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First Sunday of Lent 

Our Lady of Lourdes · February 17, 2013 

“You shall bow down in 

God’s presence.” 

Deuteronomy 26:10 
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Daily Mass 
8 AM  

 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday: 5 PM  

Sunday: 8 AM, 9:30 AM,  

11 AM, 12:30 PM and  6 PM 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4 PM - 4:45 PM 

 

Rosary 
Daily after 8 AM Mass 

 

Miraculous Medal Novena 
Monday after 8 AM Mass 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Throughout the liturgical year.  

 If needed sooner, please call the  

Parish Office. 

 

Baptism 
Please contact the Parish Office  

to schedule an appointment. 

 

Marriage 
Arranged at least six months in ad-

vance, please call the Parish Office. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults(RCIA) A process to be em-

braced by the Catholic Church. For 

non-Catholics and for Catholics who 

have never received formal religious 

education. If interested, please call 

the Parish Office. 

Welcome to our Parish Family! 
 New Parishioners are cordially invited to register as 

 members of our parish family.   

   Please call or visit our Parish Office.  

Mission Statement  
As stewards of all that God has given us, the Parish Family 

of Our Lady of Lourdes serves and ministers to all who come 

to this place.  Regardless of a person’s history, ethnicity, 

gender, orientation, age or race, we commit ourselves to open 

wide the doors of our Parish to provide  a place of welcome 

and hospitality. 

Vision... 
so that all may know that they are a vital part of the Body of 

Christ, we further recommit and challenge ourselves to... 

 

Live out our Baptismal call passionately by caring for all 

 of God’s people with justice. 

 

Grow in an understanding of God’s role in each of  our lives. 

 

Respond to the Gospel in a radical way, inviting and inspiring 

all to form the Kingdom of God in every moment of life. 

 

Acknowledge we are not complete without the willingness to grow, 

discern and discover the Spirit who moves and guides us. 
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Pastoral Team 
Msgr. Brian McNamara 

Pastor 

Rev. Patsy Amabile 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Robert Scheckenback 

Associate Pastor 

Deacon John DeGuardi 

Deacon Tom Lucie 

Deacon Jack Meehan 

Coordinator of Stewardship 

Deacon John Teufel 

Sr. Nancy Campkin 

Director of Religious Education  

Trish Frodell 

Director of Parish Social Ministry 

Louise Jane Krol 

School Principal 

Sr. Diane Liona 

Director of Religious Education  

Mary McMahon 

Business Manager 

Robin Reynolds-Brennan 

Coordinator of Worship 

OLL Choir Director 

Vita Scorcia 

Ministry Spiritual Director 

Pastoral Council 
Msgr. Brian McNamara 

Eileen Rega 

Diane Ackerly 

Stacie Baltrusitis 

Mary Borgs 

Lisa Cantalino 

Sonia DaSilva 

Nilo DeLeon 

Jerry Esposito 

Trish Frodell 

Rosalie Mangels 

Maryellen McKee 

Deacon Jack Meehan 

John Muldoon 

Bob Natale 

Vita Scorcia 

Parish Staff 
AnnMarie Buonaspina 

Director of Youth Choirs 

Michael Buonaspina 

Parish Organist 

Jennifer Gallagher 

Women’s Chorale Director 

Anne Gregg 

School Office 

Mary Anne Lettieri 

Parish Office 

Debbie Meyer 

Bulletin Editor/Business Office 

Rita Spera 

Religious Education Office 

Lori Walsh 

Parish Office 

 

Parish Office  

661.3224, option 1 

Monday-Thursday 

9 AM - 7:30 PM 

Friday: 9 AM - 5 PM  

Saturday: 9 AM - 3 PM  

Sunday: 9 AM - 2 PM 

email: ParishOffice@ollchurch.org 

fax: 661.7143 

website: www.ollchurch.org 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes School  
587.7200, option 2 

Monday-Friday 

9 AM - 3 PM 

email: lkrol@ollschool.org 

 

Religious Education Office  
661.5440, option 3 

Monday-Friday 

9 AM - Noon  

1 PM - 5 PM 

7 PM - 9 PM 

email: ReligiousEd@ollchurch.org 

 

Parish Outreach Office 
661.9262, option 4 

Monday- Friday 

9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

 

S.A.G.E. 

661.3224, ext. 122 

(Senior Advocates for Growth  

and Enrichment) 
email: Sage@ollchurch.org 



 

4 OLL-#439  

New Evangelization 
Don’t forget our new CD program.  At the doors of the church, there are 

various CD’s available to help us grow spiritually and intellectually in 

our faith.  They only cost $3.  As Lent approaches, why not make it a 

Lenten promise to listen to 1 CD per week during Lent. 

Monday Mornings in Lent 
Mondays - February 18, 25 March 4, 11, 18 and 25 

8:45AM 

Parish Center 

Please join us as we gather in the Parish Center for reflection with our Priests and Deacons. 

Enjoy coffee and bagels with some time for discussion. 

(If you would like… .. come to 8AM Mass and then join us at 8:45AM) 

OLL Parish Lenten Mission 
Our Parish Lenten Mission will be conducted by Sr. Pat Duffy., O.P.   The Mission will 

be held from Monday evening March 4 to Thursday evening, March 7at 7:30 PM each 

evening in the Church. 

We invite everyone to come for all or part of the Parish Mission.  Bring a friend, bring 

one of your adult children.  Be a good ambassador; spread the word! 

Stations of the Cross 
We remember the road to Jesus’ death and link his journey to 

our own as we pray the Stations of the Cross in Church.  

Come and pray with us… 

Each Friday during Lent—1 PM and 7 PM 

Mass during Lent 
For Lent, we will be having an additional daily Mass at 

12:10 PM, Monday through Friday. 

40 Day Food Fasting 
The Knights of Columbus, Bishop McGann Council #564, will be sponsoring a food drive 

during Lent.  The council has decided to collect food in the form of “fasting” for 40 days.  

The fast will begin on Ash Wednesday and end on Easter Sunday.   

During the fast, each participant will set aside one non-perishable food item every day and 

put it in a specific location in their home.   

These items can periodically be dropped off at OLL Parish Outreach or to the K of C Coun-

cil at 1341 5th Ave, Bay Shore.  Together, we CAN make a difference. 
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Don’t Forget Your Baby Bottle! 

This weekend, February 16/17, Our Lady of Lourdes will be hosting a Baby Bottle Fundrais-

er to benefit The Life Center of Long Island. The Life Center is a crisis pregnancy center that 

counsels women and men who are experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. They provide ma-

ternity housing, medical care, referrals, cribs, car seats, diapers and ALL other baby items 

that are needed.  We are asking that you pick up a baby bottle and fill it with your change.  

Most importantly, we are asking you to recite the prayer on the bottle.    

The prayer attached to the bottle will enable the counselors at The Life Center to say just the 

right words a mother or father may need to hear.  It especially opens a mother’s heart to ac-

cept the truth.  We believe these prayers lead abortion-minded women to call The Life Cen-

ter in the first place. 

Let us pray with our whole heart for the lives of our unborn children. 

Taize…Prayer Around the Cross 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF PRAYER … 

Tuesday, February 19 

7:00 PM 

Parish Center 

LOOKING FOR ANOTHER WAY TO PRAY? 

Taize is a form of worship that provides some time in our busy lives 

where we can stop and focus on the love of God.   

Together we will share simple chants and prayers that will help guide 

us as we bring our concerns and hopes to the Lord. 

Join us for this prayerful experience during this Lenten Season 

TAIZE … AND THE SAN DAMIANO CROSS 
The original San Damiano Cross, fashioned about the year 1100, hangs in Santa Chiara 

Church in Assisi.  This was the cross through which St. Francis of Assisi received his com-

mission from Christ: “Rebuild my Church.”  All Franciscans cherish the San Damiano Cross 

as the symbol of their mission from God to renew and rebuild the Church in the power of 

God. 

2013 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Serving God by Serving Others 

Almsgiving In Lent 
During the Lenten Season we are asked to pray, fast and 

give alms. Please pray for those in need--whether it is for 

their material, emotional or spiritual need. 

While you practice fasting and abstinence during these  

forty days, please remember those who are hungry on  

Long Island and consider sharing your gifts with them. 

One way to do this is by making a gift to the Catholic Ministries Appeal, which supports 

programs that help to feed seniors and families in need in our community.  

For more information about the Catholic Ministries Appeal, please visit 

www.CatholicMinistriesAppeal.org or call 516-379-5210 ext. 2. There are also materials 

available at the back of the Parish for you to review. 

“What you do to the least of my brethren, you do unto me.” Mt. 25.35,40 

http://www.catholicministriesappeal.org/
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Good Samaritan Prayer Group of L.I. 
The Good Samaritan Prayer Group of Long Island holds their     

meetings every Friday (except the first Friday of the month) at   

OLL School in Room 16 from 8 PM until 10 PM.   

All are welcome to experience singing, praying and fellowship 

each evening. 

Prayer for Divine Mercy 
An invitation to all men and women to be part of God’s plan.  We invite you to meet in prayer 

for the world and our nation to put their trust in God.   

Our hope is that the nations will have a new spirit of morality.  Please come with your love 

and hope for humanity as well as your prayer requests.   

We gather together every Thursday at 1:30 PM before the Blessed Sacrament for about one 

half hour.  For more information, call Charles Argento at 586.8528. 

Support Groups 
Alcoholics Anonymous: Monday and Tuesday at 8 PM and Saturday at  

2 PM and 7 PM in Lourdes Hall (convent lower level.) 

ALANON: Wednesday at 10 AM in Lourdes Hall (convent lower level.) 

Free babysitting available             Beginner’s meeting at 9:30 AM. 

AA Day-by-Day/Girls Night Out: Thursday at 7:30 PM in Lourdes Hall 
(convent lower level.) 

Special Keys 
New Religious Education Kindergarten program! 

We started this program last year and have expanded it so that we have a session each month:

  

  March 15, April 19, and May 17. 

 

We meet in the Church at 4:30 PM on Friday and the program lasts about 40 minutes.  Come 

and see what wonderful opportunities for your kindergarten children to learn about their faith!  

Email to register at sdiane@ollchurch.org 

Always Our Children 
Always Our Children Ministry for gay Catholics, their parents, and families.  Come meet 

with us and recognize where God is present in our lives.  We meet the last Thursday of each 

month at 7:30 PM in the Spiritual Life Center.  Our next meeting will be February 28. 

For more information,  please call Stacie at 631.661.4254. 
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Now Registering for 2013-2014 
Call for a Private Tour of our Parish School 

An academically enriched learning environment in the 

Catholic school tradition... 

Visit our school web site at: www.ollschool.org  

for more information about our  

exciting programs! 

Call the Main Office at  

631-587-7200 ext 100 if you have questions. 

PROGRAMS:  “Someone Special & Me,” 

Nursery, Pre-Kindergarten,  

Kindergarten (full day), Grades 1-8 

Extended Care, After School Enrichment 

44 Toomey Road, West Islip, NY  11795 

Our students benefit from a values-based  

education that includes access to: 

 Daily Prayer and Religious Instruction 

 Extensive Music, Dance and Theatrical Arts 

Program 

 Enrichment Clubs 

 Spanish Language Instruction 

 Sports Programs 

 Before and After School Care Program 
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Hi, Fr. Bob here. 

 

  Fr. Brian graciously invited me to share this space occasionally so that I, too, can offer my 

perspective on the activities and life of our Parish (won’t he be surprised when it becomes 

nothing more than a “What I did on my summer vacation” blog entry).   

   

As you probably already know from my preaching, I’m quite enamored by the season of Lent.  

I love the symbolism, the imagery, the atmosphere and the practices.  I often find, in my life, 

the inability to stay disciplined in any arena for very long.  There is something more accessible 

about a set period of time, with spelled out practices, which I don’t have to think about very 

much. I need the yearly reminder of Lent that people can change; God can transform us if we 

let Him, and dying truly does lead to rising. 

  

  I find this Parish particularly helpful in its many offerings for the Season.  Along with my 

brother Priests and Deacons, I look forward to sharing a Lenten reflection in the Parish center 

on Monday mornings after the 8 O’clock Liturgy.  I also always receive so much from our 

Parish Lenten Missions (This year’s Mission is not to be missed, Sr. Pat Duffy is a wonderful 

Retreat Master, and we’re lucky and blest to have her).  Along with many Parish opportunities 

to pray the Stations of the Cross, I always have the pleasure of sharing that particular prayer 

form with the younger students of our Religious Education program.  It always amazes me 

how open they are to mysterious and spiritual realities, like little sponges (plus, they’re just a 

riot too).  They even sing in between the Stations (can’t even get the grown-ups to do that).   

    

If I may go off the Lenten topic for a moment, seems like an appropriate time to mention how 

grateful I am for being so involved with the Religious Education program (not that I could 

have said “no” to S. Diane or S. Nancy anyway), a topic I will most likely revisit in subse-

quent letters (after I share my trip to a life-sized replica of Stonehenge made out of industrial 

foam, called:  FOAMHENGE, told you it would be a vacation blog). 

   

 Back to Lent…40 days of no chocolate and I’m a new man!  Please avail yourself to the many 

ways we have in the Parish to augment our Faith during this Holy Season.   

    

All kidding aside about the “travel blog”, as you are reading this I will be on my way to a pri-

vate Retreat that I take every year (we are actually required to go on a retreat for 5 days each 

year).  I’m heading to a Trappist Monastery in South Carolina called Mepkin Abbey 

(mepkinabbey.org).  It is a community of men living the Monastic tradition of St. Benedict 

(Benedictines) as reformed into the Cistercian order at the Monastery in LaTrappe, France, 

coming to be known as Trappist (this particular Community is an offshoot of the one Thomas 

Merton belonged to in Gethsemani, Kentucky).  I mention it because it has become dear to me, 

and also so I could ask you to keep me in your prayers while I am there. The “kicker” is:  they 

don’t talk AND they’re vegetarians (and “no”, I don’t die).  I do, however, go right to Hardees 

after I leave their property.  Peace, and may your Lent be filled with surprises from God.     

       

 

 

          Fr. Bob 
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 Remembering… 
Monday,  February 18 

  8:00  AM Margaret Homann 

12:10  PM Jean Steinineger 

 

Tuesday, February 19 

  8:00  AM Joseph Scollan 

12:10  PM Mary Faith & Mary Hope 

 

Wednesday, February 20 

  8:00  AM Ramona Centaurro 

12:10  PM John McManus 

 

Thursday, February 21 

Saint Peter Damian, bishop and doctor of the  Church 

  8:00  AM Frances Torina 

12:10  PM Constance Chiaino 

 

Friday, February 22 

Saint Peter the Apostle 

  8:00  AM David McCarthy 

12:10  PM Isa Borda 

 

Saturday, February 23 

  8:00  AM Eugene Alessi, Sister Margaret Gay 
 

  5:00  PM Cornelius J. Guider 

   Fr. Patsy Amabile  

 

Sunday, February 24 

  8:00  AM John Lovari 

   Fr. Brian McNamara 

 

  9:30  AM Gerard Ambrosino 

   Fr. Brian McNamara 

 

11:00  AM Robert Beck 

   Fr. Patsy Amabile 

 

12:30  PM John Hartz 

   Fr. Patsy Amabile 

  

  6:00  PM People of the Parish, Joseph Votto, Pamela Orefice,  

  Mary Ellen Trodden, Angelina Desmond,  

  Mary Polito, Vera Vieni 

   Fr. Brian McNamara 

M
ass In

ten
tio

n
s 

Baptism       

Juliana Mary Lapreziosa  

 Paul & Laura 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, February 18 
in observance of President’s Day. The Parish Office will  

re-open at 9 AM on Tuesday, February 19. 
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LENTEN SPIRITUAL  
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Monday, February 18   Lenten Reflection  
8:30am in the Parish Center   Breakfast and Lenten reflection  
         led by Deacon Jack  
 

Tuesday, February 19    Taize Prayer Service 
7:00pm in the PARISH CENTER  Join us for a hour of quiet meditation & song 
  
Friday, February 22                                  Stations of the Cross 
1:00pm & 7:00pm in the CHURCH                   Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus  
 
Monday, February 25                              Lenten Reflection 
8:30am in the Parish Center                              Breakfast and Lenten reflection  
  led by Deacon John  

 
Friday, March 1                                        Stations of the Cross 
1:00 pm & 7:00pm in the CHURCH               Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus 
 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 4 – THURSDAY, MARCH 7  PARISH MISSION 
7:30pm in the CHURCH                      Join with us as Sr. Pat Duffy, O.P.  

                                                     helps us to draw closer to Christ 
 
 
Monday, March 4                                    Lenten Reflection 
8:30am in the Parish Center                             Breakfast and Lenten reflection  
  led by Deacon Tom  
 

Friday, March 8                                        Stations of the Cross   

1:00pm & 7:00pm in the CHURCH                  Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus 
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LENTEN SPIRITUAL  
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Monday, March 11 Lenten Reflection 
8:30am in the Parish Center Breakfast and Lenten reflection  
    led by Msgr. Brian  
 

Tuesday, March 12  Film:  “Romero”    
7:00pm in the PARISH CENTER See the courageous martyr- 
    Bishop of El Salvador  
 

Friday, March 15 Stations of the Cross 
1:00pm & 7:00pm in the CHURCH Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus 
 
Monday, March 18 Lenten Reflection 
8:30am in the Parish Center Breakfast and Lenten reflection  
    led by Father Bob  
 
Tuesday, March 19 Seder Meal 
7:30pm in the PARISH CENTER Join with us as we experience the Passover Meal 
 
 

Friday, March 22 Stations of the Cross 
1:00pm & 7:00pm in the CHURCH Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus 
 
Monday, March 25 Lenten Reflection 
8:30am in the Parish Center Breakfast and Lenten reflection  
    led by Father Pat 
 

3:00pm – 9:00pm in the CHURCH Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 
              Priests will be available throughout this time. 

Tuesday, March 26                                 Film:  “Jesus of Nazareth”   
7:00pm in the PARISH CENTER                        Experience the Passion and Death of Jesus 
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Readings for the Week of February 17, 2013 
 

Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12 

Friday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 

Next Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17--4:1  

  or 3:20--4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 

1st Sunday of Lent 

 

 In negotiating with Shylock for a loan of three thousand ducats in Shakespeare's 

play, The Merchant of Venice, the merchant Antonio turns to his friend Bassanio and says, 

"Mark you this, Bassanio, / The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose" (Act 1, Scene 3). 

Antonio's intent is to show that, while Shylock is a smooth talker, his words possess an un-

derlying evil intent. As the play unfolds, this becomes clearer when Shylock demands the 

penalty for Antonio's default on the debt: a pound of his flesh. We all know the clever man-

ner in which Antonio is freed from the bond of his payment. 

 The words Shakespeare puts on Antonio's lips owe much to today's Gospel. The first 

popular English translation of the Bible was published just some sixty years before The 

Merchant of Venice was written, and so a version of the text we hear from Luke this Sun-

day was still relatively new to people's ears. When Jesus quotes Scripture to the devil in the 

temptation scene, the devil himself takes up the challenge and quotes it back in a kind of tit 

for tat. "The devil can cite Scripture for his own purpose." 

 As we enter into Lent, those words might serve as a reminder to us to be rigorous 

about the examination we undertake of ourselves during these forty days. If the devil can 

turn good to his own evil ends, how easy can it be for us to let evil and wickedness creep 

into our lives? But the goodness of God is stronger than any darkness that may lurk in our 

hearts. To cast out that darkness, we must bring it into the light and acknowledge that we 

sin. Whether our sinfulness is grave, or merely miniscule, this Lent is the time for us to turn 

back to God with all our hearts. We cannot let ourselves be fooled. Goodness alone is what 

we seek.       ©2012 Liturgical Publications Inc 
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Pray for Our Sick 
Please remember to keep in your thoughts and prayers … 
Salvatore Albanese, Baby Patrick Anthony, Joseph Badala, Jr., James Bianco,  

Jennifer Bonamico, Dorothy Bosshammer, Joe Bucci, Rebecca Ann Budriss,  

Leonora Campolo, Neil Coogan, Beverly DeCanio, Jeanne DellaRagione,  

Kathleen Squillanti Diamond, Frank Edwards, Franklin Edwards, Arlene Egloff,  

Eileen Eisele, William Ericksen, Betty Fallon, Jake Feldman, Joann Fiorello,  

Denise Frame, Elizabeth Fredriksen, Billy Fuchs, Donna Galindez, Sally Garone,  

Kenneth Garretson, Domenica Garzillo, Christopher Huckstadt, Max Iliano,  

Terry Keegan, Robyn Kerrigan, Patrick J. Lillis, John Liona, Christopher Maher,  

Anthony Marotta, Marge Marotta, Vicky Massaro, Elizabeth Minicozzi, Allen Minkler,  

John Muldoon, Patrick O’Connor, Jr., Phyllis Pasciuta,  Mary Petersen, Joseph Radosti, 

Gloria Rushton, Sanchez Family, Joseph J. Schiavoni, Joseph S. Schiavoni,  

Ann Marie Schiraldi, John Sweeney, Nancy Turano 

Altar Society 
Altar linens this week will be cared for by Pat Wissing.  

If you would like to help care for our altar needs,  

please call the Parish Office at 661.3224. 

Pastoral Care of Our Sick 
Please call the Parish Office at 661.3224 to leave the names  

of parishioners who: 

 Are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist. 

 Are in Good Samaritan Hospital and would like to be 

visited by a member of our  Pastoral Care Ministry. 

 Would like to receive the Sacrament of the Sick. 

Victorian Tea 
We are going to begin collecting any items that you would like to donate and perhaps 

re-gift for the raffle baskets for our Victorian Tea. Start your “Spring Cleaning” early 

and begin looking in your closets and nooks for any item that you would like to donate. 

Please watch the bulletin for further details. 

Save the date… 

Victorian Tea 

Sunday, April 28 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
On February 13th, the Church will enter once again into the forty days of Lent.  From Ash Wednesday 
until the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, we will follow the ancient and more recent customs of our 
Church, journeying with Christ toward Easter.  In this Year of Faith, this Lent has an added urgency 
because the faith that sets us free is often ignored, ridiculed, denied and even attacked.  Our response 
must always be to pray to God to give us the strength “to increase our faith” and so become ever 
more faithful witnesses to God’s love and His presence in a world that is becoming ever more indiffer-
ent to Him and His Son’s message of salvation. 
 
The Bishops of the United States this past November issued an Exhortation on the Sacrament of Pen-
ance and Reconciliation, God’s Gift of Forgiveness, which can be found at www.usccb.org as well as on 
our diocesan website, www.drvc.org.  It is brief and comes from our hearts. I make that message mine 
to you at the beginning of this Lent. 
 
When the Risen Christ greets the apostles in the upper room saying Peace be with You, He gives them 
the extraordinary command: Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.  As He did for them, He tells 
us bishops and priests to do for you in His name.  And that is exactly what is offered to each and every 
one of us in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.  The Church sees confession as so im-
portant that she requires that every Catholic go to Confession at least once a year.  It is important for 
us to hear this again today when too many have let the practice of Confession fall out of their lives.  In 
this Year of Faith and in this time, when Pope Benedict calls us to participate in a New Evangelization 
of our lives, our Church and our society, he also tells us that The New Evangelization…begins in the 
confessional. 
 
In our Diocese we have long had the grace-filled practice of dedicating the Monday of Holy Week to 
making priests available in the confessionals of every parish from 3:00PM to 9:00PM.  Our neighbors 
in Brooklyn and New York now join us in this.  Some years ago I wrote a letter to all of you on the Sac-
rament of Penance and Reconciliation.  I urged our priests to offer the sacrament more often than 
Saturdays before the Vigil Mass and as frequently as the priest could so that the sacrament would be 
more available for us all.  I repeat that now with an urgent prayer to God that all of us, the faithful of 
this Diocese, experience the healing and freeing merciful life of God through this supreme sacrament 
of forgiveness and renewal of life. 
 
Pope Benedict reminds us that faith and the Christian life is not a theory or a lofty idea, it is an en-
counter with a person Who gives life a new horizon and a decisive dimension.  This Lent I pray that, 
whatever our Lenten works of prayer and fasting and works of charity are, they might be purified and 
made ever more beautiful from hearts cleansed by the grace of God’s merciful love in the sacrament 
of forgiveness, His saving love poured forth into the world through the death and resurrection of His Son.  
 
       Faithfully yours in Christ, 

  
Bishop of Rockville Centre 

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord 

http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.drvc.org/
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Financial Summary 

The estimated weekly collection needed to maintain and operate    

our parish buildings, ministries, programs, and salaries is $19,000. 

 

February 10, 2013 
Weekly Collection  $    11,581.00 

Weekly Budget -$   19,000.00 

+/- for the week  $    (7,419.00) 

Members in the Military 
We ask that you pray especially for those in our parish that are on active duty in the 

Middle East conflict.  They are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...and remember those of our parish family that are in the armed services, listed in our 

Parish Book of Intentions. 

Brian Clark-US Army 

Bryan R. Dempsey-US Marines 

Jeremy deRoxas-US Air Force 

Michael Fantauzzi-US Air Force 

Christopher Florca-US Marines 

Kyle Fouhy-US Marines 

Anthony Mannino-US Marines 

James Rooney III-US Marines 

Christopher Wilson-US Marines 

Church In Need Collection 
On February 17, 2013 a collection will be taken for “The Church in Need.” The monies col-

lected at this time will be shared among three areas of the world where there is particular need 

for help: 

Church in Central and Eastern Europe - the Collection provides support for basic pastoral 

programs and makes scholarships available for students studying to serve their local church. 

These students become vital participants in the renewal of the Church in the region. 

The Church in Latin America faces many difficult challenges. Natural disasters in many 

areas caused lasting damage to the Church, while a significant loss of parishioners to migra-

tion and to other faiths, the inability to support itself financially, and a lack of priests and reli-

gious to help effectively minister to the large number of Catholics continue to trouble the region. 

The Church in Africa – the funds will go to assisting African countries where poverty, sick-

ness and political strife prevent people from living in dignity. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
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New 2013 IRA Charitable Rollover Opportunity  
The IRA charitable rollover was revived in the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012.  

What’s called a rollover is actually a “qualified charitable distribution” that can be made 

to our Parish.  

Here’s how to do it: 

1. If you are at least 70 1/2 years old on the date you make your gift 

2. If your IRA is a traditional or Roth 

3. If you don’t exceed your personal maximum of $100,000 per year in qualified charitable 

distributions 

You will not have to report your distribution as income. It will free of federal and New 

York State income tax, and it will count toward your required minimum distribution 

(RMD). 

The best way for you to start is with your IRA custodian.  Tell them you want to make a 

"qualified charitable distribution".  In most cases you will only have to fill out a simple form.  

 Your gift must go directly from your IRA to the Parish.  If you receive the money first then 

you’ll be taxed on it like any other distribution. 

 Example: Mrs. Connors, age 76, has $125,000 in a traditional IRA and would like to contrib-

ute $5,000 to our Parish. Upon hearing of the Charitable IRA Rollover opportunity, she directs 

the custodian of her IRA to transfer this amount not later than December 31, 2013 directly to 

the Parish as a 2013 gift.  She will not be subject to income tax on her $5,000 qualified charita-

ble distribution. 

 
St. Anthony’s Second Quarter Honor Roll 
Congratulations to the following students from Our Lady of Lourdes Parish for making the 

Honor Roll.  They are: Mark Barbera, Dina Bugliari, Michael Carboni, Richard Fatscher, 

Christie Finn, Meghan James, Gavin McGuire, Taryn McLees, Jillian McLees,  

Jason-Michael Saint Laurent, Lee Ann Santore, Tyler Secreto, Jake Shapiro, Maria Tobin, 

and Mark Vandenburg.  Congratulations! 

Hope House Ministries  
In honor of the Hope House Ministries Endowment Fund, we are proud to extend to you a 

very special invitation to attend The Eleventh Annual Endowment Fund Event. This excit-

ing event will be held on Thursday, March 14th from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the 

beautiful Villa Lombardi's in Holbrook, New York.  This year we are proud to be hon-

oring an outstanding honoree, Mr. Richard LoNigro of Port Jefferson Sporting Goods. For 

ticket, journal and sponsor information, please call Anne Hudlow at (540) 241-3577. 

Religion & Rock 
Tune into “Religion & Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7 AM  to 8 AM 

on WBAB 102.3 FM or 95.3  on the East End of Long Island.  Listen on Saturdays 

at 11 PM on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the Catholic Channel and  at 11 PM on  

XM Satellite, Channel 117.  Next Sunday’s theme is “Sacrifice. ”  

Pasta Dinner 
Building fundraiser for the Knights of Columbus Msgr. Cass Council of Long Beach with a 

Pasta Dinner on Sunday, February 17 at Our Lady of Grace, Fr. Shanahan Hall from 

1—5 PM.  There will be pasta, meat sauce, bread, salad, coffee, tea and soda.  The cost is $12 

per person.  Sponsored by Knights of Columbus, Our Lady of Grace Council 11968. 
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Sharing the Gospel 

Jesus was powerful, and the devil knew it. 

Jesus could have used the power he had 

selfishly, to get whatever he wanted - 

food, land to rule, or even angels to come 

running. Instead, Jesus chose to save his 

power to do what God wanted. 

Mission for the Week 

      God has given you special talents to share with others. If you     

    enjoy drawing, make a picture for someone else. If you enjoy  

 singing, sing songs that make God smile. 

Prayer 

Dear God, help me not 

to be selfish. Help me 

to be more like Jesus. 

Something to Draw 

Draw Jesus praying to 

God in the desert. 


