
Summer is an important time for students to keep reading and 

improve their literacy skills.  All students entering the 4
th
 grade at Trinity 

Lutheran School are required to read one novel and complete a project that 

coincides with the story.  

Students must select one book from the list attached and complete 

the project accordingly.  The project will be due in school on Friday, 

September 18
th
.  This will count as a graded reading assignment.

The books on the list can be obtained from local libraries or are 

available for purchase at a nominal cost on Amazon.  Parents of struggling 

readers should assist their child in reading the book so that they understand 

it and can work on the project independently.

I’m looking forward to continuing to help your child grow in their love 

of reading during the 2020-2021 school year.

Have a wonderful summer!

Blessings,

Mrs. Sanders

4
th
 Grade Teacher

Trinity Lutheran School



Circle of Doom
by: Tim Kennemore 

Perfect for: Kids who like humor stories.

A fantastically funny concoction. One day, Lizzie Sharp decides to concoct a 
potion to cast a spell on her family's only neighbors, the unbearable, ancient 
Potwards. The very next day, Mrs. Potward breaks her hip and the couple 
disappear forever. It could be just a coincidence, but Lizzie is convinced of her 
own magical powers, and the temptation to involve both her younger brothers in 
her ambitious spellmaking plans is irresistible. As one potion leads to another, all 
three Sharp children become ridiculously entangled in a web of secrets, 
conspiracies, and misunderstandings. Readers will love being part of the 
hilarious magic at work in Tim Kennemore's spellbinding new novel.

Keeping Score
by: Linda Sue Park 

Perfect for: Kids who like historical fiction.

Both Maggie Fortini and her brother, Joey-Mick, were named for baseball great 
Joe DiMaggio. Unlike Joey-Mick, Maggie doesn't play baseball—but at almost 
ten years old, she is a dyed-in-the-wool fan of the Brooklyn Dodgers. Maggie can 
recite all the players' statistics and understands the subtleties of the game. 
Unfortunately, Jim Maine is a Giants fan, but it's Jim who teaches Maggie the fine 
art of scoring a baseball game. Not only can she revisit every play of every 
inning, but by keeping score she feels she's more than just a fan: she's helping 
her team. Jim is drafted into the army and sent to Korea, and although Maggie 
writes to him often, his silence is just one of a string of disappointments—being a 
Brooklyn Dodgers fan in the early 1950s meant season after season of near 
misses and year after year of dashed hopes. But Maggie goes on trying to help 
the Dodgers, and when she finds out that Jim needs help, too, she's determined 
to provide it. Against a background of major league baseball and the Korean War 
on the home front, Maggie looks for, and finds, a way to make a difference.
Even those readers who think they don't care about baseball will be drawn into 
the world of the true and ardent fan. Linda Sue Park's captivating story will, of 
course, delight those who are already keeping score.

Shiloh
by: Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 



Perfect for: Kids who like classic stories.

When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his home, 
it's love at first sight—and also big trouble. It turns out the dog, which Marty 
names Shiloh, belongs to Judd Travers who drinks too much and has a 
gun—and abuses his dogs. So when Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty, Marty 
just has to hide him and protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret becomes too 
big for him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd's anger. 
How far will Marty have to go to make Shiloh his? 

The Misadventures of Maude March
by: Audrey Couloumbis 

Perfect for: Kids who like adventure stories.

Eleven-year-old Sallie March is a whip-smart tomboy and voracious reader of 
Western adventure novels. When she and her sister Maude escape their self-
serving guardians for the wilds of the frontier, they begin an adventure the likes 
of which Sallie has only read about. This time however, the "wanted woman" isn't 
a dime-novel villian, it's Sallie's very own sister! What follows is not the lies the 
papers printed, but the honest-to-goodness truth of how two sisters went from 
being orphans to being outlaws—and lived to tell the tale! 

Lunch Money
by: Andrew Clements

Perfect for: Kids who like realism.

Greg Kenton has always had a natural talent for making money -- despite the 
annoying rivalry of his neighbor Maura Shaw. Then, just before sixth grade, Greg 
makes a discovery: Almost every kid at school has an extra quarter or two to 
spend almost every day. 
Multiply a few quarters by a few hundred kids, and for Greg, school suddenly 
looks like a giant piggy bank. All he needs is the right hammer to crack it open. 
Candy and gum? Little toys? Sure, kids would love to buy stuff like that at school. 
But would teachers and the principal permit it? Not likely. 
But how about comic books? Comic books might work. Especially the chunky 
little ones that Greg writes and illustrates himself. Because everybody knows that 
school always encourages reading and writing and creativity and individual 
initiative, right? 
In this funny and timely novel, Andrew Clements again holds up a mirror to real 
life, and invites young readers to think about money, school, friendship, and what 
it means to be a success.



Half-Moon Investigations
By:  Eoin Colfer

Perfect for: Kids who like mysteries.

Fletcher Moon has never been like other kids. For one thing, he has had to suffer 
the humiliating nickname "Half Moon" because of his short stature. But the real 
reason Fletcher is different is that ever since he was a baby, he's had a nose for 
sniffing out mysteries. And after graduating at the top of his Internet class, he is 
officially certified as the youngest detective in the world. He even has a silver-
plated detective's badge to prove it. Everything is going along fine until two things 
happen: a classmate hires him to solve a crime, and his prized badge is stolen. 
All signs point to the town's most notorious crime family, the Sharkeys.

As Fletcher follows the clues, evidence of a conspiracy begins to emerge. But 
before he can crack the case, Fletcher finds himself framed for a serious crime. 
To clear his name, he will have to pair up with the unlikeliest of allies and go on 
the run from the authorities. Fletcher has twelve hours to find the guilty party--or 
he is the guilty party.

Entering 4
th
 Grade Summer Required Reading Project:

This is the document you will use to prove you have read your novel.  This 

min-project has five parts.  All of the activities must be completed.

Student Name: ______________________________________

Book Title: _________________________________________

Author: ___________________________________________



Setting

The setting is the time and place of the story.  Include information about 

the year, time of day, season, etc.  The place is the location such as a 

country, a building, a neighborhood, etc.

Time:  ___________________________________________________

Place:  ____________________________________________________

Draw a picture illustrating your setting.  Your illustration should be colored.  

Use the space below for your illustration.

Character

Name three major characters and describe their role in the novel.

Character One: ____________________________________________



Role in story: ______________________________________________

Character Two: _____________________________________________

Role in story: _______________________________________________

Character Three: ___________________________________________

Role in story: _______________________________________________

Conflict

Describe one conflict (problem) in the story.  Include if and how the conflict 

is resolved.

Summary



Write a summary of two of your favorite chapters.  Each summary paragraph 

should have at least five sentences.  If the chapters are not named or 

numbered, provide the page numbers.

Chapter ________

Summary:

Chapter ________

Summary:

Connections

Did something in the story remind you of something in your own life, another 

book, or the world?  Share your connection in a short paragraph.  Your 

paragraph should be 5-7 sentences.

The part of the story when ____________________________________



reminds me of ______________________________________________

Rating

Would you recommend this book to a friend?  Rate the book using 1-5 stars, 

with 5 meaning you really liked the book.

Draw the number of stars:  __________________________________

Give the reason for your rating:  _____________________________
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