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Christmas came early with the announcement of Finisar, in 
partnership with Apple, Inc., who will be moving into the former 
MEMC facility on the south side of Sherman. Announcing 500 
primary jobs and a $150 million investment, Finisar will produce 
vertical-cavity surface-emitting lasers (VCSELs) for Apple, Inc. 
products like Face ID and Animoji. The company received a $380 
million grant from Apple to support the VCSELs production. 
Finisar-Sherman is expected to open this summer. 

On December 18th, SEDCO Board Chairman John Sild and 
SEDCO President John Plotnik presented the quarterly report to 
the Sherman City Council. 

The staff met with the new Sherman City Council Members Daron 
Holland and Josh Stevenson to brief them on SEDCO’s activities. 
We also had an introduction meeting with Austin College 
President Steven O’Day. 

John Plotnik attended an end of year meeting with key site 
selectors and consultants in Dallas and was invited to discuss 
SEDCO’s activities and advantages regarding new company 
locations. 

SEDCO entertained four site tours and responded to two new 
requests for proposals from companies interested in locations 
within North Texas. 

approx. 
2,895

Operations & 
business recruitment

Incentives & Compliance
On December 12th, the SEDCO Board of Directors approved an Economic Development 
Performance Agreement with Robit USA, LLC, a drill bit manufacturer. The agreement 

states that Robit will staff six additional full-time employees at its 2720 Fallon Drive facility, 
and SEDCO will provide a $30,000 incentive upon proof that the conditions have been met.



In the past month, we have visited with key leadership from the following Sherman companies: 
Eaton, Nature’s Source/Ball DPF, Omega Industries, Robit USA, LLC, Synergy Windows and Doors, LLC. 

We hosted an Industrial Maintenance Technician (IMT) End of Semester Celebration. Our five students 
have successfully completed the first five classes of the program, and we invited their mentors and the 
company sponsor to the classroom for lunch to celebrate their success. Everyone received an IMT shirt, 
and the students received IMT jackets. 

On January 18th, we will present the IMT program to the juniors in the career pathways that compliment 
this program. Representatives from Grayson College and the sponsoring industries, the current 
students and even some of the mentors will join us. 

Approximately 400 Sherman eighth graders and more than 170 Denison eighth graders will tour the 
Sherman industries in January and February. 

On September 25th, the Texas Workforce Commission presented the Advanced Manufacturing Program 
(AMP) with the $100,000 match for the Texas Industry Partnership grant. The program pledged to raise 
$200,000 from our industry partners. On December 12th, Progress Rail joined the industry partners with 
a $10,000 contribution. This donation brings the total raised to $145,000. These funds will go towards the 
purchase of AMP equipment. 

The AMP commercial has been on the Cinemark screens since the middle of December and will air for 
two weeks beginning January 18th on KXII, KTEN and local radio stations. In addition, the Herald 
Democrat will have print and digital ads. 

BusinessRetention&Expansion



final thoughts COMMUNITY 

ACTIVITIES

The SEDCO staff attended the following 
events & meetings: 

AMP Manufacturing Consortium Meeting 
City Council Meeting 
Coffee with the Mayor 

CTE Advisory Board Meeting 
Finisar & SEDCO Press Event 

Grayson County Commissioners Meeting 
Chamber Events Committee Meeting 

SISD School Board Meeting
Tax Reinvestment Committee Meeting 

As we enter the New Year we are looking 
forward to many more great 

announcements. Not only new and 
expanding companies but new 

developments in housing, which along with 
skilled labor, will continue to be a need 

within our region. As the saying goes, “If 
you build it, they will come.” Pause a 

moment and think about what our 
leadership, both public and private, is 
accomplishing. Think about how many 

people are being positively affected with 
these new jobs. Our great city is changing 
hundreds of lives for the better for many, 

many years to come. Yes, if we build it and 
get the word out that Sherman has great 

paying positions, then they will come. With 
them will bring economic development as 
those new citizens purchase goods and 

services, homes, and contribute to our tax 
base. Getting the word out that Sherman 
has jobs available is our next marketing 
effort. Look for an announcement toward 

the end of this month on how SEDCO plans 
to accomplish this. From all of us at 
SEDCO, HAPPY NEW YEAR and 
BLESSINGS for you and yours. 

 
John J. Plotnik, SIOR, CEcD, President 
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Contact Us

SUITE 102

307 W. WASHINGTON 

Address

903.868.2566
Phone

sedco.org 
ProgressParks.com 
ShermanSites.com

SHERMAN, TX 75090


