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The 5th Plenary Council of Australia starts in just under two months! Scary but exciting at the 

same time. On October 3 it is hoped that Victorian and Tasmanian members, including 5 from 

the Diocese of Sale, Bishop Greg, Fr Peter Slater (Warragul/Drouin), Fr Denis O’Bryan (Clyde 

North), Lize Privitera (Narre Warren Parish) and Katherine Jelavic (Berwick Parish), will gather 

in the Melbourne Hub. If COVID restrictions mean that physical gatherings are not possible, 

changes have been made so that everyone can gather online from home. All members have 

completed formation and training: practising the art of deep listening, discernment, and 

conversation, learning about the Microsoft TEAMS environment and good decision-making 

skills. These are all great skills and gifts for life not just for the Plenary Council.  Please continue 

to pray for all the Plenary Council Members so that we are open to the work of the Holy Spirit 

among us.  If you have questions or would like to share any thoughts about the Plenary, you 

are welcome to contact any of our Diocesan Plenary Council Members or contact me at 

SMorley@sale.catholic.org.au   

 

The Agenda for the Plenary Council has now been published. This will provide the foundation 

for discussions at the First Assembly in October this year. The agenda provides a list of open-

ended questions for reflection and discussion on a wide variety of subject which had been 

raised through the Listening and Dialogue phase of the Plenary journey. The Agenda opens 

with the following vision: 

As children of God, disciples of Jesus Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, the Members of 

the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia are called to develop concrete proposals to create a 

more missionary, Christ-centred Church in Australia at this time. 

‘I dream of a “missionary option”, that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming 

everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, 

language and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelisation of today’s world 

rather than for her self-preservation.’ 

Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 27 

Explore the Plenary Council Agenda & further resources at: 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ . 
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