
There is a story about a man named Johnny who was a very wealthy man who 

lived in the South Pacific.  He wanted to marry a young woman in the village.  She 

was not pretty, hair matted down and she rarely looked up at anyone.  She had 

been treated much like a slave by her family. 

 

It was the custom at that time that when a woman was to be married that the 

husband-to-be would pay a dowry.  Johnny approached the father of the woman to 

ask for her hand in marriage.  The father thought, “My daughter is not pretty at all 

but I must ask for 2 cows as a dowry.”  When the time came to speak about the 

dowry, Johnny said, “I would like to give you 10 cows for a dowry.”  The father 

was elated and quickly agreed. 

 

Johnny and the girl were married and went on a honeymoon.  Just before they left 

for the honeymoon, Johnny went to a silversmith and asked that the silversmith 

make a beautiful silver mirror for his wife.  He would pick it up when they 

returned from the honeymoon.  The silversmith said he would have it ready but he 

said, “Johnny, I don’t know why you want a mirror for her; she is ugly.  And you 

are the laughingstock of the whole island.  Nobody can believe that you gave 10 

cows as a dowry.”  Johnny simply said, “Just have it ready in time.”  Two weeks 

later, Johnny returned and went to the silversmith.  The silversmith said, “I just 

have to polish your mirror, but I still don’t know why you want to give her a 

mirror; she is so ugly.” 

 

Johnny simply said, “Bring the mirror to my house this evening.”  That evening the 

silversmith brought the silver mirror to the house and knocked on the door.  When 

the door opened, a beautiful woman answered the door – it was the wife of Johnny! 

Johnny then appeared and said to the silversmith, “When you treat a person like a 

10-cow person, they become a 10-cow person”. 

 

Think about the 1st ROCKY movie.  In the beginning of the movie, Talia Shire was 

a mousy, frumpy woman, not very pretty at all.  But Rocky loved her and by the 

end of the movie, she was beautiful – all because of the love of Rocky. 

 

God always sees us as a 10-cow person, even when we don’t see ourselves as a 10-

cow person, even when we don’t act as a 10-cow person.  Always remember that 

God made you to be a 10-cow person. 

 

But the story challenges us as well.  Our challenge is for each one of us to treat 

others as a 10-cow person – and that’s no bull! 

 

 

 


