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From our Executive Director and President 
I am incredibly grateful to everyone who has contributed to the
success of the Annapolis Immigration Justice Network. When we
first came together in April 2017, I don’t think any of us could have
ever imagined how big our organization would grow. What started
out as concern for immigrants in our community, became a call to
action. It’s been an amazing journey to watch our organization
expand and prosper, and it’s only through the incredible dedication
and hard work of so many people. We have assisted more than 380
of our immigrant neighbors, connecting them to quality legal
counsel and case management support, and provided more than
$220,000 in legal fee assistance to families and individuals in Anne
Arundel County. Almost 60% of our immigrant neighbors who have
needed financial assistance are children. I am so thrilled to be
celebrating our 4 year anniversary, and I can’t wait to see how AIJN
grows in the future! 

Warm regards,
Suzanne Martin
Executive Director and Founder

Four years ago, I wanted to learn more. DACA, DREAMers,
immigration reform – terms and concepts I heard about but did
not fully understand. As a parent, by international adoption, of
a son who identifies as an immigrant, I needed to know more.
 

What I have learned – and continue to learn – is that
immigration is complicated. It is confusing and difficult to
navigate. Each person has their own story, many that bring a
tear to your eye and break your heart. I had no idea that an
informational meeting in April 2017 would spur a community to
action and form a network of volunteers who would support
hundreds of our neighbors to live safely, thrive and flourish in
Anne Arundel County.
 

My heart is full of gratitude to the volunteers, donors,
supporters, Board members, advocates, and our inaugural
executive director for their time, generosity, leadership, and
compassion.
 

And to our neighbors – welcome.

Monica Rausa Williams
President, Board of Directors



 Maureen Sweeney

Maureen Sweeney is a Law School Professor and the Faculty Director of the
University of Maryland Carey Law School’s Chacón Center for Immigrant Justice.
She has directed the Immigration Clinic at the law school since 2004. Before that,
she worked as a staff attorney at Catholic Charities Esperanza Center in
Baltimore and as a legal aid lawyer for migrant farmworkers. 

As a teacher and a scholar, Maureen writes and has trained lawyers and law
students in Maryland and around the country on immigration-related topics like
asylum, the immigration consequences of convictions, and the relationship
between the immigration court system and the U.S. federal courts. 

She serves as an advisor to various advocacy groups, including the National
Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild (NIPNLG), the ACLU of
Maryland, the Annapolis Immigration Justice Network, and Kids in Need of
Defense in Baltimore.
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To give a donation to AIJN

is like giving oxygen
to a family that is out of breath.

It is like giving hope 
When everything is lost.

 
It is like giving tools

to rescue a family
and unite them after

they have been so cruelly separated.
 

It is like breaking down walls, crossing barriers,
going against the current,

with the purpose of reuniting family members
who haven’t the least idea

of what to do in this kind of situation.
 

AIJN with great intelligence,
will know how to use your donation

and, believe me – they will work miracles with it!
 

And you will be blessed for showing your love and compassion
to a family that needs it so much.

-- Cris and Edi

This poem was written by a married couple forcibly separated at the U.S. southern border
more than 2 years ago. When they reunited months later with AIJN’s support, Edi met his

infant son for the first time.

 Poem by Cris and Edi



Scene: Sunday evening in a small street front shop with
attached living quarters. A single mother, Rosario, is in
her shop when two men walk in and her two children
also enter from their room. The men had appeared once
before and asked for money. She didn’t think they would
return.
“We need more money. Are those your children?”
they asked.
“Yes,” Rosario answered.
“Your son is about the right age. He can be useful
to us. You know what we can do to them if you
don’t cooperate.”

ROSARIO'S* STORY

Together with her parents, Rosario made the difficult decision to flee El Salvador with her
son. They had to cross Guatemala and Mexico to arrive at the US border. Through AIJN
Rosario received a legal consultation. Although tragic, her case didn’t meet the traditional
standards for asylum representation. Consequently, Rosario had no option but to
represent herself against a government attorney before an immigration judge. One of the
attorneys with whom we collaborate, agreed to offer background support by coaching
our volunteer case managers to counsel Rosario for the upcoming hearing. Rosario
bravely told her story in front of a federal judge without legal representation and won her
case for asylum. We are now providing financial assistance so she can retain an attorney
to help her complete paperwork necessary to be reunited with her younger daughter
who had to be left behind in El Salvador. We are hopeful that they can be reunited soon.
 

From Rosario:
"Please support AIJN. I wouldn't have reached where I am without the support of this
organization. Think of someone else in a difficult situation whose life you might be
helping."
 

*client name changed 



A NEIGHBOR'S STORY

AIJN sprang into action and learned that the Biden Administration had quietly started a new
program called “Title 42 Exceptions” to allow exceptionally vulnerable people through the border
and that HIAS, a nonprofit supporting refugees around the world, was the gateway. Within a few
hours, Kids In Need of Defense’s (KIND) managing attorney put us in touch with a Director of
HIAS. We are not sure how it happened, but we would like to believe it was our organization’s
wonderful partnership with KIND that quickly convinced HIAS to make AIJN an approved legal
service provider to make these urgent referrals.

Several days later, HIAS lawyers walked with this family across the bridge from Mexico into the
United States where they were processed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection and released
into Texas. The family walked to the local bus station to rendezvous with our other connection,
Team Brownsville, an amazing nonprofit who has helped several of our clients at the border.
Team Brownsville gave them food and connected them to a local shelter and to Miles 4
Migrants, another amazing nonprofit that helps fly asylum seekers to their final destination using
frequent flyer miles. The family arrived at Dulles Airport in June.

It took six organizations to bring them to their ultimate destination in Anne Arundel County:
KIND, Casa del Migrante, HIAS, AIJN, Team Brownsville and Miles4Migrants. AIJN celebrates the
strength and courage of people who have been forced to flee their countries of origin.

In June 2021, AIJN received the following text
message from our client:
“My family was stopped by the Mexico Gulf
Cartel. They had been given 10 minutes to give a
password that they did not have...they were told
they would kill them right there...I wish I could do
something for them...but what can I do???”

Our client’s brother, sister-in-law and 10 year old
child were kidnapped by the cartel in Mexico at
the border, and later released. The family was
extremely lucky to have been rescued by two
people who took them to a shelter, but they were
still stuck in Mexico and in grave danger.
Through the windows of the shelter, the family
could see the cartel members standing outside.

https://annapolisimmigrationjusticenetwork.createsend1.com/t/t-l-mukbn-l-j/


 As an AIJN volunteer I drive immigrant neighbors to Baltimore for ICE check-ins, to
attorney meetings, or court hearings. On one occasion, I had the immense pleasure of
witnessing when one individual, along with Suzanne Martin, was notified that he was
eligible for a “U” visa by virtue of his assisting the police in the investigation and
prosecution of the individuals who robbed him as he was delivering pizza. He was totally
unaware of this option. I transported him to meetings with his attorney, who filed the
application for him, his wife, and child for the ‘U Visa.’ 

 AIJN has provided me with powerful experiences and memories! This organization has
significantly impacted my life in ways I could never have predicted.

Patrick Fleeharty

AIJN VOLUNTEER TESTIMONIAL

I feel very fortunate to have been a part of AIJN since its inception in 2017, when my wife
and I were introduced to a family whose husband/father had been swept up in a raid by
ICE officers while on his way to work. The risk of deportation to El Salvador was very high.
At this point, he had lived and worked here for 14 years. AIJN quickly rallied to connect
him and his family to support during his detention. He eventually was deported and
ended up fleeing to the border again but this time a great lawyer at the border
represented him. He passed his ‘credible fear’ interview at the border, and was able to be
released after posting bond in Texas.   

One of the most memorable
moments in my entire life was
meeting this gentleman, with
his family and AIJN supporters
at BWI Airport in the wee hours
of the night, to welcome him
back to Maryland, after 8
grueling months! 



Letter from Deborah Ninan, Esq.

It is with great pleasure that Ninan + Vibriesca
Law, LLC, extends its congratulations to
Annapolis Immigration Justice Network (AIJN)
on its 4th anniversary. We began partnering
with AIJN in 2018 to provide legal advice and
representation to immigrants in Anne Arundel
County. 

Throughout this partnership, we have
witnessed the invaluable service AIJN provides
immigrant families and individuals, many of
whom arrive in the U.S. without the support of
family and friends, and without access to
information about their legal rights and
options. AIJN offers case management support,
transportation, translation services, and legal
fee assistance to connect clients to
experienced immigration attorneys. 

Some of these immigrants are in removal or deportation proceedings and must seek relief
before an Immigration Judge in order to remain in the U.S. legally. These immigrants have
no right to counsel, and without the help of an attorney, the chances of successfully
seeking relief from deportation rapidly decrease. 
 

Through AIJN’s direct financial assistance, our firm has been able to represent at least 26
adults and children. We continue to witness how our clients have thrived with the help of
AIJN to adjust to a new life here in the United States, and to gain the knowledge and power
they need to make empowered decisions for themselves and their families. We are thrilled
to celebrate this anniversary with AIJN and wish for many more years of success serving
our community.

 
Deborah Ninan, Esq.



AIJN HIGHLIGHTS

We have provided services to over 388 county residents.

136 county neighbors, including 76 children, connected to legal representation for their
immigration cases. 

Almost $220,000 granted by our Legal Fund to help clients pay attorney fees.

Provided transportation and logistical support for over 350 client trips to federal
immigration court, I.C.E. and ankle monitor checks, and legal appointments.

29 clients have received employment authorization permits enabling them to support
themselves and their families. 

12 people in government custody at the border reunited with their families.

11 youth clients received Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) predicate orders in Circuit
Court. SIJS is a pathway to eventual citizenship.

4 client families, including 7 children, granted asylum in federal immigration court.

Established in 2017, Annapolis Immigration Justice Network (AIJN) is a volunteer-
supported organization providing residents of Anne Arundel County case
management support and connections to legal representation and other
resources to assist with their immigration cases. We are driven by the
fundamental right to due process for our immigrant neighbors. Quality legal
counsel prevents family separation and deportation in underserved communities
and provides a true opportunity to seek a pathway to citizenship in the United
States. Our programs help improve not only the well-being of our immigrant
neighbors but also of our entire county by promoting family preservation and
security from deportation.
 

 

Support and learn more at www.aijnetwork.org.

Mission: Walk alongside and support our neighbors as they
navigate the immigration process. 

Vision: Empowered, unified families and individuals living 
safely in our community. 



How your contributions help immigrant families 
remain safe and unified:

$50 gift could support the case management needs of a family with court
filings and administrative services including critical translation needs,
scheduling, and connections to community resources.

$100 gift could supply roundtrip transportation to Baltimore for a family’s
federal immigration court hearing, ICE check-in or legal consultation.

$500 gift could help a mother pay the filing fee for her employment
authorization or green card application.

$1,000 gift could fund ten attorney consultations for individuals seeking
counsel on pathways to legal relief from deportation.

$2,000 gift could provide legal representation fee assistance for a family
seeking asylum or a child pursuing a visa for abused, neglected, and
abandoned children.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annapolis Immigration Justice Network is a 501(c)(3). Federal Tax ID 83-2499061.
A copy of the current financial statement is available by writing to Suzanne Martin, AIJN, 1125 West Street,

Suite 623, Annapolis MD 21401 or by calling (717) 584-4860. 
Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Solicitations Act are also available, for the cost of
postage and copies, from the Maryland Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis MD 21401, (410) 974-5534.

 

IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT

If you would like to make a gift to AIJN, please
visit our website at https://www.aijnetwork.org/

or send your check made payable to:
Annapolis Immigration Justice Network (AIJN)

1125 West Street, Suite 623
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

https://www.aijnetwork.org/


























THANK YOU!!
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