
 

Excitement is in the Air as the List of Shangri-La’s  
Amenity and Event Offerings Continues to Grow 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

either. A state-of-the-art play-

ground for kids is also part of 

the plan. The Activity Park is 

going to be an unbelievable addi-

tion to available amenities for 

our members at Shangri-La. We 

hope to be able to break ground 

and begin construction within 

the next 60 days. I hope you’re 

as excited as I am! 

NEW TEAM MEMBERS 

We are on a constant mis-

sion to improve food and bever-

age service and dining options 

for our members, guests, and 

volleyball, bocce ball, croquet 

and a really cool mini-Fenway 

Park for whiffle ball fun. The 

10,000 square foot indoor facili-

ty will include golf simulators, 

skeet-shooting simulators, pool 

tables, ping pong, shuffleboard, 

a couple of bowling lanes, ar-

cade games, pop-a-shot basket-

ball, a 50-seat theater for mov-

ies and video conferencing, 

Coffee Barista and Pastry Shop 

(who needs Starbuck’s?) and, of 

course, a bar – a world class 

indoor-outdoor bar. We have-

n’t forgotten the little ones, 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

I had an awesome evening 

sharing some exciting plans for the 

future with members at the annual 

Member Appreciation Party. In 

case you weren’t able to be there, 

I want to make you aware of some 

very exciting additional amenities 

and events on the horizon for 

Shangri-La members and resort 

guests. 

We are finalizing the engi-

neering and design work for a new 

$5 million Activity Park adjacent 

to our resort hotel. Outdoor facil-

ities will include tennis courts, 

pickleball courts, basketball, sand 

Continued on page 2…  
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Where is the very best food in the Grand Lake area? Judges at “A Taste of Grand” September 28 chose  

Shangri-La Resort, awarding our culinary crew with their top honor – “The Supreme Cuisine Award.”   

The top prize was awarded for our variety of tacos – the same tacos you can enjoy every week  

at our “Trivia, Tacos and Tequila Tuesday” from 6:00-9:00 at Doc’s Bar & Grill.  
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the entire Grand Lake community. Peter 

Graf has just joined our team as Executive 

Director of Hospitality, Food & Beverage. A 

Swiss-born American citizen, Peter literally 

grew up in the hospitality industry. His Swiss 

father managed or served as maître d’ at 

various exclusive restaurants and hotels 

around the world. Peter has more than 30 

years of experience throughout the United 

States, most recently serving as Director of 

Food & Beverage for Desert Diamond Casi-

nos in Tucson where he was responsible for 

14 venues with 450 staff members. We are 

thrilled to have his expertise.  

Tina Dixon has also joined our Food & 

Beverage team as Front of the House Manag-

er for our restaurants and bars. Tina came 

to Shangri-La from River Bend Casino where 

she served as Beverage Supervisor. She is 

certainly no stranger to Grand Lakers, having 
spent 12 years as Club Manager at Arrow-

head and Cherokee Yacht Clubs. Tina will be 

working with our front of the house crew in 

all our bar and restaurant venues to make 

certain our service and attention to the de-

sires of our members is as good as it can be! 

Speaking of people who are known by 

our members, Denise Whitson also returns 

full-time to Shangri-La this month. You will 

once again see her smiling face regularly in 

the Summit Restaurant. Denise first joined 

the Shangri-La team before we even opened 

the club house and Summit Restaurant in July 

2011. We’re excited to have her back in the 

saddle. 

MORE EVENTS 

We have added another weekly event 

to our regularly scheduled party fun at Doc’s 

Bar & Grill. In addition to our popular 

Thursday Night Karaoke & Shrimp Boil, 

Continued from page 1…  

there is now a second night of weekday 

fun at Doc’s. You now need to add “Trivia, 

Tacos, and Tequila Tuesday” to your 

weekly event calendar. In addition to chal-

lenging and fun trivia competition, you can 

enjoy $5 margaritas and a variety of great 

tacos ($3 each or three for $8) every 

Tuesday evening at Doc’s from 6:00-9:00.  

Saturday, October 12 will be a day 

filled with fun at Shangri-La’s Resort Hotel. 

Beginning at 9:00 a.m. we will host a 0.5K 

run/walk benefiting Delaware County Chil-

dren’s Special Advocacy Network 

(DCCSAN) for only $35. You read that 

right. 0.5K walk/run. In case you’re not 

sure if you can make it on that lengthy trek 

(roughly 547 yards), we’ll have a bar at the 

starting line and couches, snacks, and bars 

at the end just to make your journey a 

little bit easier.  
The October 12 morning fun also 

includes an OU-Texas Tailgate Party begin-

ning at 9:00 with pulled pork sandwiches 

and a lot of Sooner Spirit. We’ll have full 

coverage of the game also, of course, be-

ginning at 11:00. 

Halloween is this month, too, and that 

means it’s time for the popular Shangri-La 

Fall Festival, Bonfire, and Spook Ride to be 

held Saturday evening, October 26 on our 

property across the highway from the 

airport on Monkey Island. We’ll also have a 

Shangri-La Halloween Golf Cart Parade on 

October 31 with Thursday night Hallow-

een“Scary-okey” and Shrimp Boil.   

ON THE GOLF COURSE 

Sunday, October 6, is Shangri-La’s 

biggest charity golf tournament of the year 

– The Folds of Honor Classic. Contact the 

Golf Shop if you would like to sign up for 

this fantastic event benefiting a wonderful 

cause. This year, we are also adding a Folds 

of Honor Alternate Shot Horse Race 

($100 entry) which will be held Saturday, 

October 5. 

The Shangri-La Women’s Association 

also has a busy month with two great an-

nual events – The Golf for the Cure Tour-

nament (October 7) and the Grand Lady 

Tournament (October 13-14). 

JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA  

COMMUNITY PERMANENTLY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

a wonderful full-time entertainment atmos-

phere for their families. The only remaining 

home left in the Gallery is the furnished 

Model Home on lot #13.  Come check out 

this beautiful gated community directly 
across from the clubhouse! We also have 

one home for sale in Pointe Marin, adja-

cent to the Shangri-La resort hotel. 

In our newest residential develop-

ment, The Ridge at Shangri-La, nine new 

homes are complete and occupied and 

another sold home is currently under con-

struction. We have a model home ready 

for touring any time – and four spec 

homes ready for immediate move-in. If you 

or someone you know is interested in 

making the Shangri-La lifestyle a permanent 

lifestyle, please contact Coldwell Banker 

Shangri-La Realty to view our current in-

ventory or design a new home! 

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S MOBILE 

APP – IT’S FREE-AND IT’S BEEN UP-

GRADED! 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

a great way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. All 

you have to do to download the app is 

text the word GRAND to 70000. It’s that 

easy. You can also follow our progress and 

our upcoming events on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram 

As always, our commitment is to you, 

our members and guests, and we constant-

ly strive to earn the support you have so 

generously provided. Thank you so much 

for continuing to share your great ideas 

with us to make certain that Shangri-La is 

the ultimate destination – on Monkey Is-

land, where the fun never sets! 

“Sip & Paint” events are becoming very popular at Shangri-La. Tammy Botts, Patty Davis,  

Diane Moll, and Cari Williams pose with Shangri-La’s Katelin Threet.  

The four were among 32 participants in the September 27 Sip & Paint. 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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But, if you think September was a busy month for us, just wait until 

you see the October fun we have planned! We kick off the month with a 

brand new event we’re adding to our weekly schedule of weekday fun at 

Doc’s. In addition to our Thursday Night Karaoke & Shrimp Boil, we 

have now added “Trivia, Tacos & Tequila Tuesday.” We serve up a vari-

ety of $3 tacos (or three for $8) and $5 margaritas (plus some more 

upscale tequila options) and Jason Morgan will host our Tuesday night 

trivia competition from 6:00-9:00. That should be a lot of fun! 

October 4, we will offer some great tasting options to our mem-

bers who enjoy martinis and Scotch. Our “Martini, Scotch & Cigars 

Members Mingle” is Friday, October 4 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. on the north 

patio at the Club House. We’ll have some really cool beverages for 

members to enjoy for just $3 per drink. Come give ‘em a try! 

The next weekend is really a blowout for members! Friday evening, 

October 11, we’ll have “Beer Olympics” on the south lawn of the hotel 

at 6:00 with lots of games to challenge your skill and plenty of beer to 

help sharpen those skills. The next morning, we have our not-so-

challenging 0.5K walk/run (yes, that’s POINT 5 – not 5K) to benefit the 

Delaware County Children’s Special Advocacy Network (DCCSAN). I’ll 

have a bar at the starting line and a bar at the finish line to help you 
make it through – and we’ll have some great snacks for our participants, 

as well ($35 with net proceeds to DCCSAN). Simultaneously, we’ll kick 

off our big OU-Texas Tailgate Party on the south lawn of the hotel and 

Eddy’s parking lot. My boys are smoking some meat for great pulled 

pork sandwiches and we’ll have some great beverages to wash ‘em 

down. Game Day will be on the televisions, of course – and kick-off of 

the Red River Rivalry is at 11:10. Plan to spend a full day of fun with us 

Saturday, October 12.  

And, if it’s October, that must mean Halloween – and that means 

the Annual Shangri-La Fall Festival for the entire Grand Lake community. 

This year’s festival will be Saturday evening, October 26 directly across 

the road from the airport on Monkey Island. My team is really excited 

about this event. We’ll have plenty to eat and drink, along with bonfires, 

S’mores and live music. Mark your calendars and plan to join the fun. 

Then on actual Halloween, October 31, we’ll have a golf cart parade in 

conjunction with Thursday Night “Scary-Okey” & Shrimp Boil at Doc’s. 

There’s something happening every day at Shangri-La! 

If you haven’t already downloaded our mobile app, please do it 

now. Every upcoming event is right at your fingertip that way, including a 

rundown of everything happening on the day you check your app. Just 

text the word “Grand” to 70000 and follow the instructions. It’s quick, 

easy – and extremely valuable as we continue to add special events at 

Shangri-La. That’s a great way to have instant access to specials and full 

menus for Doc’s Bar & Grill and The Summit 

Restaurant. 

Thank you so much for your continued sup-

port and for your kind compliments about our 

food & beverage service – and thank you for 

including Shangri-La in your plans with family 

and friends. If there is anything we can do to 

enhance your dining experience, please let me 

know. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of F&B 

Bartender Will Hensley congratulates member  

David Hitzeman on his perfectly mixed “Eddy’s Anchor”  

at the September 27 Bartending Class.  

I can’t remember having as much fun as our culinary 

crew had during the month of September. Our special 

“Scotch Dinner” at the Summit was really a fun pairing chal-

lenge. We had a really great time with our “Around the 

World” food preparation with delicacies from eight different 

countries for our Member Appreciation Party; and we have 

fun every week with our growing number of participants at 

the Thursday Night Karaoke & Shrimp Boil parties. We were 

certainly honored to prepare all the food for Oklahoma Lieu-

tenant Governor Matt Pinnell’s “Luau on the Green” held 

September 19 at Doc’s patio (on the same night we prepared 

some dining options for the South Grand Lake Area Chamber 

of Commerce Business After Hours) – and we always have a 

fantastic time preparing some different dishes at “A Taste of 

Grand” benefiting the Integris Grove Hospital Foundation; and 

we were thrilled, of course to bring home the event’s top 

prize—the “Supreme Cuisine Award.”  We wrapped up the 

month with some fun cooking classes and a bartending class. I 

sure hope you have fun as these events. I sure do! 

The Shangri-La Culinary Crew hit it out of the park 
at the 2019 “A Taste of Grand” event, topping all 

other competitors by taking home the coveted 

“Supreme Cuisine Award.” Pictured (from left) are 

Rodney Richardson, Chef Michael Bujold, Matt 

Hensley, Pastry Chef Julie Morgan, Jonathan 

Dirkswager, Sunni Jo Ligon, and Jared Hagens. 
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It’s about time for the foliage to turn – in fact, a few of the trees have 

already begun to show their fall colors. October is a fantastic month for 

boating on Grand Lake. In addition to the beautiful foliage along the shore-

line, the weather is a little more comfortable and the water is generally 

smooth as silk.  

If you’re a fall boater, we’re here for you! Shangri-La Marina will remain 

open seven days a week throughout the month. We are always open every 

day until Daylight Saving Time ends. This year, that’s not until November 3. 

If You’re Finished for the Year – Please Schedule Winterization NOW 

If you are finished boating for the season, or if you know a date when 

you WILL be finished, contact Nichols Marine at 918-257-5500 and schedule 

your winterization with Tyler Sourjohn. 

Nichols Marine does not work on personal watercraft. If you are ready 

to winterize your PWC and do not already have contacts with a personal 

watercraft technician, there are two Grand Lake businesses who are very 

familiar with the layout of our marina. Contact either Randy’s Watercraft at 

918-782-2336 or Dick Lane’s of Grand Lake at (918) 782-2553 to schedule 

winterization of your PWC.  

We Need Your Insurance Verification 

It’s that time of year. We need new insurance verification from all slip 
renters. It is vital for our own insurance that we have current verification 

that your boat is properly protected. Please get a copy of the declarations 

page of your boat policy to Lyn Moore. Either drop it by in person or mail it 

to her at the marina (57151 East Highway 125, Monkey Island OK 74331). If 

you have a scanner or camera available, you can also email a copy of your 

declarations page to us by emailing to Lyn at lyn.moore@shangrilaok.com.  

Marina Dock Operations 

After a rough start to the summer due to never-ending storms and 

flooding, everything is back to normal now. As you may be aware, Dock 14 

Dock Talk 
by Phillip Cunningham, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Shangri-La’s Mike Williams, who serves as Vice President of the Oklahoma  
Marinas Association, is pictured with association Executive Director Terri Weir 

(left) and association president Judy Florida at Little River Marina on Lake Thun-

derbird. The group’s annual convention will be held at Shangri-La next month. 

was broken loose in a storm and required significant 

work. It is now permanently back in place with new pen-

cils and anchors, and the walkway from the courtesy 

docks to Dock 14 is been re-attached.  All docks at the 

marina are easily accessible and all have electrical and 

water service as well as free Wi-Fi. To use the Wi-Fi, 

simply log on to SLR Marina Guest. No password is nec-

essary. We also have shower facilities available for slip 

renters. 

Slip Availability 

Shangri-La Marina is close to capacity, but we do 

have a handful of available slips – 24, 28, 32, 40, and 50 

feet in length.  

If you know someone who may like to join the 

Shangri-La family and are looking for a place to keep 

their boat, remember that slip renters at Shangri-La Ma-

rina may also join the growing membership at Shangri-La 

Golf Club & Resort without paying any initiation fee.  

Boat Sales  

Boat sales through the month of September have 
been brisk. Smart buyers know this is the very best time 

of the year to purchase a new boat. With the boat show 

season getting underway this month with the granddaddy 

of them all – the Fort Lauderdale International Boat 

Show – manufacturers are offering special deals on the 

2020 models that will be formally introduced to buyers 

this month; and they are also offering extra incentives to 

sell new boats that are still in dealer inventory. 

The Boat Sales dock adjacent to the slip store is 

now full of a variety of new boats ranging in size from 25

-feet to 38-feet – and we have additional models in a land 

display at the marina including Chaparral and Chris-Craft 

boats, Robalo center console boats, Vortex jet boats, 

MasterCraft wakeboard/wake surf boats, and the popular 

Bennington pontoons and tritoons. Nichols Marine also 

offers Ranger, Triton, and Vexus bass boats.  

If the need for accommodations for your boat in-

cludes the need for a lift, remember that Shangri-La Ma-

rina is one of the largest dealers for popular HydroHoist 

Boat Lifts. 

Ship Store Operation 

Come check out the bargains available in the Ship 

Store. We have a great selection of T-shirts and tank 

tops for all ages, including some really fun “monkey-

themed” tees for kids. With cooler weather arriving, we 

also have long-sleeved T-shirts, jackets, and rain gear. 

Hoodies are on the way. Our full-service fuel docks for 

both gasoline and diesel, and our pump-out facilities are 

open seven days a week.  

The boating season isn’t over. It’s just a NEW boat-

ing season with great conditions and great water. The 

Shangri-La Marina staff is here to help with a great supply 

of snacks, candy bars, ice cream treats, footwear, appar-

el, hats, caps, and a range of boating supplies. Come join 

the fun! 

Please let me know if there is any way we can make 

your boating experience more enjoyable. 
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Tina Dixon: Food & Beverage Team’s Front of the House Manager  

Tina Dixon has joined the Shangri-La Food & Beverage Team as 

Front of the House Manager for our Bar & Restaurant venues includ-

ing The Summit, Buffalo Bar, Doc’s, and Eddy’s. A native of Pryor, 

Tina came to Shangri-La from Riverbend Casino & Hotel where she 

served as Beverage Supervisor. 

She is certainly no stranger to Grand Lake regulars, though, 

having served twelve years as Club Manager for Arrowhead & Cher-

okee Yacht Clubs. That’s where she first met Shangri-La President & 

CEO Barry Willingham who is a member of both clubs. 

“When I heard there was a position open at Shangri-La, I sent in 

my resume. I didn’t even know Barry was running Shangri-La – but 

fortunately he recognized my name,” Tina said.  

Although she first joined the Arrowhead Yacht Club staff in 

Staff Spotlight: Tina Dixon  
By Communications Director Mike Williams 2000 on a part-time basis, Tina laughs that she has been in 

the Food & Beverage Business her whole life. 

“I started at nine years old,” she says matter-of-factly. 

“Some friends of my parents had a barbecue place, and I 

wanted to make money. They agreed to hire me and my 

parents said it was okay. I was thrilled,” she laughs.  “I was 

making MONEY! I was in charge of peeling potatoes and 

bleaching the butcher block in the kitchen. I thought I was 

pretty important!” 

After graduating in Pryor, Tina moved to Adair, then 

Vinita, where she still lives today. She has two daughters. 

One is a psychologist in Tulsa, the other a trial assistant in 

Vinita.  

“I’m thrilled to be working with the wonderful front 

of the house team at Shangri-La,” she says. “The front of 

the house team includes servers, expeditors, bussers, host-

esses and bartenders – every position that’s not in the 

kitchen,” she explained. “We have incredible facilities at 

Shangri-La – at the Summit, Buffalo Bar, Doc’s and Eddy’s – 

and, of course we’ll have more food & beverage facilities in 
the new Activity Park. We have exceptional facilities, ex-

ceptional facilities, and exceptional food. My job is to make 

certain our members and guests also receive exceptional 

service. That’s my only goal!” 

Anyone who knows anyone involved in the food & 

beverage business knows the hours can be long and the 

tasks grueling. Tina has the perfect answer when asked 

how long it takes to finish her job. 

“There’s always room to grow and opportunities to 

learn more,” she says. “When your job is to provide the 

very best possible service to people who travel the entire 

world, there may be an end to your daily or weekly shift at 

some point; but the job is NEVER done!” 

We’re excited to have Tina aboard as a key player in 

the Shangri-La Food & Beverage Department. 

(Left) Congratulations to Shangri-La Member Jim Wyche of Monkey Island.  

The 75 year old golfer shot a 3 under par 69 on September 6, 2019  

(-6 to his age). He makes 75 look like 25. Great playing!  

(Above) Congratulations to Chandler Miller on his Hole in One Saturday,  
September 21, 2019 at Shangri-La Golf Club! Chandler accomplished the feat 

when he aced #4 Legends from 155 yards with his pitching wedge. The shot was 

witnessed by his dad Ron, Shangri-La member Nevyle Cable, Greg Anderson  

and Cris Price. This is Chandler's second career hole in one. Great shot! 



 

The Horizon: October 2019 Page 6 

The 2019 Fall Member Party was a Blast! 
Thanks for all you do to support Shangri-La!! 
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Shangri-La Member Profile: Diane & Butch Bruenger  
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Butch and Diane Bruenger are not only active members  

of the club, but the Shangri-La Wine Club, as well. 

Butch and Diane Bruenger have deep Kansas roots – but 

they are well into a serious lifestyle transplant to Grand Lake. 

Diane grew up primarily in Hillsboro, Kansas, but her young life 

involved significant moves “chasing my Dad’s dreams,” as she 

puts it.   

“My dad moved around a lot because he was pretty much 

always looking for a pot of gold. First we went to Portland, Ore-

gon, then he heard about a fabulous opportunity in Fairbanks, 

Alaska so we moved there for a while,” says Diane.  “Finally, 

when none of his Alaskan dreams panned out, we moved back 

to Forks, Washington and bought a jewelry store.  When it 

didn’t do well, we moved back to Kansas.” 

She trained for her business career at Wichita Business 

College and worked for a brief time for a heating and air condi-

tioning company, then for a service station equipment company 

before joining a trucking company – M. Bruenger Co., Inc. 

where she met a fellow named Butch…Bruenger. 

Butch was born and raised in Wichita.  His dad was the 

founder of M. Bruenger Co., Inc. 

“My folks grew up in the depression,” Butch recalls.  “My 
dad was a hard worker.  He tried being a dairy farmer.  That 

didn’t work out very well. A farm hand stole my dad’s truck and 

took it to Virginia.  My dad went to Virginia to pick up the truck, 

but he didn’t have money to make the trip back, so he bought a 

load of apples to sell to pay his expenses. That’s actually how my 

dad decided he was going to make his money in the trucking 

business.” 

He started a produce company, a farmers’ market, a frozen 

food company, and took over a Coors Beer distributorship. 

“Unfortunately, he sold the beer distributorship before 

Coors became so popular,” Butch laments. 

From the produce house, Butch’s Dad finally got to the 

point he was running 9 or 10 trucks, and the trucking part of the 

business was always his first love.  He bought Max Francis Truck-

ing in the 1960s, and began growing the truck line. It wasn’t an 

overnight success, but in the end, it was a huge success. 

After an initial failed attempt at college, Butch joined the 

Navy, then returned to achieve his higher education goals at 

Wichita State University. His dad continued to grow the trucking 

company, purchasing an old drive-in movie theater location to 

build a new headquarters for the growing operation. 

I had a date at that drive-in theater in 1968,” Diane laughs.  

“Little did I know I was going to work there for over 40 years.” 

“I had worked at all the businesses my dad owned,” Butch 

reflects.  “I was a sacker, a delivery driver, a produce sacker.  

After Wichita State, I went to work for the trucking company.  

We had about 60 trucks by then.  I started in the wash room, 
went to the tire shop, and learned how to drive big trucks. 

“My father unexpectedly passed away in 1975. I was only 30 

years old, but the family had me take over the company.  I knew 

the service side, and was very energetic.  I was a little short on 

financial management, but I was fortunate to have good people,” 

Butch says.  “We just caught a star.” 

In May, 2011, Butch and Diane sold the company to trucking 

giant Roadrunner Transportation Services.  

Butch and Diane still have a home in Wichita, but they spend 

an ever-increasing amount of time at Grand Lake.  Their love 

affair with the lake began in 1990 when Butch attended an Okla-

homa Truck Association meeting at Shangri-La in 1990. He stayed 

at Vista Towers.  Ten years passed before friends invited them to 

join them for a weekend at Grand Lake – and they were hooked. 

They bought a home in Island Park on Monkey Island and joined 

Shangri-La. In 2009, they moved to their current home in Pointe 

Marin, adjacent to the new Shangri-La Resort Hotel. 

“We saw this area in its worst times, and we liked it then,” 

Butch laughs. “But after Eddy Gibbs bought Shangri-La, every day 

got better…and every day still gets better.  It is really a great 

destination point now – and we get to LIVE here!” 

“Just don’t let Eddy’s coffers run dry,” Diane jokes.  “If he 

hadn’t come along, nobody would have saved this place – certain-

ly not to the extent he has.  We love the club – and we’re 

thrilled with the hotel and the growing list of amenities.” 

The Bruengers are now Monkey Island fixtures.  Butch is an 

avid golfer and works out regularly at the Shangri-La fitness cen-

ter. They are members of the Wine Club at Shangri-La – and 

both love boating. Their boat is at Shangri-La Marina, a short golf 

cart ride from home. It’s a lifestyle that fits them well! 

“A friend of mine, Cari Williams, is a real estate broker.  She 

was telling me one day that a client of hers said he wasn’t sure he 

wanted to live on Monkey Island, because it seemed like it was 

just a party place,” Diane laughs.  “I said – PERFECT!” 

“I always said I wouldn’t drive three-and-a-half hours to get 

to heaven,” Butch adds. “Now, I don’t think anything about driv-

ing three-and-a-half hours just to get to Grand Lake!” 

“And it IS heaven,” Diane says. 
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SLWGA News 
by Gaylyn Haynes, Publicity Chair 

Results:   For 9 Hole play 1st Low Gross Susan Jones 1st Low Net Peggy Howard Most Im-

proved Mariel McGehee 18 Hole play 1st Low Gross Closest to Pin and most improved Robin 

Purdie 1st Low Net Vicki Graper Second flight 1st Low Gross Cheryl Brecheisen 1st Low Net 

Debbie Hess Most improved DeDe Sparkman. Thanks to Robin Purdie!  

The SHANGRI-LA Women’s Golf Association has been busy with tournaments 

and our Unmystery Trip and now we are ready for fall weather! 

Seventeen ladies enjoyed our Unmystery Trip to Shadow Valley Golf Course 

on September 11 in Rogers.  Thank you, Pat Dunn for arranging this fun event!  

Winners: 9 hole-Low Gross-Anita Ashley, Low Net-Pat Dunn, 1st Blind Holes-Pat 

Dunn, 2nd Susan Jones, 1st-Fairway-Pat Dunn, 2nd Fairway-Anita Ashley.  18 holes 

Low Gross-Ann Turner 82, 2nd-Candy Couch 89. Low Net Peggy Blair & Lyn Goss 

67, Blind Hole, Ann Turner 30, 2nd-Lyn Goss 31, 1st Fairway Shots of 12-Peggy 

Blair, 2nd-Candy Brasel & Vicki Graper-11. 

A total of 17 SLWGA members made the Unmystery Trip to Shadow Valley Golf Course in Rogers, Arkansas. 

SLWGA hosted InterClub on Septem-

ber 17 and had a record turnout for this 

event. 

Golf for the Cure is October 7 with 

Julie Wolfe and Gloria Pickens as chairper-

sons.  This event benefits Women of 

Northeast Oklahoma, with 18 holers tee 

time of 9:00 am, 9 holers tee time of 10:30 

and lunch immediately following.  This is a 

two-person team scramble, entry fee $20 

going to Integris Grove Hospital. 

The Grand Lady Tournament is Octo-

ber 13 & 14 with Carol Cable as chairper-

son.  The following rules apply 1) Any 

Member in good standing is eligible to play 

2) Must have an established handicap, and 

3) Players must have played at least 5 

SLWGA play days. 

Our last Play Day is October 28—

come join us in your favorite Halloween 
costume!! 

To wrap up our season, our Fall 

Membership Brunch/Awards is November 

2.  You may sign up for any of these events 

on www.slwga.com. 

More on History of Women’s Profes-

sional Golf: 

The LPGA first gained national TV 

coverage during the 1963 US Women’s 

Open Championship final round.  In 1967 

the LPGA Hall of Fame finally had a physi-

cal premise in Augusta, GA.  Its inaugural 

members were Betty Jameson, Louise 

Suggs, Patty Berg and Babe Zaharias. At 

the end of 1960’s, the prize money on 

LPGA Tour grew to $600,000 with 34 

scheduled events. 

http://www.slwga.com
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Everyone is invited to celebrate the opening of the brand new Monkey Island  

Fire Department facilities from noon-2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 5.  

Former Oklahoma Governor and First Lady George & Donna Nigh,  

longtime Monkey Islanders, will be the featured guests. 

Pastry Chef Julie Morgan was on hand at “A Taste 

of Grand” to do what she does best – prepare the 

perfect dessert dish to top off any entrée! 

State Representative Josh West, Shangri-La Director of Communications & 

Government Relations Mike Williams, Lt. Governor Matt Pinnell and event 

organizer Somerlyn Cothran had a great time at the Lt. Governor’s Luau!  
Family Affair! Brett, Terri and Janet Frost were joined by Kate  

Sullivan at the South Grand Chamber’s Business After Hours  

on the rooftop terrace at Doc’s. 

Shangri-La’s team in Lt. Governor Pinnell’s golf tournament included 

(from left) President & CEO Barry Willingham, Executive Chairman 

Jason Sheffield, Membership, Marketing & Event Administrator Kate-

lin Threet, and PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanovitch  

We had a great time hosting the South Grand Lake Area Chamber  
of Commerce Business After Hours event September 19. Director of 

Sales Dana Able surprised State Representative Josh West with a cake 

for his birthday! Pictured (from left) are State Senator Michael  

Bergstrom, Representative West, and Dana. 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
7:30am-7:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Turnhouse 
7:30am-6:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
11:00am-6:00pm Monday-Wednesday 

11:00am-10:00pm Thursday-Saturday 

10:00am-9:00pm Sunday 

Open to Members, Golfers and 

Resort Guests Only 
 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
Open 7 Days a Week 

9:00am-5:00pm Sunday-Thursday 

9:00am-6:00pm Friday-Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is Closed for the Season 

We’ll see you in the Spring, 2020 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
7:00am-10:00pm Sunday-Thursday 

7:00am-Midnight Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Available for Special Events  

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00am-5:00pm Sunday, Monday, Thursday 

10:00am-7:00pm Friday-Saturday 
(Spa services available Tuesday and Wednesday 

for pre-arranged groups) 


