
PRESIDENTS’ ROUND TABLE MEETING NOTES 
Friday, October 15, 2010 

Houston, TX 
Helen Benjamin, Convener, Presiding 

In attendance 
Anderson, Carolyn 
Benjamin, Helen 
Blackman, Sharon 
Chambers, Doug;  
Dukes, Charlene 
Franklin, Homer (retired) 
Green, Charles (retired) 
Gueverra, Jonathan 

Jackson, Jannett 
 Jones, Andrew 
Lowe, James 
Littles, Douglas 
May, Gordon 
McAlpine, Helen 
Miller, Sharon 
Mitchell, James 

Munnerlyn, Sam 
Newkirk, Charlene 
Seabrooks, Joe 
Townsend, Michael 
Tyler, Art 
Williams, Carolyn 
Wimbish, Jennifer 
Wright, Ron 

 
Call to order, Introductions 
 
The meeting was called to order by the convener at 2:10 p.m. 
 
Review/Approval of October 2009 and April 2010 minutes 
April minutes were unavailable at the time and will be presented at the spring meeting.  October 
minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
In the absence of the treasurer, the convener reported that the PRT balance less the 2010 Lakin revenue 
and expenses is $132, 059. 

 
Lakin Institute Report 
 
Eleven mentees participated and completed the program. Superb assistance was rendered by HCC and 
Dr. Art Tyler’s staff (Sabrina Lewis). The combined Lakin Institute and NCBAA, Mid Level Institute created 
an economy of scale resulting in a second consecutive positive balance for the PRT ($12, 600 
revenue/$6000 expenses). The 2011 Lakin Institute will be held in Detroit, MI and hosted by Wayne 
County CCD. (Dr. Curtis Ivery, chancellor) 
 
Institute for New Presidents 2010-11 
 
Nine new presidents were involved in the inaugural Institute. Drs. Jerry Hunter and Russell Davis 
conducted the Institute. Preliminary results from participants indicated that the Institute was a rousing 
success. 
 
PRT Publication: The Chocolate Truth 
 
Drs. Benjamin and Seabrooks gave status reports on the progress of the publication and the need to gain 
consensus that a single publication copyright would be secured. Other editorial agreements will be 
negotiated with individual contributors. The editor has completed her work on the submissions and Dr. 
Benjamin is in the process of obtaining.info on copyright which will be under the names of the editors 
and not individual contributors.  Agreement was reached that the style of submissions will be based on 
publishers' recommendations.  Dr. Seabrooks reminded the group of the goals of the book:  (a) present 



an unfiltered resource for aspiring and current community college CEOs; (b) elevate the national and 
international profile of the PRT; and (c) generate revenue.  Authors will not be acknowledged directly for 
chapters they have written in the book but in a general listing. Two options will be explore for 
publication--retaining an agent to help shop the manuscript and shopping the manuscript ourselves.  
Members were asked to share any contacts they may have.  All submissions will be included as the 
process begins. Nevertheless, based on the feedback obtained from publishers, contributors may be 
asked to do additional work.   
 
National Involvement of PRT Members 
 
Dr. McAlpine apprised the membership of her experience with the White House Initiative for HBCUs. 14 
community colleges are eligible HBCUs. Dr. McAlpine suggested that the PRT should meet with the 
director of the White House initiative (perhaps invite Dr. Wilson to the AACC/PRT  meeting in April). 
 
Dr. Carolyn Williams recommended that the PRT membership be surveyed to identify other national 
board involvement. 
 
Research Project: Black Male CEOs in the 21st Century 
 
54 persons responded to the survey and the findings will be shared via a PRT newsletter without 
individual attribution. 
 
2011 PRT Directory 
 
The PRT will contract for the development of the directory since Dr. Ken Atwater is no longer at South 
Mountain. The primary format will be electronic. Printed copies will be limited. 
 
 
Reports 

AAMI 
Drs. Jones, Tyler and Wimbish gave written and oral reports on the progress of the project.   
At our recent PRT business meeting in Houston the following occurred: 
  
1.  A report of the MMI group was given and accepted (See attached) 
  
2.  The Convener asked Drs. Art Tyler, Jennifer Wimbish and Andrew Jones to provide a one page 
document that described the future MMI program.  The one page description was developed, presented 
at the business meeting and approved as a concept to guide the subcommittee.  (See attached) 
  
3.  Approval to move forward with a concept paper for AACC requesting that they be the centralized 
data collection site for the MMI was approved and that concept paper is to be submitted the week of 
October 25. 2010.  
  
4.  Art Tyler is taking the lead in developing a comprehensive concept paper that will be submitted 
to multiple funders that will request funds for the national MMI program.   
  
5.  A proposal for the PRT to present at the upcoming AACC meeting was submitted and accepted.  Art 
Tyler will be providing leadership for the development of the program. 



  
Next subcommittee meeting is scheduled for January, 2011. 
 

NCBAA 
Dr Carolyn Anderson presented data that indicated declining NCBAA institutional memberships. She 
asked for PRT support. NCBAA is the umbrella organization of the PRT and is the recognized and first 
AACC council. Discussion ensued over the various roles of both organizations and where they 
complemented each other, Dr. Carolyn Williams is to chair a subcommittee (Gueverra, May, Miller, 
Jackson) to identify recommendations for the NCBAA/PRT role/relationship going forward. 
 
AACC 
Drs Wimbish, Dukes, Benjamin and others discussed the need to make certain that the PRT membership 
kept active participation on the Committee of Directors for board nomination purposes. Dr. Bumphus 
and Dr. Dorsey (chair elect) will provide leadership for AACC 2011. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00. 
 

 

 

 


