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Dear Sisters in 
Christ,

I am so excited 
about this very special 
issue of The Well. Last 
summer, Director at Large (and MCCW 
historian extraordinaire) Eleanor Gentilini 
pointed out that 2020 would be the 65th 
anniversary of MCCW and the 50th 
anniversary of MCCW-USA and asked us to 
consider how we could mark those special 
milestones. 

This issue is one of the ways we will 
celebrate our accomplishments and the 
women who came before us, who planted 
the seeds that have grown into the MCCW 
we know and love today.

And MCCW has certainly grown and 
changed over the years. As I went through 
historical documents including old 
photographs, programs from past retreats 
and conferences, and newspaper clippings 
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from installation newspapers, I was struck 
by both the kinship I felt with the women 
in these artifacts and the differences 
between our MCCW and theirs. 

Like so many of us, these women left 
their homes to pursue their own military 
careers or to support that of their husbands. 
They lived in new and different places 
and formed bonds with new and different 
friends at each stop. And they relied on 
MCCW to help them grow and deepen their 
faith — a foundation for surviving all the 
military threw their way. 

Many of the artifacts came 
from the time when MCCW 
first began in the United 
States and the years after 
when there were two 
distinct organizations 
- one in the U.S. and 
one in Europe. This two-
organization structure came 
from a desire to serve women 
where they were, not just in 
MCCW’s European birthplace. I 
found familiarity here, too.  We are an 
organization united around the world 
now, but we continue to look for new and 
different ways to reach women wherever 
they may be! I enjoyed reading through 
a brochure describing MCCW’s many 
traditions and was pleasantly surprised to 
find that so many of them remain today. 

But the differences struck me, too. In the 
earlier days, the European conference was 
a full week long. What I wouldn’t give for a 

full week with my MCCW sisters in Christ! 
The European conference always seemed to 
include a skit night (not sure we will revive 
this tradition!) The gatherings also had a 
much heavier business agenda alongside 
the formation programming because the 
MCCW of the past was governed in a more 
hands-on way by the chapel groups. There 
were also many artifacts from the days 
before the advent of the Archdiocese for 
the Military Services, which only came into 
being in 1985. 

My overall sense from reading 
through this treasure trove of 

MCCW memorabilia was 
an overwhelming sense of 
gratitude — gratitude for 
the women who founded 
and fostered MCCW 
in its earliest years; for 
the women who brought 

MCCW from Europe to 
the United States; those 

who saw it through the 
unification to one organization 

and the many changes that followed; 
and most of all to our God of love and 
mercy who has allowed our ministry to 
grow and flourish all these years. 

I pray that this issue, and our other 
celebrations this year, will be joy-filled for 
you as well!

Yours in Christ,  
Kim Miller
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Over the past 65 years, MCCW has 
lovingly supported numerous charities. 
Historically, the selection of a charity 
for a one- or two-year period was the 
responsibility of the International 
Affairs Chair who gathered submissions 
from each region or area.  A file was 
kept of all past nominations which 
could be considered in later years in 
the event that too few charities were 
submitted.   

As early as 1992, the MCCW-Europe 
Board announced their chosen 
charity would be the Seminarian 
Co-Sponsorship Program.  The 
co-sponsorship program was fairly 
new at the time and the MCCW-
Europe team helped educate others 
about the program. The Archdiocese 
for the Military Services, it explained, 
had decided that rather than take on the 
responsibility of building and staffing 
its own seminary, it would arrange with 
other Dioceses to co-sponsor candidates 
for the priesthood who would become 
military chaplains after three years of 
parish work in their home dioceses. 
But the MCCW-Europe support of this 

charity was just for one year and In the 
years to follow, various other charities 
were selected and supported.

Nearly fourteen years later at the 2006 
Worldwide Conference in Atlanta, 
Georgia, the co-sponsorship program 
was once again chosen as the designated 
charity for that year. Bishop Kaising, at 
that time the episcopal moderator for 
MCCW, understood the concerns shared 
by many MCCW members regarding the 

shortage of priests.  He challenged 
MCCW members to “put our 
money where our mouths are” 
and encouraged donations to 
continue in support of the co-
sponsorship program.  

After Bishop Kaising’s death, 
MCCW officially adopted the co-

sponsorship program in October 2008 
as its perpetual charity, deciding that 
it would be the only charity supported 
by MCCW, and named it “The Bishop 
John Joseph Kaising Scholarship Fund 
for Seminarians.”   

continued on next page 
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The current MCCW Board of Directors 
realized the importance of continuing 
the legacy of supporting seminarians — 
our promised priests — and decided that 
establishing an endowed scholarship 
would support the perpetual charity for 
many years to come and secure financial 
investment for the co-sponsored 
seminarians.  Earlier this year, MCCW 
excitedly announced the establishment 
of The Military Council of Catholic 
Women Endowed Co-
Sponsored Seminarian 
Scholarship! Thanks 
to the generous gifts of 
many MCCW members, 
the initial deposit of 
$50,000 was presented 
to the Archdiocese for 
the Military Services 
in April 2019 and 
our beloved perpetual 
charity continues to flourish today.  

The newly endowed scholarship will 
accomplish so much.  It will connect 
our members from around the globe to 
our effort to support seminarians, unite 
our financial contributions for even 

greater impact, and inspire future MCCW 
members to continue supporting our 
promised priests. 

For over 65 years, MCCW sisters in 
Christ have given their time, talents, and 
treasures.  These financial treasures will 
forever support our perpetual charity.  
Together we can support our promised 
priests — those men called to serve both 
God and our military families.  



5

 February 2020The Well

Setting the Stage 
We draw the history of MCCW from a 
compilation of many sources: an intriguing 
30-page document typed by a Chaplain (Major) 
Harold F. Roth as an assignment for his 
Officer Advanced Course in 1960, a historical 
overview from the 2004 MCCW e-handbook, 
a script for the 60th anniversary celebration 
held at Conference (the forerunner to today’s 
Forum) in 2016, and more.

This history focuses on the major events in 
the founding and growth of MCCW.  Some 
of these events will feel at times both distant 
in their historic quaintness and at others so 
familiar you might be certain you are reading 
about today.

The Beginning 
In 1946, American 
women and children 
were beginning to 
accompany their 
service members 
on overseas tours 
in greater numbers. 
Upon their arrival in 
Europe, their spiritual 

well-being became an added responsibility of 
the military chaplains.

The many formal programs, books, and 
offerings available today weren’t available in 
the late 1940s and military chapels weren’t 
organized in a way to provide for the religious 
education and formation needs of the 
dependents as they are today. Additionally, 
there were no English-speaking parochial 
schools available to provide for these needs. 
Within a few years, Catholic women’s 
organizations were springing up in military 
communities all over Europe to provide for 
these needs. But the efforts and offerings were 
inconsistent from community to community 
and the need for a more organized effort was 
clear.

In 1955, MSGR. Charles Murphy, the Vicar 
Delegate at Heildelberg for Cardinal Spellman 
(who was the Military Vicar to the Armed 
Forces of the United States, the predecessor 
to today’s Archbishop for the Military 
Services), appealed for help for the overseas 
communities. He requested that the National 

continued on next page 
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Council of Catholic Women in the United 
States send a delegate to Europe. His plea 
for help was heard and a group of interested 
military women gathered with an NCCW 
delegate in Berchtesgaden in 1955 to form the 
Military Council of Catholic Women – Europe.

The early organization was modeled on the 
NCCW with the purpose of promoting and 
aiding chapel groups in their devotion to the 
faith, providing standards of instruction for 
children’s religious education, and offering 
stimulus and unity to the women’s programs in 
Europe.

During the next year, Msgr. Murphy and the 
founding women traveled throughout Europe 
encouraging military communities to form 
local chapters of MCCW-E. In the fall of 1956, 
75 women and a dozen priests gathered for 
the first annual conference in Berchtesgaden. 
These early annual gatherings were not 
intended to be a retreat, but rather training 
sessions for chapel leadership groups.

Over the next three years, NCCW leadership 
made additional visits to Europe to help the 
new European organization establish itself 
and to help form new chapel-level groups. 
Additional chapel groups were created in 
Germany as well as Italy, France, England, 
Spain, Morocco, and Turkey. By the beginning 
of the 1960s, MCCW-E had chapel-level 
ministries that extended to include Iceland 
and The Netherlands as well as areas outside 
Europe like Libya and across the Pacific.

Over the next decade, MCCW-E saw 
enormous growth with upwards of 550 women 
attending the annual training conferences and 
chapel-level groups springing up at overseas 
installations around the world.

The group rode the tide of several major 
military events, including the Vietnam 
War, while continuing to adapt its model of 
leadership and governance to the changing 
needs of our military women and families 
abroad.

MCCW-USA is Born 
By the late 1960s, women who had worked 
so enthusiastically in chapels overseas were 
returning to the United States and discovering 
a lack of the same organization and purpose 
they had experienced in MCCW-E. Many 
expressed a desire to be a part of, or to create, 
a similar organization in the United States.

In August 1970, three chaplains and 18 
women representing seven Army installations 
in the Third Army, met at Fort McPherson, 
Georgia to charter 
MCCW-Third 
Army. Structured 
along with the 
same guidelines 
as MCCW-E, the 
new group wrote 
a constitution, 
installed officers, 
and received 
the approval 
of the Military 

continued on next page 
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Ordinariate in 
quick succession.

So great was the 
desire for such 
an organization 
among military 
women, that less 

than a year after its conception, MCCW-Third 
Army received requests from an Air Force 
chapel to join. With the addition of Robins Air 
Force Base as a member, MCCW-Third Army 
changed its name to MCCW-Southeast.

Following the model of the European 
organization, MCCW-SE 
adopted several facets of 
governance modeled on 
the National Council for 
Catholic Women, held 
annual conferences, and 
sought out new chapels 
interested in joining the 
fledgling MCCW-SE.

By 1976, MCCW-SE had 
outgrown its regional roots 
and changed its name to 
MCCW-USA opening the 
doors for chapels across the 
United States to join. In 
1980, celebrating its 10th anniversary, MCCW-
USA adopted the current model of a biennial 
conference with regional or area events to be 
held during the off years.

The Military Ordinariate was restructured 
in 1985 to become the Archdiocese for the 
Military Services and in 1987, Bishop Joseph 

Dimino was appointed Episcopal Moderator 
for MCCW-USA. A year later, Archbishop 
Joseph T. Ryan, the first Archbishop of the 
AMS, endorsed MCCW-USA as the official 
women’s organization of the Archdiocese.

Like its sister organization in Europe, MCCW-
USA continued to grow, attracting new chapels 
to its ranks and large numbers of women to its 
events.

MCCW United 
Through the 1990s, MCCW-Europe and 
MCCW-USA continued to grow and thrive. 
Women, PCSing between CONUS and 

OCONUS locations experienced 
both organizations and shared ideas 
and best practices. But the two 
organizations remained separate and 
autonomous until 2005 when the 
Army Chief of Chaplains called for 
the two organizations to merge.

The new MCCW-Worldwide was 
officially unveiled at the 2006 
conference, held in Atlanta, 
Georgia. During the following years, 
leadership focused on merging the 
two large organizations into one with 
support from the AMS and the Army 
Chief of Chaplains. MCCW became 

a chapel auxiliary of the Chief of Chaplains, 
providing the organization with administrative 
and financial support from the military and its 
Catholic chapel communities.

MCCW Today 
In 2013, due to austerity measures, the Army 
Chief of Chaplains was tasked with dissolving 

continued on next page 
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all chapel auxiliaries including both MCCW 
and its Protestant counterpart, PWOC. 

Recognizing the value of 
the work done by the 

women of MCCW, 
the Archdiocese 

for the Military 
Services agreed 
to help the 
organization 
through the 
transition. 

Thanks to the 
hard work of the 

MCCW leadership, 
and the support of the 

AMS, MCCW sought and was granted legal 
IRS nonprofit status in 2014.

Today, MCCW continues its 60-year 
legacy of ministry as the official subsidiary 
women’s ministry of the Archdiocese for the 

Military Services.  Serving 220 U.S. military 
installations, MCCW is a globe-spanning 
nonprofit connecting, uniting, and inspiring 
all Catholic military-affiliated women 
wherever they might be.

The Birthplaces of MCCW 
MCCW-Europe was born in Berchtesgaden, 
a beautiful town in the Bavarian Alps near 
the Austrian border. The idyllic town played a 
large role in MCCW’s early years, featured as 
the site of many conferences during its first  
40 years. 

MCCW-USA was born at the now-
decommissioned Fort McPherson in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Thirty-five years later, at the 2006 
conference, held once again in Atlanta, the 
official merger of European and the USA 
groups was announced and MCCW-Worldwide 
was unveiled.

1955

1971

1985

1988

2005

2006

2014

MCCW founded in Europe

MCCW founded in the United States

MCCW officially endorsed 
by AMS

MCCW Europe celebrates 
50th anniversary

MCCW-Europe and USA merge 
to become MCCW-Worldwide

MCCW-Worldwide granted legal 
nonprofit status by the IRS

Military Ordinariate restructured 
and becomes AMS
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Prayer to Our Lady of 
Good Counsel: Adapted 
from the National Council 
of Catholic Women, 
this prayer evokes the 
intercession of MCCW’s 
patroness and is prayed 
at MCCW meetings 
and events and in many 

chapel-level women’s ministries. 

Rosary for Warriors: Developed by MCCW 
member Lynda MacFarland, these intentions 
draw our attention to our service members 
deployed in harm’s way and their families. 

Chapel Banners: These beautiful works 
of love and of art were brought to MCCW 
events to dress up the meeting space. 

Skit Night: Presented by chapel groups, 
these hilarious skits added laughter 
and sometimes tears to special MCCW 
gatherings. 

Prayer Sisters: Sisters in Christ giving the 
free gift of prayer to one another adds a 
special element to MCCW retreats. 

The MCCW Blessing Song: Sung at the 
end of MCCW events, this prayer sends 
women on their way with a special blessing. 

Lyrics: May the blessing of God be upon 
you, the blessing of the Father and the Son, 
and may the Spirit of Love, the Spirit of 
God, be with you all your days.

Illuminated 
Rosary: A 
candlelit rosary 
is a beautiful 
element at 
many MCCW 
events. 

As Catholic military women, our lives are steeped in tradition. Check out these MCCW 
traditions from over the years to see which ones you remember and which ones we need 
to revive.
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As the birthplace of MCCW-USA and later 
MCCW-Worldwide, Fort McPherson in 
Atlanta holds a special spot in the history 
of MCCW. Enjoy these words by past 
MCCW President Lisa Miklos about the 
decommissioning of Fort McPherson and its 
Catholic chapel.

“MCCW USA began at Fort McPherson, 
Georgia in 1970. Our roots are southern and 
our tree has grown from there. It is only 
fitting now that Fort McPherson has closed, 
the wood from that tree has been preserved 
and lives on as a reminder of where we’ve 
come from. 

Just prior to the gates closing for the 
last time at Fort McPherson, the chapel 
community, led by Father Fred Wendel, 
hosted a coming home celebration. 
Everyone who ever attended Mass there 
over the years was invited back for a night 
of memories and farewells. The history of 
this chapel community came to life on the 
big screen as a slide show ran on a loop. 
We were all treated to the telling of many 
stories that began with, “Do you remember 
when?” MCCW and her beginnings were 
highlighted with great pride throughout the 
evening. 

At the conclusion of the evening, Father 
Fred shared that the chapel community had 
a little memento to share with everyone. 
He told us that while the chapel was being 
cleaned out and homes were being found 
for all of the Catholic property, the men of 
the chapel decided that they wanted to give 
everyone a piece of the chapel. They found 
a non-structural inside wall and cut it into 
pieces and fashioned crosses out of that 
wood. 

Father Fred blessed these crosses in front of 
the gathering at the celebration and asked 
that one person representing each family 
come forward to receive their 
piece of the Fort McPherson 
Chapel. This was such a 
powerful experience 
for everyone 
in attendance.  
These wooden 
crosses, pieces 
of our roots, serve 
as symbols of our simple 
beginnings and they 
remind us of just how far 
our roots have spread.”

Caption: One of the wooden crosses entrusted to 
MCCW at the Coming Home Celebration.

Fort McPherson Decommissioning:  The Wood of the Cross 
By: Lisa Miklos, Past President
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1971 MCCW - U.S. founded

1956-1957 Louise Kevin
1958 Peggy Evans
1959 Carmen Skeehan

1960 Maeve Ryan
1961Jean Eberhardt
1962 Ann Robeson
1963 Emily McDonald
1964 Sheila Ingrisano
1965 Nelda Griney
1966 Ivette Biehausen & Maeve Ryan
1967 Dorothy Lahrop
1968 Helen Daley
1969 Mary Gates

1960 1980 1990 2000 200619701955

Europe
1970 Gussie Sanford
1971-1972 Marilyn Noyes
1973-1974 Bonnie McKenna
1975-1976 Monica Pinson
1976 Lynne Trondsdale
1977 Carol Speltz
1978 Suzanne Ford
1979 Mary Jane Moetell

U.S. 
1970-1971 Margaret Stogner Scott
1971-1972 Eleanor Sovia Haddad
1973-1974 Gloria Bretz
1974-1975 Clare McNiff
1975-1976 Kathleen Wissinger
1976-1977 Mary Jones
1977 Mary Brown
1977-1979 Mary Wortman
1979-1982 Rosemary Galvan

Europe
1980 Cecilia Balog
1981 Rosanne Behrens
1982 Angel Kaufmann
1983 Debbie Callaghan
1984 Kay LaGrave
1985 Angi Jerney
1986 Carol Nichols
1987 Ruth Hosek
1988 Martha Gravois
1989 Elyse Underhill/Loretta Allen

U.S.
1979-1982 Rosemary Galvan
1982-1984 Mary Baird
1984-1986 Jackie Medford
1986-1988 Brenda Simmons
1988-1991 Debbie Wands

Europe
1990 Loretta Allen
1991-1992 Sheila Baker
1993 Barbara Vargo
1994 Barbara Benner
1995 Chris Ehrhart
1996 Jan Caruso/Laura Maldonado
1997 Laura Maldonado
1998-1999 Sandy Kuplinski

U.S.
1988-1991 Debbie Wands
1991-1994 Pam Bartoe May
1994-1996 Jeanette Morton
1996-1998 Gerry Hince
1998-2000 Jacinda Patishnock

Europe 
2000-2001 Cynthia Calhoun
2002 Bernadette Chavez
2003 Maria Romero
2004 Denise Kumm
2005-2006 Patricia Long

U.S.
1998-2000 Jacinda Patishnock
2000-2002 Carol Fountain 
2002-2004 Alice O’Hara
2004-2006 Susan Boling

MCCW - Worldwide
2006-2010 Lisa Miklos
2010-2012 Marcia Stokes
2012-2014 Erin Raymond
2014-2016 Elizabeth Tomlin
2016-2018 Michelle Nash
2018-2020 Kim Miller
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There is perhaps no one 
more fitting to recognize 

in the Volunteer Spotlight 
for this special anniversary issue 

than Director-at-Large Eleanor Gentilini. 

A military spouse of 50 years, Eleanor’s 
involvement with MCCW spans 40 years 
and began after she attended just one day of 
a week-long MCCW-Europe Conference in 
Berchtesgaden, Germany in 1978. Eleanor recalls 
from that experience, “I was hooked for life.”

That love has turned into a lifetime of service 
and participation at all levels and in all aspects of 
MCCW. 

She has held positions at every level of MCCW 
and CWOC leadership from chapel ministry to 
the worldwide board. She has experienced MCCW 
as the worldwide organization it is today, as well 
as when it was still MCCW- Europe and MCCW-
USA. As a founding member of MCCWs former 

formation program, Journey of 
Faith, Eleanor has presented 

in chapels around the world. 
Her children, now 43 and 39, 
grew up with MCCW being a 
household word. And current 
board members can attest 

that her knowledge of MCCW 
history is near-encyclopedic. 

The list of titles she has held and roles she has 
played over the years boggles the mind. She has 

founded chapel ministries and held 
the roles of chapel treasurer, 
chapel vice president, and 
chapel president many 
times over. She has been 
a coordinator, president, 
and director of regions and 
areas, as they were known in 
MCCW-Europe.  She has been 
the Worldwide Historian, International Affairs 
Chair, and a Journey of Faith Trainer.  She has 
helped plan conferences, handled publicity efforts, 
chaired nominating committees, researched 
history, and maintained archives. 

As Director-At-Large, Eleanor’s current worldwide 
position, she has served as interim Western 
Regional Coordinator, researched MCCW 
historical items, co-chaired the Forum Silent 
Auction, and helped grow the Southeast Region.  
In short, if it has needed to be done in MCCW, 
Eleanor has probably done it. 

And her involvement in MCCW doesn’t stop at 
her leadership roles.  In 40 years, Eleanor has 
only missed attending a regional or worldwide 
MCCW event during five years.  She considers 
these opportunities her annual gift to herself - a 
wonderful testament to the importance of taking 
time for connecting, uniting, and being inspired 
by and with our Catholic faith and our sisters in 
Christ. 

Thank you, Eleanor, for all you have done and 
continue to do for MCCW!
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Journey of Faith 
(JOF), MCCW’s 

leadership 
training 
program, was 
instituted 
in 2002 by 

then-MCCW-
USA president 

Carol Fountain. I 
interviewed former JOF 

presenters, MCCW-Worldwide Director 
at Large, Eleanor Gentilini, and MCCW-
Worldwide Past President, Lisa Miklos, 
about the program, its format, and 
how it enhanced leadership 
among Catholic military-
affiliated women.

Purpose of Journey  
of Faith 
“Journey of Faith was created 
as a travel training program 
for chapel communities,” 
Lisa told me. “It was a way 
to reach directly into CWOCs 
and help them feel connected 
to the big picture. Not everyone 
can attend conferences/forums, 

so we would go out two-by-two and bring 
MCCW to them.”

Eleanor added, “(it was a way) to train new 
leadership, refresh seasoned leadership, and 
encourage women to become active in their 
Catholic community.”

Assembling a Team 
Eleanor reflected on how Carol Fountain 
assembled the initial JOF team: 

A request was sent out before the October 
2002 MCCW Conference in Dallas, Texas 

for anyone interested to apply to 
be a trainer. There were only six 
of us and [we] took part in several 
lengthy training sessions during 
the conference. The original 
trainers were Sheila Baker, Mary 
Clark, Alba Thompson, Gerry 
Hince, Maria Moreno, and me. 
Beginning in 2003, chapels would 
request MCCW: Journey of Faith, 
and Carol would assign two of 
us to travel to the installation 
and do the presentation. More 
trainers were added in 2004  
and 2006.

continued on next page 
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Original Leadership Modules 
The original four leadership modules were:

Navigating the Journey: Nuts 
& Bolts of MCCW – This 
module dealt with 
establishing and 
maintaining the 
organization. Lisa 
says the purpose of 
this module “was to 
detail the history of 
MCCW and a timeline 
of how we got from the 
beginning to today. We 
introduced the structure of 
MCCW along with all governing 
documentation (by-laws, handbooks and the 
like). We walked the women through the 
mission statement and always prayed the 
prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel.”

Celebrating the Journey: Program and 
Service Ideas – This module delved into the 
substance of our mission.

Food for the Journey: Focus on Eucharist 
and the Word – Liturgy, Devotions, 
and Scripture Studies: Lisa explained 
the details of this module: “We would 
introduce how to begin an MCCW as 
well as programming. We would go over 
what a monthly/weekly program could 
look like (always incorporating Mass and 
prayer, the rosary and/or mothers prayers). 
We would talk about [MCCW Signature 
Programs] Cider and Bread services as 
well, often gifting a copy of each service. 

We would discuss how to choose a faith 
or Bible study, always encouraging that 
final approval should always go through 

the priest. The activity from this had 
women brainstorming possible 

programs and often resulted in 
the CWOC having a full year 

of programming themes at 
their fingertips.”

Sharing the Journey: 
Inviting All Women to 
MCCW– The purpose of 

this module was to cast a 
wide net as well as extend a 

personal invitation.

Adding Electives to Expand 
and Enrich 
In 2006, the team added three electives:

All Aboard: How to Host a Board Retreat 
– Lisa said this enabled the chapel board 
“to come together, connect, and plan their 
upcoming year.”

And They’ll Know We Are Christians: 
Group Dynamics and Conflict Resolution 
– This module encouraged women to deal 
with conflict amongst themselves and 
always consult their priest moderator for 
help and guidance.

Our Spiritual Journey: A Mini-Retreat 
– This prayer service could either begin or 
end the day’s presentations. Lisa remarked 
that “it was a way to model a prayer service 
and used as a time of reflection.”

continued on next page 
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Growing Leaders: Preparing, 
Planting, Pruning and 
Watering, Reaping

Implementing  
the Training 
Lisa described the 
format of a Journey of 
Faith training, “Journey 
of Faith brought a five-
module course to be 
presented in a one-day 
program. There were times 
we offered an introduction the evening 
before and jumped into the training the 
following morning. As time went on, we 
added additional modules to supplement as 
long as three of the basic modules were also 
presented.”

JOF sessions were open to all members 
of the chapel group, not solely leadership. 
Eleanor explained, “Part of the purpose 
of JOF was to encourage women to come 
forward and serve.”

Lisa remembered, “Modules were [offered] 
in a presentation format with two trainers 
taking part in each module to present. Most 
modules were followed by an activity that 
enhanced the module. These were all pre-
scripted (with room for the presentation 
styles of each trainer) and all materials 
needed were provided by MCCW; although 
we would sometimes email chapel groups, 
send files for them to print off, and have 
them ready upon our arrival. We also 
brought a table set-up with samples of 
handbooks, by-laws, and faith/Bible study 

materials...and often did a 
drawing to give away the 
study materials.”

The activity that 
accompanied course one 
was Eleanor’s favorite. 
It emphasized sharing 
responsibilities in 
the chapel group. 
Eleanor noted, 

“Cards were passed out randomly 
to those in attendance. Each card had 
a task that needed to be done, [such as] 
hospitality, child care, liturgy, program, 
set-up, clean-up, publicity, etc. Each 
woman had to read the card she received 
and say whether or not she could or would 
do this task. Some would just agree, but 
others would not. For instance, if a woman 
without children got the child care card, 
she may ask for someone else to take it and 
she would prefer hospitality. Or, someone 
with computer skills may trade tasks with 
someone who got the publicity card. The 
result was helping everyone see that they 
were valuable members of the group and 
had talents that together would make the 
group run smoothly. 
Many times, it 
became clear that 
the president or 
chairman was 
doing all the 
tasks. I believe 
this is one of the 

continued on next page 
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most effective exercises used, and that we can 
benefit by using it today.”

Lisa explained that her “favorite module 
depended on the chapel group, but I will say 
I especially LOVED introducing women to 
the mission statement and the history. SO 
many loved understanding their connection to 
the great history of MCCW. I also loved some 
of the newer modules as they brought the 
training to a new level.”

Lisa said JOF modules were adaptable in a 
variety of different settings, “We… actually 
used JOF as a format for some regional 
retreats and conferences when there was not 
great strength in the 
region. Paying for 
“big name” speakers 
was never a thing, 
especially in the 
regions as that is 
where great training 
happened.”

Travel mishaps 
and fond 
memories 
These trips were not 
without funny travel 
mishaps. Snow often 
spoiled travel plans out 
of Colorado in January (go figure!) and led 
to last-minute travel adjustments or pinch 
hitters. Eleanor detailed one particular trip, 
“Maria Moreno and I were scheduled to go 
to Alaska (yes, in January!) to present in both 
Anchorage and Fairbanks. My flight from 
Colorado Springs had to connect in Salt Lake 

City but could not land due to heavy fog. 
After circling for an hour, we returned to 
land in Grand Junction, a relatively small 
airport, where we stayed for several hours 
with a collection of other big planes. There 
were only two flights per day to Anchorage, 
so when I finally got to Salt Lake City, I had 
to wait about 8-10 hours for the next flight 
which arrived in Alaska in the middle of the 
night instead of the afternoon. I was greeted 
at the airport by an MCCW husband.”

The next year, the snow stopped Loretta 
Lappen from co-leading the training with 
Eleanor at Ft. Meade, Maryland. Eleanor 
remembered how Lisa, a new trainer at the 

time, instantly stepped up to fill in for 
Loretta. “When I got to Atlanta for my 
connecting flight, I called Lisa, who was 
a member of the Ft. Meade chapel…
to ask her to take Loretta’s place with 
little advance warning. We prepared our 
presentation via telephone, and all went 
well.”

What Lisa enjoyed about JOF was that 
everyone could learn from the modules. 
“A favorite story of mine was introducing 
revised modules to a long-standing CWOC 
community. They thought they were just 
being asked to be a source of evaluation of 
the modules, but they came away having 

learned so much. Some of our more seasoned 
members have great stories of staying with 
members and their families. All in all, this 
program brought great gems of community, 
continuity, and growth to each chapel we 
visited.

continued on next page 
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As we prepare for Forum 2020, let’s take a look into 
the past at some fun facts about previous gatherings:

Though today we call our worldwide gathering Forum, 
in the past the large gatherings were called Conference 
or Assembly. 

Prior to MCCW-Europe and MCCW-USA merging, 
the two organizations held their own events. For the 
first 35 years, MCCW-Europe met at the Armed Forces 
Recreation Center in Berchtesgaden. They later held 
conferences in Frankfurt, Bad Kissigen, and Ettal. 

Atlanta, Georgia, the birthplace of MCCW-USA 
in 1970, was the site of its annual assembly until 
1976.  Then, after a 30-year break, the first MCCW-
Worldwide conference was held there in 2006, after 
MCCW-Europe and MCCCW-USA merged into one 
organization. 

Forum 2020 host city San Antonio, Texas has been the 
site of two past MCCW conferences - in 1998 and again 
in 2008, which was Archbishop Timothy Broglio’s first 
year at the Archdiocese for the Military Services. 

Another Texas city, El Paso, has hosted two 
conferences - first in 1980 and again in 1991. The 1991 
event was postponed from 1990 due to the start of 
Desert Storm. 

Other U.S. cities to host Conference include Kansas 
City, Denver, Tucson, St. Louis, Chattanooga, San 
Diego, and Malvern, PA. 

Washington D.C. can claim the most MCCW 
conferences - hosting in 1982, 1994, 1996, 2000, and 
most recently in 2016. 

A Lasting Legacy 
Eleanor believes Journey of Faith was 
important because “we spent a day (or more) 
in person with fellow Catholic women 
who wanted to learn new ways to serve or 
to recommit themselves to serving their 
chapel groups and parish communities. 
While videos and online classes serve a vital 

purpose in our busy society, being 
there is an important asset 

that cannot be duplicated.”

Our current worldwide 
board agrees with 
Eleanor’s belief that 
in-person encounters 
are crucial ways we 

can support and uplift 
women’s ministry. This past December, 
we held a Day of Reflection at West 
Point to increase our presence in military 
chapel communities, bringing content 
directly to military-affiliated women. I am 
working with President Kim Miller to 
edit existing leadership modules so these 
treasured materials can be implemented 
in chapel groups again. Our vision is to 
repackage these modules with the help of 
MCCW-Worldwide’s Graphic Designer, 
Jean Dery, and post them online with the 
support of MCCW-Worldwide’s Director 
of Communications, Bevin Landrum. We 
welcome your input and support in this 
initiative. If you would like to examine 
these modules and assess how chapel groups 
can implement them moving forward, please 
contact me at faithformation@mccw.org.

Fun Facts About Forum

mailto:faithformation%40mccw.org?subject=Jorney%20of%20Faith%20Modules
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continued on next page 

The term Forum as we 
know it, like everything 
in military life, has gone 
through a few name 
changes; but in essence, its 
mission remains the same. 

As the 2020 Director of 
Forum, it is not lost on 
me that the first Forum 
I attended was in San 
Antonio, Texas in 2008.  
At that point, Forum was called the 
MCCW-USA Conference. It was a gathering 
of women as I would soon learn, who I would 
have the opportunity to see biennially over the 
next 12 years. What a fantastic way to catch 
up with friends who came into my life as a 
military spouse and left just a quickly, due to 
the “needs of the Army.”  The 2008 MCCW-
USA Conference in San Antonio brought in the 
newly appointed Archbishop Timothy Broglio 
as its keynote speaker.  Eleanor Gentilini, past 
MCCW Worldwide Historian notes that, “It was 
wonderful to meet him and have him participate 
in the conference. He had a wide breadth of 
experience in many countries around the world, 
but the military was something new to him at 
the time.”  

When MCCW began in the 
continental U.S. in 1970, it was 
named MCCW - Southeast - USA, 
and was sometimes abbreviated as 
M.C.C.W.S.E.U.S.A.  After a few years, 
women from other parts of the country 
became involved in the organization, 
and in 1976, the name was officially 
changed to MCCW-USA.  Atlanta, 
Georgia was the site of its annual 
assembly until that firm name change 
in 1976.  Following the merger of 
MCCW-Europe and MCCW-USA into 

one organization, and a long 30-year break, the 
first MCCW-Worldwide Conference returned to 
Atlanta in 2006. 

Pictured is one of the older traditions that 
MCCW began 
many years ago that 
has been recently 
re-discovered as 
we delved into 
the storied past of 
our organization.  
MCCW had a guest 
book for Forum 
gatherings, as far 
back as 1975 featuring signatures and addresses 
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of attendees at the annual 
conferences through 
1980 and then every two 
years through the year 
2000 with the event’s 
corresponding location 
and dates.  According to 
Eleanor, there are a large 

number of blank pages left in the book for us to 
use (potentially) for the next 25 years. We will 
have this book during the 2020 Forum in San 
Antonio for all of us to not only sign but to look 
back and reminisce about conferences past and 
the loved ones no longer with us, including our 
military clergy.  

MCCW Conferences have been held all over the 
U.S. including Baltimore, Maryland (the first 
Catholic Diocese) with conferences in 1978 and 
2010 and the Washington, D.C. area, the site of 
multiple conferences in 1982, 1994, 1996, 2000, 
and 2016. 

El Paso, Texas, was the site of the conference 
in 1980 and was scheduled to host again in 
1990.  Due to the first Gulf War, however, it was 
postponed until May 1991. 

Other conference locations 
have been Kansas City, Kansas; 
Denver, Colorado; Tacoma, 
Washington; Boise, Idaho; Dallas, 
Texas; Tucson, Arizona; St. Louis, 
Missouri; Chattanooga, Tennessee; 
and San Diego, California. 

With the geographic challenges 
presented to our ladies stationed in 

Europe and Asia, 
MCCW made 
some adjustments 
to accommodate 
the fact that it 
is exponentially 
harder for these 
ladies to get to 
Forum each time it occurs.  
Historically speaking, MCCW-Europe held a 
conference at the Armed Forces Recreation Center 
in Berchtesgaden, Germany, near Salzburg, 
Austria, for many years.  It occupied all of the 
AFRC hotels there with over 500 women and 
sometimes 75 Priests. Around 1990, it moved to 
the Frankfurt area, then near Bad Kissingen, and 
later to Ettal, near Garmisch.  Most recently, the 
European Region met in Rome, Italy for a retreat 
and looks to expand to other parts of Europe such 
as Ireland and England. If our ladies can’t make 
it to Forum, then they have other options to fill 
their spiritual cup. With the newly created Asian 
Region, encompassing Japan, Korea and Guam, 
the same geographic obstacles present themselves. 
With a more than 24-hour airplane ride to a 
Forum location in the continental U.S, it is 
important for us to provide a way for these ladies 
to still grow in their faith so far from the 

flagpole.  

As we look to Forum 2020, preparations 
continue with gleeful anticipation.  I 
look forward to seeing all of you in San 
Antonio!

Many thanks to Eleanor Gentilini for 
the historical information regarding 
Forum.
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Letter from Mother Teresa

In 1979, MCCW-Europe invited then Mother Teresa to speak at their conference. Though 

the future saint was unable to attend, she penned this note to the MCCW-Europe President 
Cecilia Balog to send her regrets.
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MCCW Board of Directors
Kim Miller 
President  
president@mccw.org

Aly Tugaoen 
Director of Forum 
forum@mccw.org

Elizabeth Tomlin 
Director of Financial Stewardship 
finance@mccw.org

Bevin Landrum 
Director of Communications 
communications@mccw.org

Joan LaPore 
Director of Regional Coordinators 
directorrc@mccw.org

Eleanore Gentilini 
Director at Large 
directoratlarge2@mccw.org

Denise Hummel 
Director at Large & AMS Liasion 
amsliasion@mccw.org

Bernadette Kovalsick 
Director at Large 
directoratlarge1@mccw.org

Nancy Belmont 
Director of Faith Formation 
faithformation@mccw.org

1971 Executive Board Meeting, 
Fort Benning, Georgia, 
February 17, 1971

1992 European Board

Alba Thompson receiving 
Sheila Baker Award

Worldwide Conference, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee Attendees, 2018

Carol Fountain receiving 
award from Bishop Kaising

Bishop O’Connors and Archbishop Ryan, 1979
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