God With Us
Apostle Dr. Lovelace St. John
Theme Scripture: Mathew 1:23
´“Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His
name Emmanuel,” which is translated,
“God with us.”

OVERVIEW
Ø There are many names found in scripture that have been given to our
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Ø He is the:
v Bread of life
v Captain of our salvation
v Good Shepherd
v Redeemer
Isaiah 9:6 “His name shall be called: “Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
Ø All the names of Jesus are precious because they all tell us something
special about Him.

Immanuel – God With Us
1. God Came to Be With Us
Ø The Scripture teaches us that He was God, clothed in human flesh.
Ø The baby who laid in the manger was God with us.
A. The baby that grew into a boy was God in the flesh: Luke 2: 46- 49
Ø When Jesus was only twelve and His parents could not find Him. After
searching for Him they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the
religious experts, both listening to them and asking them questions.
Ø The Bible says: “And all that heard him were astonished at his wisdom
and his answers.”
Ø When Mary and Joseph questioned Him about what He was doing,
Emmanuel replied to them – “Did you not know that I must be about my
father’s business?”

B. It was God with us when our Lord first began His public
ministry: Luke 3: 22
Ø On the day that He was baptized by John, the Bible says that the
heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit came upon Him in the form of a
dove, and a voice was heard out of heaven which said: “Thou art my
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.”
C. It was God with us when Jesus went to cross
Ø Philippians 2: 6 - 8 states; “Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross.”

2. God Was With Us, Even Before The Bethlehem Manger
Ø Ephesians 1:3-4; “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”
A. God chose us ‘in Christ’ before the foundation of the world
Ø Genesis 1:1; “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”
Ø How far back ‘in the beginning’ actually, no one knows.
Ø We don’t know when God created the heaven and the earth, but we
do know that before He created the world or made the first man and
woman, He already had a plan for how He was going to save us from
our sins. God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world.

B. God Chose Us
Ø Exactly what does it mean that ‘God chose us?’ This has been a
mystery to many down through the centuries of Christianity. Some
believe that God chose who would be saved and who wouldn’t. This
is sometimes referred to as ‘election’ or ‘predestination.’
Ø Not only did God chose the who of salvation, but He shows the how
of salvation.
The WHO
Ø Did God choose ‘the who’ of salvation? Yes, He did!
Ø Luke 2: 10; “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.”
Ø 2 Peter 3: 9; “God is not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.”
Ø You are the ‘Who’ – God chose you!

The WHO (cont’d)
Ø John 3: 16; “For God so loved the world, that whosoever believeth in
Him.”
Ø The who includes ‘all people.’ It includes whosoever will, even the
lowliest.
Ø To the common, ordinary shepherds.
Ø Luke 2: 11; “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
Ø God’s choice for His Son to be born in a stable tells us that God is
offering salvation to ‘whosoever will.’
Ø The Bible closes with these words: Revelation 22: 17; “Whosoever
will, let him take the water of life freely.”

The HOW
Ø Ephesians 1:4; “According as he hath chosen us in him…”
Ø God chose the:
v When Jesus Would Be Born - in harmony with His perfect timetable Galatians 4:4
v How Jesus Would Be Born - through the womb of a virgin - Isaiah
7:14; Mathew 1:23
v Where Jesus Would Be Born - in a village called Bethlehem - Micah
5:2; Mathew 2:6
v Why Jesus Would Be Born - to be the Savior of the world - Luke 2:11

3. We Must Choose Him
Ø John 3:16; “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”
Ø God chose for the world to be saved through the death of His Son.
Ø But in order to be saved, the world must choose Him.
Ø John 1:12; “But as many as received him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.”
Ø This choosing is meant for everyone: for pastors, lay leaders, fathers,
mothers, sons and daughters.
Ø It is a lifelong commitment, in private and in public.
Ø But it will be one of the greatest rewards for us.

Conclusion
Ø God came to be with us, but in truth – He has always been with us.
Ø We were in the heart and mind of God, even before He created the
world.
Ø Best of all, God will always be with us. We read from the final
chapters of the book of Revelation:
v “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God (Revelation 21:3).”

