
FIGURES OF HOLY WEEK 

 
Many times, I view the Gospels as a collection of portraits of different people.  If 

you look closely at these “portraits” you can often see yourself!  As you know, a 

very common hymn that is sung on Palm Sunday and Good Friday is WERE YOU 

THERE WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD.  If you look carefully, you were 

there!  You were there in the portraits of the various people associated with the 

Passion of Jesus.  Over the next week, we will explore the various people present 

during the Passion of Jesus.  See if you can find yourself! 

 

SIMON OF CYRENE 
 

Were you there in the person of Simon of Cyrene?  Cyrene was a coastal city in 

modern Libya.  Simon of Cyrene didn’t necessarily know Jesus; as the Scriptures 

note, Simon was a “passer-by”.   

 

He was minding his own business, maybe coming “from the countryside” into 

Jerusalem to buy some food or to visit some relatives for the Passover celebration. 

A devout Jew always wanted to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem, at least once 

in their lifetime. Even today, at the end of the Passover, the people pray, “Next 

year, in Jerusalem”. 

 

So, Simon was not a follower of Jesus.  He was pressed into service by the 

Romans; Simon was forced by the soldiers to carry the cross.  Simon was not a 

disciple or follower of Jesus at all. 

 

But Simon became a believer.  In St. Mark’s Gospel, St. Mark notes that he was 

the father of Rufus and Alexander.  That meant that early Christian community had 

to have known his children and Simon himself.  By experiencing Christ’s Passion, 

Simon became a believer. 

 

How about ourselves?  Are we sometimes like Simon of Cyrene?  Are we like 

Simon who only begrudgingly helped Jesus?  Or, like Simon, are we open to 

become a true believer and not just a bystander?  Can we be transformed by the 

experience of Christ’s Passion and Death?  Rather than being a bystander and just 

go through the motions in our relationship with Christ, can we, rather, allow 

Christ’s Passion and Death to touch our heart and transform us? 

 

Were you there in the person of Simon of Cyrene? 


