
FIGURES OF HOLY WEEK 

 

Many times, I view the Gospels as a collection of portraits of different people.  If 

you look closely at these “portraits” you can often see yourself!  As you know, a 

very common hymn that is sung on Palm Sunday and Good Friday is WERE YOU 

THERE WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD.  If you look carefully, you were 

there!  You were there in the portraits of the various people associated with the 

Passion of Jesus.  Over the next week, we will explore the various people present 

during the Passion of Jesus.  See if you can find yourself! 

 

MARY MAGDALENE 

 

Were you there in the person of Mary Magdalene?  Mary Magdalene was a Jewish 

woman who, according to all the four canonical gospels, traveled with Jesus as one 

of his followers.  Most importantly, she was a witness to his Passion, burial, and, 

above all, his resurrection.  She is mentioned by name 12 times in the gospels, more 

than most of the apostles and more than any other woman in the Gospels, except for 

Mary, the mother of Jesus.  It is believed that she came from the town of Magdala, a 

fishing town on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  More than likely, she was a wealthy 

woman who was able to support the ministry of Jesus. 

 

Mary was touched by Christ early on and she remained faithful throughout the 

ministry of Jesus.  In the good times and in the difficult times, Mary of Magdala 

remained faithful, even at the foot of the cross.  It was to Mary – not the apostles – 

that Jesus first appeared. 

 

For some of us, maybe we can see ourselves in Mary of Magdala.  We are faithful; 

we have always been faithful.  Some of us have had terrible, painful things happen 

to us – and yet we have not wavered in our faith in Jesus.  Whether we are 

witnessing the raising of Lazarus from the death or watching Christ die a horrible 

death on the cross:  we remain faithful!  We simply and faithfully walk with Christ 

every day, through the rain and through the sunshine. 

 

Were you there in the person of Mary Magdalene? 
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