
 Activity Park Groundbreaking February 14 
Highlights a February Schedule Packed 
with Fun Winter Events at Shangri-La  

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

en Blues Bash & BBQ, we are 

adding more options for our 

members and guests on an al-

most weekly basis.  In addition 

to the new offerings at Doc’s, 

we are expanding our delivery 

program for Monkey Island. This 

will include our newly crafted 

delicious pizza offering plus 

many of the new menu items 

featured at Doc’s.  March 1st is 

the target launch for this ex-

panded program. 

Members of the Shangri-La 

Women’s Golf Association have 

the right idea about what to do 

during the winter. They kick off 

the month with their “Snow 

Bunny Golf” event. We are 

adding to the wintertime fun 
with a “Business After Hours” 

event on February 7, giving us all 

a chance to share our goals and 

11,000 square foot indoor facili-

ty featuring a golf simulators, 

shooting simulators, bowling 

lanes, an indoor-outdoor bar & 

lounge, a coffee bar, a 40-seat 

indoor theater suitable for both 

movies, special events, and vid-

eo conferencing, as well as a 

variety of games including pool, 

ping-pong, and pop-a-shot bas-

ketball. 

I’m excited to share all the 

details of this fantastic new 

facility which will enhance year-

round recreational activities at 

Shangri-La Resort. I hope you 

can join us for our official kick-

off! 

Amenities and Event Sched-

ules Continue to Grow! 
On the heels of last 

month’s phenomenal debut of 

our plans at Doc’s Bar & Grill 

with the sold-out Whisky Kitch-
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

Please plan to join us at Shan-

gri-La Resort for the most exciting 

milestone since the Grand Open-

ing of our resort hotel more than 

two-and-a-half years ago. At 10:00 

a.m. on Friday, February 14, Okla-

homa Lieutenant Governor Matt 

Pinnell will be our honored guest 

at the official groundbreaking cere-

monies for the much-anticipated 

Activity Park at Shangri-La! We 

are thrilled to be joined by mem-

bers and guests including a host of 

dignitaries for this momentous 

landmark event. I can’t think of a 

better Valentine’s Day method of 

spreading the love of our Grand 

Lake home! 

Plans have been finalized and 

we are ready to begin construc-
tion on both outdoor and indoor 

facilities including tennis courts, 

pickleball courts, a basketball 

court, sand volleyball and an 

Continued on page 2…  

Shangri-La Staff 
 

 

Jason Sheffield 
Executive Chairman 
 

Barry Willingham 
President & CEO 
 

Peter Graf 
Executive Director 

Hospitality, Food & Beverage 
 

Rob Yanovitch 
PGA Director of Golf & 

Club Operations 
 

Mike Williams 
Director of Communications 

& Government Relations 
 

Justin May 
Golf Course Superintendent 
 

Michael Bujold 
Director of Culinary Opera-

tions & Executive Chef  
 

Melissa Parraz 
Director of  Food & Beverage 
 

Phillip Cunningham 
Marina Manager 
 

Dana Able 
Director of Sales 
 

Linda Wall 
Director of Catering 
 

Katelin Threet 
Membership & Marketing 

Administrator 
 

Brett Wisdom 
Resort Manager 
 

Sarah Scott 
Director of Human Resources 

Shangri-La is looking forward to amazing things in 2020! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 The Horizon: February 2020 

ideas for growth of tourism and economic 

development in the Grand Lake area. The 

next morning, February 8, we’ll provide a 

great opportunity to have a little water fun 

besides our twice-a-week water aerobics 

classes. At 11:30 Saturday morning, February 

8, grab your swimsuit, your brave attitude, 

and your community spirit and join us for 

our inaugural “Polar Plunge” at the outdoor 

resort pool. The proceeds from your $10 

entry fee go to support the Grove Public 

Library. 

The very next week, we will celebrate 

Valentine’s Day with three nights of spectac-

ular Valentine Dinners at The Summit Res-

taurant and Doc’s Bar & Grill, as well as a 

very special offerings at The Spa at Shangri-

La – all complemented by a very enticing 

room rate offering at the hotel for an extra 

special celebration. Both the Summit and 
Doc’s Valentine dinner events are open to 

the public. Terry Jordan will provide the en-

tertainment all three nights at The Summit. 

Chef Julie is also offering an incredible 

selection of Valentine “Sweets-to-Go” – 

chocolate covered strawberries (including a 

limited offering of incredible long-stemmed 

displays), Red Velvet Cinnamon Rolls with 

cream cheese icing, and a couple of mini-

cakes – chocolate ganache or chocolate 

covered strawberry cake. They all come in 

an awesome gift package. Order yours by 

contacting Linda Wall at 918-257-7716 no 

later than 2:00 p.m. Thursday, February 13.  

On the heels of the Valentine celebra-

tions, we will unveil our complete new menu 

at Doc’s Bar & Grill beginning Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 18. I think you will be thrilled with 

what the culinary crew has cooked up for 

their “comfort food menu” including tradi-

tional favorites like meat loaf, catfish, chicken

-fried steak, jumbo fried shrimp, and Chef 

Harrell’s fried chicken, along with a great 

offering of rotisserie chicken, brisket, a vari-

ety of BBQ, sides, desserts, our new 

Continued from page 1…  

“Whiskey Kitchen,” and an all-new look 

for both the crew and the surroundings at 

Doc’s. It’s a very exciting time for our food 

& beverage department.  

We will wrap up the month of winter 

festivities with a “Women’s Getaway 

Weekend” featuring special room rates, 

spa services, a sip & paint and cooking and 

pottery classes, as well as a very special 

hands-on cooking class Saturday, February 

29 (1:00-4:00) with instruction from both 

Chef Mike and Chef Julie. 

With our regular Trivia, Tacos & Te-

quila Tuesday, Wine Wednesday, and 

Prime Rib & Karaoke Thursday events, that 

should keep us all plenty busy through the 

busy month of February.  

March plans include Glow Golf 

nighttime competition on the golf course, 

St. Patrick’s Day hotel & island transporta-
tion specials, a little fishing as well as a fish 

fry, and our 2nd Annual 5K run. And that’s 

just the first quarter of the year! We have 

an even more jam-packed schedule of fun 

for the months ahead. Wait ‘til you see 

what we have planned for the summer! 

Spreading the Word! 

Our team continues to work hard, 

spreading the news of the quality Grand 

Lake Lifestyle throughout the region. In the 

past month, our crews have been on hand 

with exhibits at The Northwest Arkansas 

Women’s Expo, The Fayetteville Wedding 

Show, the Downstream Casino Wedding 

Show, the Oklahoma City Boat Show, The 

Tulsa Boat Show, and the Nebraska Golf 

Show.  

In the next two weeks, Shangri-La 

representatives will participate in the Tulsa 

Women’s Show and the Kansas City Golf 

Show. Within the next month, we will also 

be on hand for the Hard Rock Casino 

Wedding Show and the Tulsa Home & 

Garden Show.  

We have had great feature stories 

about our Activity Park plans in the Tulsa 

World, Golf Oklahoma Magazine, Grand Para-

dise Magazine, and on KJRH-Channel 2 in 

Tulsa. Upcoming magazine stories featuring 

Shangri-La’s growing list of amenities and 

events are already scheduled for OKC Life-

style Magazine, Destination Golfer Magazine, 

and Midwest Golfing Magazine in the next 

month. We are working hard to promote 

economic growth and tourism for the 

entire Grand Lake community.  

Join the Shangri-La Community! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the entertainment atmosphere for their 

families. The only remaining home left in 

the Gallery is the furnished Model Home 

on lot #13.  Come check out this beautiful 

gated community directly across from the 

clubhouse! 
In our newest residential develop-

ment, The Ridge at Shangri-La, eleven new 

homes have been sold. We have two 

homes that are move-in ready and two 

more available for sale that are under con-

struction.  We also have a furnished model 

home available for touring!  

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact 

Coldwell Banker Shangri-La Realty to view 

our current inventory or design a new 

home! 

Download Shangri-La’s Upgraded and 

FREE Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

a great way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. All 

you have to do to download the app is 

text the word GRAND to 855-339-2122. 

It’s that easy. You can also follow our pro-

gress and our upcoming events on our 

website at www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us 

on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter and 

Instagram. 

I couldn’t be more excited about our 

team, our members, our guests, and our 

plans for continued growth and improve-

ment of services and amenities at Shangri-

La. As always, our commitment is to you, 

our members and guests. I sincerely appre-

ciate your sharing your thoughts, dreams, 

desires and your time with us at Shangri-La 

Resort. 

No employee appreciation party would be 

complete without the obligatory “cupcake 

eating competition!” 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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heart Dinner celebration specials for three spectacular nights – 

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday February 14, 15, 16. 

The Summit’s four-course dinner is open to the public and will 

feature your choice of entrees – Papperdelle with Prawns, Surf & 

Turf, or a Pecan Smoked Duck La Cerise – for $120 per couple 

($175 including a special bottle of wine). For Summit reservations 

call 918-257-4200 or email summit@shangrilaok.com.  

The Valentine dinner at Doc’s will also be a four-course offer-

ing, with Chicken Piccata, Hawaiian Sea Bass or Beef Welling as the 

entrée choices. The Doc’s dinner is priced at $60 per couple (or 

$80 including a bottle of wine). For reservations at Doc’s, call 918-

257-7742. 

New Doc’s Menu! 

After we wrap up the Valentine weekend fun, we will debut 

our all-new Doc’s Bar & Grill menu complete with a new look in 

both décor and uniforms on Tuesday, February 18. It will include all 

the smoked meats we debuted at our Whiskey Kitchen event, plus 

some additional surprise dishes I think you’ll really love. We’re all 

about comfort food with the new menu. I hope you’ll love it as 

much as we do!  
Cooking Class February 29 

Chef Julie and I are planning the return of our hands-on cook-

ing classes on Saturday February 29 as a part of our fun “Women’s 

Getaway Weekend ($45 per person). The class will be a lot of fun 

and is scheduled for 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

If you would like to join us for the Saturday afternoon culinary 

fun to wrap up the month, please RSVP to Katelin Threet at 918-

257-7720 or email Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

Getting Ready for a New Season at Eddy’s 

We couldn’t wait any longer to start preparing for the new 

season ahead at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar. I think you’re going to love 

both the menu AND the awesome new furniture that was deliv-

ered for Eddy’s last month. We’ll be opening Eddy’s for the sum-

mer season in May – and I’m really excited about all the great bands 

and the great menu…and the great new comfy furniture! 

Thank you so much for your continued support and for your 

kind compliments about our food & beverage service – and thank 

you for including Shangri-La in your plans with family and friends. If 

there is anything we can do to enhance your dining experience, 

please let me know. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Executive Chef Michael Bujold: If you’re going to open a Whiskey Kitchen, 

you’d better know what it’s all about, right? 

I was plenty excited about my LSU Tigers in the National 

Championship game, but I’m even more excited about what’s hap-

pening in the food & beverage department at Shangri-La! 

We had a great evening unveiling our new “Whiskey Kitchen” 

at our big “Whiskey Kitchen Blues Bash & BBQ” January 25. What 

a great evening that was! I want to give a big shout-out to the 

great crowd that showed to sample our new menu items – espe-

cially our awesome smoked ribs, brisket, sausage, and rotisserie 

chicken dishes that will soon be a part of our new menu at Doc’s – 

and of course those who also sampled our new variety of beverag-

es in the Whiskey Kitchen. This is really going to be a fun year! 

Valentine’s Day is a Three-Day Holiday This Year! 

I hope you will plan to join us at Doc’s Bar & Grill or the 

Summit Restaurant to celebrate Valentine’s Day this year. I have 

prepared special menus for both venues; and we will offer Sweet-

Pam and Casey Borin joined the VIP Night fun at the Nichols Marine 

at Shangri-La booth at the Tulsa Boat Show  

Remember the TV show “The Brady Bunch”?  

Guess who Dana Able and Linda Wall ran into at the  
Northwest Arkansas Women’s Expo while spreading the Grand Lake 

news. Yep. Greg Brady (aka actor Barry Williams).  

mailto:summit@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
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January was an incredible month for new boat sales. All Grand Lake 

economic indicators are good! As we wrap up the Tulsa Boat, Sport & 

Travel Show, the crew from Nichols Marine at Shangri-La has already 

broken last year’s sales record at the show, having already set a new 

record for sales at the Oklahoma City Boat, RV & Tackle Show earlier in 

January! 

The most popular boats at the Oklahoma City show were 22-foot 

and 25-foot Bennington tritoons, and the Chaparral 277SSX and 297SSX 

bowriders. At the Tulsa show, 25-foot Benningtons led the pack, fol-

lowed by 257, 277, and 297 Chaparrals, and the show-stopping Chris-

Craft 28GT. The Robalo center consoles (242, 272 and 302) were also 

big attention-getters! 

It was certainly a pleasure to have Chaparral Boats company found-

er Buck Pegg and Senior Vice-President Ann Baldree join us to spend a 

little time the Tulsa Show. With the full line-up from Chaparral and Rob-

alo on display, they had plenty of merchandise on hand to show their 

awesome workmanship! 

The Tulsa show, as usual, was like a Grand Lake reunion. It was 

really nice to see so many of our slip renters and customers for a little 

mid-winter get-together! Within the next couple of weeks, we’ll have an 
all-new display of boats both on the sales dock at the marina and at the 

Nichols Marine highway store on Monkey Island, complete with their 

brand new showroom.  

If you’re in the market for a new or used boat – and you didn’t join 

those buying at the two big Oklahoma shows, Nichols Marine at Shangri-

La is the spot to shop! 

No matter what you’re looking for, you’re sure to find the perfect 

match in our wide array of available models. Our boat show offerings 

include a wide variety of new boats ranging in size from 20-feet to 38-

feet – including new models from Chaparral, Chris-Craft, Robalo center 

console boats, Vortex jet boats, MasterCraft wakeboard/wake surf 

boats, and the popular Bennington pontoons and tritoons. Nichols Ma-

rine also offers Ranger, Triton, and Vexus bass boats.  

It stands to reason that the biggest seller of NEW boats also has 

the biggest selection of pre-owned boats. Check out the complete in-

ventory of new and pre-owned boats on our official boat sales website – 

Dock Talk 
by Phillip Cunningham, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Congratulations to David Wilson and Brandy  

on the purchase of their new Robalo 272.  

www.nicholsmarine.com.  

With six locations in two states, Nichols has a tremen-

dous selection in stock. Shangri-La Marina is also one of the 

largest dealers in Oklahoma, Kansas, and Texas for popular 

HydroHoist Boat Lifts. We are truly your one-stop shopping 

spot for all your boating needs. If you don’t have a boat…get 

one! We’ll help you pick it out -and we’ll take good care of it. 

Slip Availability 

Shangri-La Marina is close to capacity, but we do have a 

handful of available slips – 24, 28, 32, and 40 feet in length.  

If you know someone who may like to join the Shangri-La 

family and are looking for a place to keep their boat, remem-

ber that slip renters at Shangri-La Marina may also join the 

growing membership at Shangri-La Golf Club & Resort without 

paying any initiation fee. That’s a great way to make sure your 

boat is well taken care of at Grand Lake’s #1 marina, while also 

saving a lot of money while enjoying the opportunity to take 

advantage of the constantly-growing list of events, services, and 

amenities enjoyed by members at Shangri-La. We will host 

groundbreaking ceremonies soon for our new $5.5 million 
Activity Park at Shangri-La; and it won’t be long before that 

fabulous resort pool at the hotel is the summer spot to be! 

You know you’ll want to be there, too! 

BIG SALE IN THE SHIP STORE 

Lyn has declared war on all merchandise in the Ship Store 

with a HUGE sale. All products – ALL products are now dis-

counted 20-40% off for our “After Christmas Sale.” That in-

cludes food, beverages, sunglasses, beach wear, apparel – eve-

rything! I know a lot of our customers are planning cruises and 

trips to warmer destinations in the next couple of months. We 

have a great supply of everything you’ll need to take to warmer 

climates – as well as a great selection of outerwear for those 

of us who are staying at home. Come check it out! 

The Shangri-La Marina staff is always here to help with a 

great supply of snacks, candy bars, ice cream treats, footwear, 

apparel, hats, caps, and a range of boating supplies. If you’re not 

already among our 200+ slip renters, come join our friendly 

family. It’s the perfect way to start the new year off right! 

Shangri-La’s Director of Catering Linda Wall, Marina Manager 

Phillip Cunningham, and Director of Sales Dana Able were on hand 

to greet members and guests at the Tulsa Boat Show. 

http://www.nicholsmarine.com
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If it breaks, cracks, stops up, burns out, or just doesn’t work  

anywhere in the sprawling Shangri-La Resort complex,  

Facilities Director Brent Beyers gets the call. 

Brent Beyers keeps the wheels turning as Facilities Director at 

Shangri-La Resort, heading the eight-member team of technicians 

responsible for all maintenance issues at the entire resort property 

including a 119-room hotel, club house, pool, spa, three restau-

rants and kitchens, and marina facilities. 

“If it breaks, cracks, stops up, burns out, or just doesn’t work 

anywhere in the sprawling resort facilities including the 119-room 

hotel, I get the call,” Brent laughs.  

As a member of Shangri-La’s 15-member Senior Management 

Staff Spotlight: Brent Beyers  
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

With the holidays out of the way, Shangri-La took a January 

afternoon to express appreciation to all our employees. It’s 

amazing how many people it takes to keep the wheels turning! 

Team, Brent works closely with all department heads and 

staff members at the 280-employee facility. His leadership 

skills, positive attitude and cooperative spirit make him a 

key member of the resort leadership, ensuring smooth op-

erations that contribute to a positive environment for both 

staff, members, and guests.  

A native of Ketchum, Oklahoma on Grand lake and a 

Ketchum High School Brent joined the Shangri-La Resort 

team in March, 2017, shortly before the opening of the 

resort hotel. He is a resident of Monkey Island on North-

eastern Oklahoma’s Grand Lake O’ The Cherokees. 

Prior to his service at Shangri-La, he served as Direc-

tor of Maintenance & Engineering at Buffalo Run Casino and 

Resort in Miami, Oklahoma. He also worked as Mainte-

nance Specialist at Freeman Hospital in Joplin, Missouri with 

responsibilities for daily supervision and maintenance of all 

Freeman Hospital buildings. 

“I’ve been doing this for fourteen years,” he says, wip-

ing his brow. “Wow. I’m getting old,” he laughs.  

Brent’s extensive skill set is well documented by a 
variety of professional certifications including Hunter Irriga-

tion Specialist Certification, certifications for pool & spa 

operations, fire containment certification, and OSHA safety 

certification. 

His duties at Shangri-La have enabled him to build close 

relationship with a variety of providers of both goods and 

services, as well as area law enforcement personnel and first 

responders. His extensive contacts with area contractors 

and sub-contractors - from plumbers to electricians, car-

penters to landscapers, realtors to government regulators - 

make him a valuable asset and a reliable and easily accessible 

go-to facilitator any job, big or small.   

Brent enjoys boats and outdoor activities of any kind. 

He has a 10-year-old son, Beckham, who is a student at 

Grove Public Schools and a football player, and lives on 

Monkey Island. As a lifelong Grand Lake area resident, Brent 

has developed extensive resources and relationships that 

make him a valuable member of the Shangri-La team! 

Shangri-La President & CEO Barry Willingham took time  

at our employee appreciation party to personally thank  

team members for the Shangri-La success! 
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Shangri-La Member Profile: Donnie & Jan Smith 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

 

Donnie and Jan Smith – at home on Grand Lake 

and feeling at home at Shangri-La. 

For two Island regulars, Donnie and Jan Smith, their move to 

this slice of paradise happened almost overnight. 

Donnie was raised in the western Oklahoma town of Fair-

view. He found it to be an obvious calling to pharmacy school since 

his parents were both pharmacists. His mother was one of the first 

female pharmacists in the country when she graduated in the 

1930s. 

“We owned the second oldest drug store in Oklahoma,” 

Donnie says. “It was an old fashioned drug store with a soda foun-

tain. We’d have as many as 2,500 people come through our store 

on a Saturday night. In our town of Fairview with a population of 

about 3,000 and nothing to do, you’d go to the soda fountain. I 

worked as a soda jerk there growing up.” 

After graduating from Fairview High School in 1973, Donnie 

began attending Southwestern Oklahoma State University where 

he ran track for three years. After graduating, he returned to Fair-

view to run his parents store for two years. 

“This was right before the oil bust in the early 80s,” Donnie 

says. “We sold the drug store so they could retire and I moved to 

Tulsa to work for Med-X Corporation.” 
With twelve years at Med-X in the books as one of two dis-

trict managers, Donnie began managing Wal-Mart pharmacies. 

“The first Wal-Mart pharmacy that I managed was in Vinita, 

Oklahoma,” he recalls. “I’ve managed about seven through the 

years, but worked with nearly all the Wal-Marts within a 100 miles 

of our house.”  

Maintaining a busy schedule, Donnie also worked for Freeman 

Systems for nine years, but has now made a home at Integris 

Hospital in Grove as one of the two pharmacists. He also 

commutes to Joplin to manage one of the Wal-Mart pharma-

cies. 

His time at Med-X brought him his wife, Jan. Jan grew up 

in Tulsa and graduated from the all-girls Catholic school, 

Montecasino, in 1972. She grew up showing horses which 

motivated her to want to be an equine vet.  

“My teachers would ask what I wanted to be but then 

say, ‘Girls can’t be veterinarians,’” Jan recalls. “It was not until 

my senior year of high school that a woman came to teach 

physiology and she said, ‘You can be whatever you want to 

be. If you want to be a veterinarian, go for it.’ She really en-

couraged me,” Jan says. 

She went to Oklahoma State University for both pre-vet 

and veterinarian school. After graduating, Jan moved on to 

work for a few different small animal hospitals around Tulsa. 

One of her best friends married a Med-X pharmacist who 

wanted to introduce her to the new guy in town. She and 

Donnie bonded over their mutual love of horses. Jan recalls 
their first date when Donnie came over and she was cooking 

hotdogs but flipped one off onto the patio floor. 

“I brushed the dirt and rocks off and still ate it,” Donnie 

says as Jan chuckles.  

“So I had all these horse models that I had collected 

since I was a little girl in my new house,” Jan says. “Donnie 

walked through with his plate after he ate the dirty hotdog 

and…” 

“And she only had one plate,” Donnie chimes in with a 

laugh. 

“Yep, one plate,” Jan says. “But he walked in and said, 

‘Hey, I have those. I had them when I was a little boy.’ So I 

thought ‘all right, this guy can’t be that bad.’” Thirty-five years 

of marriage later, they still laugh about that night.  

They both enjoy riding horses and have always been 

dedicated to bettering themselves in the area of showing and 

competing. So much so, in fact, that Donnie won National 

Working Cow Horse back in 2002 with the help of another 

Shangri-La member and friend, Kathy Hart. 

It was Donnie’s boss at Med-X who first encouraged 

them to visit Grand Lake.  

“We decided to visit just to look,” Jan says. “His boss 

had a lake house in Bernice and told us to at least look. The 

realtor showed us all these places and that night we were 

back in the office signing the papers. We thought ‘what are 

we doing? We just came to look and didn’t even sleep on this 

decision.’ That was back in 1989,” Jan says. 

The Smiths bought some land on a cutoff road between 

Grove and Fairland and turned it into their farm and their 

own piece of heaven.  

“We argued for 20 years about building a house and 

finally did it,” Donnie laughs. 

Their beautiful new home, perched on a hill, overlooks a 

lush span of land for their horses to roam along with “a hand-

ful of cows.” It is also a short drive to Grove Small Animal 

Hospital which Jan co-owns with Kathy Dunaway. The loca-

tion of their home also brought them to Shangri-La where 

they have been members since 1989.  

Continued from page 10…  
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Shangri-La Women’s Golf Association (SLWGA) is off and running!!   The 

past Board and the 2020 Board met on January 27 at Judi Barber’s home and 

began our planning for 2020.  Points of discussion included the 2020 budg-

et, point system, review of handicaps, change in GINN publication, website 

review, information on the survey from the fall brunch and various tourna-

ments. 

The 2020 SLWGA Board Members include President-Judi Barber, Vice-

President-Cheryl Brecheisen, Treasurer-Linda McCulla, Secretary-Candy 

Couch, Publicity Chair-Gaylyn Haynes, 9-Hold Chair-Jan Castelli, 18-Hole 

Chair-Gloria Pickens, Away Golf Chair-Judi Barber. 

If you haven’t paid your 2020 dues, please do so!   SLWGA now has a 

P.O. Box; therefore, please send your $75.00 check to Linda McCulla, P.O. 

Box 453142, Grove, OK  74344. 

Thanks to Jan Castelli for organizing a monthly 

“Winter Lunch Without Golf” at Doc’s Bar & 

Grill.    The remaining scheduled date is February 

24 at 11:30. Reservations are not needed, come 

join the fun!   

Also, thanks to Pat Dunn for our very first 

“Snow Bunny Golf” held on February 1---we were-

n’t sure how much golf we would be able to play, 

but the weather was great, and we girls had a won-

derful day! 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Saturday, April 4 at 10:30 we will have our 

Spring Membership Brunch in the Charles Davis 

Room.  I will be updating individual pics on our 

website; therefore, if you want your pic updated, let 

me know.  If you don’t have a pic on the website, 

I’ll find you to take one. 

SLWGA season begins on Monday, April 6 

with a mixed scramble format.  18-holers in April 

and May will tee off at 9:00 a.m. and after May will 
tee off at 8:30 a.m. through the end of the sea-

son.  9-holers will tee off at 10:00 a.m. the entire 

year.  We look forward to seeing all. 

MORE ON THE HISTORY OF WOMEN’S 

PROFESSIONAL GOLF: 

The first commissioner of the LPGA was hired 

in 1975.  Ray Volpe, moving the headquarters to 

New York, established a Board of Directors and 

selected a player council in 1976.  Judy Rankin be-

comes the first player on the LPGA Tour to earn 

over $100,000 in a single season, banking a total of 

$150,734 in winnings.  Two years later in 1978, 

rookie Nancy Lopez had a stellar start to her LPGA 

career winning 9 tournaments, 5 of them consecu-

tively, and earning both Rookie of the Year and 

Player of the Year honors.  The annual prize money 

for LPGA Tour reached $4.4 million by 1979. 

SLWGA Board Members for 2020 include (from left) Gaylyn Haynes, Cheryl Brechei-

sen, Candy Couch, Linda McCulla, Judi Barber, Gloria Pickens, and Jan Castelli. 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by Gaylyn Haynes 

(Left) Shangri-La’s Mike Williams spent a little quality time with Congressman Markwayne Mullin’s Field Representative Debbie Dooley last 
month. Happy belated birthday to Debbie, who celebrated her birthday at Shangri-La! (Right) We couldn’t wait any longer to prepare for the 

season ahead at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar. Our new furniture arrived last month. Getting ready for summer fun! 
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Whiskey Kitchen Blues Bash & BBQ  

The new menu at Doc’s Bar & Grill brings new meaning  

to the phrase “branding a business!” 

The sensational Wanda Watson Band once again  

wowed guests at the Whiskey Kitchen Blues Bash at Doc’s.  

Roger Haglund tried his best, but he couldn’t fit all the new 

menu items at Doc’s on just one plate.  

Mike Williams, Tammy Botts, Barry Willingham,  

and Cari Williams tested all there was too eat and drink  

at our Whiskey Kitchen Blues Bash. 

Debbie Mitchell and Gaylyn Haynes checked out all the new 

Doc’s menu items at the debut of the all-new Doc’s Bar & Grill  
More than 200 members and guests joined us for the Whiskey 

Kitchen Blues Bash & BBQ at Doc’s January 25. 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00am-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
4:00-10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

(Members and Hotel Guests only) 

4:00-9:00 p.m. Sunday (Open to the Public) 

Live Entertainment by Terry Jordan 

Saturday & Sunday evenings 
 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is Closed for the Season 

We’ll see you in the Spring, 2020 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
6:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

6:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Available for Special Events  

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Sunday and Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
(Spa services available Tuesday and Wednesday for 

pre-arranged groups) 

“We joined to work out and play tennis and use 

the swimming pool,” Jan says. “We loved to eat 

there. Because of the location we just started hang-

ing out there all the time,” Jan says. 

Donnie and Jan love the hotel’s pool and other 

outdoor activities it offers, and they are excited 

about the tennis, pickleball courts and other activities 

that will be offered at Shangri-La’s new Activity Park; 

, but their favorite part about the revived Shangri-La 

is spending time at The Summit and Doc’s to 

socialize and eat with friends. It takes them a 

while to get to their table because everyone 

stops them along the way to chat. They seem 

to know just about every other member - and 

they see them often.  

“Seriously, it’s the best choice we could 

have made,” Jan says. “Shangri-La is like a sec-

ond home to us – and it just gets better every 

year.” 

Continued from page 7…  

Staying on top of government regulations, both at the state and federal level, is always important to Shangri-La. 

Director of Communications & Government Relations Mike Williams is pictured with Oklahoma  

Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell and Grand River Dam Authority CEO Dan Sullivan. 


