
 Sixties
Memorable Firsts

Etch a Sketch
Smiley Faces

Big Mac
Wendy’s

Bell bottoms
Afros

Balsa wood airplanes
Bouff ant hairdos
Granny glasses

Love beads
Lava lamps
Mini skirts
Mood rings

Surfi ng
Th e Twist

Tie-dye shirts
Turtlenecks

Big Elections 
                

Nov. 8, 1960:  John F. Kennedy 
defeats Richard Nixon for the 
Presidency.

Sept. 29, 1964: Alamo-Dan-
ville vote on incorporation. 
It loses 1,958 to 2,000. One 
campaign sign read, “Alamo 
do you want to be swallowed 
up by Danville?”

June 2, 1964: Contra Costa 
County votes to join Th e East 
Bay Regional Park District.

Nov. 3, 1964: Voters in the Al-
amo & San Ramon Grammar 
School Districts, Th e Danville 
Union District, and the San 
Ramon Valley High School 
District create the San Ramon 
Valley Unifi ed School District.

Dec. 19,1967: San Ramon 
Valley vote on incorporation. 
It loses 1,830 to 2796. 

Nov. 5, 1968: Richard Nixon 
defeats Hubert Humphrey 
for the Presidency.

1960
 Developers Ken Volk 
and Bob McLain build a com-
munity across county lines 
called San Ramon Village, be-
ginning in 1960. Over 10,000 
homes are eventually built.

 May 9: Birth Control 
pill is FDA-approved for sale 
as a contraceptive.

 Aug. 6: Th e Twist 
becomes a worldwide dance 
craze, even though it is 

simply a dance performed by 
swiveling the hips.

 Sept.: Hay Days Parade 
appears for the third year. It 
began as the popular Danville 
Centennial Parade of 1958.

 Sept. 26: In a fi rst for 
Presidential elections, John 
F. Kennedy and Richard M. 
Nixon debate on television.

1961
 March 1: Th e Peace 
Corps established by President 
Kennedy sends its fi rst volun-
teers to Guana and Tanzania.  

 April 17: Bay of Pigs 
Cuba Invasion is a failed 
military coup  undertaken 
by the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA).

 Th e Nike Missile Base is 
nestled in Bollinger Canyon. 
One of 16 such units in N. 
California, Nike missiles are 
an integral part of the nation’s 
perimeter defense.

 Nov. 1:  Fallout Shelter 
Petition - A Danville group 
collects over 1,000 signatures 
asking Gov. Pat Brown for 
fall-out shelters. Th ey gather 
at the Danville Post Offi  ce 
and mail the petitions to the 
capital.

1962
 Feb. 20: John Glenn 
becomes the fi rst American 
to orbit Earth.

 

  

 July 4: Danville’s July 
4th parade begins. Virginia 
Deaton, Liz DeChene and 
Casey LaFortune begin this 
“family-friendly patriotic” 
celebration. It has game 
booths, a pet and children’s 
parade, Danville Rotary pan-
cake breakfast, no alcohol, 
a patriotic speaker, square 
dancing, and fi reworks.   

 September 12: President 
John F. Kennedy speaks at 
Rice University in the stadium, 
saying, “We choose to go to 
the Moon!” 

 Sept. 27: Rachel Carson 
writes, Silent Spring  which 
spurs changes in legislation 
and helps launch the 
environmental movement.

 Oct.16-28: Cuban 
Missile Crisis is a 13-day 
confrontation between the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union. Th is crisis is oft en 
considered the closest the 
Cold War came to escalating 
into a full-scale nuclear war.

 Nov. 7: Congressman 
John Baldwin is re-elected by 

a large margin for a fourth 
consecutive term. A 
Republican, his strong 
representation and accessi-
bility helps earn him support 
in a Democratic district.

 California population hits 
17,000,000 and passes New 
York as most populous state.

 Dec. 18:  Alamo Indian 
Burial Site believed to be 
4,450 years old. When the 
new freeway alignment 
required changes in the 
confi guration of the San 
Ramon Creek near Stone 
Valley road, the bulldozers 
turned up Indian remains. 
Dr. Dave Frederickson is 
hired to research the site and 
many artifacts and bodies 
were discovered, verifying a 
long history of Native American 
presence in the area. 

1963
 Feb. 19: Betty Friedan 
publishes Th e Feminine 
Mystique which challenges 
women to reach their 
potential and inspires the 
new National Organization 
for Women (NOW). 

President John F. Kennedy 
President John F. Kennedy is the fi rst president 

born in the 20th century, symbolizing a new 
generation of leaders. He leads the country to the 
moon, cites the moral reasons for racial equality, 
and sets a new course for the U.S. internationally. 

His assassination on Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas, 
Texas sends the entire nation into mourning. 
JFK leaves a legacy of hope to millions, evoking a 
spirit of idealism, inspiring Americans to serve 
others and reassuring us of our strengths. 

“A man may die, nations may rise and fall, 
but an idea lives on.” ~ JFK

 Aug. 28: Th e March 
on Washington advocates 
for the civil and economic 
rights of African Americans. 
At the march, Martin Luther 
King Jr., standing in front 
of the Lincoln Memorial, 
delivers his historic “I Have 
a Dream” speech. 


 Oct.:  Cable TV comes 
to Alamo and Danville. 

 Zip Codes are introduced 
to the postal system.

1964
 Feb. 7: Beatles take 
America by storm. 
 

                        

 March 27:  An earth-
quake in Alaska hits 9.2 on 
the Richter scale making it 
the largest earthquake in the 
US. Devastating tsunamis 
are generated and 138 die.

 May 7: Tassajara Plane
Crash - Three miles east of 
Danville, Pacific Air Lines 

Flight 773 from Reno to 
San Francisco crashes into 
the Tassajara Valley hills. 
It takes a nose dive into 
the hillside killing all 44 
people on board. The flight 
is the first to have pilots 
disabled in flight by a 
gunman. The crash 
results in new Civil Air 
laws, requiring that locked 
doors separate the passenger 
cabin from the crew 
compartment. Voice 
recorders are required to 
be installed in the cockpit 
of all passenger aircraft.

 July 2: The Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 is a 
landmark civil rights and 
labor law that outlaws 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
or national origin in the 
United States.

 October 27: Negro 
baseball star Curt Flood 
and his family are prevented 
from leasing an Alamo 
home by an armed man 
(representing the owner) 
who states, “No niggers are 
going to move in here. We 
will shoot them first.” Flood 
sues over the incident and 
receives a restraining order, 
allowing the family to move 
in as neighborhood families 
greet them. In 1965 they 
buy an Alamo home.
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Community Groups in the 1960s
Alamo Women’s Club  
Danville Women’s Club 
Republican Women
Alamo Improvement Association   
Danville Homeowners Association
John Birch Society
AAUW of Alamo/Danville     

SRV Chamber of Commerce
SRV Horsemen’s Association

Farm Bureau
Jaycees

Danville Rotary
Alamo-Danville Soroptimists

Danville Lions Club
Greater San Ramon Improvement  Association           School PTAs

MUSEUM HOURS 
Tuesday - Friday:1 pm - 4pm

Saturday: 10 am - 1 pm
Sunday: Noon- 3 pm

205 Railroad Avenue, Danville
(925) 837-3750  
www.museumsrv.org

The Sixties at Fifty
Turbulence &Transformation

San Ramon Valley in the 1960s 

January 26 - June 2, 2019

Cost of Living
(average 1964)

Hay Days Parade on Hartz Ave.

Dec. 7: Lighting of the Beacon. 
For the fi rst time 
in 23 years, the 
airplane beacon 
atop Mt. Diablo 
shines briefl y over 
the valley Sunday 
evening when 
Adm. Chester 
Nimitz pushes the 
button that lights 
the powerful beam 
for the fi rst time 
since Dec. 7, 1941. 
Today Mt. Diablo’s 
Beacon is lit every 
Dec. 7th  from 
sunset to sunrise, in 
memory of all who 
served our country.

• Yearly income: $6,450 
• New home: $18,000
• Rent: $115/month
• 1st class postage: $0.05
• Car insurance: $15/month
• New Ford Mustang: $2,320
• Gallon of gas: $0.30



Th e valley was transformed when the I-680 freeway        
opened to Danville in 1964 and through San Ramon 
in 1966, ending bumper-to-bumper traffi  c along High-
way 21. Th ese were watershed years for the San Ramon 
Valley as the population jumped from 12,702 in 1960 
to 28,090 in 1970.

In 1964 a three-day event titled "Frontier 680" had 90-
year old Claude Glass cut the ribbon as one headline pro-
claimed "Happiness is a New Freeway."  On September 24, 
1966, "DD I-680 Days" (Danville to Dublin) were celebrat-
ed on the Crow Canyon over-crossing. Th e DD brochure 
bragged that motorists could circle the entire East Bay In 
a 73-mile loop without having to stop for a single traffi  c 
signal when it opened that October.

Drivers on the freeway admired the bucolic valley 
with its vast walnut and fruit orchards spread out on 
either side. Soon homes and businesses were built on 
former ranches. Th e freeway changed everything.
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Vietnam War
Th e Vietnam War leaves its mark on the sixties as JFK 

sends 50,000 “advisors” to the country in 1963. President 
Lyndon Johnson escalates the involvement and controver-
sy by sending 184,00 troops in 1964 to fi ght the Viet Cong. 
Resistance takes the form of ever-larger anti-war marches 
and compelling protest songs, culminating in four student 
deaths at Kent State (in 1970). Tragically, there are attacks 
on veterans when they return aft er doing their duty. 

By 1970 500,000 troops are in the country, Walter 
Cronkite and one third of Americans oppose the war. 
Th e Vietnam War was a cold war quagmire, a long, costly 
and divisive confl ict. More than three million people 
were killed, including over 58,000 Americans. Over half 
of the dead are Vietnamese citizens.

School District’s Growth
Aft er school district unifi cation, a new school board 

(elected on Feb. 23, 1965) hires Dr. Richard L. Foster, an 
idea-a-minute man with modern educational philosophy 
who tries to address the exploding school population. 
Board meetings are held in the high school gym to accom-
modate the crowds of angry parents, who want schools 
built sooner and who don’t trust Foster.

Lois Sizoo said she came and knitted during those 
meetings, hoping no one would shoot her husband Wes, a 
Board member.

During the decade of the 1960’s, seven schools are 
built: Vista Grande, Alamo, County Club, Los Cerros, 
Monte Vista, John Baldwin, and Neil Armstrong.

1969 Neil Armstrong School opens in vacant new houses as the school 
buildings are completed.

July 20, 1969  Moon Landing
In a dazzling and historic event, Apollo 11 lands the  

fi rst two people on the moon, Mission commander 
Neil Armstrong and pilot Buzz Aldrin. Six hours aft er 
landing, Armstrong is the fi rst person to step on the 
moon’s surface. He states, “Th at’s one small step for 
man, one giant leap for mankind.”   

1965
 June: Th e Immigration 
and Nationality Act of 1965  
changes the way quotas are 
allocated and allows more 
people to migrate from Asia, 
Africa, and the Middle East.

 July: Th e three year old 
San Ramon Fire District 
comes of age, hiring a full 
time Chief and one fi reman.

 Sept: Th e Delano, Ca. 
Grape Strikes lasts more 
than fi ve years and reveals 
the plight of low-paid farm 
worker.  

 Oct: Greenbrook 
Model Homes open at the 
site of the historic Meese 
Ranch. It is the fi rst Planned 
Unit Development built in 
the County.

 Flower Power is a slogan 
coined by the poet Allen 
Ginsberg, which came to 
symbolize passive resistance 
and non-violence ideology. 

1966
 March 14:  Congressman 
John Baldwin is laid to rest in 
a manner that exemplifi es the 
way he lived — simply, honestly, 
and with quiet dignity.

 Aug. 5: Marilyn Monroe, 
America’s famed "blonde 
bombshell" dies from an 
overdose of barbiturates.

 Aug. 14: Diablo Post 
Offi  ce turns 50.

 Nov. 9: San Ramon 
Valley High Wolves football 
team cinches its fi rst crown 
since 1957.

 Monte Vista High 
School opens.

1967
 Jan. 15: First Super 
Bowl is played in Los 
Angeles. Th e National Foot-
ball League (NFL) champion 
Green Bay Packers defeats the 
American Football League 
(AFL) champion Kansas City 
Chiefs by the score of 35–10.

 Feb. 10:  Th e Twenty-fi ft h 
Amendment to the United 
States Constitution addresses 
presidential succession and 
disability.

 April 28: Boxing 
Champion Muhammad Ali 
refuses to be inducted into 
the U.S. Army and is imme-
diately stripped of his heavy-
weight title. Ali, a Muslim, 
cites religious reasons for his 
decision to forgo military 
service. 

 March 8: Controversy 
over school liberal philosophy. 
New school board members 
are elected Virginia Deaton 
and William Morrison and 
change district dynamics. In 
1968 Superintendent Foster 
resigns.

 Th e Summer of Love 
stunned the nation as about 
100,000 people converge on 
San Francisco's neighborhood 
of Haight-Ashbury. 

 Aug. 5: Sun Valley Mall 
Concord opens to wide 
acclaim. It is largest air-con-
ditioned shopping center in 
the world.

 Dec. 3: Christian Barnard  
a South African cardiac surgeon  
performs the world's fi rst 
human-to-human heart 
transplant in Cape Town, 
South Africa. 

1968
 March 13: Howard 
Hughes seeks 800 acres on 
the slope of Mt. Diablo land, 
reportedly to build an artifi cial 
ski resort. 

 April:  Broadway mu-
sical Hair weaves the tale of 
some politically active, long-
haired hippies from the "Age 
of Aquarius." 

 April 4:  Assassination 
of Martin Luther King

 “Darkness  cannot drive 
out darkness: only light 
can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate: only love 
can do that” ~ Martin 
Luther King

 June 6: Assassination 
of Bobby Kennedy stuns the 
nation and alters the result of 
the Presidential election.

 Aug. 7: Congressman 
Jerome Waldie introduces a 
bill to establish the Danville 
home of famed playwright 
Eugene O’Neill as a National 
Monument.

 Aug. 26-29: Th e Demo-
cratic Convention is held in 
Chicago with riots infl aming 
the country.

 Oct. 16: Olympic Sta-
dium in Mexico City 
During their medal 
ceremony on the stand, 
African-American athletes 
Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos each raise a black-
gloved fi st. Smith stated that 
the gesture was not a "Black 

Power" salute but rather a 
"human rights salute.” 

 Oct. 23: Th e community 
honors local tennis star 
Kristy Pigeon who won Jr. 
Wimbledon and joined the new 
Women’s Tennis Association. 

1969
 Trunk murderess of 
the 30’s, Winnie Ruth Judd  
is discovered working as a 
housekeeper at Dr. John 
Blemer’s home. She had 
escaped from an Arizona fa-
cility. Th is was big local news. 

 Aug. 15-18: Wood-
stock, a  dairy farm north-
west of New York City hosts 
the world’s most famous 
music festival, attracts 
more than 400,000 peaceful 
(and perhaps spaced-out)  
people.
  

 

 

Th e Freeway Changed Everything  Sept. 17:  Round Hill 
Country Club in Alamo hosts 
Women’s L.P.G.A. Tournament

 Oct. 15: Massive demon-
strations against the Viet 
Nam war dominate TV news. 

 Nov. 10:  Sesame Street  
fi rst airs a children’s program 
featuring Jim Henson’s Muppets. 
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 Dec. 6: Th e Altamont 
Speedway Free Festival  
brings the Rolling Stones to 
the Tri-Valley. Hells Angels 
motorcyclists provide securi-
ty and considerable violence 
occurs, including a stab-
bing death, three accidental 
deaths. It was no Woodstock.

 1,770 acre Bishop 
Ranch is sold for $11 million 
to a mystery buyer. In 1970, 
the mystery buyer is revealed 
to be Western Electric.
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1964 cartoon, when the freeway was opened to Sycamore Valley Rd.


