
Dear Parishioners: 

 

Since today is APRIL FOOLS’ Day, I thought I’d give you a little cultural panorama of 

the day. 

 

United Kingdom 

In the UK, an April Fool prank is sometimes later revealed by shouting "April Fool!" at 

the recipient, who becomes the April Fool.  However, in the UK, and in countries whose 

traditions derived from the UK, the joking ceased at midday. This continues to be the 

current practice, with the custom ceasing at noon, after which time it is no longer 

acceptable to play pranks. Thus a person playing a prank after midday is considered the 

"April Fool" themselves. So, get up early if you live in England!! In England a "fool" is 

known by different names around the country, including a "noodle", "gob", "gobby" or 

"noddy". 

 

Ireland 

In Ireland, it was traditional to entrust the victim with an "important letter" to be given to 

a named person. That person would read the letter, then ask the victim to take it to 

someone else, and so on. The letter when opened contained the words "send the fool 

further". 

 

Prima aprilis in Poland 

In Poland, prima aprilis ("1 April" in Latin) as a day of pranks is a centuries-long 

tradition. It is a day when many pranks are played: hoaxes – sometimes very 

sophisticated – are prepared by people, media (which often cooperate to make the 

"information" more credible) and even public institutions. Serious activities are usually 

avoided, and generally every word said on April 1 can be untrue. The conviction for this 

is so strong that the Polish anti-Turkish alliance with Leopold I signed on April 1, 1683, 

was backdated to March 31. However, for some in Poland, prima aprilis ends at noon of 

April 1, and prima aprilis jokes after that hour are considered inappropriate and not 

classy. As we read above, this is similar to England. 

 

Nordic countries 

Danes, Finns, Icelanders, Norwegians and Swedes celebrate April Fools' Day 

(aprilsnar in Danish; aprillipäivä in Finnish; aprilskämt in Swedish). Most news media 

outlets will publish exactly one false story on April 1; for newspapers this will typically 

be a first-page article but not the top headline. I guess this gives “fake news” a new 

meaning!! 

 



April fish 

In Italy, France, Belgium and French-speaking areas of Switzerland and Canada, the 

April 1 tradition is often known as "April fish" (poisson d'avril in French, april vis in 

Dutch or pesce d'aprile in Italian). This includes attempting to attach a paper fish to the 

victim's back without being noticed. Such fish feature is prominently present on many 

late 19th- to early 20th-century French April Fools' Day postcards. Many newspapers 

also spread a false story on April Fish Day, and a subtle reference to a fish is sometimes 

given as a clue to the fact that it is an April Fools' prank. 

 

First of April in Ukraine 

April Fools' Day is widely celebrated in Odessa and has special local name Humorina. 

For the first time this holiday arose in 1973. The April Fool prank is revealed by saying 

"Первое Апреля, никому не верю" (which means "April First, trust nobody") at the 

recipient. The festival includes a large parade in the city center, free concerts, street fairs 

and performances. Festival participants dress up in a variety of costumes and walk around 

the city fooling around and pranks with passersby. One of the traditions on fool's day is to 

dress up the main city monument in funny clothes. Humorina even has its own logo - a 

cheerful sailor in life ring.  During the festival, special souvenirs with a logo are printed 

and sold everywhere. Since 2010, April Fools' Day celebrations include an International 

Clown Festival and both celebrated as one. 

 

Fr. Brian 
 


