
Strengths 

My teaching strengths include a friendly and upbeat demeanor which creates a positive 

classroom atmosphere and builds learners’ confidence. In TP 4, the learners completed a fairly 

difficult listening activity with great success. In feedback, my tutor, Simon, said that my 

“can-do” attitude was key in motivating students and giving them confidence to attempt and 

succeed at a challenging task. Both Simon and I gave me an above standard rating in criterion 

1d, building rapport and engaging students, in my stage two progress report. 

Because of the rapport I build with students, I am able to sensitively correct errors in a 

positive way which encourages learners’ language skills development and discourages anxiety or 

shame over mistakes. In TP 7, Sue, a fellow CELTA candidate, complimented me on my first 

round of feedback for a speaking task. She said that the group error correction stage was 

engaging, collaborative, and that the students really took note and applied the corrections in their 

second speaking task. Simon also rated me above standard in this criterion (2b) in the stage two 

report. 

Another strength, which I think is one of the most important for continued growth as a 

teacher is the ability to critique my own performance in a fair and meaningful way. Simon also 

rated this skill (criterion 5m) as above standard in my stage two report. My self-evaluations often 

match my tutor’s. For example, in TP 7 both my tutor and I identified time management and 

wordy instructions in our evaluations and in TP 5 Simon and I both suggested switching the 

order of my activities and beginning with a gap fill.  

Observations and their effects 

In all the observations, but particularly my live observation with Joe and observations of 

fellow candidates, I saw just how essential and effective pair and small group work is. Joe’s class 
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was a group of monolingual Japanese learners who were extremely shy. When Joe had them 

work in small groups and pairs, they were so much more willing to speak, especially for his final 

activity, riddle speculation. After speculating in pairs, Joe was able to get responses from the 

whole class, albeit still with hesitation. I will definitely make extensive use of pairwork in my 

future lessons and work to integrate more small group work.  

After watching the test-teach-test technique on video, and attempting it on my own in TP 

6, I definitely want to use and perfect this technique in the future. In the DVD lesson, it was 

highly effective because the teacher, Catherine, monitored students after the initial handout (test) 

then responded to the gaps she saw in monitoring in her teach phase. For example, since the class 

seemed to have a good understanding of meaning early on, she spent most of her teach stage on 

pronunciation, at which they were less successful. In the future, I would like to develop my skill 

with this technique to make efficient use of class time. I also think it is a useful technique for 

reminding teachers how useful it can be to make positive assumptions about students’ abilities. 

Simon’s more silent style of using hand gestures, expressions, and sometimes just silence 

to elicit student responses is a successful technique because it requires learners to think critically 

and learn through cognition, which helps learners remember the target language. For future 

teaching, I want to take Simon’s perspective and patience and apply it not just to teaching 

specific language points, but to all stages of the lesson because, even if you cover less material, 

what you do cover is more likely to be remembered and students remain at the center of language 

production. 

Development needs 

A major area for development is my pronunciation work and drilling. To improve these 

areas, I need to 1. I need to learn the phonemic chart inside and out so that I am able to use 
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phonetic transcription comfortably in the classroom and 2. Become more comfortable and 

effective in leading oral drilling in the classroom. Particularly, I  need more of it, more often, 

with more active listening to students. To help me learn the phonemic chart, I need to just study 

it like I would any other written language, with lots of flashcards, lots of memorization, and 

translations. To make my in-class drilling better, I will observe experienced teachers, mostly 

through YouTube videos, add more time and detail to pronunciation stages in my lesson plans, 

and then keep practicing it every chance I get in the classroom. 

Another area of development is my time management. I usually go over time and lose a 

portion of the last stage of my lesson plan. To mitigate this, I will time my lessons with a 

stopwatch, add more time for stages into my lesson plans, and stick to the timings on my plan. In 

the long term,  I will keep records of how long certain activities take as I use them in the 

classroom to better estimate how long activities usually take and to recognize which activities 

have more flexible timings. 

I would also like to continue cutting my teacher talking time. Over the CELTA course, 

my TTT has declined, in no small part due to the course’s focus on efficient instruction-giving. I 

will write my ICQs into my lesson plans for more complicated, multi-stage activities and include 

instruction-giving stages in my lesson plans, which will also help me meet my time-management 

goals. When teaching certain language points, I will also take Simon’s advice to not give 

students the “answers” when teaching language points (eg. filling in the form section for present 

perfect on the board  and encouraging students to teach each other. 
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