
FIGURES OF HOLY WEEK 

 
Many times, I view the Gospels as a collection of portraits of different people.  If 

you look closely at these “portraits” you can often see yourself!  As you know, a 

very common hymn that is sung on Palm Sunday and Good Friday is WERE YOU 

THERE WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD.  If you look carefully, you were 

there!  You were there in the portraits of the various people associated with the 

Passion of Jesus.  Over the next week, we will explore the various people present 

during the Passion of Jesus.  See if you can find yourself! 

 

PONTIUS PILATE 

 

Were you there in the person of Pontius Pilate?  Pilate was the governor of Judea.  

It wasn’t the most prestigious of positions, but it still was a position of power.   

 

Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent; Pilate knew that it was out of jealousy that the 

leaders brought Jesus to him; Pilate knew he had the power to release Jesus.   

 

But Pilate did not do the right thing.  Pilate did the easy, expedient thing.  Being a 

righteous person means that you do the right things simply because it is the right 

thing to do, not because you fear getting caught, not because you expect to be 

rewarded.  You do the right things because it is the right thing to do! 

 

Thankfully, history is filled with people who did not act like Pontius Pilate.  

History is filled with people who did the right thing, regardless of the cost.  From 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who endured prison and attack dogs to help achieve 

racial equality to St. Sir Thomas More who was executed by King Henry VIII 

because he refused to violate his conscience to the prophets of the Old Testament 

who all were persecuted because they spoke God’s word. 

   

How about us?  Am I a righteous person?  Am I willing to do the right things, 

especially when it is the difficult thing to do?  Have I stood by and done nothing 

when I could have spoken up and did the right thing?  Have I washed my hands of 

a situation, saying it is not my fault, not my decision?   

 

Were you there in the person of Pontius Pilate? 


