
What is new...

     Our chapter has been very busy and we are
making a lot of progress. On February 8, Dan
Sciano and I attended the TEX-ABOTA board
meeting in New Orleans and came away with
some good ideas. Other chapters liked our efforts
in engaging the judiciary and expressed an
interest in implementing similar programs. They
were also impressed with our newsletter that
keeps membership and the judiciary informed of
ABOTA activities.  Overall, I believe that our San
Antonio Chapter is an example that other chapters
want to emulate in terms of our growth and
diversity. 
 Our Executive Board and many of our members
attended the investiture of Judge Jason Pulliam
on February 20th. Then, on February 27th our
Executive Board met individually with all of the
civil and most of the criminal judges in Bexar
County.  We discussed the ABOTA mission and
ways to improve the judicial system and invited
them to our judicial reception.  We have good
news:  Most of the judges were very interested in
placing a poster of ABOTA’s Code of
Professionalism in their courtrooms.  We should
have the posters distributed by the end of the
month.   At the end of this newsletter is a sample
of the oath that will appear in the posters.
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   We welcomed our new members on March 4th
at our Chapter’s first orientation hosted by
Norton Rose Fulbright (thanks Charlie Deacon). 
The orientation was well attended and
informative.  
   Our Chapter has been very active sponsoring
events.  On March 6th, our chapter co-
sponsored The Civil Jury Project with many other
local bar organizations. This is a worthwhile
project, hosted by NYU School of Law, that
seeks to improve the jury system for attorneys,
litigants, judges and juries. 
    We are also co-sponsoring a “meet the Texas
State Bar’s Candidates for President” event, a
first of its category and which will take place on 
March 26th  at the Herrera Law Firm located at
1800 West Commerce Street.  We encourage
you attend on behalf of ABOTA to show support.
  Please check our calendar for upcoming events
as we have a lot going on.
  
Dennis
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TEACHER'S LAW SCHOOL
COMMITTEE

  Our committee is up and running. Our
committee members include Brian Steward, Alex
Katzman, Sandra Laurel-Ford, and Ian McLin.
We have been in contact with the Corpus Christi
Chapter about joining forces; together, we will
likely launch our very first Teacher’s Law School
in October. 
   The goal of our TLS is to offer middle and high
school teachers of civics, history, and social
studies additional tools to better prepare their
students for their roles in civic life.  To
accomplish this goal, we will develop a seminar
with presentations, workshops and roundtable
discussions on topics aimed to give these
teachers insight on how to help their students
better understand and appreciate the value of
the American legal system.  
  We will need your help to make our TLS a
success.  If you have any contacts with school
principals, school board members or teachers,
or if you want to be a presenter/speaker, please
contact Erin or myself via email
(patricia.alvarez@txcourts.gov; mcniecee@ckl-
lawyers.com).
Erin and Patricia, Co-Chairs 
   
 

 

PATRICIA ALVAREZ & ERIN MCNIECE, CO-CHAIRS

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

    With your help, we continue to identify potential
nominees for membership. The deadline to
submit proposed nominees is May 5, 2020.  
  To qualify for membership, a nominee must be
of high personal character and honorable
reputation AND must have tried a minimum of 10
civil jury trials to jury verdict or hung jury as lead
counsel.  "Lead counsel" is defined as the
attorney who, at the very least, performed voire
dire, opening statement OR closing statement
and examined two witnesses at trial.  
   If you know an attorney who meets these
qualifications and should be, but isn’t, part of our
organization, please send me that attorney's
contact information via email.  My email is:
javier@espinozafirm.com.
   I will be introducing the potential nominees at
our Judicial Reception on May 12 so that we can
put a face to a name before we vote on their
nominations at our Membership Annual Meeting
on June 25, 2020. Norton Rose Fulbright will host
this  meeting at their office located at Frost
Tower, 111 W. Houston Street, San Antonio,
Texas  78205 (thank you again Charlie).  I look
forward to hearing from you!

 
Javier Espinoza, Chair     

JAVIER ESPINOZA, CHAIR
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COMMITTEE
REPORTS
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ST. MARY'S LAW SCHOOL  LIAISON COMMITTEE

   We have upcoming volunteer opportunities this Spring in March and April, for all ABOTA
members.  St. Mary’s University School of Law is looking forward to having ABOTA
members participate as judges in these competitions.  Please take the time to sign up for
one of these events below:
 
The Linda & Dave Schlueter First Year Moot Court Competition 
   Advance rounds will be held on Saturday, March 21, 2020. The Law School is  seeking
assistance for the octo-final rounds.  If your schedule permits, they would be honored to
have you be a part of the 1L Moot Court competition at the Octo-final Round on Saturday,
March 21, 2020 at 10:00am (Check in at 9:30am).  
 
To sign up please go to https://volunteersignup.org/AFCPM.
 
The Jimi Derrick Constitutional Law Moot Court Competition 
   This competition is sponsored by Jimi Derrick’s parents.  Mr. Derrick passed away during
his time at St. Mary’s School of Law and has a Constitutional law themed tournament in
memory of his favorite subject.  The competition will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2020.
 
   For each preliminary round, the Law School will need one attorney to serve as the judge. 
For the semi-final round, they will need three attorneys to serve as a panel of judges.  If
your schedule permits, the Law School would be honored to have you be a part of this
competition at the following times:
 

Preliminary Round 1:   Saturday, Apr. 4, 2020 at 9:00am (Check in at 8:30am)
Preliminary Round 2:   Saturday, Apr. 4, 2020 at 10:30am (Check in at 10:00am)
Semi-Final Round:        Saturday, Apr. 4, 2020 at 1:30pm (Check in at 1:00pm)

 
To sign up, please go to : https://volunteersignup.org/DTPP9.  
 
Please contact Professor A.J. Bellido de Luna at abellidodeluna@stmarytx.edu if you have
any questions or have difficulty signing up on your own.
 
 Hella V. Scheuerman, Chair    

HELLA SCHEUERMAN, CHAIR
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE

   The Judicial Reception was moved to May 12.  
The reason for this change was that our original
day conflicted with the Regional Judicial
Conference.   Please mark your calendars.  The
reception will be at Club Giraud.
   We are happy to announce that TEX-
ABOTA's president, Robby Alden, will be
joining us for the Judicial Reception.  We are
waiting for confirmation from our National
ABOTA President, Luther Battiste, III, who has
shown an interest in attending.
  As we did last year, the attorneys who will be
considered for membership will be invited to the
reception.  This way, we will all have the
opportunity to get to know them before we cast
our vote for new members.
   If you have any questions, please email me at
lrocheleau@br-lawfirm.com.
 
Lisa Rochelau, Chair

LISA ROCHELEAU, CHAIR

IN THE NEWS

   Each year, our Chapter donates $5,000 for
scholarships to attend Loyola’s Journalist Law
School.  Journalist Law School was
established in 2006 by the Civil Justice
Program at Loyola Law School because of
concerns with the daunting challenge of
reporting on the legal system without a law
degree.    
   To this end, the Civil Justice Program at
Loyola Law School developed a program for
journalists who cover our courts at a national
and local level.  The program consists of a
four-day intensive seminar on the legal
system.  Lectures, lodging and most meals are
covered by the program.    
   Only 40 people around the nation are
accepted into the program each year.  Our
chapter, for the first time, nominated a
participant, Brian Chasnoff with the Express-
News.  Brian graciously accepted the
nomination.   We feel confident he will be
selected.

JOURNALIST LAW SCHOOL

M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 2 0

Volunteer Your Time...

Want to contribute to our Newsletter or
interested in being the newsletter editor? 
 Email Patricia Alvarez at
patricia.alvarez@txcourts.gov.
 
 

WANT TO BE PART OF COMMITTEE?  ALL
YOU NEED TO DO IS CONTACT THE
COMMITTEE CHAIR TO VOLUNTEER.
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National Representatives

           

DAN SCIANO & TY GRIESENBECK
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James William Veale Jr. and Blake
Zuber joined Wagner, Cario, Veale &
Zuber, LLP.
 
George H. Spencer, Jr. joined
Langley & Banack.
 
Matthew Pearson opened his own
law firm, Pearson Legal, PC.  His
new email is:
mpearson@pearsonlegalpc.com. 

MEMBERS ON THE
MOVE

 

   Each year, through the efforts of the ABOTA Foundation,
ABOTA chapters are able to provide teachers support and
programs to enhance civics education around the country.
This year, our chapter will receive aid from the Foundation for
our TLS program.  
   The Foundation also sponsors thousands of young lawyers
teaching them to enhance their advocacy skills, gain a deeper
understanding of the jury process, and learn from skilled
ABOTA members.
   The ABOTA Foundation can only accomplish its vital work
with your support.  Donations to the Foundation, as a
501(c)3, are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Please consider donating by making a one time donation or
donating a small amount  on a monthly basis.  Visit the
Foundations website at  https://www.abota.org/Foundation/   

LET'S CONTRIBUTE TO THE ABOTA FOUNDATION! 

Danny Kustoff receives his plaque
from our President during our New
Member Orientation!
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   On February 27th, we
visited most of our
judges.  One of the

reasons for our visit was
to advise each judge

that when their rulings
are attacked by the
press or the public,

ABOTA will step and
defend them.  This is

necessary because, as
you know, judges are

ethically precluded from
defending themselves.  
   If any judge asks you
for help, please contact

any member of our
Executive Board so we 

get the ball rolling
immediately.  

   

ABOTA DEFENDS THE
INDEPENDEC OF THE

JUDICIARY 

M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 2 0

VISITING OUR JUDICIARY   

Judge Oscar Kazen, Probate Court 1

Judge Norma Gonzalez, an ABOTA member and
the judge of the 131st District Court

Judge David Rodriguez, soon to be an ABOTA
member and the judge of County Court At Law 3
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VISITING OUR JUDICIARY   

Judge Cynthia Marie Chapa, 288th District Court

Judges Laura Salinas and Angelica Jimenez, both
huge supporters of ABOTA

While visiting the judges , we ran
into Bill Ford, one of our dedicated

ABOTA members!

Judge David Canales, 73rd District Court

Judge Monique Diaz, 150th 

District Court

We also ran into St. Mary's Law School students
who were at the courthouse observing trials!
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MAY 5: DEADLINE TO SUBMIT
TO JAVIER ESPINOZA NAMES
OF POTENTIAL NOMINEES FOR
MEMBERSHIP
 
MAY 12: JUDICIAL RECEPTION
AT CLUB GIRAUD
 
JUNE 25: ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
 
AUGUST 28: DEADLINE FOR
MEMBERSHIP NOMINEE TO
SUBMIT APPLICATION TO
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
 
AUGUST 31: MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATIONS MUST BE
RECEIVED TODAY BY
NATIONAL ABOTA
 
OCTOBER (DATE TO BE
DETERMINED):  TEACHER'S
LAW SCHOOL
 
DECEMBER 4TH: CHRISTMAS
PARTY AT HOTEL EMMA
 

SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER
CALENDAR 

APRIL 18:  BOARD MEETING,
AUSTIN, TX.
 
JUNE 11-13, CLE, SANTA FE, NM
 
JUNE 14:  BOARD MEETING,
SANTA FE, NM
 
OCTOBER 17:  BOARD
MEETING, SAN ANTONIO, TX

TEX-ABOTA CALENDAR 

JUNE 7:  ABOTA NATIONAL
TRIAL COLLEGE AT YALE LAW
SCHOOL
 
JUNE 19:  NATIONAL BOARD
MEETING, MONTREAL,
CANADA
 
OCTOBER 2:  NATIONAL
BOARD MEETING, SEATTLE,
WA
 
 

NATIONAL ABOTA
CALENDAR 
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MARK YOUR 2020 CALENDAR

Page 8, Issue 2, Vol. 1



As an attorney, I shall
 

Always remember that the practice of law is first and foremost a profession. 

 

Encourage respect for the law, the courts, and the right to trial by jury. 

 

Always remember that my word is my bond and honor my responsibilities to serve as

an officer of the court and protector of individual rights.
 

Contribute time and resources to public service, public education, and charitable and

pro bono activities in my community. 

 

Work with the other members of the bar, including judges, opposing counsel, and

those whose practices are different from mine, to make our system of justice more

accessible and responsive. 

 

Resolve matters and disputes expeditiously, without unnecessary expense, and

through negotiation whenever possible. 
 

Keep my clients well-informed and involved in making decisions affecting them. 
 

Achieve and maintain proficiency in my practice and continue to expand my

knowledge of the law. 
 

Be respectful in my conduct toward my adversaries. 
 

Honor the spirit and intent, as well as the requirements of the Texas Rules and Codes of

Professional Conduct, and encourage others to do so.

Code of Professionalism
 

COMPLIMENTS OF :

OATH OF OFFICE (for all attorneys, not just ABOTA
attorneys) FOR THE POSTERS ABOTA is  DONATING TO

30 BEXAR COUNTY JUDGES


