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The mission of Mianus River Gorge, an independent, not-for-profit organization, is to preserve, protect and promote appreciation 
of the natural heritage of the Mianus River Watershed through land acquisition and conservation, 

scientific research, and public education throughout the region.
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 Riparian Corridor Restoration  
Riparian zones are the areas along rivers, streams, lakes, and ponds that form the 
transitional area between terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Riparian zones are 
important for their ecological function as they

•   contribute rich soils that support more botanical diversity than their adjacent upland
 areas, supplying food to a variety of wildlife. 

•   serve as migration routes for animal species as well as provide needed
 connections between suitable habitats.

•   act as filters to reduce nonpoint source pollution and excess nutrients, and settle out 
 sediment from surface runoff.

• slow the speed of flooding waters, reducing erosion and the severity of floods.

•   help shade rivers and streams, keeping water temperatures down and benefitting 
 sensitive species.

•   have deep alluvial soils that store large quantities of water, which slowly 
 seeps out to recharge rivers and streams. During times of high flow, excess water
 overflows the riparian land to recharge underground aquifers.

•   provide important corridors for the movement of wildlife escaping climate change.

For riparian areas to provide these valuable functions they must remain healthy. A prin-
ciple threat to their health is the spread of invasive species of plants and animals that 
threaten to reduce the unique diversity of these important areas. Mianus River Gorge is 
launching a determined, focused effort to remove detrimental invasive species along the 
main stem of the Mianus River and its major tributaries, located within the old-growth 
forest at the core of Mianus River Gorge Preserve and on adjacent private lands.
 This pilot program to restore and improve the health of the riparian corridor 
provides an opportunity to work with private land owners whose property borders 
the Preserve and / or whose conservation easements are managed by MRG. As with 
previous restoration projects in wetlands, meadows, and the old-growth forest, MRG 
learns from and shares best practices with its partners and other land trusts.
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Car Donation Benefits MRG

MRG is pleased to partner with Donate 
For Charity (donateforcharity.com) for 
vehicle donations! If you have a vehicle 
to donate, please visit the Ways To 
Donate tab on our website. The link to 
DFC takes you to their donation page 
and they’ll take care of the rest. MRG 
could get up to 80% of the sale price of 
your donated vehicle. Thank you!

Stewarding our Preserves during the COVID-19 Crisis

During the average year, MRG’s busiest 
weekends are in the fall when tempera-
tures drop and the leaves start to change. 
A busy fall weekend typically welcomes 
200 visitors to the Gorge each day. How-
ever, when we opened the Preserve earlier 
than usual on Saturday, March 20, 325 
visitors traversed the trails that first day 
and the crowds just continued to swell. 
 MRG staff re-routed the trails 
into one-way-only loops to help with dis-
tancing mandates; continually removed 
trash left along the trails; deterred dogs 
from entering the Preserve; and tempo-
rarily limited roadside parking to ease 
congestion along the road. Like many 

parks, preserves, and other outdoor spaces, Mianus River Gorge Preserve suffered 
from too many people seeking a break from the shut-down. Unfortunately, we had to 
make the difficult decision to temporarily close the main preserve due to damaging 
overuse. We remained closed for four weeks, before re-opening just on weekdays in 
late May, and then finally weekends in June.  
 Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we had to cancel MRG’s College Internship in Subur-
ban Ecology (CISE) program for 2020 along with all spring and summer public events, 
including volunteer work days. This left staff without crucial assistance needed to man-
age the array of invasive plants that invade the Preserve. Summer interns contributed 
hundreds of hours of stewardship work each year that was sorely missed. Luckily, some 
people now stuck at home offered to volunteer for a task that is easily performed 6 feet 
apart from others. These few volunteers helped remove hundreds of pounds of garlic 
mustard from along the trails and riparian corridors at both MRGP and Taylor Preserve 
in June. Some returned in August to help remove mile-a-minute vine. Thank you!
 This year, though trying, has taught us a great deal. We learned to communicate 
and coordinate without being face-to-face; where to concentrate efforts when assis-
tance was limited; and, most important, how to keep an increased number of visitors 
safe while maintaining the ecological integrity of the Preserve.
 To volunteer, please email info@mianus.org or call (914) 234-3455.  

Check out MRG’s new 
Website

MRG’s new website has launched! Check 
out the new look, updated features, and 
all the news about what’s happening at 
the Gorge. Thank you to Jann Mirchan-
dani of Westchester Marketing Café for 
the vibrant design and keeping us on 
trend with what’s important to include 
for the user experience (UX)!

Land Trust Alliance 
Accreditation Renewal 
Public Notice

The land trust accreditation program 
recognizes land conservation organiza-
tions that meet national quality stan-
dards for protecting important natural 
places and working lands forever. 
Mianus River Gorge, Inc. is pleased 
to announce it is applying for renewal 
of accreditation. A public comment 
period is now open.
 The Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission, an independent program 
of the Land Trust Alliance, conducts 
an extensive review of each applicant’s 
policies and programs. 
 The Commission invites public 
input and accepts signed, written 
comments on pending applications. 
Comments must relate to how Mianus 
River Gorge, Inc. complies with 
national quality standards. These stan-
dards address the ethical and technical 
operation of a land trust. For the full 

list of standards see http://www.
landtrustaccreditation.org/help-and-
resources/indicator-practices.
 To learn more about the accredita-
tion program and to submit a com-
ment, visit landtrustaccreditation.org, 
or email your comment to info@
landtrustaccreditation.org. Comments 
may also be faxed or mailed to the 
Land Trust Accreditation Commission, 
Attn: Public Comments: 
(fax) 518-587-3183 
(mail) 36 Phila Street, Suite 2, 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 
 Comments on Mianus River 
Gorge, Inc.’s application will be most 
useful by December 21, 2020.
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Gotham Coyote Project, studied the 
population genetics and diet of coyotes 
that live in NYC Parks. Carol found 
that nearly all the coyotes in NYC 
were members of a multi-generational 
extended family, with the northern-
most parks in the Bronx being 
colonized first, and the population 
expanding southward one greenspace 
at a time over several generations. MRG 
supported Carol by collecting scats for 
her dataset and advising her on the sta-
tus and distribution of coyotes in NYC. 

RAP Update 

We often speak about our high school 
research program, the Wildlife Techni-
cian Program, but MRG also supports, 
advises, and coordinates with graduate 
students doing research on urban/sub-
urban ecology.
 Since 2007, with support from AE 
Family Foundation, MRG has offered 
grants to graduate students exploring 
questions in the fields of conservation, 
wildlife management, forest ecology, 
and applied ecology. Students in the 
Research Assistantship Program (RAP) 
also mentor high school students in the 
WTP and help supervise CISE interns.
 MRG staff also support or advise 
graduate students more informally – by 
serving on academic committees or as 
advisors, partnering on larger projects, or 
helping with data analysis. 
 This spring two Ph.D. students 
from Jason Munshi-South’s lab at Ford-

Hobby Hill Farm Protected
Mianus River Gorge just completed a conservation easement on the 8-acre property 
known as “Hobby Hill Farm”. Located on Mianus River Rd. with a house dating 
back to the 1700’s, pond, and surrounding fields, this parcel was important to MRG 
as it is the headwaters of Havemeyer Stream.  Havemeyer Stream flows through the 
Mianus River Gorge Preserve, over Havemeyer Falls, and into the Bargh Reservoir 
(Mianus River). “The Hobby Hill Farm parcel is one of the last parts of the 
Havemeyer Stream that was unprotected so we were very excited and grateful to 
Todd Noonan and Stacy Albanese for this wonderful gift,” said Executive Director 
Rod Christie. Not only will the easement protect this drainage area, but it will also 
protect the exterior historic character of the house and other structures.

Coyotes on Long Island

MRG and our partners have studied the 
growing coyote population in New York 
City for a decade now, and it has been 
one of our most productive and popular 
research studies. From the beginning, we 
expected coyotes to flourish in NYC as 
they have done across North America. 
In addition, if coyotes can penetrate the 
urban jungle of the City and reach the 
counties of Nassau and Suffolk (i.e., 
“Long Island”), they will likely do even 
better. The landscape of Nassau and 

ham University (nycevolution.org) com-
pleted their research. Nicole Fusco 
studied the genetic connectivity of sala-
manders in urban, suburban, and rural 
watersheds, including the Mianus Water-
shed. She also developed eDNA tech-
niques to non-invasively sample 
salamanders in streams. Nicole found 
that connectivity among salamanders in 
different streams declined with urbaniza-
tion, and large roads hindered connectiv-
ity regardless of landscape type. 
 Carol Henger, a member of the 

Nicole Fusco (left) and Carol Henger, both Ph.D students at Fordham University

Suffolk resembles the suburban/exurban 
mix of Westchester, Fairfield, and 
elsewhere that have proven to be 
excellent coyote habitat.
 Until now, there were scattered 
reports of individual coyotes in Long 
Island, but never regular sightings to 
indicate that coyotes had established 
permanent territories. Now coyotes have 
been spotted in a few sites in western 
Nassau, and camera traps have 
confirmed the presence of a pair, 
although we have not yet seen evidence 
of breeding or pups in 2020.

 MRG and other Gotham Coyote 
Project partners have teamed up with 
several other conservation groups to form 
the Long Island Coyote Study Group. 
The LICSG includes American Museum 
of Natural History, Brookhaven National 
Laboratory, Greentree Foundation, 
Hofstra University, Kingsborough 
Community College, NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation, Seatuck 
Environmental Association, and the 
Wild Dog Foundation. 
 More info can be found at https://
seatuck.org/coyotes/
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Board Spotlight: Meet Tim Evnin

Mianus River Gorge 
is grateful for the 
leadership and 
support of its 
Chairman of the 
Board, Tim Evnin.
    Tim has been 

a Trustee for nearly 15 years and has been 
Board Chairman since 2011. Tim leads 
with spirit, a steady hand, and a genuine 
love for the Gorge. We caught up with 
Tim via Zoom to ask him a few questions.

What makes our organization’s mission 
powerful for you?  
Conserving the land is a passion of mine. 
The opportunity to be involved with the 
Mianus River Gorge, whose mission is 
focused on conserving and protecting the 
Mianus Gorge and the Mianus Water-
shed, is a perfect alignment for me. It is 

made that much more powerful because 
of the unique aspects of the Gorge, 
including undisturbed old-growth forest 
and soils and just the beauty of the river 
and steep slopes. 

What interests you most about our 
organization?  
Our focus on applied ecology combin-
ing the latest science and good old 
fashioned hard work. A great example is 
the project to protect our old-growth 
hemlocks from woolly adelgid pests that 
have wreaked havoc on hemlocks 
throughout the east coast. In conjunc-
tion with Cornell University we are 
using the latest treatment, but still have 
to get in the forest, up and down the 
steep slopes, and treat a couple thou-
sand trees by hand. We have a great 
staff that drives this multi-year work.

What motivates you? 
The MRG main preserve was saved by 
a group of local citizens. They used all 
of their financial and mental resources 
to keep the land from being flooded for 
a reservoir and lost forever. We have a 
lot to live up to! The organization has 
been going strong since the 1950’s – it’s 
a spectacular place, we are doing great 
work – so it doesn’t take much to get 
fired up about continuing the work our 
founders started.

What are some of your other 
interests?
The ocean. I love to be in the water to 
surf, body surf, swim, and do some 
fishing. But also trying to help preserve 
and protect this vast and critical 
ecosystem. It is under pressure from 
so many directions and needs our help.

Partner Spotlight: PRISM

The Mianus River Gorge is 
one of over 50 partners 
across the region that make 
up the Lower Hudson Part-
nership for Regional Invasive 
Species Management 

(PRISM). Their mission is to protect the rich biodiversity and ecosystems 
of the Lower Hudson region through partnerships and collaborations that 
focus on controlling the introduction, spread, and harmful impact of 
invasive species.
 One of eight such regional partnerships in New York State, the Lower 
Hudson PRISM acts as the go-to resource for invasive species issues in an 
area that stretches from Manhattan to Saugerties, covering seven counties.  
The Lower Hudson PRISM is funded by the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation through the Environmental Protection 
Fund and has been hosted by the New York – New Jersey Trail Confer-
ence since 2013.  
 The partners meet regularly to plan strategies to manage the introduc-
tion and spread of invasive species and to educate partners and the public 
about invasive species. The Lower Hudson PRISM contracts out projects 
and hosts an AmeriCorp Invasive Strike Force each summer to work with partners across the region. MRG has worked with the 
Invasive Strike Force for many years.  
 This partnership has also contributed to the development of relationships with organizations that have been vital to major 
MRG projects, including Save the Hemlocks, Restoring Native Biodiversity to Meadows, Trail Enhancement, and Riparian 
Corridor Restoration.


