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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION FOR 
C. VERNON HARTLINE, JR.  

 

 
 

(1944 – 2020) 

 
 

 

WHEREAS, the members of the Texas Chapter of the American Board of Trial 

Advocates (“TEX-ABOTA”) notes with great sadness the death of our colleague and friend, 

C. Vernon Hartline, Jr. on July 13, 2020, at the age of 75.  This resolution is made in his 

memory and honor; and 

 

WHEREAS, Vernon was born on November 5, 1944, in Dallas, Texas. After 

graduating from Plano Senior High School in 1963, he attended Baylor University and 

received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1968.  He graduated from Baylor Law School where 

he earned his J.D. degree in 1973, and served as a member of the Order of Barristers.   

 

WHEREAS, Vernon served our country with honor.  He was drafted in the U.S. Army 

in 1968 while in his first year at Baylor Law School.  After being injured in combat in early 

1971, he was medevaced to the Air Force Military Hospital in Okinawa, Japan, where he 

recuperated for several months. He was discharged and came back to Texas in April of 

1971.  Just days after arriving home, he returned to Baylor Law to finish his law degree. 

Among the notable awards, he received the National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam 

Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign Medal; and the Combat Infantryman Badge. 
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                     United States Army, 1st Lieutenant, MACV, Viet Nam 

 

WHEREAS, after Vernon graduated Baylor Law in 1973, he joined Gardere, Porter & 

DeHay, where he began his career as a trial lawyer. After a merger in 1979, Vernon and 

several of his colleagues formed DeHay & Blanchard. Vernon continued his career as a trial 

lawyer with Strasburger & Price beginning in 1984. In 1994, he and several colleagues in 

the firm’s product liability group formed Hartline, Dacus, Dreyer, & Kern, L.L.P., which later 

became and is now Hartline Barger LLP.  Vernon was known as a respected trial attorney 

with civil defense litigation his specialty.  He tried numerous jury trials in state and federal 

courts in Texas. 

 

WHEREAS, Vernon lived up to the ideals of ABOTA:  Preserving the 7th Amendment 

right to trial by jury in civil cases, preserving the independence of the judiciary, and 

elevating the standards of integrity, honor and courtesy in the legal profession.  Vernon 

was a classic example of what an ABOTA member should be:  An attorney who displays 

skill, civility and integrity, and was always helping younger attorneys achieve a higher level 

of trial advocacy. 

 

WHEREAS, Vernon’s professional contributions and accomplishments were 

recognized with significant accolades in that he served: 

 

• State Bar of Texas, Jury Service Committee Chairman, 1988-1989; 

 

• Dallas Bar Association, Judiciary Committee Chairman, 1987; 

 

• American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA-Dallas Chapter); 
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• Texas Association of Defense Counsel; 

 

• Defense Research Institute; 

 

• Fellow, Texas Bar Foundation; 

 

• Fellow, Dallas Bar Foundation Charter Member; 

 

• Baylor Law Alumni Association, President (1993-1994); and 

 

• Senior Texas Editor: "Tort Law Desk Reference, A Fifty-State Compendium" 

and "Business Torts, A Fifty-State Guide" (both published annually by Aspen 

Publishers). 

 

WHEREAS, Vernon received numerous professional honors and awards, including: 

 

• Best Lawyers 2020, Lawyer of the Year Honoree; 

 

• Dallas "Lawyer of the Year" (Product Liability - Defense), The Best Lawyers 

in America® by Woodward/White, Inc. (2017); 

 

• Bridgestone Firestone General Counsel Award; 

• Rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell for High Ethical Standing 

(5.0/5.0) 

 

• Listed in The Best Lawyers in America® (Product Liability - Defense) by       

Woodward/White, Inc. (2008-2011, 2016-2020); 

 

• Who's Who Legal: Texas (Product Liability) by Law Business Research Ltd. 

(2007-2011); 

 

• Texas Super Lawyers® by Thompson Reuters (2005-2019); and 

 

• Recognized as an ALM/Martindale-Hubble Top Rated Lawyer, Texas. 

 
WHEREAS, Vernon’s distinguished career as a product liability defense lawyer was 

highlighted by successes in the automotive and tire industry. This led to his representation 

of several major automotive and tire manufacturers on a regional and national basis. He 

genuinely cared about his law firms, especially his partners, colleagues, and staff at Hartline 

Barger LLP. All were equally respected; there was no rank or serial number among the 

Hartline Barger family.  Vernon loved sharing accomplishments of others via e-blasts, and 

enjoyed using the phrase, “It’s a big deal!”  
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WHEREAS, Vernon was also a devoted family man, survived by his wife, Lynne, of 53 

years.  Vernon and Lynne were members of Park Cities Baptist Church, where they spent 

27 years working on Sunday mornings in the church nursery. They were regular attendees 

at TEX-ABOTA’s annual meeting in Santa Fe, including the inaugural meeting in 2008.  They 

were smitten by the town, and Vernon was inspired by Dicky Grigg’s CLE programs, despite 

Lynne’s attempts to nudge Vernon away to shop.   Vernon is also survived by his son, Clyde 

Vernon Hartline, III of Portland, Oregon; daughter Nikki Lynne Braun and husband John of 

Midland, Texas; grandchildren Daphne, Conrad, Carlyle and Sebastian Hartline; and nieces 

Jehri Lyn Crowe of Birmingham, Alabama; Amy Riggs Newell of Tallahassee, Florida; and 

Meredith Mathis of Temple, Texas, and their families. 

WHEREAS, Vernon was a blessing to the legal profession, the Dallas Chapter of 

ABOTA, TEX-ABOTA, National ABOTA, and his family, colleagues and friends.  Vernon was 

honored to have been invited to become a member of ABOTA and was a regular donor to 

TEX-ABOTA’s Legislative Education Fund.  He is truly one of a kind and will never be 

forgotten. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF TEX-ABOTA, in a regular 

assembled meeting on the 17th day of October, 2020, that this Memorial writing be adopted 

as a formal resolution to note the passing of C. Vernon Hartline, Jr.,  Attorney and Partner of 

Hartline Barger LLP, his contributions to his country, his family, and his profession, that a 

copy of same be spread upon the minutes of this organization, and that a copy be delivered 

to his family as a token of our deep respect and sense of loss. 

Mr. President, I move for the adoption of this Resolution. 

________________________________ 

ANN HENNIS 

PAST PRESIDENT, TEX-ABOTA 

Adopted on October 17, 2020, by unanimous vote of TEX-ABOTA. 

______________________________________________ 

ROBBY ALDEN, TEX-ABOTA President 

______________________________________________ 

TIM NEWSOM, TEX-ABOTA Secretary 

Tim Newsom
Tim


