
 

Valentine Specials, The Monkey Grind, Tennis, 
Pickleball, The Anchor – All Coming to 

Shangri-La Resort Very SOON! 
 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

entertaining all three nights. At 

Doc’s, Cory Lee will perform 

Friday, February 12 and Jacob 

Dement will entertain Saturday, 

February 13. Make your reser-

vations and plan to join us for 

one of these very special holiday 

celebrations. 

We have incredible Valen-

tine specials at The Spa at Shan-

gri-La, as well – and, if you really 

want to make it a special week-

end, make your reservations to 

take advantage of our Valentine 

weekend special pricing at Shan-

gri-La’s Resort Hotel. Valentine 

special pricing is $129 for one 

night or $199 for two nights, 

Friday night musical entertain-

ment through the winter 

months at Doc’s has become so 

popular that we have now ex-

tended our entertainment 

schedule through April – at 

least. 

February 14th is Valentine’s 

Day, of course, and Chef Mike 

and his crew have gone above 

and beyond to prepare a magi-

cal evening of culinary delights 

for your and your sweetheart. 

Valentine’s Dinner specials will 

be offered for three consecu-

tive nights, February 12-14, at 

both Doc’s Bar & Grill and at 

the Summit Restaurant. At the 

Summit, Terry Jordan will also be 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

As we roll into 2021, I have 

given up on the idea of even trying 

to contain my excitement! Our 

team is working tirelessly to en-

hance the benefits to our mem-

bers and the amenities available to 

our guests. 

Over the winter months, 

Doc’s Bar & Grill at our resort 

hotel has become THE Grand 

Lake destination. Daily weekday 

lunch specials, Italian Cuisine/Wine 

Wednesday night specials, Thurs-

day Night Prime Rib & Karaoke, 

Friday night All-You-Can-Eat rib 

specials, and our popular Sunday 

Brunch have made Doc’s the per-

fect dining destination day or 

night, seven days a week. Our live 
Continued on page 2…  
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The Anchor Activity Park at Shangri-La is progressing towards its Spring 2021opening. 
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including complimentary Sunday Brunch for 

two! 

IS IT YOUR BIRTHDAY? 

Several of our members celebrated 

their birthday at The Summit Restaurant in 

January, taking advantage of our newest 

member benefit – a free entrée at The Sum-

mit on or within 30 days following your 

birthday. If you are a member and have a 

birthday coming up, come celebrate your 

birthday with your friends and family at the 

Summit – and we’ll pick up the tab for your 

entrée! 

MONKEY GRIND! 

Also coming in February is a new resort 

venue that has caused a huge response in the 

Grand Lake area. Watch for the opening of 

The Monkey Grind coffee shop, a proud 

purveyor of Starbucks coffee – coming to 

Shangri-La Resort Hotel in February. We’ll 
have your favorite coffee, latte, espresso, 

frappuccino, tea and delectable baked goods 

– all your Starbucks favorites. I’ve already 

heard from a lot of people who are planning 

to reroute their morning drive to work to 

include a stop at The Monkey Grind for 

quick food items and the availability of coffee 

products Grand Lakers have long hoped for! 

GET READY TO ENJOY “THE ANCHOR” 

An enthusiastic management team, our 

food & beverage crew, and the Timberlake 

Construction workers are all racing a thou-

sand miles an hour toward the highly antici-

pated April opening of The Anchor activity 

park at Shangri-La.  This place is going to be 

so awesome it’ll be hard to leave once you 

get there!  

In addition to the wide variety of table 

games, arcade games, virtual reality arenas, 

NASCAR and Formula One driving experi-

ences, simulated jet flights, and a world-class 

bar, we have some incredible offerings for 

people anxious to improve their golf, tennis, 

or pickleball games. 

Longtime Shangri-La Lead Assistant Golf 

Professional Ryan Dalton will be taking a 

new role at The Anchor as an on-premises 

Player Development & Fitting Specialist. Ryan 

loves to teach golfers how to improve their 

equipment and their game to optimize their 

golf experience. With two Trackman simula-

tors, you’ll be able to refine your game in-

cluding an ability to play the entire 27-hole 

Shangri-La Championship golf course – virtu-

ally. You’ll be able to focus on specific styles, 

stances, and strategies. You’ll be able to play 

the same hole multiple times to build a spe-

cific strategy and the confidence under 

Ryan’s watchful eye to improve your score 

once you’re on the course. Ryan is a great 
instructor and I know serious golfers will 

soon be spending a lot of time with Ryan at 

Continued from page 1…  

The Anchor Golf Simulators. Contact him 

at ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com.  

If you are a tennis or pickleball enthu-

siast, Todd Kerr has joined the Shangri-La 

Team as Racquet Club Director. He is 

already forming leagues for women, men, 

singles, doubles, and couples. He is also 

scheduling clinics and creating a calendar of 

monthly activities focused on the Racquet 

Club. If you have an interest in tennis or 

pickleball, please take a couple of minutes 

just to let Todd know syour specific inter-

ests o he can keep you informed about 

upcoming opportunities and activities. 

Email todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com. 

Lee Lawson is the new Director of 

Anchor Operations. He is working like a 

mad man day and night, ensuring that ef-

forts are coordinated, planned to the tini-

est detail, and properly prepared to give 
you the ultimate entertainment experi-

ence. There is also a new Facebook page, 

exclusively for The Anchor. Search for 

“The Anchor on Monkey Island” on Face-

book to locate the page, like it, and follow 

it for all the latest updates on new devel-

opments and opening schedules for The 

Anchor. You may also contact Lee at 

lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com.      

 Similar to the Shangri-La golf opera-

tions, The Anchor and The Racquet Club 

will function as semi-private facilities and 

will be available to the public. In similar 

fashion, to keep our Shangri-La Members 

as a priority, there will be established dis-

counts, only available to our Shangri-La 

members, on game play at the The Anchor 

and Racquet Club. The purpose of making 

this significant investment in The Anchor 

was to dramatically enhance the attraction 

to the Resort for business conference 

groups and individual families looking for a 

getaway within driving distance in the 4-

state area, but will also serve as a signifi-

cant amenity for our members and the 

local community to enjoy.  

NEED TO GET IN SHAPE? 

In addition to our twice-weekly Wa-

ter Aerobics Classes with Certified In-

structor Mary Ellen Risinger, we are excit-

ed to add the services of two Certified 

Personal Trainers – Kari Filson and Savan-

nah Brown. Both are available for individual 

instruction either in the Shangri-La Fitness 

Center or in your home. If you are inter-

ested in individual sessions, contact Kari 

Filson at 918-938-1576 or Savannah Brown 

at 918-633-5797.  For additional questions 

about the future group sessions and what’s 

to come, contact Katelin Threet at  
katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

 

WILL YOU HELP US? 

We will soon be asking Shangri-La 

members to participate in a short survey 

to develop plans for further enhancement 

of Shangri-La membership value. Please 

take a few minutes to answer a few ques-

tions when you receive the survey. The 

questions are specifically focused on un-

derstanding more about your expectations 

of Shangri-La so we can understand and 

facilitate as many of your requests as is 

humanly possible.    

JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA  

RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the community for their families.  In our 

newest residential development, The Ridge 

at Shangri-La, twenty-one new homes have 
been sold! We have one spec home under 

construction and we also have a new fur-

nished model home available for touring! 

Only 16 home sites are available in this 

great neighborhood. 

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact Lane 

Worley at Coldwell Banker Shangri-La 

Realty to view our current inventory or 

design a new home! 

CHECK OUT OUR ALL-NEW  

SHANGRI-LA WEBSITE 

I would love for you to take a few 

minutes and go through our all-new Shan-

gri-La website. Our team has done a lot of 

work updating photographs, adding links, 

videos, tips, blogs, and more detailed infor-

mation about our resort. We will continue 

to update the new site on a regular basis 

to make it more useful for the thousands 

of additional visitors we are getting each 

month. www.shangrilaok.com.  

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S  

FREE MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow our on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. 

Our team is working hard every day 

to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always 

better than it was the day before. Thank 
you for your support, your patronage, and 

your friendship.  

mailto:ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com
mailto:todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com


 

Page 3 The Horizon: February 2021 

about Chocolate Covered Strawberries with your choice of 

white, milk, or dark chocolate? $12 for a half dozen or $24 for 

a dozen. Or…how about four delicious Red Velvet Cinnamon 

Rolls with Cream Cheese Icing for just ten bucks? It makes my 

mouth water just thinking about them. Prices do not include tax 

or service charge. If you would like to place an order for these 

awesome Valentine treats-to-go, contact Linda Wall at 918-257

-7716 or email her at linda.wall@shangrilaok.com. The deadline 

for ordering these treats is February 9 for pick-up February 12, 

13, or 14.  

COMING THIS MONTH – THE MONKEY GRIND! 

We are building our newest food & beverage venue at 

Shangri-La which we’re hoping to open late this month – The 

Monkey Grind, an authorized purveyor of Starbucks® coffee. 

The Monkey Grind will be a perfect place to grab the perfect 

snacks – delectable baked goods from Chef Julie’s kitchen and 

beyond. We will also offer wonderful beverages – Coffee, Latte, 

Espresso, Frappuccino, and a wide variety of your other favor-

ites. 

I’m really excited about this new venue which will be locat-
ed in the Pensacola Lounge, right in front of the hotel entrance 

to Doc’s. I know there is a lot of excitement about bringing this 

product to the Grand Lake area. There’s coffee and then 

there’s Starbucks® coffee. Soon, you will be able to relax with a 

cup of your favorite freshly brewed Starbucks® coffee at The 

Monkey Grind at Shangri-La. Construction is almost complete!  

DOC’S – ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU 

Our seven-day-a-week schedule, offering both lunch and 

dinner service – plus Sunday Brunch (with $2 Mimosas) – con-

tinues to fill a big void in the Monkey Island list of dining op-

tions. Doc’s is the only restaurant on the Island offering such 

service. In the winter months, it is one of only two dining op-

tions on Monkey Island on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday eve-

nings.  

Join us at Doc’s for Italian Cuisine/Wine Wednesdays, 

Prime Rib & Karaoke Thursdays, or Friday night All-You-Can-

Eat Rib Night. We also have great live entertainment at Doc’s 

every Friday night (and Saturday night Valentine weekend). This 

month, enjoy the music of Laron Simpson, Cory Lee, Jacob 

Dement, Scott Musick, and Jamey Hooper. I guarantee a good 

time! 

Don’t forget our “Lightning Lunch” specials are offered 

Monday-Friday. That’s a great option, especially if you’re in a 

hurry. Specials are served in 15 minutes – or they’re free! 

 It is also worth noting that Doc’s is also the only place 

you can get a cocktail seven days a week before 4:00 p.m. on 

the Island. We are open daily from 11:00 a.m. (9:00 a.m. on 

Sundays), with food service offered until 9:00 p.m. Sunday-

Thursday and until 10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday. With lots of 

big screen televisions, it’s the perfect spot to watch your favor-

ite college and professional sporting events – and “game day” 

cocktail specials include $3 well drinks and $2 select draw beer! 

I’ll look for you on Super Bowl Sunday! 

COME FOR THE FOOD – STAY FOR THE FUN! 

We’re here for you, and we continue to expand menu 

offerings available to our incredible members and guests at 

Shangri-La Resort. We appreciate your including Shangri-La as 

your go-to source for food, beverages – and fun! There’s more 

of all of it coming your way in 2021. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Executive Chef Michael Bujold: Quality Control?? 

It’s only February, and our Food & Beverage staff is already busy, 

busy, busy! Don’t forget there’s an upcoming holiday that is only rivaled 

by Mother’s Day in the popularity of creating a special dining experi-

ence for someone you love. For Valentine’s Day, we are planning three 

big nights of celebration at both the Summit Restaurant and Doc’s Bar 

& Grill.  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, February 12-14, Doc’s will offer a three

-course dinner special with a variety of options. Appetizer choices in-

clude Shrimp Cocktail, Caprese Salad or Asian Chicken Satay. Entrée 

offerings are Smoked Prime Rib, Thai Shrimp Drunken Noodle or 

Chicken Marsala. For dessert, choose from Chocolate Fondue, Straw-

berry Short Cake or Peaches ‘n’ Cream. This special Valentine dinner is 

priced at $45 per person – or, if you like, you can upgrade to include a 

select bottle of wine with a complete dinner & wine price of $100 per 

couple. Doc’s patrons will also enjoy live musical entertainment by Cory 

Lee on Friday night and Jacob Dement Saturday. 

At the Summit Restaurant, our members & guests are offered the 

fine dining options you have come to expect – a spectacular four-

course dinner with the option of wine pairings with each course. We’ll 

begin the evening with a Crawfish Tamale appetizer, followed by a Son-
oran Chopped Salad. The main course is a Surf & Turf offering with an 

Ancho Rubbed Petit Filet of Beef and Lobster Tail. Chef Julie’s featured 

dessert will be an unbelievable Xocolatl Aztec Hot Chocolate Bomb. 

The Summit dinner is served without wine pairings for $70 per person 

– or $100 per person with the four wine pairings. Terry Jordan will pro-

vide the live entertainment at The Summit all three nights of Valentine 

weekend. 

If you would like to delight your sweetie with some Valentine 

sweets, Chef Julie has you covered with some delicious treats. How 

mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
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It’s showtime! The “Oklahoma Virtual Boat Show” is officially 

underway and will continue through Sunday, February 14. With 

more and more shoppers moving toward online shopping – and 

especially with the continuing Covid-19 pandemic, leading boat 

dealers in Oklahoma have put together an awesome opportunity 

for you to make the purchase of the perfect new boat from the 

comfort of your own easy chair! 

Due to the pandemic and the growth of online shopping, the 

vast majority of Grand Lake Boat Dealers (in fact the vast majority 

of all boat dealers in northeastern Oklahoma) have decided not to 

participate in the traditional Boat, Sport & Travel Show. Instead, 

you are invited to the “Oklahoma Virtual Boat Show” which will 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Marina Manager, Mitch Whitehead, is raring to go for the 2021 Season! 

feature literally dozens of different boat brands and hundreds of 

models – virtually! The online show offer buyers a safe and easy 

way to shop all the latest models. 

It’s easy. Just log on to www.oklahomavirtualboatshow.com 

and follow the easy directions. You can select your favorite dealer 

and instantly see all available models. Or you can select your fa-

vorite brand of boat, click on the brand, and you will be transport-

ed immediately to your local dealer who carries that brand and 

check out available models. 

Nichols Marine and Nichols Marine at Shangri-La are among 

leading participants in the Oklahoma Virtual Boat Show. You can 

go directly to the Nichols Marine website at 

www.nicholsmarine.com and see available values instantly – or you 

can  browse  through  v i r tua l l y  a l l  br ands  at 

www.oklahomavirtualboatshow.com and make your comparisons 

prior to making your purchase. Nichols Marine representatives 

will be available by phone, text, and email to answer any questions 

you may have and to provide assistance in finalizing your purchase.  

With changing times, the majority of in-person boat shows 

throughout the United States have been canceled. The in-person 
Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel Show will still be open February 1-7, 

but there will only be three Grand Lake boat dealers with in-

person exhibits. All other dealers will be participating exclusively 

in the Oklahoma VIRTUAL Boat Show. 

Times are changing – and Nichols Marine at Shangri-La is 

proud to be a leading participant in this cutting-edge technology: 

online boat shopping and buying via the online Oklahoma Virtual 

Boat Show. There’s no need to mask up, worry about social dis-

tancing, pay for the privilege of shopping, or pay $15 for a beer, 

just relax and do your boat buying – virtually! 

There is a bonus to shopping the virtual show, as well. A 

simple click on the website allows you to enter for a chance to 

win a fabulous weekend at Shangri-La Resort including a room at 

our fabulous resort hotel, golf, dinner and a relaxing day at The 

Spa at Shangri-La! 

BOAT RENTAL RESERVATIONS NOW AVAILABLE 

If you’re not quite ready to purchase a boat, but you still 

want to enjoy a summer on the water, advance reservations are 

now available online for boat rentals at www.sailgrand.com – or by 

telephone at 918-257-6000. 

Boat rentals will be available beginning as early as March 1. 

Personal watercraft rentals and yacht charters will be available 

later in the Spring – and parasailing adventures will kick off the 

2021 season on Memorial weekend.  

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU THROUGH THE WINTER 

It’s been a little chilly around the marina lately, but we’re 

here through the winter to take care of the year-round boaters 

and to make sure the boats in our marina are properly taken care 

of. Water service to the docks has been disconnected and the 

pump-out facilities have been winterized; but the Ship Store and 

fuel dock remain open throughout the winter Monday-Saturday 

from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

BOAT SALES AT NICHOLS MARINE AT SHANGRI-LA 

Demand for new boats is higher than in recent years and may 

require a little advance planning for specific models. You can view 

the complete Nichols Marine new and used boat inventory at 

www.nicholsmarine.com or join us for the Oklahoma Virtual Boat 

Show. 

We are here to serve you throughout the winter months – 

and we’re always happy to see you. 

http://www.oklahomavirtualboatshow.com
http://www.nicholsmarine.com
http://www.oklahomavirtualboatshow.com
http://www.sailgrand.com
http://www.nicholsmarine.com
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Director of Anchor Operations Lee Lawson is busily  

preparing for the opening of The Anchor activity park.  

Look closely at the picture with this story – 

because when you see Lee Lawson in person, he’s 

probably going to be nothing but a quick-moving 

blur for the next few months. As Director of An-

chor Operations, Lee has his hands full hiring staff, 

planning space usage, lining up delivery of games 

and equipment, and planning operational details for 

the April opening of “The Anchor,” Shangri-La’s 

new $10.5 million indoor/outdoor activity park. 

But his schedule now may look relaxed compared 

to his schedule once the new facility opens. 

“I look at the job as a two-year ‘sprint,’” Lee 

laughs. “Hopefully, after two years, that ‘sprint’ will 

slow down to a ‘brisk jog.’ But what an incredible 

opportunity it is.” 

A native of Owasso, Oklahoma, Lee holds a 

Bachelors Degree in General Business and a Mas-

ters in Educational Leadership Studies, both from 

Oklahoma State University. It was a bit of a circui-

tous route through his years of higher education 
and his path to Shangri-La Resort. 

As an undergraduate in his early twenties, he 

took a semester off to play online poker profes-

sionally (before the Department of Justice out-

lawed the games in 2007). 

“It was very stressful, with a lot of ups and 

downs,” he admits, “but after a semester, I had 

actually saved enough money to pay for my under-

graduate degree.” 

He didn’t return to Oklahoma State Universi-

ty immediately, because he had another itch to 

scratch – baseball, a love he had developed during 

his years at Owasso High School.  

Staff Spotlight: Lee Lawson 
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 
“Our baseball team at Owasso wasn’t famous for being real talented or 

making trips to state tournaments, but we are remembered for one thing,” 

he grins. “During a sudden rainstorm, our coach told us to put a tarp over 

the field. We did, but we didn’t think to take off our spikes. We’re probably 

best remembered for that field tarp with millions of holes in it, thanks to 

us.” 

Lee scratched his baseball “itch” with a year playing at Fort Lewis Col-

lege in Colorado before returning to OSU to complete his undergraduate 

work. He got his first real big break when he was hired to work with stu-

dents in a coordinator position at OSUIT in Okmulgee. It was there that he 

met his future wife Tara who was studying graphic arts at the college, and 

completed work on his Masters degree. After four-and-a-half years as 

OSUIT, he was hired at the University of Oklahoma Tulsa campus where he 

spent six-and-a-half years as Assistant Director of Student Affairs.  

“I bought an OU tie for my interview. After all those years at OSU, it 

was the first time I had ever worn crimson. I thought I was going to burst 

into flames,” he laughs, “but I got the job.  My closet changed from ‘full of 

orange’ to ‘full of crimson.’ Now it’s pretty much a mix of both.” 

The challenge of bringing Oklahoma’s biggest “barcade” operation to 

life is an exciting challenge for Lee; and he and his wife Tara wanted to 
move from the metro area to a more serene setting. Ironically, it was the 

geographic flexibility of Tara’s career as a graphic designer for Spectrio that 

allowed him to quickly accept the unique opportunity at Shangri-La Resort.  

An admitted “golf addict,” Lee is thrilled to be a part of the Shangri-La 

team. His unique history of building relationships, encouraging young staff-

ers, and managing diverse challenges makes him a perfect fit for the Direc-

tor of Anchor Operations position. 

Lee and Tara have already moved to Monkey Island, temporarily 

housed at The Reserve while their new home is being built at 94 West on 

Monkey Island, directly behind The Shebang Restaurant and less than a mile 

from Shangri-La. 

“It’s absolutely perfect,” Lee says. “With the Monkey Island Trail right 

by our house, I can take a golf cart to work – and to play! It doesn’t get any 

better than that.” 

Congrats to Shangri-La Member Ryburn McCullough of Tulsa on his 3rd career 

Hole in One carded on January 5th.  It was the first hole-in-one of 2021 at  

Shangri-La. Ryburn accomplished his first at Shangri-La ace after 46 years  

playing on Monkey Island when he aced #2 Champions from 120 yards with his  

9-iron. The memorable moment was shared with his son Carson.  

Great shot Ryburn! Don’t wait another 46 years to get one more. 
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We are very sad to have lost Dede Sparkman this past season, but her  

unrelenting joy will always be with us and cherished. She taught us all about  

enjoying life and will always be remembered! We miss you Dede!!!  

(Pictured here with her Husband Ron Sparkman) 

It’s time to look ahead to another great sea-

son for the Shangri-La Women’s Golf Association. 

Our new Board members for the 2021 season 

include Cheryl Brecheisen, President; Judi Barber, 

Past President and Away Golf; Peggy Howard-

Burgess, Vice-President; Candy Couch, Secretary; 

Linda McCulla, Treasurer; Candy Brasel, Publicity 

Chair; Jan Castelli, 9-hole Chair; Gloria Pickens, 18

-hole Chair; and Peggy Blair, Member-at-Large. 

The SLWGA Mission Statement is 

“Promoting the Shangri-La Golf Club and women’s 

golf through activities which are aimed at fellow-

ship, fun, and variety in golf experiences.” 

The SLWGA Board members met to make 

plans for the upcoming 2021 golf season; and lots 

of fantastic activities are planned. We hope you 

will join us for a year of good golf, fun, and fellow-

ship. 

SAVE THE DATE 

February 13 at 1:00 p.m.: Second Annu-
al 9-hole Snow Bunny Golf Event. We’ll meet 

at the pro shop at 12:30 to get details for the day. 

There will be two bunnies per team (we will ar-

range). Please call Pat Dunn at 918-314-3179 no 

later than February 6 if you are interested in play-

ing in this fun event. Breakfast sandwiches will be 

available at the Turn House. Tee time is 1:00 p.m. 

April 10, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.: SLWGA 

Spring Luncheon. We look forward to seeing 

everyone. This luncheon is for current members 

and future members. If you are new to Shangri-La 

and would like to be a part of this fun organization, 

please plan to join us. 

April Begins the SLWGA 2021 Season 

(open to all ladies who are members of 

Shangri-La). Golf season is right around the 

corner. We are inviting ladies of all skill levels to 

come out and play with the Monday morning 

league beginning in April. The league is social, fun, 

and entertaining, as well as competitive for those 

who like the competitive aspect. 

To accommodate all skill levels, we also offer 

a 9-hole and 18-hole group. Since many members 

are not full-time residents, you can play whenever 

it’s convenient for your schedule. We would love 

to see some new faces this year. Interested – or 

need more information about the women’s league? 

Contact Judi Barber at barber920@gmail.com.  

We hope to see you in April! 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by: Candy Brasel 

Members Kari Filson and Greg Hopeman brought in the 

new year with a great evening at Doc’s. Next up…

Valentine’s Day? (photo by Haley Vaughn)  

mailto:barber920@gmail.com
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Member Profile: Jack and Jackie Moore 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Jack and Jackie Moore celebrating their 64th Wedding Anniversary.  

Over the past few months, Monkey Islanders Jack and 

Jackie Moore have seemingly been subjected to the legendary, 

if ironic, “Chinese Curse” – “May you live in interesting 

times.”  

It began last summer when Jackie fell victim to a difficult 

bout with Covid-19. Now, with Jackie well on the road to full 

recovery, Jack seemingly fell victim to “the curse.” 

“We were enjoying dinner at Doc’s Bar & Grill with a 

party of five. Due to my poor eating habits,” Jack recalls, “I 

became severely choked and quickly was getting to a place 

where I could no longer take a breath. No one in my party 

was successfully helping me. Fortunately, the entire Doc’s staff 

responded immediately. Bartender Samantha Jackson took 

quick, decisive action, pushed aside the unsuccessful helpers, 

and immediately freed me of my food obstruction with her 

application of the Heimlich maneuver. 

“I estimate there is a 95% chance that Samantha actually 

saved my life!” 

Jack and Jackie’s lives are a storybook of interesting and 

historic times. They met while they were in high school in 
Crawfordsville, Indiana, about 40 miles from Indianapolis. 

“He walked into Physics class his first day at school, and I 

about dropped my teeth,” Jackie recalls.  “I thought right then, 

‘I’m going to marry that guy.’  It happened, but it took a while.  

It took a couple of years before we even had a date.” 

In fact, they didn’t actually start dating until Jack’s family 

moved about 70 miles away.  Then, he headed for Purdue 

University and Jackie started nursing school in Indianapolis.  

Apparently the long-distance dating enabled the love bug to 

take its toll, though.  When Jack received a nomination to be a 

member of the very first class at the Air Force Academy, he 

turned it down. 

“I didn’t want to wait four years to get married,” he says, 

“so I turned them down.  Then, I ended up making the Air 

Force a career, after all!” 

It was a distinguished Air Force career, too – twenty-one

-and-a-half years.  He was commissioned in 1956 through the 

legendary Aviation Cadet program which was the path for 

virtually all military flyers of the day prior to being discontinued in 

the sixties.  To this day, in fact, Aviation Cadets are honored as 

“The Last of a Breed.” 

For the first six years of his military career, he stayed in Harl-

ingen, Texas, working as an instructor in the Aviation Cadet pro-

gram.  Unfortunately, America was at war.  Jack and Jackie moved to 

Okinawa where they were stationed from 1961-1964.  In fact, the 

youngest of their five children was born there.  Jack began flying into 

Vietnam as a navigator on C-130s.  He was one of the few who flew 

into fire both at the beginning of the war in 1961 and again near the 

end.  After receiving his Masters Degree at the University of Colora-

do, Jack was assigned to recruitment in Detroit, Chicago and Harris-

burg, Pennsylvania.  In 1971, though, the war called again.  He was 

assigned to Taiwan – back to the C-130s and another two years in 

the troubled skies over Vietnam. 

He received the Distinguished Flying Cross for an heroic mis-

sion during the legendary 66-day Battle of An Loc, as well as efforts 

over more than a decade of war; but he spent significant time in 

pleasant skies, as well, flying VIPs out of Germany in the only Ameri-

can aircraft with tail numbers approved for flights into both Berlin 
and Moscow in those troubled days.  At the end of his Southeast 

Asia Tour he was actually involved in planning the final flight to re-

trieve American POWs from Hanoi, but was reassigned shortly 

before the storied flight actually took place. 

Through those years, Jackie was involved in an equally distin-

guished career in nursing – a career interrupted early for ten years 

to raise five kids. 

She worked as a registered nurse at Landstuhl Regional Medical 

Center in Landstuhl, Germany during their two years in Germany 

prior to Jack’s final military assignment in Spain. Today, Landstuhl is 

still the major recipient of injured soldiers from Middle East con-

flicts. Jackie’s nursing service abroad was heroic, but back home, it 

became historic! 

“I was privileged to be a part of the first group to do outpatient 

surgery in Tulsa,” she recalls.  “It’s routine now, of course, but that 

was the first one.  It was quite a novel idea.” That experience led to 

Continued on page 10…  

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s bartender” Samantha Jackson  
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gather around one of the fire pits with your group of friends. The action inside will 

be just a few steps away.  

The Anchor is also designed to be a premier facility for parties, weddings, con-

certs, events, and festivals. A comprehensive event calendar will be embedded into 

the Shangri-La app and posted to the Shangri-La website & social media platforms. It 

will also be on continuous display within the facility to ensure that everyone can 

stay informed & up to date. 

 It is not an exaggeration to say there will be something for everyone at The 

Anchor. This is why there is so much excitement! 

Honoring the Brave 

The most important component to The Anchor, however, is the inspiration 

behind its name. The Anchor at Shangri-La will be a daily reminder of the sacrifice 

made by the 429 crew who perished aboard the USS Oklahoma during the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. A memorial to those brave men & 

women, featuring each of their names, will be permanently displayed on a monu-

ment just east of the facility. The monument will also feature a to-scale replica of 

the anchor affixed to the USS Oklahoma on the day she was attacked. It will always 

be important amidst all the fun, excitement, and energy that permeates Shangri-La 

to pause occasionally and remember, with gratitude & reverence, the sacrifices that 

allow us the privilege of living freely as Americans.  
What We’re Doing Now 

There is a beehive of activity happening behind the scenes right now in prepa-

ration for the opening – from large tasks such as coordinating construction pro-

gress, equipment arrivals, and staffing numbers & structure, to small tasks such as 

determining the quantity of ping pong paddles needed to ensure a premium experi-

ence for amateurs & enthusiasts alike. Every detail must be considered, and we 

must get every detail right. This will be our focus leading up to launch day and we 

will keep you informed along the way. 

Our Commitment to You 

Our goal is to generate & optimize an experience so people leave The Anchor 

with their jaws on the floor and itching to come back (having told several friends 

about it, of course). This will be our standard, and we can’t wait it put it to practice. 

If you have any questions or inquiries feel free to contact me at 

lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com. I’ll see you soon at The Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations 

April, 2021. 

This month is circled on our calendars as 

we watch the daily progress being made on the 

construction of The Anchor, Shangri-La’s new 

state-of-the-art activity center set to revolution-

ize lake life in Oklahoma as we know it. It feels 

like a rocket is being assembled & we are count-

ing down until we can declare “Ready for 

Launch” and flip the ignition switch. 

Why so much excitement? Simply put, The 

Anchor is going to blow your minds. People will 

be able to engage in an experience at The An-

chor unlike any they have had before. The list of 

amenities is seemingly endless. The outdoor 

area will include tennis and pickleball on world-

class courts, sand volleyball, basketball, WIFFLE 

Ball in a miniature Fenway Park, fishing, corn-

hole, and a versatile, beautiful event lawn. 

 The indoor facility will include numerous 

arcade games for all ages, Hologate virtual reali-
ty immersive gaming, CXC racing simulators to 

develop and test your Indy or NASCAR skills, 

or your aviation skills – advanced enough to let 

you try your hand at landing a modern fighter 

jet on a moving aircraft carrier. Additionally, 

there will be two golf & shooting simulators 

featuring the latest Trackman technology, to 

allow you to play Shangri-La’s 27 spectacular 

holes virtually, have a closes- to-the-pin compe-

tition with your friends, or get fitted for your 

new set of clubs with our on-site golf profes-

sional. First-class pool, ping pong, shuffleboard, 

foosball, & darts will be available, all alongside a 

bar area that will rapidly become a premier 

destination, offering a wide range of incredible 

beers, cocktails, & food.  

The bar will feature large windows over-

looking the racquet courts, marina, and lake, and 

will feature numerous massive monitors that will 

bring the big game to you in an even bigger way. 

But, if a more subdued environment is what you 

prefer, you will be able to step outside onto the 

outdoor lounge deck overlooking the pond and 
The Hologate Theater at the Anchor is a one of a kind experience. 

mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
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Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 am-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

(Subject to Change ) 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Open to Members and Resort Guests 

4:00-9:00 p.m. Thursday 

4:00-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday-Wednesday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Closed for the Season 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Closed for the Season 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

 

more landmarks in the medical field for Jackie.  

She opened and ran Tulsa’s Springer Clinic’s Am-

bulatory Surgery Center from its very first days. 

“I opened it, got it accredited – and actually 

bought into it as an owner.”  She retired as Direc-

tor of the Outpatient Surgery Center in 1997, and 

Springer is actually owned by St. Francis these 

days.   

After Jack’s military service, he spent a sec-

ond career in retail as both the owner of a high 

end shoes and accessories store in Tulsa’s Utica 

Square (Charles Jourdan) and as a retail consult-

ant.  He retired in 2000 and the duo moved to 

Grand Lake, first to Heritage Point in Port Dun-

can, then to Vista Towers which they have called 

home for almost ten years. 

Jack and Jackie are both fixtures at the Shan-

gri-La Club House.  Jack has been an avid golfer 

since high school.  He is the founder of the “Mary 

Moore Charity Event” honoring the memory of 
his mother. The event, held each August at Shan-

gri-La, has raised almost a quarter million dollars 

for Special Olympics ($229,100 to date). 

Jack is also a co-founder of a program to 

mentor golfers from the Home of Hope, a Vinita-

based facility providing services to developmental-

ly disabled adults. 

“We started with just two volunteers and 

two players,” Jack recalls. “If the Covid-19 situa-

tion allows, we’ll start the 2021 season in March 

with 28 players and 37 volunteers. We limit par-

ticipation to 28 players, but we even have a wait-

ing list. We play every Monday evening from mid-

March to mid-October and participate in two 

tournaments at Mohawk Park in Tulsa and, of 

Continued from page 7…  

course, the Oklahoma Special Olympics in Stillwa-

ter where our 28 players make up the largest golf 

team in the event by far.”   

Jack was instrumental in re-establishing the 

Men’s Golf Association when Eddy Gibbs pur-

chased Shangri-La, and he is still active, playing at 

least twice a week, weather permitting. Unbelieva-

bly, Jack has shot his age 117 times – the first time 

when he was 71. Last year alone, he shot his age 

45 times, including a streak of 29 consecutive 

times!  

 Jackie has held virtually every office in the 

Shangri-La Women’s Golf Association, although 

she has now given up the game. She was temporar-

ily sidelined after a bout with Covid-19 last sum-

mer, but she plans to return to active participation 

this year. Jack still plays at Shangri-La at least twice 

a week. 

“We love it here,” Jackie says.  “The food is 

great.  The service is great; and the course is unbe-
lievable.” 

“It just keeps getting better every day,” Jack 

adds. 

You can normally find Jackie in the Club 

House at an SLWGA meeting or event.  As for 

Jack, he’s easy to spot. 

“Oh, yes,” Jackie says.  “He’s the only one on 

the course wearing those orange corduroy pants!  

I thought I threw those things away,” she laughs. 

If Jack and Jackie aren’t visiting their five chil-

dren, twelve grandchildren and four great-

grandchildren on voyages from Tulsa to Grove to 

Houston to Germany – they’re easy to find.  Look 

for them at Shangri-La! 


