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the Trinity Trumpet 

Welcome to  

Trinity Episcopal 

Church 

Bend, OR 

Trinity Hall 
469 NW Wall St 

St. Helens Hall 
231 NW Idaho Ave 

Services 

9 AM Sunday 
Adult Forum  

on Zoom 

10 AM Sunday 
on FaceBook  
and YouTube 

12 Noon Wednesday 
Noonday Prayers 

on YouTube 

Parish Office 

541-382-5542 
ministry@trinitybend.org 

jan@trinitybend.org 

www.TrinityBend.org 

The Parish Offices are 
closed due to the 

restrictions on social 
interactions due to the  
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Calls and emails are 
responded to as quickly as 

possible. Thank you. 

Trumpet Articles 
trumpet@trinitybend.org 

 May 2021  
This month, I want to offer an update on our response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
what lies ahead for us here at Trinity. But first, I want to say how grateful I am that we 
have Michael Curry as our Presiding Bishop. Especially in these current times. 
 
Many of us read his most recent book, Love Is the Way, during Lent this year. I’m 
grateful for the book and the conversations it sparked for us.  
 
But as much as anything, I’m simply grateful for Michael Curry’s urgent clarity that we 
have a calling in this life: to love God and our neighbors and, as he often emphasizes, 
“while you’re at it, love yourself!”  
 
That simple, clear message has been the guiding principle in how we’ve responded to 
the pandemic. Our actions have never been taken merely out of concern for ourselves. 
We have been mindful of the call to love our neighbors, to act in ways that show 
concern for neighbors even as we have been careful about our own wellbeing. 
 
Accordingly, back in March of 2020, we suspended in-person worship and meetings out 
of concern for our community and the wellbeing of our local healthcare system, not 
merely to keep our own members safe — though that, too, is a priority.  
 
The same clarity pertains to vaccinations, by the way. Speaking 
for myself, I know how good it felt to get vaccinated. I felt better 
protected, safer from an invisible threat. But to be clear, I didn’t 
get vaccinated merely because I was afraid for my own health.  
 
I believe we are called to get vaccinated — and to encourage 
others to do the same — to care for our neighbors. And it is an 
unloving decision, in my estimation, for some to decide NOT to 
get the jab because they think they’ll be okay. 
 
What’s next? 
Now that the vaccines are coming out — and especially now that everyone 16 years old 
and up is eligible — we begin to see a light at the end of the tunnel.  
 
And so I have begun some conversations within the congregation. I’ve met with the re-
opening task force set up by the Vestry last year, so that we might begin to prepare for 
what comes next. I’ve also consulted with the Vestry as part of our business, of course, 
as well as with others less formally within the wider congregation. I continue to talk 
with other clergy in Bend about their decisions and plans. 
 continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
 
All of our decisions are contingent on what we hear from our Bishop, Pat Bell. 
Since last summer, he has directed us not to meet in person for worship or 
other meetings. He has allowed that we could petition him for an exception to 
this prohibition, but that allowance (in my understanding) is primarily intended 
for smaller congregations in more rural parts of the Diocese. To date, neither 
the Vestry nor I have asked for an exception here at Trinity. 
 
We began to feel optimistic last month. Before Holy Week and Easter, local 
identified cases of COVID-19 were falling. Sadly, the most recent numbers have 
taken a different turn. 

It seems we were wise to hold off. And yet I remain optimistic, so I’m thinking 
about the future in terms of three facets of our parish life. 
 
Since March of 2020, the office doors have remained locked. Even as a few of 
us have been working here, we’ve limited access from the wider public. If 
numbers go down again — as I expect — we’ll likely unlock the doors during 
the week. Anyone entering will be asked to sanitize their hands and wear 
masks, but it would be good to remove the fortress mentality of our facilities. 
 
Small groups have not been allowed to meet at Trinity. But I have made a few 
exceptions, most importantly for a couple of our 12-step groups. I don’t think 
the policy will change anytime soon, but I may allow more exceptions for both 
church groups and outside groups. If participants of a small group have all 
been vaccinated and agree to abide by established norms of mask-wearing and 
social-distancing, let me know if you’d like to meet here. 
 
Worship is the biggest challenge. For lots of reasons, we’ll continue to offer a 
livestreaming version of the weekly liturgy on Sunday mornings through the 
whole of the summer. (And we’ll stream liturgies thereafter.) 
 
The question is whether we can add some in-person option before the fall. If 
COVID cases decline — and if our Bishop allows — I hope we might allow for 
some in-person gatherings this summer. We’d need to maintain good 
practices, probably including restrictions on singing and spoken responses, etc.  
We’d likely require reservations. I worry that the experience will feel less than 
satisfying. But maybe it will still feel very good to be back together in the same 
sacred space.  
 
I have no plans yet, but stay tuned. More to follow. 

Contact Us 
Jed Holdorph, Rector 
(541) 382-5542 
jed@trinitybend.org 
 

Your Vestry 
William (Bill) Carrington,  
Senior Warden 
(909) 969-4913 
SrWarden@trinitybend.org 

Paula Pyron, Junior Warden 
(503) 313-2396 
ppyron@cpkinder.com 

Suzanne Brady 
(615) 739-0260 
suzanne.n.brady@gmail.com 

Todd Cary 
(541) 306-4832 
todd@aristesoftware.com 

Greg Hedger 
(602) 828-4285 
ghedger13@gmail.com 

Judi Inglis 
(541) 410-2362 
jginglis@bendbroadband.com 

Julie Lear 
(541) 306-0960 
julieann.lear40@gmail.com 
Barbara Reynolds 
(541) 719-1196 
barbaramrm23.5@outlook.com 

Carol Spongberg 
(360) 708-5801 
carol_spongberg@msn.com 

Arlene Ullman 
(503) 200-9502 
arleneullman@gmail.com 

Mark Williams 
(208) 241-4797 
mwaldensk@gmail.com 

Terri Rahmsdorff, Treasurer 
(541) 390-1097 
trahmsdorff@gmail.com 

Judy Warren, Clerk of the Vestry 
(541) 639-4111 
owlandcompass@gmail.com 
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Dear Beloved Friends,  

As we face another elevated round of COVID infections in Central Oregon, we ask you to think 
about two ways to help.  

First, care for yourself, your family and neighbors. Being part of this community also means getting 
your vaccination against COVID as soon as you are able to do so. Sign up online 
at www.centraloregoncovidvaccine.com. If you are unable to pre-register online, you can call (541) 
699-5109 for assistance.    

Second, care for our parish. Would you please reach out in our church community to someone else 
after your vaccination is complete? You can encourage each other by sharing your vaccination 
completion and two weeks after your final vaccination, you can consider physically saying hello to 
someone else in our parish who is similarly vaccinated. 

How? You could consider inviting someone who has also completed their vaccinations to join you 
and watch the service together. Perhaps as the weather warms, you could share a walk or cup of 
coffee outside. We don’t know when we will be able to get back together physically for worship at 
Trinity. We do know we can build our community and seek fellowship not only through our virtual 
worship services and online Zooms, but also safely sharing an in-person smile with another 
vaccinated parishioner.   

We look forward to staying in touch as we move forward into more hopeful times.  
 

Bill and Paula 

I was born and raised in Santa Paula a small town in Southern California in Ventura County. Before 
moving to Bend the only time I didn’t live in Ventura County was the three years we lived in San 
Diego, California while my husband was in the Navy. 

I worked in healthcare for many years. I started doing medical transcription and insurance billing 
and worked my way up to becoming an Office Manager for a multi specialty group. When I retired I 
was working for Ventura County Hospital as a supervisor for the private insurance billing. 

After the Navy and a few different jobs my husband, Guy, joined the Ventura County Sheriff’s 
Department and retired as a Captain in 1994.  After his retirement from the Sheriff Department he 
got his real estate license and kept busy with that until we moved to Bend. 

We decided to settle in Bend  in 2002 after retirement because our oldest son and his family had moved here and after 
visiting them we fell in love with area.  I heard from a family member that others in the family thought we would only 
last about three years because of the winters but we proved them wrong.  The winters aren’t so bad if you’re retired 
and don’t have to go out if you don’t want to. 

I lost Guy five years ago after a 14 year battle with cancer. We had been married fifty five years. 

I have three sons, five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.  We are pretty spread out over Oregon, California 
and Ohio.  This last year has been tough not being to visit with the family but now that we are getting vaccinated and 
things are starting to open up I plan on doing some traveling. 

I love to travel and had to cancel several trips last year but as soon as it is safe I hope to get moving again. 

I miss my Trinity family and look forward to the time when we can all attend Church together in person.  

 Get to know your Vestry Judi Inglis 

 Warden’s Corner Bill Carrington & Paula Pyron 

http://www.centraloregoncovidvaccine.com/
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The conversation continues. Marianne Borg will 
continue the conversation about Christianity in and for 
the 21st century in a zoom gathering Saturday, May 
8th, from 9:30-11 am.  
 
In April, the conversation drew from the work of Jack 
Caputo to revision the cross and the resurrection, 
emblematic images of Christianity.  
 
In May,  Jack Caputo will be the special guest. Marianne Borg writes: “I consider Jack the Dr. Fauci of the radical 
theology world. He knows all about it. And then some.” 
 
If that intrigues you, go to the Marcus J. Borg Foundation website for an announcement and to sign up for email 
notifications. These conversations are free but an RSVP is required.  
 
 

A FOREIGN FILM MADE IN THE US 
 
When I asked our viewers in March what kind of movie they wanted 
next, about half of them voted for "old American" and about half 
voted for "foreign."  So what better than a foreign-language film 
made in America?   
 

The Second Sunday Cinema film for May is 
Tevye (1939), a Yiddish film based on the stories 
of Sholem Aleichem about Tevye the 
Dairyman.  It focuses on the same stories later 
turned into the musical, Fiddler on the Roof.  It 
was the first foreign-language film selected for 
preservation in the National Film Registry.  This  
version of the stories was made in part as a response to the attack on European Jewry. 
 

The film will be streamed by me, Kake, at 4:00 pm on Sunday, May 9.  The discussion will start at 6:00.  If you are not 
as yet on the Second Sunday Cinema List, please email me at kakehuck@yahoo.com. 
 
 

The Trinity Women’s Group continues its monthly gatherings on Zoom on the third Thursday of each 
month. The May meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 20th, starting at 6 pm. 
 
All women of Trinity are invited to join us for conversation and discussion of upcoming plans. 

 Second Sunday Cinema — Sunday, May 9th Kake Huck 

 Second Saturday Conversations — Saturday, May 8th  

 Trinity Women’s Group — Thursday, May 20th Jane Davis 

mailto:kakehuck@yahoo.com
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Look. We are doing a new thing!  
 
Kids Inspired Do Succeed (KIDS) Formerly Cove/COPY 
After 14 years of raising money to send kids to camp in Cove, we have 
expanded the scope of our ministry.  Last summer when camp was 
closed due to the pandemic, we decided to provide individualized 
activities for children served by our partner programs.  The kids and 
their mentors loved it!   
 
We decided to continue providing individualized activities AND to send 
kids to camp in Cove.  We knew we were making a bold expansion. Fr. 
Jed and others suggested that we needed to have a new name to 
reflect our broadened mission.  How hard could that be? 

 
First we decided to create vision and mission statements.  When I sent out draft #108, I was asked whether that was 
the real number of drafts.  I replied, the number was really much higher.  Here's what we came up with: 
 
MISSION STATEMENT  
We seek to inspire children to expand their horizons by leveraging funds with partner agencies to provide meaningful 
adventures 
 
VISION STATEMENT   
We see a community in which all children are actively encouraged to reach their full potential. 
 
Next we needed that new name.  After narrowing the field down to seven names, I sent a note to our team asking each 
to send me their first choice. I hoped for a clear consensus. After I got the first 5 responses, I knew I was in trouble. 
None of the 5 picked the same name.  Worse, the name I would have chosen wasn't among the 5 the team had 
selected. 
 
Things won't get easier from here. We now anticipate sending 70 kids to camp this summer — far more than we've 
ever sent.  We want to continue with the individualized activities for kids who won't be going to camp. Our estimate is 
that we will need to raise about $70,000.  That's almost double our best year previously. WOW! 
 
I must admit that at times I wondered whether it was worth all the effort. Then I went back and read the thank you 
notes from the kids and their mentors. That made it clear. We had the right vision and mission. We must go forward!  
We've got to continue to inspire these kids so that they can succeed! 
 
Obviously, we need your continued financial support. We promise to provide a good home for unexpected stimulus 
money or any other funds. By clicking the button you will be directed to Trinity's Donate option. Please indicate “KIDS” 
when you do so. 
 
If you are wondering whether we're making a difference, do what I did, look at a small sample of our thank you notes. 
 
Continued blessings! 
 

Terry Rahmsdorff  

and Trinity members of the KIDS team  Marie, Celine, Chuck & Todd 

 KIDS (Formerly Cove/COPY) Terry Rahmsdorff 
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Ascension School summer camp is coming this summer, and 
we are excited about returning to this great tradition for our 
kids. Camp is open for children entering the 3rd grade through 
those in high school. The camp is located in beautiful Cove, 
Oregon at the base of the Wallowa Mountains. There are 
stunning hikes, great swimming holes, and many outdoor 
activities as well as the traditional arts and crafts. The camp 
also features wonderful meals. This is a good opportunity, as 
well, for your kids to meet others from Central Oregon.  
 

Camp Dates 
 
Beginners Camp (entering grades 3-5)  

  July 25 @ 3 pm—July 29 @ 12 pm 
 
Combined Camp (entering grades 4-6)  

  June 27 @ 3 pm—July 2 @ 9 am 
 
Junior High Camp (entering grades 7-9)  

  August 1 @ 3 pm—August 6 @ 9 am 
 
Senior High Camp (entering grades 10-13)  

  July 11 @ 3 pm—July 17 @ 9 am 

 
“As a parent of two boys, who went to camp every year, I can honestly say that Ascension School was one of their most 
memorable summer experiences growing up.” 
 
Please contact Gaye Lawson @ glawson@bendcable.com for more information about this wonderful opportunity. 

 

Sunday Forum: May 2 @ 9 am 

Amy Jayne, Executive Director of Ascension School, will be our special guest at the weekly forum on Sunday, May 2. 

Join us on Zoom that day to hear more about the challenges and opportunities of camp this year! 

 
 

We recently learned that Maggie Botts, a former long-time member of Trinity, died recently after an extended illness. 
She was at home with her husband and family.  
 
Maggie and her husband Ron Sr. have a connection to Trinity that goes back over 20 years. Ron Sr. was one of the 
founders  and driving forces of Family Kitchen.  
 
If you would like to send a note the address is: 

 
Ron Botts Sr. 
1285 NW Austin Ct.  
Bend OR 97703 

 

 

 Summer Camp News—There will be camp this year! Gaye Lawson 

 Maggie Botts 

mailto:glawson@bendcable.com
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Where to begin? The last couple months have been some of the most troubling we have 
experienced while working on the Condega Project.  At one point it appeared our work in 
Condega might have to come to an end.  Let me explain. 
 
Several years ago Nola Nackerud, our staff person in Condega, applied for Nicaraguan 
citizenship.  Recently a team of immigration authorities came to interview her.  When asked 
about her income, she explained she worked for the Bend Sister City program. 
 
Thinking she was going to continue progress toward her citizenship Nola was summoned to 
Managua to meet with government officials.   
 
Her interview was in fact about her employment with the Sister City.  They concluded that the Sister City program 
would have to register with the Nicaraguan government.  This would have required money we did not have and the 
likely end of our work in Condega. 
 
As a last ditch effort Nola asked to meet with the Mayor of Condega, Jairo Acree Aviles.  Much to her surprise Jairo 
said, “no problem”.  We could deposit our funds with the City of Condega and avoid having to register with the 
Nicaraguan government.   
 
Over the years we have had great success taking care of the money spent in Condega.  Out of over $300,000 the 
church has spent in Condega we have only lost track of a couple thousand.  For a third world country this is a pretty 
good track record. 
 
We have always channeled our money through Nola to our projects.  Working through the city of Condega is a new 
untested venture.  There is the potential for misappropriation.  All the money for this year has already been sent to 
Nola so the real test begins next year. 
 

Here is our plan.  Traditionally school uniforms are the first project we fund each year.  
Generally we spend around $6,500 for uniforms.  The uniforms are distributed before we 
visit Condega and we pay the bill when we arrive.  Next year we will send the money to the 
City of Condega prior to our visit and see if Nola has any problem accessing these funds.  If it 
works smoothly we will be able to plan new projects for 2022.  If there are problems we will 
address them while in Condega. 

 

May Birthdays 

 Condega Update Rick Negus 

2 Brian Douglass 9 Mary Beth Mergenthaler 21 Phoebe DeGree 27 Nicholas Rial 

2 Peter Knobel 9 Sandy Negus 22 Marie Gibson 28 Terry Rahmsdorff 

3 Elin Milazzo 10 Genie McBurnett 24 Jed Holdorph 30 Rick Negus 

6 Ken Wellman 15 Margaret Ann Cole 24 Ellen Schweppe 31 Sandra Pospisil 

7 Alice Selder 19 Mark Lane 25 Mona Key  

7 Chase Osborne 19 Jack Peterson 26 Evelyn Poole  

9 Carson Mergenthaler 20 Judith Warren 27 Christian Clark  
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 Trinity Episcopal Church 

469 NW Wall Street 

Bend, Oregon 97703 

 

Return Service Requested 

 Join us online for formation and fellowship,  

for gatherings and worship @ Trinity. 

 

 Sunday mornings:  9 AM Adult Forum on Zoom 

  10 AM Holy Eucharist on Facebook and YouTube 

  11:15 AM Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 

Tuesdays: 4 PM Prayers in the Evening on Zoom 

 

Wednesdays: 9 AM Sermon Reflections on Zoom  

  12 noon Noonday Prayers on YouTube 

 

Fridays:  4 PM Social Hour On Zoom 

 

 


