
 

Wicked Winter Weather Gives Way to Spring,  
Arrival of Daylight Saving Time, and More  

New Venues and Menus at Shangri-La 
 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

SPRINGTIME MEANS  

EVEN MORE AMENITIES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

The arrival of March means 

more sunshine, warmer temper-

atures, and expanded opportu-

nities for springtime fun both 

indoors and outdoors! Rob 

Yanovitch and the golf crew are 

planning to officially mark the 

end of winter with a fun evening 

of “Glow Golf” Saturday, March 

13. If you think golf is a tricky 

game in the daylight – come 

enjoy the challenge of playing at 

night! The fun starts at 6:00 

o’clock on March 13, the very 

last night of Standard Time until 

November. The first day of 

Daylight Saving Time is Sunday, 
March 14 – and the very next 

week, we officially welcome the 

arrival of Springtime on March 

20.  

Rolling into Springtime, 

we’re continued our expanded 

entertainment options at Doc’s 

with our Italian Cuisine Wine 

Wednesdays, Thursday Night 

Prime Rib and Karaoke, and 

Friday night All-You-Can-Eat 

Ribs with featured live enter-

tainment through the months of 

March and April. We have the 

cure for cabin fever available 

every day! 

As I’ve told you before, 

there is no longer a Memorial-

Day-to-Labor-Day season at 

veyor of Starbucks® coffee.  If 

you haven’t made it to The 

Monkey Grind, you’re missing 

out on some awesome treats. 

We now have your favorite 

coffee, latte, espresso, Frappuc-

cino, tea and delectable baked 

goods. A lot of our members 

and guests have already rear-

ranged their morning schedules 

to include a stop at The Mon-

key Grind for quick food items 

and the availability of coffee 

products Grand Lakers have 

long hoped for beginning at 7:00 

each morning and continuing 

into mid-afternoon! 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

Let’s hope the power outag-

es, natural gas shortages, rolling 

blackouts, and snow drifts of Feb-

ruary are gone for good! Even 

with all those challenges, we had 

some really great things happen in 

February. Members and guests 

braved the cold to enjoy three 

nights of fabulous Valentine’s Day 

celebrations at both Doc’s Bar & 

Grill and The Summit Restaurant, 

with great culinary delicacies and 

live entertainment at both venues. 

February 26 also marked the 

Grand Opening of our newest 

venue at Shangri-La – The Monkey 

Grind coffee shop, a proud pur-
Continued on page 2…  
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Grand Lake. At Shangri-La, we have officially 

declared the in-season time to be “Daylight-

to-Daylight” – beginning with the arrival of 

Daylight Saving Time March 14 and continu-

ing until it ends on November 7. 

THIS YEAR, THE YEAR-ROUND  

FUN BEGINS! 

Don’t mark that November 7 date on 

your calendar in ink, though, because 2021 

marks the beginning of a new era. It is offi-

cially the beginning of the year-round fun 

season at Shangri-La. Since groundbreaking 

in February, 2020, we have been planning, 

building, furnishing, and finishing “The An-

chor, our new $10.5 million indoor/outdoor 

activity center. The challenges of rough win-

ter weather and a worldwide pandemic have 

slowed our progress a little – but not very 

much. Our planned April opening of “The 

Anchor” will be pushed back a month or so 
due to these unforeseen challenges, but I 

promise you it will be well worth the wait. 

In addition to tennis courts, a basketball 

court, and a really fun mini-Fenway 

WIFFLE® Ball park, we have invested in six 

pickleball courts; and, if preliminary interest 

from 65 enthusiasts who have already signed 

up for lessons, tournaments and clinics is any 

indication, those courts are going to be busy, 

busy places. If you’re not familiar with the 

game, just give it a try, and you’ll be hooked. 

Free clinics will be conducted weekly to 

familiarize everyone with the game, so come 

on out and give it a try! 

The game of pickleball is red-hot, even 

though its origin goes back a lot further than 

you might think. In 1965, three fathers in 

Washington state faced a dilemma familiar to 

beleaguered parents everywhere: how to 

keep their restless children entertained. 

They put up a badminton net, gathered up 

some wooden paddles, and found a perforat-

ed plastic ball. The sport “pickleball was 

born. According to lore, it got its name from 

a dog named Pickle that kept running away 

with the ball.  

A hybrid of tennis, badminton and ping-

pong, pickleball is now the fastest growing 

sport in America. According to the Sport & 

Fitness Industry Association, pickleball par-

ticipation has grown by more than seven 

percent in the last year alone, and over 300% 

in the last ten years, while Americans’ over-

all activity level stayed flat. 

It’s an extremely flexible game with 

many different skill levels. It’s fun for kids, 

but it is also an exciting challenge for 30-

somethings, middle-aged players, and sen-

iors. It is quite literally a game for everyone 

from age 8 to 80.  
 But that’s not all. Just wait until you see 

what awaits you inside the 11,000 square 

foot indoor facility. We’ll have a wide variety 

Continued from page 1…  

of table games, arcade games, virtual reality 

arenas, NASCAR and Formula One driving 

experiences, simulated jet flights, and a 

world-class indoor/outdoor bar overlook-

ing a beautiful water feature and outdoor 

fire pits, There is nothing like “The An-

chor” between Kansas City and Dallas. 

Can you tell I’m a little excited? 

If you want to improve your golf, 

tennis, or pickleball game skills, we have 

assembled a very special staff to add to 

your skill sets and put more fun in any 

game you choose. 

Longtime Shangri-La Lead Assistant 

Golf Professional Ryan Dalton will be tak-

ing a new role at The Anchor as an on-

premises Player Development & Fitting 

Specialist. With two Trackman simulators, 

you’ll be able to refine your game including 

an ability to play the entire 27-hole Shangri
-La Championship golf course – virtually. 

You’ll be able to focus on specific styles, 

stances, and strategies. You’ll even be able 

to play the same hole multiple times under 

Ryan’s watchful eye to improve your score 

once you’re on the course. Ryan is a great 

instructor and I know serious golfers will 

be spending a lot of time with Ryan at The 

Anchor. You may contact Ryan directly at 

ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com.  

If you are a tennis or pickleball enthu-

siast, Todd Kerr has joined the Shangri-La 

Team as Racquet Club Director. He is 

already forming leagues for women, men, 

singles, doubles, and couples. He is also 

scheduling clinics and creating a calendar of 

monthly activities focused on the Racquet 

Club. If you have an interest in tennis or 

pickleball, please take a couple of minutes 

just to let Todd know so he can keep you 

informed about upcoming opportunities 

and activities. To contact Todd directly, 

email todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com. 

Lee Lawson is the new Director of 

Anchor Operations. In addition to assem-

bling a staff, overseeing delivery of games 

and equipment, and planning details of 

operation, Lee is spreading his excitement 

throughout the Grand Lake area. He will 

be sharing details this month at the Vinita 

Rotary Club luncheon and the South 

Grand Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 

monthly membership luncheon. There is 

also a new Facebook page, exclusively for 

The Anchor. Search for “The Anchor on 

Monkey Island” on Facebook to locate the 

page, like it, and follow it for all the latest 

updates on new developments and opening 

schedules for The Anchor. If you have 

questions, you may also contact Lee at 
lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com.      

 The Anchor and The Racquet Club 

will function in a very similar manner as 

our golf operations - as semi-private facili-

ties and will be available to the public. I 

have no doubt it will dramatically enhance 

the attraction to the Resort for business 

conference groups and individual families 

looking for a getaway within driving dis-

tance in the 4-state area, but will also 

serve as a significant amenity for our mem-

bers and the local community to enjoy.  

NEED TO GET IN SHAPE? 

In addition to our twice-weekly Wa-

ter Aerobics Classes with Certified In-

structor Mary Ellen Risinger, we are excit-

ed to now offer the services of two Certi-

fied Personal Trainers – Kari Filson and 

Savannah Brown. Both are available for 

individual instruction either in the Shangri-

La Fitness Center or in your home. If you 

are interested in individual sessions, con-

tact Kari Filson at 918-938-1576 or Savan-
nah Brown at 918-633-5797.  For addition-

al questions about the future group ses-

sions and what’s to come, contact Katelin 

Threet at katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA  

COMMUNITY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the community for their families.  In our 

newest residential development, The Ridge 

at Shangri-La, twenty-one new homes have 

been sold! We have two spec homes un-

der construction and we also have a new 

furnished model home available for tour-

ing! Only 12 home sites are available in this 

great neighborhood. 

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact Lane 

Worley at Coldwell Banker Shangri-La 

Realty to view our current inventory or 

design a new home! 

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S  

FREE MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow our on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. 

Our team is working hard every day 

to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always 

better than it was the day before. Thank 
you for your support, your patronage, and 

your friendship.  

mailto:ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com
mailto:todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
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fact that Doc’s is the only place on Monkey Island where you 

can enjoy an adult beverage before 4:00 p.m. 

We have several very special dinner offerings each week - 

Italian Cuisine/Wine Wednesdays, Prime Rib & Karaoke Thurs-

days, or Friday night All-You-Can-Eat Rib Night. We also have 

great live entertainment at Doc’s every Friday night. This 

month, enjoy the music of Clint Ingram, Jacob Dement, Franklin 

Birt, and Laron Simpson. I guarantee a good time! 

Don’t forget our “Lightning Lunch” specials are offered 

Monday-Friday. That’s a great option, especially if you’re in a 

hurry. Specials are served in 15 minutes – or they’re free! 

 We are open daily from 11:00 a.m. (9:00 a.m. on Sundays), 

with food service offered until 9:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday and 

until 10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday. With lots of big screen tele-

visions, it’s the perfect spot to watch your favorite college and 

professional sporting events – and “game day” cocktail specials 

include $3 well drinks and $2 select draw beer! There’s no 

better place to relax with something good to eat and drink. 

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE THE SUMMIT 

Everybody loves the fine dining experience at The Summit 
Restaurant; and I’m having some fun preparing an exciting new 

menu for the future. I’m planning a roll-out next month, and I 

think you’re really going to enjoy it. In the meantime, our crew 

is at The Summit to serve you from 4:00-9:00 Thursday & Fri-

day evenings, and until 10:00 on Saturdays.   

COME FOR THE FOOD – STAY FOR THE FUN! 

We’re thrilled with the reception at The Monkey Grind. If 

you haven’t made it there yet, I can’t wait to hear what you 

think. At Shangri-La, we take great pride in the variety at our 

different venues. Our goal is to have something to fit every 

appetite and every budget. We’re always here for you, and we 

continue to expand menu offerings available to our incredible 

members and guests at Shangri-La Resort. We appreciate your 

including us as your go-to source for food, beverages, live en-

tertainment – and fun! We’ll keep it coming your way. In the 

meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Executive Chef Michael Bujold is all about the newest  

dining & drinking venue at Shangri-La: The Monkey Grind! 

THE MONKEY GRIND IS HERE! 

Yes, we have yet ANOTHER new dining and drinking venue at 

Shangri-La Resort – The Monkey Grind, an authorized purveyor of 

Starbucks® coffee, officially opened for business Friday, February 26. 

The Monkey Grind is the perfect place to grab the perfect snacks – 

delectable baked goods from Chef Julie’s kitchen and beyond. We will 

also offer wonderful beverages – Coffee, Latte, Espresso, Frappuccino, 

and a wide variety of your other favorites. 

Pastry offerings include scones, muffins, croissants, Pullman bread, 

Vegan coffee cake banana streusel – and a couple of gluten free snacks, 

as well – Zoe’s Gluten Free Crunch Cookies and gluten free Honduran 

Chocolate Brownies. There are lots of individual snacks, as well – Cho-

bani Yogurt Flips, Tru Fru Freeze Dried Fruit & Dark Chocolate, Star-

bucks® Biscotti, Barbecue Kettle Chip, Simply Salted Kettle Chip, But-

ter Popcorn, and Chewing Gum, as well as pretzel crisps, pepperoni 

cracker cheese snacks, snack trail mix antioxidant and snack trail mix 

chocolate raisin nuts, and a delicious gluten free chewy marshmallow 

treat. 

I’m really excited about this new venue which is located in the 

Pensacola Lounge, right in front of the hotel entrance to Doc’s. I know 
there is a lot of excitement about bringing this product to the Grand 

Lake area. After all, there’s coffee and then there’s Starbucks® coffee. 

Now you can relax with a cup of your favorite freshly brewed Star-

bucks® coffee at The Monkey Grind at Shangri-La, open daily from 

7:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

DOC’S – ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU 

Our seven-day-a-week schedule, offering both lunch and dinner 

service – plus Sunday Brunch (with $2 Mimosas) – continues to fill a big 

void in the Monkey Island list of dining options. Equally important is the 

Shangri-La member Lori Magoulas was the first customer at  

Shangri-La’s newest venue – The Monkey Grind,  

a proud purveyor of Starbucks® coffees. 
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February was an interesting month, for sure, at Shangri-La Marina. The Oklaho-

ma Virtual Boat Show was a great success for Nichols Marine at Shangri-La – and we 

sure looked smart for doing it virtually. Our crews were not among those fighting 

snow and freezing cold bringing back boats from the Tulsa Boat Show! 

Not that we didn’t have our own challenges with the weather, though. It has 

been ten years since the water in the marina froze over completely, but we had it 

again this year. We had no major dock damage due to the snow and ice, but it was 

certainly a little tricky navigating around the docks for a couple of weeks. Predicta-

bly, we had some minor problems with boat lifts. Frozen water and frozen lines gave 

us a bit of a challenge with a few, but all boats are secured, and hopefully our chal-

lenges of winter weather are behind us. 

We continue to work on marina upgrades during the off-season, including new 

fuel dispensers that will soon be on the way. We are replacing our aging fuel pumps 

to provide greater efficiency and faster speeds. Hopefully, installation of the new 

equipment will be completed in April.  

This month, we are anticipating better weather and some landmark dates than 

we look forward to each year. March 14 marks the return of Daylight Saving Time; 

and the official First Day of Spring is March 20.  

TIME TO SCHEDULE DEWINTERIZATION 

Looking back on the miserable February weather, it might seem like an odd 
time to bring it up, but it is time to plan dewinterization of your boats to prepare for 

the beginning of the major boating season that will be here before you know it. 

The average date of the last freeze in our area is April 5, but since those early 

Spring freezing temperatures are normally not too cold and don’t last very long, 

many of our regular boaters begin dewinterizing March 15.  

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

IT’S MORE THAN A NO-WAKE ZONE – there wasn’t so much as a ripple for a cou-

ple of weeks in February when the marina was completely frozen over.  

Thankfully, Spring arrives this month! 

No matter when you plan to dewinterize, 

it’s time to get on the schedule. Just as our 

crews from Nichols Marine can’t winterize all 

the boats in the marina at once – they can’t 

dewinterize them all on the same day, either. As 

you look toward your planned on-the-water 

outings, be sure to ensure that your dewinteriza-

tion is scheduled ahead of that date. This is also 

a good time to take care of routine maintenance 

items like oil changes and lower unit service, as 

well as any mechanical repairs that are needed. 

It’s time to make your maintenance plans 

and set your boating date, though. Contact Tyler 

Sourjohn at Nichols Marine at 918-257-5500 and 

get on the schedule! 

BOAT RENTALS AND ADVANCE  

RESERVATIONS NOW AVAILABLE 

If you’re planning to spend some time on 

the water, but you don’t own your own boat, 

advance reservations are now available online for 
boat rentals at www.sailgrand.com – or by tele-

phone at 918-257-6000. 

Pontoon boat rentals are now available, if 

you would like to refresh your view of Grand 

Lake up close. Personal watercraft and runabout 

rentals and yacht charters will be available later 

in the Spring – and parasailing adventures will 

kick off the 2021 season on Memorial weekend.  

BOAT SALES 

It’s been a crazy year already in boat sales. 

My advice is simple: if you plan to get a new boat 

this year, do it now! January and February sales 

have been unexpectedly high, coming on the 

heels of a record year in 2020. That, combined 

with delivery issues that have hamstrung produc-

tion in many cases, have already created a short-

age of available new vessels. 

The Nichols Marine at Shangri-La team has 

a somewhat depleted inventory, but we still have 

a selection of Benningtons and Chaparrals in 

stock, as well as a couple of Chris Craft and 

Robalo models, and a few MasterCraft boats. 

We have a few ordered boats in the production 

pipeline right now but, believe it or not, we have 

already been notified by a couple of manufactur-

ers that any boats ordered now are likely to 

have an October delivery date.  

As crazy as it sounds, right now is the best 

time to make your purchase – otherwise, the 

boat you want may simply be unavailable. You 

can view the entire lineup of new and used boats 

available by checking our website at 

www.nicholsmarine.com.  

We are here to serve you Monday through 

Saturday – and we’re always happy to see you. 

http://www.sailgrand.com
http://www.nicholsmarine.com
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Meet USTPA Pro and Racquet Club Director Todd Kerr. 

If you are from the Grand Lake area, you may 

already know Todd Kerr, the newly named USPTA 

Pro and Director of the new Racquet Club at 

Shangri-La. A native of Mustang in the Oklahoma 

City area, Todd has been a fixture at Grove High 

School, teaching Science and heading up the GHS 

tennis program for twenty-five years where he had 

the pleasure of coaching a lot of talented kids, 

including his own – Kelsey, Levi, and Lacy – as well 

as Shangri-La Membership Services & Events Coor-

dinator Katelin Threet. In fact, Katelin and Kelsey 

played together at Grove High School, and teamed 

up with Levi for play during their college years. 

Todd’s wife Donetta is the librarian at Grove 

High School, and the GHS commitment continues 

with their son Levi taking over Todd’s tennis 

coaching responsibilities at the school. While at 

the Grove Public Schools, Todd complemented his 

Science teaching responsibilities with coaching a 

variety of sports – football, basketball, track, and 
tennis – but primarily basketball and tennis. He 

looks forward to returning his attention exclusive-

ly to the racquet sports. 

Todd played college tennis while earning his 

Bachelor of Science degree at Southwestern Okla-

homa State University in Weatherford. He later 

completed his Masters in Education Administration 

at Southern Nazarene University. 

“While I was at Southwestern, I learned that 

playing in western Oklahoma requires technique to 

make the wind your friend,” he laughs. “There’s 

nothing you can do about the 30-40 mile per hour 

winds that play tricks on the ball out west, so we 

Staff Spotlight: Todd Kerr 
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 
just learned to make it our friend. It gave us a pretty good home court ad-

vantage over some of our opponents,” he laughs. 

Todd joins longtime Grand Lake area tennis fans in a nostalgic look 

back at earlier days of tennis at the “old” Shangri-La Resort. Early in his 

career at Grove, he brought several tennis tournaments to the resort. With 

the construction of the incredible facilities at The Anchor activity center, he 

is thrilled. 

“I loved teaching and coaching at Grove,” he says. “I always said it 

would take ‘the perfect dream’ job to pull me away from there – but this 

opportunity at Shangri-La is exactly that dream job. When that perfect door 

opens, you have to walk through it,” he grins.  

Although Todd has spent most of his life enjoying a love affair with 

tennis, he has developed a new love for pickleball. It’s more of a sport for 

all ages, he says, and his goal is to include all ages in the Racquet Club activi-

ties. 

“I think pickleball is going to trump tennis,” he says. “It’s quick and easy 

to learn. A lot of old tennis players take up pickleball because they can still 

play with old shoulder and knee injuries. A lot of ladies are just as good as 

the guys, too. So, it’s a gender equality game.  Guys and gals can all play 

together because it’s not a power game. It’s a finesse game. It’s more eye-
hand coordination like a big game of ping-pong. Experience separates you, 

like anything, but it doesn’t require a lot of muscle emphasis.” 

Todd plans camps, drills, clinics, tournaments and, of course private 

lessons for both tennis and pickleball. As interest grows and player groups 

begin forming, he also plans to develop tennis and pickleball leagues. If 

you’re interested in getting in on the ground floor, you can email Todd at 

todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com.  

“This is a special job at a very special place,” he says. “I’m impressed 

with the culture that Eddy, Jason, and Barry have created here, and I’m ex-

cited about the future. Racquet sports are back at Shangri-La. I couldn’t be 

more thrilled,” he says.  

Fire and ice! Even snow-covered resort grounds and frigid temperatures couldn’t 

stop the fabulous Grand Lake sunsets. (photo by Brett Wisdom) 

mailto:todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com
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SLWGA Board members enjoyed a relaxing lunch at Doc’s following their February 

22 board meeting. Pictured are (top left) Jan castelli (standing), Linda McCulla 
(sitting); (top right) Linda MuCulla (in back), Candy Couch (center), Peggy Howard-

Burgess (front); (bottom left) Kaye Slepka (back), Cheryl Brecheisen (middle), Liz 

Paden (front); (bottom right) Debbie Hess (sitting) and Judi Barber (standing).  

I don’t know about you, but I hope Spring is 

coming soon. What crazy weather we’ve had this 

last month!   Needless to say, our Snow Bunny 

Event  was too snowy to even see the course. It 

was rescheduled for Saturday, February 27th.    

Our SLWGA Board met February 21 to con-

tinue planning for the year, and enjoyed a nice 

lunch afterwards at Doc’s. It felt great to dig out of 

the winter storm.   

We would love to have you join our league 

for this upcoming season.  It’s a great way to meet 

your fellow Shangri-La members and have some 

fun playing our beautiful golf course.  SLWGA dues 

are $85 for the season for new members and $75 

for current members.  If you have not paid your 

dues for 2021 please mail your check to SLWGA, 

P.O. Box 453142, Grove, OK 74345-3142.   

 If you would like more information about the 

league. Contact Judi Barber 918-791-5479. 

SAVE THE DATE 
SPRING LUNCHEON:  Saturday, April 10, 

2021 at 10:30 AM. 

Please plan on attending our first event of the 

year.  This kicks off our new season and regular 

play days will begin the following Monday, April 

12th.  All ladies who are members or are interest-

ed in joining Shangri-la are welcome to at-

tend.  This is a great opportunity to meet every-

one, have a wonderful lunch, and get information 

for the up-coming golf season. There will even be 

door prizes. 

Looking forward to Spring and I’ll leave you 

with this little Irish Golf Prayer: 

May my swing be straight and the ball fly far. 

May my round be blessed with no worse than par. 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by: Candy Brasel 

Congratulations to Shangri-La’s own Zach Decker on 

his first career Hole in One!!! Zach is a Senior at 

Grove High School and accomplished the feat  

February 24, 2021 when he aced #5 Heritage  

from 184 yards with his 8-iron. The shot was  

witnessed by Winston Watkins and is the  

first of many down the road. C’mon Decker!  
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Member Profile: Heather & Kenny Cole 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Monkey Islanders Heather and Kenny Cole with son KC III.  

They moved to Monkey Island one week after they were married –  

and have never looked back!  

Kenneth Cole, Jr. – “Kenny,” as everyone knows him, has a 

lifelong love of golf. In fact, he and his wife Heather actually met at 

a golf course – Heritage Hills in Claremore. Kenny had grown up 

in Claremore; and Heather is from nearby Verdigris.  

“I was working at the golf course,” Heather explains.  “That’s 

pretty much the only way it would be possible to meet Kenny.  It 

was just like our life now.  I was working and Kenny was playing,” 

she laughs.  

Ironically, although Kenny has given Heather several lessons, 

she has actually only played golf once. 

“I’ve hit a few balls on the driving range, but I have actually 

only played golf once,” Heather says. “The only time I played was 

in a couples mixer at Shangri-La, and I met (Oklahoma City native 

and New England Patriots All-Pro wide receiver) Wes Welker! I’m 

still on track to learning when our son, KC, learns…but we’ll see 

how that goes.”  

Their son is a third generation Kenneth Cole, but Heather 

and Kenny rejected suggestions from friends to call him “Mini-

Kenny,” opting instead for KC III. Now a second-grader at Grove 

Elementary, KC hasn’t gotten serious about the game, but if past is 
prologue, he’s not far away. 

“He’s eight years old,” Kenny says. “I was 10 when I reached 

the point I couldn’t think about anything but golf. “ His love of 

golf has served him well. 

“I got to play at the Junior World Tournament in Doral. I 

got paired with a kid from Spain.  I actually got sick and had to 

withdraw from the tournament,” Kenny recalls.  “The guy from 

Spain finished second, I think.  He went on to do just fine.  It was 

Sergio Garcia.”   

Kenny went on to do just fine, as well.  A golf scholarship 

took him to Oral Roberts University where his team won the 

Mid-Continent Conference golf title every year he played, and 

Kenny won the individual Mid-Continent Conference Player of 

the Year title in 1998. 

After college, he even hit the professional circuit for a cou-

ple of years, playing the Adams Tight Lies Tour as well as the 

inaugural year of the Gateway Pro Tour. 

“My highlight was probably in 2001,” Kenny recalls.  “The 

U.S. Amateur was at Pebble Beach.  My buddy Mike Ryan was 

caddying for me.  We were at OKC Golf & Country Club….and 

I was way ahead.  I gagged on the last three holes of the first 
round.  The second day I fell apart, but made a great late run and 

ended up missing a spot in the U.S. Amateur at Pebble Beach by a 

single stroke.  I always remember the near misses and the butt 

kickings, but I’m telling you -- it’s tough out there!” 

Kenny has given up his daily play, but is still on the course at 

least twice a week.  As a scratch golfer, he still carries a 0 handi-

cap. His best was a +4 handicap, “but that was a long time ago,” 

he laughs. 

Even his business is golf oriented, managing Grove and 

Claremore operations for Classic Golf Carts, a company his par-

ents Sally and Ken Cole, Sr. started in 1986 in Claremore.  

Heather left a career in banking when KC was born, but she 

always had a love of interior design. Three years ago, she joined 

Amber Benson at Nuance Interior Designs.  

 “I was a stay-at-home mom for about five years. When KC 

started school, it was time for me to get back in the work field. 

Luckily, Amber was needing some help, and it all just fell into 

place. Working for her has been the best experience ever!”  

Kenny and Heather both have deep Grand Lake and Shangri

-La roots.  In the mid-80s, as a child, Kenny made regular trips to 

the old Shangri-La Resort where his dad brought golf carts by the 

semi-load.  Heather’s mother, Charlene, ironically worked for 

Shangri-La owner Eddy Gibbs at his home in Owasso for almost 

a decade. 

“As soon as we got married in 2004, we packed everything 

up and moved to Shangri-La,” Heather says.  “We were lucky 

enough to find a place in Vista Towers.  We moved there a week 

after we were married, and joined the club at Shangri-La.” 

Three years ago, they built a home in The Cliff. Now, in-

stead of living on the south edge of the Shangri-La Golf Course, 

they live on the north edge. 

“We’ll never leave the Shangri-La area,” Kenny says flatly.  

“Eddy Gibbs built a beautiful playground for all of us to play on.  

There’s no reason for us to leave this place.  I don’t ever want to 

live more than a golf cart drive away from Shangri-La.”   

Kenny’s favorite Shangri-La amenity is obviously the golf 

course. A four-time Club Champion, he is a fixture at the Friday 

Continued on page 10…  



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

area that will rapidly become a premier destination, of-

fering a wide range of incredible beers, cocktails, & food.  

With such a fabulous facility on the horizon it only 

seems appropriate to dismiss any negative inclinations 

brought about during these trying times for those cen-

tered around enthusiasm and excitement. We hope you 

join us in this worthwhile exercise! 

Racquet Club 

One of the key attractions of The Anchor will be a 

full-service Racquet Club. Todd Kerr, former head tennis 

coach (among other teaching and coaching responsibili-

ties) at Grove High School, will lead the operation as 

Racquet Club Director. He also brings a heightened level 

of enthusiasm as we move towards opening. “I am very 

excited to get things rolling at the Racquet Club where 

there will be many fun activities,” Todd says. “We will 

have tennis/pickleball youth camps as well as beginner’s 

clinics and open hitting drills. Special men’s and ladies’ 

nights for both tennis and pickleball will be offered. Also, 

if tournaments and leagues are your thing, we will soon 
have both up and running this summer. Don’t worry if 

you are new to the racquet sports or haven’t played in a 

while, you can get private or group tennis/pickleball les-

sons! I look forward to an exciting and active season.” 

For more information about the racquet club, con-

tact Todd at todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com. 

What We’re Doing Now 

Preparation is the practice of the day. And one of 

the most critical aspects of our preparation involves 

recruiting talented staff members to join our team. Full-

time and part-time positions are available and posted for 

the Anchor Entertainment Team (A-Team). These posi-

tions provide incredible opportunities for hungry, moti-

vated individuals to be part of a cohesive team dedicated 

to providing an amazing experience for all visitors to The 

Anchor. Employees will develop their skills in teamwork 

and collaboration, customer service, sales, marketing & 

communication, facility management, and event planning 

& execution - all within the beautiful backdrop of the 

Shangri-La Resort property.  

Full-time positions will be filled first, while the part-

time positions will likely be filled closer to the opening 

date. We are taking applications for both at this time and 

will be in continuous communication with applicants. 

Interested in joining or know someone who may be up 

to the challenge? Apply at bit.ly/shangrila-careers. 

Our Commitment to You 

Our goal is to generate and optimize an experience 

so people leave the Anchor with their jaws on the floor 

and itching to come back (having told several friends 

about it, of course). This will be our standard, and we 

can’t wait to put it to practice. If you have any questions 

or inquiries feel free to contact me at 

lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com. Thanks, and I’ll see you 

soon at the Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations 

The Value of Flexibility and Positivity. 

A wise person recently espoused the importance of having a well 

thought out “Plan B”. Between COVID-19, construction, and this bitter 

cold spell, the willingness and ability to adjust is as critical now as any 

point in recent memory. Speaking of construction, progress is continuing 

daily at The Anchor activity center, but the brutal February weather, 

along with other unforeseen factors, have had an adverse impact. As a 

result, the upcoming grand opening of The Anchor is now being planned 

for May. Apologies for the expectations set or heightened by the time-

line communicated in last month’s article, from which the first word was 

literally “April.” We appreciate your understanding and will wear that 

misstep! 

All enthusiasm, however, need not be lost. In fact, it would be a 

graver mistake to let it slip at all! The incredible amenities of The An-

chor are still coming to Shangri-La. Construction workers, many of 

whom are braving these conditions to work long hours in the bitter 

cold, deserve our appreciation and respect, especially when we consider 
the prize at the end of the tunnel. The outdoor area will include tennis 

and pickleball on world-class courts, sand volleyball, basketball, WIFFLE 

ball in a miniature Fenway Park, fishing, cornhole, and a versatile, beauti-

ful event lawn. The indoor facility will include numerous arcade games 

for all ages, Hologate virtual reality immersive gaming, CXC racing simu-

lators to develop & test your Indy or NASCAR skills, or your aviation 

skills – advanced enough to let you try your hand at landing a modern 

fighter jet on a moving aircraft carrier. Additionally, there will be two 

golf and shooting simulators, featuring the latest Trackman technology, 

to allow you to play Shangri-La’s 27 spectacular holes virtually, have a 

closest to the pin competition with your friends, or get fitted for your 

new set of clubs with our on-site golf professional. First-class pool, ping 

pong, shuffleboard, foosball, & darts will be available, all alongside a bar 

Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations. It won’t be long, now! 

mailto:todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com
file:///C:/Users/mwilliams/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/D7XIRZ1M/bit.ly/shangrila-careers
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
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The crew at Doc’s Bar & Grill was excited about Valentine  

dinner service at Doc’s: (from left) McKayla Rutherford,  
Haley Vaughn, Sydney Davis, Mariah Coburn, Morgan Robinson, 

Kevin Carson, Skyler Ruthart and Adrielle Hartman. 

Members Doug and Kim Schoppa celebrated the Valentine’s Day 

holiday with dinner at The Summit Restaurant. 

Valentine dinner at The Summit: Julia and Todd Lee  

with Justin and Mandy May. 

Happy Valentine’s Day Dinner at The Summit for Shana Hartley, 

Manager of The Spa at Shangri-La, and her husband Travis. 

For the first time in many years, even the main lake was frozen –  

but the Shangri-La Resort Hotel looms majestic in the distance.  

(photo by Natasha Wilcox) 

Snow at the Shangri-La club house  may make for a pretty postcard  

or a great February calendar photo, but we’re sure glad it’s gone! 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 am-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

(Subject to Change ) 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Open to Members and Resort Guests 

4:00-9:00 p.m. Thursday 

4:00-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday-Wednesday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Closed for the Season 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Closed for the Season 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

 

Night Horse Race Competition.  

“That’s my favorite activity by far,” he says. 

“How far it has grown is amazing. It’s a giant social 

event with a competitive aspect. It’s definitely 

something I look forward to all week long.” He 

participates in the “Sunday Swing” and sneaks 

onto the course most Wednesday afternoons. He 

loves club competition, especially the Run a Mon-

key Tournament and the Trappers Cup, tourna-

ments founded by fellow club members Nevyle 

Cable and Ben Gibbs, respectively. He also enjoys 

the newer HackMasters Tournament, started by 

member Marshall Brackin. 

“Our members are the best at getting in-

volved in hosting some unique tournaments at our 

home course,” he says. 

Heather’s favorite Shangri-La spot is “the 

Continued from page 7…  

Construction teams are picking up steam, working toward a May opening  

of “The Anchor,” Shangri-La’s fabulous new activity center. 

pool, for sure! We love to go down to the hotel 

and swim in the resort pool.”  

While Kenny is occupied with golf, Heather 

enjoys painting, music, hanging out with family and, 

of course, decorating. KC is occupied with video 

games, basketball, football, and friends. Kenny is 

still hopeful of extending the family golf legacy. 

“I still haven’t given up on Heather learning, 

but I’m not holding my breath,” he confesses, “but 

she is very supportive of my love for the game. KC 

is slowly getting more interested in it. I think he 

will fall in love with the game in a few years, but 

I’m not pushing him.”  

“We’ll see,” Heather grins. “As KC gets older, 

it’s pretty evident I’m going to have to play more 

golf or I’m never going to see these two guys!” 

 


