they were investigating when they called government agencies. By making these false claims, they
were able to get personal information about their targets from the government agencies.

- 13 -

IAPI is pleased to welcome these new
members to our Association
Daniel & Sherry Kiskunas (Full Members)
Kiskunas Private Investigations & Process Serving LLC
1322 Scott Avenue
Waterloo, IA 50701
319-287-5176
kiskunasprivateinvestigations@yahoo.com
Thomas Venturini (Full Member)
Private Eyesz
1001 Office Park Road, Suite 105
West Des Moines, IA 50265
515-778-9132
contact@privateeyesz.com
www.privateeyesz.com

Jan Kidwell (Full Member)
Kidwell Investigations
1700 1st Ave S Suite 21
Iowa City, IA 52240
319/270-7650
kidwellinvestigations@yahoo.com
www.kidwellinvestigations.com

Jeffrey L Miller (Full Member)
LBJ Investigations Inc.
705 Douglas St STE 627
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-255-5530
info@lbjinvestigations.com
www.lbjinvestigations.com

Jon B. Hittle (Associate Member)
Executive Services of South Dakota
P.O. Box 7043
Yankton, SD 57058
877/621-4118
jhittle@executive-services.org
www.executive-services.org

George O'Donnell (Full Member)
GRO & Associates
PO Box 1118
Marion, IA 52302
319-350-6586
george.odonnell@mchsi.com

EW Williams (Full Member)
EW Williams Private Investigative Agency
102 S. Ferry St.
Ottumwa, IA 52501
641/680-0597

- 14 -

- 15 -

