
PRESIDENTS’ ROUND TABLE  
MID-YEAR MEETING SUMMARY 

 
Saturday, January 29-31, 2010 

Dallas, TX 
 

Members present:  Kenneth Atwater, Helen Benjamin, Sharon Blackman, Charlene M. Dukes, Marie Foster Gnage, 
Gwendolyn G. Joseph, Erma Johnson-Hadley, Andrew Jones, Elmer Haymon, Wright Lassiter, Gordon F. May, 
Sharon Miller, Charlene Newkirk, DeRionne Pollard, Sandra Robinson, George Swan III, Joseph Seabrooks, Ernest L. 
Thomas, Michael Townsend, Art Tyler, Jennifer Wimbish 

Guests:  Dr. Lorenzo Estes, APLU; Geoff Howland, Chevron Energy Services; Ahmed Stephens, Merrill Lynch; Lance 
Williams, AAMI Coordinator 

I. Strategic Planning 

The strategic planning committee led the group in developing vision and mission statements, values, and 
objectives for the PRT. 

Next steps:  Finalize draft of strategic plan, submit to executive committee for approval at the April meeting. 

II. African American Male Initiative 

The new AAMI coordinator, Dr. Lance Williams, was introduced and his work for the next four months shared with 
the group.  An AAMI committee was formed to provide guidance and direction for the effort:  Dr. Andrew Jones 
(TX), chair; Dr. George Swan (MI); Dr. Jennifer Wimbish (TX); Dr. Tyjuan Lee (MD); and McKinley Williams (CA). 

III. PRT Publication 

Dr. DeRionne Pollard and Dr. Joe Seabrooks received consensus on the outline and title (The Chocolate Truth) of 
the publication as well as commitments from those present on chapters to which they would contribute.  A 
deadline for submissions was established (May1).   

Next steps:  The call for manuscripts will be sent out immediately to the entire membership.  Dr. Pollard will 
continue work on finalizing a publisher.   

IV. Honorary and Lifetime Memberships/PRT Directory  

Agreement on criteria for honorary and lifetime memberships was reached.  The next directory will be published in 
January 2011.  The number of copies printed will be reduced considerably and directories will be published on CDs 
and in pdf format for distribution. 

Next steps:  Dr. Ken Atwater will bring appropriate items to April meeting for approval.  

V. Lakin Institute for Mentored Leadership and PRT Fall Meeting 

For the second year, the Lakin Institute will be held jointly with the NCBAA Mid-level Managers Institute.  October 
10 through 17, 2010, was established as the dates for the Lakin Institute in Houston, TX.  Dr. Charlene Newkirk (PA) 
will serve as the co-coodinator of the institute with Dr. Charlene Dukes (MD).   Art Tyler (TX) will serve as institute 
host.  The PRT fall meeting will be held on October 15-17.  For the first time, a two-day session for new presidents 
will be held on Thursday and Friday, October 14-15.   

Next steps:  Charlene will begin work on brochures and share information at the April meeting. 

VI. 501(c) 3 Status to Be Sought for PRT 

In order to gain more independence for the organization, Art Tyler (TX) will explore the process and practicality of 
the PRT becoming a 501(c) 3.  His findings and recommendations will be shared at the April meeting. 

VII. AACC  



Members developed a list of characteristics they would like the new CEO of AACC to possess.  The convener will 
compose a letter containing the list and submit to the chair of AACC and finalize and send letter to AACC chair on 
CEO characteristics.  The convener will also schedule an evening meeting at the AACC convention for members to 
discuss topics of interest that cannot be covered in the breakfast meeting. 

Next steps:  Dr. Jones will plan the format for the dialogue and Dr. Benjamin will send the letter to AACC. 

VIII. Association of Public and Land Grant Universities 

Members of the executive committees of the APLU and the PRT will meet to finalize the MOU between the 
organizations in 2010.  Again this year a member of the PRT will make a presentation at the summer meeting of 
the APLU. 

Next Steps:  The convener will work with Dr. Lorenzo Estes (APLU) in arranging both activities. 

IX. Nominating Committee 

The PRT constitution requires the election of officers every two years.  Art Tyler (TX), Jennifer Wimbish (TX), 
Gordon May (MI), and DeRionne Pollard (CA) will serve as the Nominating Committee for officers to serve from 
July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2012.  A slate of officers will be presented for approval at the April meeting. 

X. Corporate Sponsorships 

The PRT now has two corporate sponsors: Chevron Energy Services.  Art Tyler will serve as the coordinator for 
increasing and maintaining corporate sponsors. 

XI. Social Networking Site 

Dr. Joe Seabrooks (MO) will set up a social networking site for the PRT. 

XII. Letter to President Obama 

Dr. DeRionne Pollard will draft a letter to be sent to President Obama offering the assistance of the PRT in Haiti 
efforts. 

 


