
 

An Incredible Year at Shangri-La is in the Books… 
But You Haven’t Seen Anything Yet! Hang on Tight!  
By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

and bartending classes have 

filled quickly, and our special 

events schedule continues to 

grow. 

We were honored with the 

Excellence in Business Award 

from First National Bank, our 

culinary crew took top Supreme 

Cuisine honors at A Taste of 

Grand, and the South Grand 

Lake Area Chamber of Com-

merce named us as the Grand 

Lake area’s “Business of the 

Year.” 

We worked hand in hand 

with other participating Monkey 

Island businesses promoting a 

Golf Cart Poker Run and a Chili 

& Pie Cookoff to raise money to 

extend the Monkey Island Trail. 

charters set new records, and 

our marina, with its lakeside fun 

offerings at Eddy’s, is by far the 

most popular stop on the lake 

for boaters. 

In the past year we have 

hosted golf groups from 

throughout the United States, 

and an equal variety of business, 

association, educational, and 

trade conferences. We have 

made lifetime memories with 

weddings and family reunions, 

our inaugural 5K run and an 

even more fun .5K run. We 

celebrated every imaginable 

holiday, and maybe even made 

up a few of our own which we 

celebrated with Martini, Scotch 

& Cigar tastings and spectacular 
wine dinners. Cooking classes 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

Another fantastic year of 

growth and progress at Shangri-La 

Resort is now in the rearview 

mirror. We added a variety of 

events throughout the year gone 

by including popular weekly events 

like the Trivia, Tacos & Tequila 

Tuesdays, the weekly Shrimp Boil, 

and later Prime Rib & Karaoke 

Thursdays, and the popular half 

price Wine Wednesdays. The 

Independence Day Monkey Island 

Fireworks, our Fall Festival, our 

Member Appreciation Party, and 

our New Year’s Eve Wine Dinner 

all set new records. Services and 

products at The Spa at Shangri-La 

have been expanded, golf rounds 

continue to grow as word of our 

incredible course spread across 
the country, boat rentals and yacht 

Continued on page 2…  
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Shangri-La is looking forward to amazing things in 2020! 
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Congratulations to our Pastry Chef Julie 

Morgan, by the way, for winning that pie 

competition with her signature coconut 

cream pie.  We continue our cooperative 

efforts with other Island businesses as we 

finalize plans for an April 17-19 “Tour de 

Island” weekend, highlighted by a “Monkey 

Island Pub Crawl” on April 18.  

It has been an incredible year at Shangri

-La, but we are not resting on our laurels for 

a single minute. We have announced plans 

for a new multi-million dollar Activity Park, 

and that project will get underway soon. We 

didn’t want to light that rocket until we 

were certain is was aimed in the right direc-

tion, but we should be able to announce a 

groundbreaking date this month. That facility 

will literally change the face of Shangri-La’s 

amenity offerings for members and guests 

alike.  
On the heels of last month’s inaugural 

Winter Gala, we are planning another great 

party this month. Mark your calendar for 

January 25, get out your blue jeans and 

cheap sunglasses and plan to join us for an-

other new event – The Whisky Kitchen 

Blues Bash & BBQ where we will unveil our 

new menu items at Doc’s and an incredible 

transformation of that popular restaurant. 

Music will be provided by the sensational 

“Wanda Watson Band” who wowed the 

crowd at our Fall Festival in October. 

New offerings begin early this month, 

with the addition of Water Aerobics Classes 

on Mondays and Wednesdays each week, 

and bartending classes on Saturday after-

noons. Chef Mike and Chef Julie will add 

cooking classes back on the schedule in Feb-

ruary. We will celebrate Valentine’s Day 

with three nights of spectacular Valentine 

Dinners at The Summit Restaurant and 

Doc’s Bar & Grill, as well as a very special 

offerings at The Spa at Shangri-La – all com-

plemented by a very enticing room rate of-

ferings at the hotel for an extra special cele-

bration. 

Also in February, we will host a 

“Business After Hours Reception” for our 

members to share information about their 

businesses, their families, and their club. We 

are also planning a Polar Plunge to have a 

little wet winter fun and benefit the Grove 

Public Library and a Barbecue benefiting the 

Monkey Island Trail, before wrapping up the 

month with a special “Women’s Getaway 

Weekend” with special room rates, spa ser-

vices, a sip & paint and cooking and pottery 

classes.  

March plans include Glow Golf 

nighttime competition on the golf course, St. 

Continued from page 1…  

Patrick’s Day hotel & island transportation 

specials, a little fishing as well as a fish fry, 

and both a half marathon and a 5K run. 

And that’s just the first quarter of the year! 

We have an even more jam-packed sched-

ule of fun for the months ahead. If you 

would like to plan ahead for the summer, 

We have the full line-up of bands perform-

ing at Eddy’s available on the Shangri-La 

app. Pick your favorites and save the date! 

Live Entertainment at the Summit 

Response to entertainer Terry Jor-

dan’s regular Saturday & Sunday night per-

formances in the Summit Restaurant has 

exceeded our expectations. The Summit 

Restaurant has an entirely new winter 

menu, along with weekly Saturday & Sun-

day performances by Terry Jordan (6:00-

9:00). Terry will also be performing for 

three nights of Valentine’s Day dining Feb-
ruary 14-16. The Summit is open to mem-

bers and registered hotel guests Friday & 

Saturday nights – and is open to the gen-

eral public Sunday nights. The Valentine 

Sweetheart Dinners will also be open to 

the public, both at The Summit and at 

Doc’s Bar & Grill.  

Golf, Marina, Turn House 

The marina is open six days a week 

throughout the winter months (9:00-5:00 

Monday-Saturday offering fuel service, 

snacks, apparel, and boating supplies. The 

marina is closed on Sundays until Spring. 

The Golf Shop is open 8:00 a.m. until 

5:00 p.m. daily throughout the coming 

months; and the menu and drink offerings 

have been enhanced at the Turn House 

which is also open from 8:00-5:00 daily. 

Don’t be afraid of a little chilly weather. 

We have golf carts available with covers 

and heaters. 

Spreading the Word! 

Our team continues to work hard, 

spreading the news of the quality Grand 

Lake Lifestyle throughout the region. In the 

next 45 days alone, Shangri-La representa-

tives will participate in the Northwest 

Arkansas Women’s Expo, the Arkansas 

Wedding Show, the Downstream Casino 

Wedding Show, the Nebraska Golf Show, 

the Tulsa Women’s Show, the Kansas City 

Golf Show, the Hard Rock Casino Wed-

ding Show, the Tulsa Home & Garden 

Show and the Tulsa Boat, Sport & Travel 

Show. Teams from Nichols Marine at 

Shangri-La will also participate in the Tulsa 

Boat Show as well as the Oklahoma City 

Boat, RV & Tackle Show where their dis-

play will once again represent the largest 

single exhibit at each show.  

Upcoming magazine stories featuring 

Shangri-La’s growing list of amenities and 

events are already scheduled for OKC 

Lifestyle Magazine, Destination Golfer 

Magazine, Grand Paradise Magazine, and 

Midwest Golfing Magazine in the next cou-

ple of months. We are working hard to 

promote economic growth and tourism 

for the entire Grand Lake community.  

Join the Shangri-La Community! 

We continue to be excited about our resi-

dential real estate ventures at Shangri-La as 

more and more people decide this is the 

entertainment atmosphere for their fami-

lies. The only remaining home left in the 

Gallery is the furnished Model Home on 

lot #13.  Come check out this beautiful 

gated community directly across from the 

clubhouse! 
In our newest residential develop-

ment, The Ridge at Shangri-La, eleven new 

homes have been sold. We have two 

homes that are move-in ready and two 

more available for sale that are under con-

struction.  We also have a furnished model 

home available for touring!  

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact 

Coldwell Banker Shangri-La Realty to view 

our current inventory or design a new 

home! 

Download Shangri-La’s Upgraded and 

FREE Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

a great way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. All 

you have to do to download the app is 

text the word GRAND to 855-339-2122. 

It’s that easy. You can also follow our pro-

gress and our upcoming events on our 

website at www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us 

on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter and 

Instagram. If it sounds like I’m fired up, you 
heard correctly! I couldn’t be more excited 

about our team, our members, our guests, 

and our plans for continued growth and 

improvement of services and amenities in 

the year ahead. IAs always, our commit-

ment is to you, our members and guests. 

We all wish you the very best for the new 

year ahead, and we appreciate your sharing 

your thoughts, dreams, desires and your 

time with us at Shangri-La Resort on Mon-

key Island, where the fun never sets! 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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Ballroom, with all the blues, booze, and fun you can stand. 

It’s Saturday night before the opening of the 2020 Tulsa 

Boat, Sport & Travel Show. Come join us an get in the 

spirit of the summertime blues! 

RSVP to Katelin Threet at 918-257-7720 or email her 

at Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

Bartending & Cooking Classes 

In January, we have scheduled another series of bar-

tending classes. Classes will be held from 2:00-4:00 on Janu-

ary 4, 11, 18, and 25 for $25 per person. If you would like 

to join us for the Saturday afternoon bartending & tasting 

fun, please RSVP to Katelin Threet at 918-257-7720 or 

email Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

Looking ahead to February, Chef Julie and I are plan-

ning the return of our hands-on cooking classes on Satur-

day afternoons from 1:00-4:00. I’ll be handling the instruc-

tion February 1 and 22; and Chef Julie will take the helm 

for classes February 8 and 29 ($45 per person). We figure 

we’ll ALL be way too busy for classes Valentine’s weekend! 

Blazin’ Hot Tacos & Tequila Fundraiser 
With the holidays behind us, we’re back in the saddle 

with all the regular weekly fun events – Trivia, Tacos & 

Tequila Tuesdays, Wine Wednesdays, and Prime Rib & 

Karaoke Thursdays at Doc’s, but I hope you’ll make a spe-

cial effort to join us on a special Tuesday evening on Janu-

ary 14. We’ve joined forces with the Grove Fire Depart-

ment to host an evening of “Blazin’ Hot Tacos & Tequila” 

at Doc’s. There will be a $10 admission charge that evening 

– and all the gate proceeds go to support the important 

work of the Grove Fire Department. Community support 

is a team sport. I hope you’ll join us for a fun evening for a 

great cause. 

We have had fabulous response to our new menu at 

the Summit Restaurant – and I’m really looking forward to 

the new menu at Doc’s in the next few weeks, along with 

our new “Whiskey Kitchen.” There’s always something 

new and fun happening at Shangri-La! 

Thank you so much for your continued support and 

for your kind compliments about our food & beverage 

service – and thank you for including Shangri-La in your 

plans with family and friends. If there is anything we can do 

to enhance your dining experience, please let me know. In 

the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of F&B 

Chef Mike wasn’t all business at our annual “Sunday Brunch with Santa.” He and 

Jen took time to help their little ones explain a few wishes to ol’ St. Nick! 

December was an incredible month! Between the Winter Gala, the 

Sunday Brunch with Santa, our weekly events at Doc’s, some great Christ-

mas parties, and the year-ending New Year’s Even dinners at The Summit 

and at Doc’s (including the wild all-night breakfast buffet), our culinary 

team had a really great time. The members Wine Dinner was sellout once 

again – and thank you for all the wonderful comments about the food and 

wine pairings. 

Party Time in January 

Who says things slow down in the winter? Not around here! We just 

received an incredible new smoker that we’ll be using to prepare some 

awesome new dishes for a new menu at Doc’s Bar & Grill – and we want 

you to join us January 25 to see what incredible new things are on the 

near horizon. 

We’ll be making some changes at Doc’s in the next two or three 

weeks, and I think you’re going to be as excited as we are when you see 

our new “Whiskey Kitchen” look, providing a new venue for sampling 

some beverages you may have not seen, tasted, or heard of before.  

It will all be unveiled Saturday evening, January 25 at our “Whiskey 

Kitchen Blues Bash & BBQ.” We’ll have a regular cash bar, of course, but 

we’ll also have a special tasting section for you to sample some new whis-
keys that will be available in our new “Whiskey Kitchen.” We’ll have $1, 

$2, and $3 samplers of the new whiskeys. I’ll also be providing a taste of 

the new BBQ dishes that will be on our new menu – ribs, pulled pork, 

rotisserie chicken, brisket, sausage – all the things that make our mouths 

water when they’re mentioned, let alone when we dive in!  

Plan to make an evening of it. We’ll start at 6:00 with the sampling – 

and beginning at 7:00, we’ll fire up the music from the incredible Wanda 

Watson Band. You’ll remember them from our Fall Festival. Wanda is an 

absolutely fabulous entertainer! Mark you calendar, drag out your blue 

jeans, your loose-fitting shirts, and cheap sunglasses.  

It’s the perfect way to spend a fun-filled evening in the Roosevelt 

mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
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Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a great holiday season as we look for-

ward to an outstanding year ahead. We are here for our slip renters and customers 

at Shangri-La Marina throughout the year. During the winter months, we are open 

six days a week – Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. providing 

fuel, snacks, beverages, souvenirs, shoes and apparel – including some great rain 

gear, hoodies, and long-sleeved tees. 

BIG SALE IN THE SHIP STORE 

Lyn has declared war on all merchandise in the Ship Store with a HUGE sale. 

All products – ALL products are now discounted 20-40% off for our “After Christ-

mas Sale.” That included food, beverages, sunglasses, beach wear, apparel – every-

thing! I know a lot of our customers are planning cruises and trips to warmer desti-

nations in the next couple of months. We have a great supply of everything you’ll 

need to take to warmer climates – as well as a great selection of outerwear for 

those of us who are staying at home. Come check it out! 

It’s Officially Boat Show Time! 

We are already getting inventory ready and booth space planned for the two 

biggest boat shows in our area coming up this month. Can you believe it? The Okla-

homa City Boat & RV Show will be January 10-12 at the Bennett Event Center at 

the State Fairgrounds. The Tulsa Boat, Sport & Travel Show will be held January 27-

February 2, 2020 at the River Spirit Expo, Expo Square at the Tulsa State Fair-
grounds. The Nichols Marine group is always the largest exhibitor at both shows; 

so make your plans now to join us at either – or both shows. It’s always a lot of fun 

and all the new models will be on display.  

No matter what you’re looking for, you’re sure to find the perfect match at 

Nichols Marine at Shangri-La. Our boat show offerings include a wide variety of 

new boats ranging in size from 20-feet to 38-feet – including new models from 

Chaparral, Chris-Craft, Robalo center console boats, Vortex jet boats, MasterCraft 

wakeboard/wake surf boats, and the popular Bennington pontoons and tritoons. 

Nichols Marine also offers Ranger, Triton, and Vexus bass boats.  

It stands to reason that the biggest seller of NEW boats also has the biggest 

selection of pre-owned boats. Check out the complete inventory of new and pre-

owned boats on our official boat sales website – www.nicholsmarine.com.  

With six locations in two states, Nichols has a tremendous selection in stock. 

Shangri-La Marina is also one of the largest dealers in Oklahoma, Kansas, and Texas 

Dock Talk 
by Phillip Cunningham, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Those who work and play on the water throughout the winter months are grateful  

that Shangri-La Marina’s fuel dock and ship store are open year-round  

for popular HydroHoist Boat Lifts. We are truly 

your one-stop shopping spot for all your boating 

needs. If you don’t have a boat…get one! We’ll 

help you pick it out -and we’ll take good care of it. 

Slip Availability 

Shangri-La Marina is close to capacity, but we 

do have a handful of available slips – 24, 28, 32, 

and 40 feet in length.  

If you know someone who may like to join 

the Shangri-La family and are looking for a place to 

keep their boat, remember that slip renters at 

Shangri-La Marina may also join the growing mem-

bership at Shangri-La Golf Club & Resort without 

paying any initiation fee. That’s a great way to 

make sure your boat is well taken care of at 

Grand Lake’s #1 marina, while also saving a lot of 

money while enjoying the opportunity to take 

advantage of the constantly-growing list of events, 

services, and amenities enjoyed by members at 

Shangri-La. It won’t be long before that fabulous 
resort pool at the hotel is the summer spot to be! 

You know you’ll want to be there, too! 

If you don’t have a boat, well…we can help 

solve that problem, as well.  

There’s a Reason We’re Grand Lake’s Top 

Marina 

With our convenient mid-lake location at the 

#1 resort in the four-states area, it’s no wonder 

Shangri-La Marina is the top choice for Grand 

Lake boaters. We have free wi-fi, shower facilities 

for slip renters, year-round restroom facilities, and 

three meals a day available every day of the year 

at Doc’s Bar & Grill. In May, we’ll crank up even 

more fun at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar with live music 

every Saturday night all season long.  

The Shangri-La Marina staff is always here to 

help with a great supply of snacks, candy bars, ice 

cream treats, footwear, apparel, hats, caps, and a 

range of boating supplies. If you’re not already 

among our 200+ slip renters, come join our 

friendly family. It’s the perfect way to start the 

new year off right! 

http://www.nicholsmarine.com
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WELCOME…to Melisssa Parraz, Shangri-La’s  

new Director of Food & Beverage  

Melissa Parraz oozes with enthusiasm – so much 

so that it is contagious. As Shangri-La’s Director of 

Food & Beverage, she is in the perfect spot for that 

emotion; and she is the perfect person to raise Shangri

-La’s food and beverage service to the next level. 

“I love what I do,” she says, “Every day, I look for 

ways to make employees’ jobs easier, keep up with 

industry technological changes, and find the best ways 

to provide the ultimate service. Training is the key. 

Constantly mentoring the staff to retain a level of 

consistency and constant improvement is the key.” 

Born and raised in Tucson, Arizona except for a 

stint in Las Cruces, New Mexico where she graduated 

from high school, Melissa has been engrossed and 

engrained in the food and beverage industry for her 

entire adult life. 

“I was 18 years old,” she recalls. “My dad said for 

me to either get a job or go back to school – so, I did 

both.” 

She went to work as a teenager, accepting a posi-
tion as a cashier at Desert Diamond Casino & Enter-

tainment in Tucson. Over the ensuing 25 years, she 

climbed the ladder to the top – from cashier to lead 

manager-on-duty, then Supervisor of Food & Bever-

Staff Spotlight: Melissa Parraz  
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

Tagg, Trip and Trax May spent some quality time with important  

contacts at Shangri-La’s annual Sunday Brunch with Santa. 

age, then Assistant Food & Beverage Manager, and finally, Food & Bever-

age Manager, managing both front of the house and back of the house 

operations supervising over 300 employees plus chefs! In 2018, “empty 

nest syndrome” moved her to take a year off from the daily drive of such 

an operation. 

“I just took that year to settle my son down in school in Oregon, 

and get him where he needed to be. This opportunity at Shangri-La came 

at just the right time,” she says. 

Melissa is not unfamiliar with the top team at Shangri-La’s food & 

beverage department. She worked with both Executive Director of Hos-

pitality and Food & Beverage Peter Graf and Director of Culinary Opera-

tions & Executive Chef Michael Bujold at Desert Diamond.  

“I had started putting my resume out and casinos were reaching out 

to me because of my years in that type of venue,” she recalls. “A casino in 

Milwaukee reached out to me, and I called Peter to ask him about it. He 

said, ‘wait a minute…I have an opportunity at Shangri-La and I would 

really like you to consider that.’ It was perfect. We already knew each 

other very well and this job was just a matter of getting with Peter and 

jumping back into what we had been doing for the past six years togeth-

er.” 
After a lifetime in Tucson, Melissa made the move to Monkey Island 

and joined the team at Shangri-La December 1.  

“The atmosphere here is amazing,” she says. “It’s a great opportunity 

to learn while growing with the company, and utilizing all my experience 

that I have gained in the past. A resort is very different from a casino 

operation – so there’s a lot of opportunity here.” 

Melissa has two children, a daughter who is 24 and a 19-year-old son 

who is currently living with her on Monkey Island, as well as a long term 

significant other. She says he is considering a move from Tucson to Mon-

key Island, as well. 

Although a career in food & beverage doesn’t leave much time for 

hobbies, Melissa says she enjoys “the gym” and “eating and drinking…

which might explain the gym,” she laughs. 

She loves exploring new food & beverage venues, new technology, 

and methods of constantly improving service. 

“I’m have a great time getting to know our members and regular 

guests at Shangri-La,” she says. “I’m excited to learn all the dreams and 

desires of our members relating to food and beverage service. My only 

goal is to make every dining experience at any Shangri-La venue a won-

derful memory. I’m thrilled to be a part of this great team!” 
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Mary Ellen Risinger puts her 30 years of expe-

rience as a certified instructor to good use, 

leading Shangri-La’s Water Aerobics classes. 
Members took advantage of our free demonstration of water aerobics classes last month.  

Classes begin January 6 at the indoor pool. Classes will be held at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. every 

Monday and Wednesday. Contact Katelin Threet to reserve your spot. 918-257-7720. 

(Left) The band “House Party” provided outstanding entertainment for listening and dancing to cap off a great Winter Gala last month. 

 

(Right) Members Rick and Judge Alicia Littlefield joined Shangri-La’s Mike Williams  

and Linda Wall at the 2019 Grand Lake Association Annual Banquet  
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Shangri-La Member Profile: Julie & John McFerron 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

John and Julie McFerron are all about Shangri-La Resort  

and life on Monkey Island! 

John and Julie McFerron remember their children in their 

younger days constantly asking, “Why do we have to grow up in 

this health house?”  Julie is a registered nurse.  John is an optome-

trist.  Apparently the kids grew accustomed to it, though.  Their 

daughter Ashley is now an optometrist in Lake Oswego, Oregon.  

Their son Brian is a pediatric gastroenterologist at Riley Children’s 

Hospital in Indianapolis. 

John is a lifelong northeastern Oklahoma resident, born and 

raised in Miami, Oklahoma where he still maintains his optometric 

practice.  Julie began her trek to Grand Lake from West Virginia, 

as a child, moving to New York, Colorado and finally Tulsa.  The 

McFerrons met while John was at the University of Tulsa as an 

undergrad.  Julie was attending nursing school at Hillcrest Hospital 

enroute to a bachelor’s degree from Pittsburg State University and 

a Master’s from the University of Oklahoma. 

Julie was working as a nurse at Hillcrest when John finished his 

first year at Southern College of Optometry, the premier opto-

metric school in the nation.  They married that year and moved to 

Memphis; but the instant John finished school, they were back 

home in Miami, Oklahoma. 
“I bought an optometric practice lock, stock, and barrel – and 

I’ve been there ever since,” John says.   

Julie worked in part-time while raising two children.  In 1994, 

with the children raised, she began a career teaching nursing at 

Northeastern Oklahoma A&M where she remained for 19 years 

until her retirement in May, 2013.  Now she is totally immersed in 

the position she has always wanted, being “Nana” to Dez, age 8, in 

Lake Oswego, Oregon and Benjamin, age 6, in Indianapolis. 

“I’ve logged thousands of miles going back and forth to Indian-

apolis, Oregon and Pennsylvania visiting family. Who do you know 

who has Gold Medallion airline status and is retired?” she laughs. “I 

loved, loved, loved teaching nursing.  But, I knew we were getting 

ready to have grandchildren, and anybody who knows me knows 

what I was going to do.  That’s why I retired.” 

Three of her Monkey Island friends, Cari Williams, 

Gretchen Zumwalt, and Joyce Duke even threw her a “Nanny 

Camp Shower” when Benjamin was born, totally equipping 

the second floor of the McFerron home with every imaginable 

game and toy. 

The McFerrons are relentless entertainers.  Both cook at 

the gourmet level – Julie’s favorite dishes are self-described 

“comfort foods” like soups and salads.  John “rocks it out a 

little more,” according to Julie.  His favorite chef’s offerings 

are eggs purgatory for breakfast and osso buco for an evening 

meal. 

“I was sort of intimidated by John’s cooking skills, initial-

ly,” Julie says.  “But when I retired, I said ‘Hey – I want my 

kitchen back.’ Now, due to the way our house was arranged, 

we can cook together.  We love to entertain.  We love to 

cook.  It’s been great. 

“We do a lot of appetizers.  We’ve had as many as 40 or 

50 people over for appetizers and 20 for sit-down dinners.  I 

like to go to the store often enough to always have supplies 

enough that, if anybody stops by, we can put out a spread,” 
Julie says. 

“We’re not recluses, by any means,” John adds (in the 

understatement of the year).  “We like to entertain, there’s 

no doubt about it.” 

Their level of cooking skills are on a constants upward 

trajectory.  For Christmas a few years ago, Julie bought John a 

trip to Italy to check out the culinary scene.  At first, it was 

just a trip for John – but Julie went, as well.  “I pushed the 

envelope up from my comfort food cooking.  I expanded my 

horizons a little, too,” she said. 

Cooking isn’t their only extracurricular activity, though.  

John loves fly fishing, scuba diving, and underwater photog-

raphy.   

“I used to have a 16 golf handicap,” he grins, “but I dis-

covered it’s easier to throw a fly into the mouth of a trout 80 

feet away than it is to knock that white ball into a hole.”  Ap-

parently it’s a skill he plans to pass on.  He bought newborn 

Benjamin a fly-fishing rod for Christmas. 

Julie loves travel and spending time with family – with a 

heavy emphasis on the latter. 

“I used to play golf, but it takes so much time.  I might 

take lessons, but…it depends on grandkids.  My number one 

priority is being ‘Nana’.” 

John and Julie have been Monkey Island fixtures for dec-

ades, even while they lived in Miami.  They built their dream 

home and moved to Monkey Island full time in November, 

2012. 

Julie coordinates the backpack program for Fairland 

schools averaging 63 backpacks per week. She also assists 

with Career Cafe at First United Methodist Church of Fair-

land, serving lunches to college students at the Wesley on the 

campus of NEO  on Thursdays and works at Teachers 

Toolbox in Miami. In her “spare” time she enjoys yoga.  John 

and Julie also assist with fundraising and shopping for Dela-

ware county kids at Christmas.  

The McFerrons enjoy all the amenities Shangri-La offers 

including a wine locker, membership in the Wine 

Club,gourmet wine dinners at the Summit, the fitness center 

Continued from page 10…  
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SLWGA – 2019 at a Glance 

(Top Left)18-holers enjoyed the course and the competition at Shadow Valley. (Top Right) SLWGA 9-holers gather at Shadow Valley  

Country Club in Rogers, Arkansas. (Middle Left) It was another great year on the course for Ann Turner! (Middle Right) SLWGA  
team members at the Tri-State competition in Neosho, Missouri. (Bottom Left) Congratulations to Susan Jones on a fantastic 2019! 

(Bottom Right) Scenes from an “away” outing for the Shangri-La ladies at Muskogee Country Club.  
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2019 – What A Great Year!!! 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00am-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
4:00-10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

(Members and Hotel Guests only) 

4:00-9:00 p.m. Sunday (Open to the Public) 

Live Entertainment by Terry Jordan 

Saturday & Sunday evenings 
 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is Closed for the Season 

We’ll see you in the Spring, 2020 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
6:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

6:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Available for Special Events  

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Sunday and Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
(Spa services available Tuesday and Wednesday for 

pre-arranged groups) 

and spa services. Their kids and grandkids love the 

golf course and pool, as well.  

“I’ve been coming to Monkey Island regularly for 

45 years,” John recalls.  “When we first started eat-

ing at The Shebang, they didn’t have anything but ice 

cream and pizza.  I guess, after 45 years, we’ve finally 

earned the right to be called ‘locals.’  Our only re-

gret about moving to Monkey Island is that we didn’t 

do it sooner!”  

“We lived in the same house in Miami for 

32 years,” Julie chimes in.  “The day we 

moved, I went to my office, the movers came, 

we stayed in a hotel for four days – and came 

to our new house on Monkey Island.  I walked 

in the door and said, ‘Thank you, God.  We’re 

home.” 

And all the other Monkey Island “locals” 

are glad! 

Continued from page 7…  

2020 promises to be an exciting year around the club!!! 


