
 

New Club Champions, Sunset Cruise, Shrimp Boils, 
Seafood Specials and Live Entertainment Highlight 

Exciting Events at Shangri-La Resort  
By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

Friday Night Sunset Cruise will 

set sail from Shangri-La Marina 

(contact Katelin Threet at 918-

257-7720 for reservations); and 

we have an incredible line-up of 

live entertainment on the calen-

dar. 

The talented Terry Jordan 

continues to entertain each 

Saturday & Sunday evening at 

the Summit Restaurant from 

6:00-9:00. At Eddy’s Lakeside 

Bar, Saturday night live enter-

tainment this month features a 

fabulous line-up of artists: Lucas 

Gates, Brett & Terri, Whiskey Poet 

Society, 5th Element, and After 

Party leading into the Labor Day 

weekend with two nights of 

great entertainment by Lucas 
Gates and Reverse Reaction. 

ON THE GOLF COURSE 

The golf course at Shangri-

La remains incredibly busy and 

PGA Director of Golf Rob Ya-

excellent golf at Shangri-La! 

Congratulations to all who par-

ticipated in these great tourna-

ments – and especially to our 

newly crowned Club Champi-

ons! 

BUSY MONTH AHEAD! 

With the delayed start of 

many public schools in Oklaho-

ma – including Oklahoma City 

and Tulsa Public Schools – and 

much of Kansas (including 

Wichita), the official family sea-

son at Grand Lake has a full 

month extension this year; and 

we have plenty of activities 

planned for our members and 

guests. Our weekly Thursday 

Night Shrimp Boils at Doc’s 

Patio continue to grow in popu-
larity, and Chef Mike’s incredi-

ble weekly fresh-flown seafood 

specials at the Summit are com-

plete sell-outs every single 

week! August 14, our monthly 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

After a month of busy activi-

ties and events at Shangri-La, we 

wrapped up the month of July with 

serious action on the golf course 

resulting in new Club Champions 

for 2020-2021. Congratulations to 

the Men’s Club Champion Spencer 

Londagin. Pat Sheeler took top 

Championship honors in the Men’s 

60+ Senior Division. Lisette 

Coston took the Women’s Club 

Championship Title and Peggy 

Howard took the Women’s 9-hole 

Championship. As we look to 

future stand-outs on the course, 

we need look no further than the 

accomplishments of our 2020 

Junior Club Champions Hayden 

Dalton (Boys 12-15), Trip Stanford 

(Boys 9-11), Brantley Brown (Boys 
8 & under), Katelyn Clark (Girls 

12-15), Alaina Schoppa (Girls 9-

11), and Tevanna Brackin (Girls 8 

& under). 

What an incredible month of 

Continued on page 2…  
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novitch has a busy schedule planned this 

month. The popular Dock Shots competition 

returns August 7, the same weekend as one 

of Shangri-La’s longest running private tour-

nament events, the Run a Monkey Tourna-

ment. August 14 marks the annual Mary 

Moore Charity Event with an always sold-

out lineup of golfers, as well as an in-person 

and online silent auction of great prizes. 

Proceeds benefit the Special Olympic Golf 

program at The Home of Hope. It’s a truly 

heartwarming and fun event. 

That’s only the beginning, though. Au-

gust 15, Rob and his crew have planned a 

Long Drive Competition, and a Couples 

Mixer. The MGA Breakfast Club will hit the 

course early that same day. Add in the 

weekly Thursday Night Scramble, the Friday 

Night Yellow Rabbit Run Horse Races, a 

variety of Saturday clinics and classes and the 
regular Monday SLWGA Play Days and you 

can see why Shangri-La’s membership is 

rapidly closing in on historic record-breaking 

numbers.  

I can’t tell you how much I appreciate 

the never-ending support of our fabulous 

members and the guests who are discovering 

all our resort has to offer. 

POPULAR FOOD & BEVERAGE VENUES 

If you haven’t been to our newly ex-

panded pool bar, you’re the only one! Our 

slushy drinks for kids of all ages have been a 

huge hit with the pool crowd. Doc’s Bar & 

Grill offers a take-out menu, not only for 

dining at home, but for great poolside 

snacks. 

The Summit Restaurant is open for 

lunch daily for our members and resort 

guests, and offers dinner service Thursday-

Sunday each week (open to the public Sun-

days). Eddy’s Lakeside Bar offers water-view 

al fresco dining and drinking Friday-Sunday 

Continued from page 1…  for both lunch and dinner service. 

Our entire team at Shangri-La is 

working daily to maintain Covid-19 proto-

col with readily available hand sanitizer, 

recommended social distancing, continual 

cleaning and masked staff members where 

social distancing is not possible. We take 

this ever-changing atmosphere seriously, 

including employee testing and special 

attention to the health and safety of our 

members, our resort guests, and our hard-

working team members. 

A BREAK FROM WATER AEROBICS 

Water Aerobics instructor Mary Ellen 

Risinger is taking a well-deserved break 

during the month of August, so Water 

Aerobics Classes will not be offered this 

month. Mary Ellen will return to the in-

door pool to resume our Water Aerobics 

program September 1. To reserve your 
space for the Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 

a.m. classes, contact Katelin Threet at 918-

2 5 7 - 7 7 2 0  o r  e m a i l  K a t e -

lin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

SPREADING THE WORD 

We continue to take advantage of 

opportunities to spread the news about all 

Shangri-La and Grand Lake have to offer. 

The resort was featured on the Living 

Grand on Grand Lake television program 

last month; and KOAM-TV in Pittsburg/

Joplin did an extensive feature on Shangri-

La Resort and Sail Grand headlined “Covid

-19 Isn’t Slowing the Summer Fun on 

Grand Lake.” 

Midwest Golfing Magazine is out with 

their summer issue which includes an awe-

some four-page spread on Shangri-La with 

a sidebar about our new Activity Park. We 

are honored that Midwest Golfing has 

dubbed Shangri-La “Oklahoma’s #1 Golf 

Destination.”  

ACTIVITY PARK 

If you have driven past the new Activ-

ity Park venue, you can see some major 

progress on our construction of that excit-

ing new facility. Dirt work is complete, the 

entire project area has been fenced off and 

Timberlake Construction crews are on site 

and hard at work on what has now be-

come an incredible $10 million indoor-

outdoor facility for year-round fun. We 

are hopeful of having many of the outdoor 

facilities available for use in November 

2020 with plans to complete the indoor 

facilities for opening April, 2021. 

JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA RESORT-

COMMUNITY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the entertainment atmosphere for their 

families.  In our newest residential devel-

opment, The Ridge at Shangri-La, sixteen 
new homes have been sold! We have one 

newly completed spec home that is ready 

for move-in and another under construc-

tion.  We also have a new furnished model 

home available for touring! 

The Gallery is now sold out. 

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact Lane 

Worley at Coldwell Banker Shangri-La 

Realty to view our current inventory or 

design a new home! 

THANK YOU TO GREAT  

MONKEY ISLAND CITIZENS! 

One of the great things about living 

on Monkey Island is the incredible commu-

nity spirit and shared pride of the citizenry, 

including some amazingly considerate citi-

zens. I don’t want to name names because 

I would undoubtedly leave someone out – 

but it warms my heart to see so many 

people stop along the highway and golf cart 

trail to pick up a piece of trash. I also want 

to give a shout-out to the many Islanders 

who donate each year to keep the highway 

right-of-way mowed and trimmed. There is 

only one reason Monkey Island outshines 

most areas of the Grand Lake community 

– the pride of the people who live here. 

You know who you are. I can’t thank you 

enough! 

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S FREE 

MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-
2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow our on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. 

mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
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Thank you so much for your patience during the time we 

were only able to offer limited options. Things have returned to 

some sense of normalcy. 

The Summit Restaurant is on new operating hours – open 

for lunch daily (limited sandwich menus Monday-Wednesday), 

and dinner service Thursday-Sunday. The Summit is open to the 

public for dinner service on Sunday. 

Eddy’s is open Friday & Saturday from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 

a.m. and Sundays 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. with live entertainment 

Saturday nights 

The Turn House at the club house is a great place to pick up 

a grab-and-go sandwich or hot dog and your favorite beverage 

seven days a week from 8:00-6:00.  

LIVE MUSIC While You Eat! 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar continues to be Grand Lake’s go-to spot 

for waterfront fun – accessible by both land and by Grand (we 

even had a float plane pull into the courtesy docks at Eddy’s last 

month).  

We have a great entertainment line-up at Eddy’s this month 

including Lucas Gates (8/1), Brett & Terri (8/8), Whiskey Poet Society 
(8/15), 5th Element (8/22), and After Party (8/29). If you’re planning 

ahead to the big Labor Day weekend, featured musicians that 

weekend will be Lucas Gates (9/5) and Reverse Reaction (9/6).  

The talented Terry Jordan is on hand to entertain weekly on 

Saturday and Sunday nights at The Summit Restaurant.  

Come for the Food – Stay for the Fun! 

We’re here for you, and we continue to expand both our 

menus and our venues available to our incredible members and 

guests at Shangri-La Resort.  

Hopefully, we’ll soon have the pesky COVID-19 issues in 

our rearview mirror. Things are a little better every day. Thank 

you so much for your continued support and for your kind com-

pliments about our food & beverage service. We appreciate your 

including Shangri-La as your go-to source for food, beverages – 

and fun!. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

The Summit Seafood Specials have all sold out every week. They’re all very special…but my goodness – that Sea Bass! 

I’m not sure we have added any menu option in recent years 

that has caught fire like our weekly fresh-flown-from-Hawaii sea-

food specials at The Summit Restaurant. Quantities of these delica-

cies are always limited, but we have developed a great relationship 

with the Honolulu Fish Company. Their fish are always caught on 

lines and hooks, never by net and never farm raised. These dishes 

are fresh – and by fresh, I mean the fish we serve each weekend has 

been out of the water less than 32 hours when it arrives on our 

doorstep on Monkey Island. From a chef’s perspective, I don’t be-

lieve you can get a fresher pacific fish or better quality pacific fish 

on this planet unless you are personally fishing in Hawaii. 

Obviously, I’m not the only one who has that opinion, because 

our Summit Seafood Specials have completely sold out every single 

week – sometimes by Thursday. We put out information each 

Wednesday about the special of the week. If it looks like something 

you want, my advice is to reserve your special when you make your 

space reservations. That way, we can save one for you. 

The Thursday Night Shrimp Boil and Karaoke fun is back in full 

force with great crowds and great camaraderie. The menu at Eddy’s 

is extremely popular, as well. Thank you for your kind comments 
about the food and service. The Doc’s take-out menu is available 

on both our website and the Shangri-La mobile app; and business is 

booming. The hottest drawing card, though, (no pun intended) is 

our expanded pool bar. I can’t believe the fabulous response we 

have had to our great team at that venue – and the incredible pop-

ularity of our new slushy drink offerings for kids of all ages. We are 

rockin’ it in the food & beverage department at Shangri-La. We are 

really having a great summer – and I hope you are, too! 

Events 

We had some great events in the past month with some 

chances to put together a variety of food items at events for the 

Oklahoma Legislature, QuikTrip, some of our favorite golf groups, 

our Marina Slip Renters Appreciation Luau, and of course the kids 

attending the Sports Camp and the Junior Skills Camp during the 

past month. Banquet, wedding, and corporate groups are filling the 

Shangri-La schedule, and we have several fun events coming up this 

month, too, starting with another fun Dock Shots competition Au-

gust 7 in conjunction with one of our favorite events every year – 

the big Run a Monkey Golf Tournament.  

Thank You! 
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It looks like the summer boating season has been extended for another 

month and maybe more, largely due to the rescheduled starting date for major 

school districts. Oklahoma City Schools will now begin classes August 31 – but 

they will be “virtual” classes for the first nine weeks of the school year. Tulsa 

Public Schools have also postponed the start of their school year until August 31 

– and, although some districts may opt differently, Kansas Governor Kelly has 

ordered schools not to open until after Labor Day – September 9. That’s when 

Wichita opens. 

With many high school and collegiate sporting events revising their sched-

ules as well, the silver lining is the extended schedule for the major boating sea-

son on Grand Lake, as we move toward the Labor Day Weekend September 4-

7. 

We continue to observe Covid-19 protocol at Shangri-La Resort & Marina 

and at Sail Grand. Outdoors is probably the best place to be, but the health and 

safety of our staff, members, and customers is our foremost concern. We are 

taking every precaution. 

ABOVE ALL – THANK YOU! 

I can’t thank you enough for your unbelievable support of Shangri-La Marina. 

Our marina is 100% full – and we have a waiting list for many different sizes of 

slips. We are continuing efforts to upgrade many of our operating systems as 
well as our Ship Store inventory every day. We are proud to be Grand Lake’s #1 

marina – and we want to make sure we maintain that position both now and in 

the future. 

One of our most recent improvements is lighting on the jetty surrounding 

the marina. The entire jetty is now lighted for safety and security, from Dock 8 

all the way through Dock 13. The street lights make an incredible difference, 

both for parking and nighttime access to boats on those popular docks.  

Our slip renters are thrilled with the results of the Aqua-Pest Spider Con-

trol at Shangri-La Marina. For boaters who have spent endless hours scrubbing 

and brushing never-ending spider residue from their boats, it is a dream come 

true. Our docks (and our slip renters’ boats) are virtually spider free! We spray 

them every month throughout the boating season.  

If you know someone who would like to join our family of spider-free slip 

renters at Shangri-La Marina and spend more time boating and less time cleaning, 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Ed & Brenda Maples spent a little time at the Shangri-La Slip Renters’  

Appreciation Luau with the Sheffield family – Isaac, Brenda, and  

(Shangri-La Executive Chairman) Jason. (photo by Lady Shutterbug) 

have them get in touch with us quickly – and we’ll 

add their name to our waiting list. Remember, slip 

renters at Shangri-La Marina are exempt from initia-

tion fees when signing up as members at Shangri-La 

Resort. In many cases, that savings alone is enough 

to make up for a year’s worth of slip rent. 

BOAT & PWC RENTALS, YACHT  

CHARTERS & PARASAILING 

Sail Grand has been unbelievably busy every 

day for the past four months as more and more 

families are discovering Grand Lake as the safest 

place to be while maintaining COVID protocol. 

Pontoons, tritoons, jet boats, and personal water-

craft rentals are available at Sail Grand Waterfront, 

located on Dock 2 at the marina. The only parasail-

ing adventures available in the entire State of Okla-

homa are also available at Sail Grand. Charters of a 

64-foot Bluewater Yacht are also available for 

groups of 2-25. For reservations, information, and 

rates, please do not call the Ship Store.  Con-
tact Sail Grand directly at 918-257-6000.  

STOP BY THE SHIP STORE 

Lyn and Dawn have done a great job displaying 

our selection of apparel, footwear, snacks, beverag-

es, boating supplies and great souvenirs. Ice cream 

treat supplies have been replenished and we have a 

fantastic selection of beer, including the popular 

Grand Lake Light Ale in addition to all the most 

popular brands of beverages. Check it out. 

We have a new shipment of great logoed caps 

including Shangri-La Resort, Shangri-La Marina, and 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar logos. Ladies summer tops & 

tees are on hand along with the popular Hippy Hop 

shot glasses & wine cups. Swimwear (including chil-

dren’s sizes), footwear, all-weather gear, hoodies, 

pants, cover-ups, souvenir “monkey” tees and hats 

(including sizes for your little ones) – along with 

Epoch and Maui Jim sunglasses and Shangri-La beach 

towels.  

BOAT SALES AT NICHOLS MARINE  

AT SHANGRI-LA 

It has already been a record-breaking year in 

boat sales, but Nichols Marine at Shangri-La still has 

a selection of boats ranging in size from 20-feet to 

34-feet – including new models from Chaparral, 

Chris-Craft, Robalo center console boats, Vortex 

jet boats, MasterCraft wakeboard/wake surf boats, 

and the popular Bennington pontoons and tritoons. 

Nichols Marine also offers Ranger, Triton, and Vex-

us bass boats – and an ever-changing selection of 

pre-owned boats. Check out the complete invento-

ry at www.nicholsmarine.com.  

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU! 

With our convenient mid-lake location at the 

#1 resort in the four-states area, it’s no wonder 

Shangri-La Marina is the top choice for Grand Lake 

boaters. Enjoy the awesome boating weather in 

August, and stop in any time. We’re always happy 

to see you! 

http://www.nicholsmarine.com
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Venue Manager Chris Hall’s trip up the career ladder  

at Shangri-La has been a quick trip. 

Food & Beverage Venue Manager Chris Hall is 

a good case study in the rewards of hard work and 

attention to detail. 

After a four-and-a-half year stint bartending at 

the Sam Adams Bar at Tulsa International Airport, 

he joined the Shangri-La Team in March, 2018 as a 

bar back, assisting bartenders at various resort ven-

ues. Within three months, he was promoted to 

bartender status, primarily at Doc’s Bar & Grill. 

“Once they found out I could tend bar, it hap-

pened pretty quickly,” he recalls. “I started my train-

ing at the Summit, but I’ve always been primarily at 

Doc’s. That’s where I really did my rise to fame,” he 

laughs, “but I’ve done just about every kind of event 

– member parties, Iron Chef competition with a 

group of CEOs, weddings, receptions, corporate 

events – I even ran a beverage cart on the golf 

course for a while. You have to be flexible around 

here.” 

This summer – just two short years after he 
first joined the Shangri-La team, Chris was promot-

ed to F&B Venue Manager, driving the train at Doc’s 

Bar & Grill. 

“There’s a learning curve, for sure,” he said. 

“It’s all about constantly honing your skills, getting 

better, and doing things faster as well as better. But 

there is great opportunity. I love it here.” 

Born in southern California, Chris’ family 

moved a lot. His father was a golf course superin-

tendent, so that sort of comes with the territory, he 

says. The middle of five children, Chris attended 

eight different schools before graduating from high 

Staff Spotlight: Chris Hall  
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

Shangri-La’s 2020 Sports Camp was a huge hit with the youngsters – again! 

Coaches included Ryan Dalton, Jerrod Neighbors, Zach Decker,  

Bradley Jumper, Katelin Threet, and Riley Brauckmann. 

school in Victorville, a community in California’s San Bernardino County. 

He grew up in southern California, but moved several times, including a 

move to Las Vegas before his family moved to Tulsa following his father’s 

death in 2010. Chris was 23 then – and met his wife, Alexandra, that 

same year. She was a hair stylist at Super Cuts. Chris went in for a trim 

and, as they say, the rest is history. 

Chris and Alexandra moved to Grove in February, 2018. He started 

his new career at Shangri-La just a month later. They have a daughter, 

Islee, who will turn two years old this month. 

Chris loves to spend time with his family. 

“I really enjoy being a dad,” he says. “That’s the best thing I’ve done 

with my life! When I’m not at Shangri-La, that’s what I do. It’s who I am.”  

Chris is thrilled that the opportunities afforded him at Shangri-La 

allow Alexandra to be a stay-at-home mom. And he loves the fact that 

those opportunities came in such a special place. 

“We work in paradise,” he says. “Sometimes we forget how amazing 

the place is where we work. Right on the lake…it’s a laid-back experi-

ence for everybody who ever comes here. Grand Lake in general is pret-

ty darn easy to fall in love with. Shangri-La is the cherry on top.” 

His dedication and commitment have quickly moved Chris up the 
ladder at Shangri-La; and that same attitude will undoubtedly push him 

even further. 

“I get it,” he says. “It’s the American Way. You work hard for what 

you want. That’s what I’m about! And it has paid off at Shangri-La” 
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The Junior Players Academy Driving Champions
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2020 Junior Players Academy Putting Champions

(Left) Shangri-La Golf crowned its Club Champions 

this weekend. Congrats to Spencer Londagin for be-

coming the Men’s Club Champion, Pat Sheeler the 

Senior Club Champion, Lisette Coston the Women’s 

Club Champion and Peggy Howard the nine holers 

Champion. (Middle Left) Hayden Dalton won the 

Shangri-La Boys 12-15 year Championship followed 

closely by Landon Sulser and Will Roberts. (Middle 

Right) Katelyn Clark wins the Shangri-La Girls Club 

Championship followed by 2 time Champion Ella 

Tyrrell. (Bottom Left) Trip Stanford goes back to 

back winning the 9-11 Boys Championship at Shangri-

La edging out Ilya Yanovitch followed by Will Stan-

ford. (Bottom Right) Alaina Schoppa wins the Girls 9-

11 Championship at Shangri-La followed closely by 

Alivia Hutchinson  

2020 

Club Champions 
Crowned 
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Member Profile: Gary & Becky Brock 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Gary and Becky Brock are so committed to life at Shangri-La,  

they commute across the state to live here!  

Gary and Becky Brock both grew up working at resorts – Gary 

on his family-owned resort on Grand Lake, and Becky at her family’s 

resort on Broken Bow Lake in Southeastern Oklahoma. Years later, 

they spend much of their time living the resort life again – at Grand 

Lake’s Shangri-La Resort. 

Born in Pineville, Missouri, Gary’s family moved to Grove when 

he was eleven years old. He grew up working at the family-owned 

Blue Bluff Harbor Resort, then for Sam Williams at the Sports Cen-

ter in Grove and, later, at another family-owned resort, Brock’s Re-

sort.  

Blue Bluff was a great winter fishing spot,” Gary says. “It had 

heated fishing docks early in the era of heated docks. So, I grew up 

working at resorts – and believe me, it was a lot of work!” 

He also loved scuba diving, “mostly for unique treasures,” in-

cluding a variety of lost overboard items – car keys, glasses, boat 

motors, even cars! 

“The most unusual item I ever found diving was someone’s false 

teeth,” he laughs. “I never found any phones, though. I had quit diving 

by the time people started losing cell phones.” 

After graduating from Grove High School, he went to college at 
Oklahoma State University and finished law school at the University 

of Oklahoma. 

“I had grown up working my tail off at resorts. That’s why I 

became a lawyer,” he jokes, “and by going to both OSU and OU, I 

never lose a Bedlam game, either!” 

After law school, he served in the U.S. Army for two years in-

cluding a tour in Vietnam. When he came back from the service, a 

law school classmate invited him to join an existing practice in South-

eastern Oklahoma, so he moved to Hugo; and Southeastern Oklaho-

ma became his new home course. He was appointed as a judge, then 

District Attorney – and ran unopposed for a full term as District 

Attorney before returning to private practice for twenty 

years, then returning to the District Attorney’s Office as 1st 

Assistant. In 2001 he was appointed as a Special Judge, a post 

from which he continues to serve Choctaw, Pushmataha, and 

McCurtain counties.  

Becky grew up as a self-described “oilfield brat.” Born in 

Longview, Texas, she spent her early years in east Texas 

before moving to south Louisiana. 

“And I mean south Louisiana,” she emphasizes – 

“seventy-five miles south of New Orleans!” 

The oilfield then took her family to Venezuela for five 

years before returning to the states to improve Becky’s edu-

cational opportunities when she was in the 9th grade. They 

moved to Broken Bow, Oklahoma where they, too, bought a 

resort – Mountaineers Cabins near Beaver’s Bend State Park 

on Broken Bow Lake.  

“I know what working at a resort is like, too,” she la-

ments. “I spent my high school years cleaning cabins and 

working in the store.” 

After graduating from Broken Bow High School, Becky 
graduated from Southeastern Oklahoma State in Durant and 

pursued what became a 41-year career in education, eight 

years in Haworth, and the remainder in Idabel Public Schools. 

“I taught Spanish,” Becky says. “I had a classroom for 30 

years before I became a school Principal, but I still taught 

college courses for five years after that; so, I really had a 

classroom for 35 years. I loved, loved, loved teaching,” she 

says. 

It was a combination of geography, Gary’s career in law, 

and a little politics that brought Gary and Becky together. 

Becky’s best friend was Gary’s secretary, both in his private 

practice and in the District Attorney’s office. She stopped by 

frequently for coffee – and a little legal advice at times. 

“When Gary ran for the State Senate, my daughter and I 

both did volunteer work in his campaign. That’s when we 

really got together,” she recalls. 

“I lost the election, but I got the girl,” Gary laughs. They 

have been together ever since. They still consider Idabel to 

be their “technical” home, but Gary retained his boyhood 

home on Grand Lake north of Grove, and they have always 

spent a lot of time on Grand. In 2017, they made the move 

to Monkey Island. 

“We had joined Shangri-La Golf Club right after Eddy 

Gibbs bought it and began building new facilities. We were 

spending more and more time on Monkey Island, and I asked 

Becky if she had ever thought about moving there. She said, 

‘yes – I’ve been thinking about that for a while.’ In 2017, we 

bought our home at Shangri-La Chateaus.” Gary makes the 

500-mile round trip to spend most weekends of the year at 

Grand Lake – oftentimes long weekends. Becky sometimes 

spends weeks at a time on Grand. 

“Somebody has to stay at the lake and take care of 

things here,” she says with a hint or sarcasm. “Besides, I was 

smart enough to retire. That should have some benefits. 

We’re at home here. We get withdrawals if we’re gone too 

long. We have to have our ‘island time.’ 

“We love the Chateaus. I had to live on the water,” she 

Continued on page 10…  
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SLWGA would like to reach out and express our concerns 

for each and everyone of you during this pandemic   It's a very 

difficult time for all.  As we know, this will pass.  

SLWGA Board has continued to meet via ZOOM and take 

all your concerns into consideration.  As you see, for the most 

part, most all tournaments have been canceled, or SLWGA has 

chosen not to participate.   

Many issues are discussed in our Board meetings, all being 

very considerate of each member's concern and needs.   

During our Monday play day, all ladies have their own carts 

and we continue to social distance and keep in mind, it's up to 

the individual to remove the rakes.  Flag poles remain in!    

MORE ON HISTORY OF WOMEN'S GOLF 

In 2002, Suzy Whaley won the Connecticut PGA Champion-

ship, a tournament in the Connecticut section of the PGA of 

America, becoming the first woman to win an individual PGA 

professional tournament.  With the win Whaley qualified to play 

in a PGA Tour event, the 2003 Greater Hartford Open now the 

Travelers Championship, becoming the first woman in 58 years 

to do so.  Her qualifying for the tournament caused controversy 
as she played from forward tees in her qualifying tournament 

which prompted the PGA to introduce the "Whaley Rule,” which 

required all entrants, male or female, to play from the same tees. 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by Gaylyn Haynes 

Welcome new SLWGA member Kim Quillin, 3rd from left,  

joined by Pat Dunn, Debbie Howell, and Susan Jones.  

9-hole ladies are very festive for a July play day. (Back row) Becky 
Brock, Kaitlin Threet, Kim Quillin, Debbie Howell, Jan Castelli, Linda 

McCulla. (Front row) Peggy Howard, Pat Dunn, Jana Kimball. 

SLWGA President Judi Barber does a great job! 

CLUB CHAMPIONS!!! 
(Left) Brantley Brown brought home the 8U 

Shangri-La Boys championship sneaking past 

Preston Hess. (Right) Tevanna Brackin wins 

the Shangri-La Girls 8U Championship  
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Winners of the 2020 Oklahoma Legislative Golf Tournament at Shan-

gri-La Saturday, July 18 were (from left): Representative James Dun-

nington (D-OKC), Representative-elect Anthony Moore (R-Clinton) and 

Representative Mark Vancuren (R-Owasso). They shot an incredible 59 

in the scramble tournament, one of the many events on the agenda of 

the annual Oklahoma Legislative Grand Lake Getaway Weekend. 

LC Tarbell with the Catch of the Day at Sports Camp!!! 

Oklahoma House Speaker Charles McCall addresses legislators 

attending the Grand Lake Getaway  at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar as 

Grand Lake State Representative Josh West looks on. 

Shangri-La team members Casey Boyd, Skylar Rauch, and Korbyn 

Rush were in full luau attire to welcome marina slip renters. 

(photo courtesy of The Grand Laker) 

Executive Chef Michael Bujold at the Thursday Night Shrimp Boil – 

“Keep ‘em coming!” 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Monday-Sunday 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 am-6:00pm Monday-Sunday 

(Subject to Change ) 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Members Only Monday-Saturday 

Open to the Public Sundays 

11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Wednesday (lunch) 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday 

7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Saturday 

7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

Seven Days a Week 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
11:00 a.m.-Close Friday-Saturday 

11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
To-Go Menu, Beer & Wine 

Take-out & Pick-up Only 

11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Monday-Sunday 
 

Bar 211 
Closed temporarily 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

The Yanovitch’and Brackin families at the Adult/Junior Par 3 Challenge on The Champions Nine 

says. “I have to be able to walk out my back door 

and walk down to the water. We couldn’t be 

happier. We love Monkey Island. The people here 

are absolutely incredible. Within six months on 

Monkey Island, we had more friends here than we 

had after four decades in Idabel!” 

Their cruiser is just a short golf cart ride 

away at Shangri-La Marina. Gary keeps up with his 

hobby as a ham radio operator, and both Gary 

and Becky love boating and golf with friends. 

“I’m a social golfer, not a competitive golf-

er,” Becky asserts. Gary said he would like to play 

more than he does, but he’s not yet in Becky’s 

“retirement mode,” – and, there’s the time on 

the boat. 

If you find it unusual that two people 

raised in the resort business would end up 

spending the quality years of their life back in 

the midst of the resort life, there is a differ-

ence. 

“We’re not working here,” Gary ex-

claims. “We’re now those people we spent 

our youth making happy. Believe me, there’s a 

big difference between working at a resort and 

living at one! We couldn’t be happier. 

Gary and Becky Brock have proven to be 

a couple with the perfect personalities to live 

on Monkey Island – where the fun never sets! 

Continued from page 7…  


