
“Nollywood Dreams” is an authentic and engaging text for intermediate learners. 

Although its length may appear challenging to learners, its tight structure makes it a manageable 

text. The article is a useful model for student writing, especially at the intermediate level where 

learners move towards more structured and informational writing. It introduces broader topics 

such as digital piracy and the role of cinema in constructing cultural identity which, while 

excellent extension topics for advanced learners, are too nuanced for the language skills of 

pre-intermediate learners. This text is appropriate for my current TP group, a multilingual group 

of upper-intermediate learners.  

The following lesson plan is for a multilingual group of intermediate learners. It trains 

reading flexibility and practices the essential literacy skills of skimming, scanning, and intensive 

reading required for reading most English texts.  

Pre-Reading Vocabulary: 

plot (n.) 

Although “plot” only appears once, universally recurring plot elements is a feature of Nollywood 

films and deviation from these elements shows a shift in Nollywood at the end of the article. 

Command of  “plot” would serve students well when describing cinema in the extension. 

profit (n.) Related forms: profits (n.), profitable (adj.) 

“Profit” or a variant appears three times in the article. The word first appears at the end of the 

first paragraph and occurs again twice in the last paragraph. In each case there is little context to 

determine meaning. The main idea of the text, that Nollywood is at a crossroads, assumes the 

reader recognizes the implicit links between low-budgets, illegal copying, and profitability. 
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budget (n.) Related forms: low-budget (adj.), low budgets (n.) 

“Budget” appears three times. While the article implicitly describes the hallmarks of low-budget 

films, without an understanding of the word “budget,” students may have difficulty 

understanding the effects of low-budget filmmaking and how they relate to the profitability of 

Nollywood. 

Lead-In 

Students work in pairs to discuss their own movie preferences.Personalized questions engage 

students by relating the text topic to their own experiences (Nunan, 235). Discussion questions 

include: What kind of movies do you watch? Why? How do you watch movies?  

Pre-Reading 

Using only the photograph, title, and blurb in the top half of the page, learners work in pairs to 

predict the content of the article. Prediction is a highly effective method of introducing texts 

while training students in how to use all the features of an article, including photographs, titles, 

and captions (Adapted from Scrivener, 267). 

Skimming 

Skimming is a skill in which readers quickly read through the text to understand its global 

meaning. It is not crucial that learners read every word (British Council, Skimming, 2006). 

Skimming “Nollywood Dreams” mimics authentic scenarios such as reading a magazine article 

or a book jacket in which we read for general gist rather than deep meaning or specific 

information (Grellet, 19). To practice skimming, learners will test the predictions made in the 

lead-in. They will have thirty seconds to determine the main topic(s) of the article from a list of: 

cinema, Hollywood, Nigeria, government, crime, and education (or other topics generated in the 
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pre-reading activity). The correct topics are “cinema” and “Nigeria.” While “crime” and 

“Hollywood” do appear in the article, they are not the main focus, and therefore, irrelevant for 

gist, which requires students to read for overall meaning and not specific detail. Students will 

review their choices in pairs but cannot reread the text (adapted from Nuttall, 50). 

Scanning 

“Scanning” describes the technique of reading a text very quickly for specific information, 

finding where that information is, then reading only the immediately surrounding context, eg. 

finding specific bus route on a timetable or vegetarian options on a menu (British Council, 

Scanning, 2006). 

The teacher will give students a handout with the following questions and set a time limit of 

thirty seconds. A demanding time limit forces students to move their eyes rapidly across the page 

searching for keywords from the following questions. Once located, students will then have to 

read the immediately surrounding context to determine the correct answer. Seeking followed by 

localized reading is known as scanning. Questions: How many films does Nollywood make per 

year? [1,500]; How much money does Nollywood generate per year? [$7 billion]; How long is a 

Nollywood film production period? [10 days]; How many movie theaters are there in Nigeria? 

[30];  Who is Lancelot Oduwa Imasuen? [a Nollywood director]; What’s the title of Imasuen’s 

most recent film? [Invasion 1897].  

Intensive Reading 

Intensive reading is a careful reading for detailed meaning and deep understanding of a text 

(British Council, Intensive Reading, 2008). The following True/False activity requires students 

to read the entire text closely for detail and reference the text to justify their responses. Some 
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questions rely on inference based on multiple portions of the text, which can only be drawn 

through deep understanding of the article. 

Students will complete a True/False activity.  Students must justify each response by citing the 

paragraph(s) where they found the information. If false, students will also correct the statement. 

This ensures that students read for deep understanding of the content.  

Nollywood is the second-largest film industry in the world. [T, paragraph 1] 

Nollywood films have high budgets. [F, low budgets, paragraphs 1 & 2] 

Low-budgets are always good for Nollywood [F. sometimes, paragraphs 2 and 3 for pros/cons] 

Few Nollywood films include magic and crime. [F, typical, many 3] 

Most Nollywood movies are seen in cinemas. [F, aren’t usually/on DVD, paragraph 4] 

Illegal copying is a major problem in Nigeria. [T, paragraph 4] 

Invasion 1897 was an unsuccessful film. [F, successful, paragraph 5] 

Speaking Extension  

This speaking extension returns to personalized questions and production. A productive task 

after a receptive skills makes what they have read immediately relevant to their own lives. The 

teacher’s role is to encourage discussion and offer feedback on oral fluency while students 

remain focused on communication. Students work in pairs to discuss then the summarize 

findings: What kinds of movies are popular in your home country? Why do you think they’re 

popular?  
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