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Operations & 
Administration

2017 is seeing a significant increase in interest, not only in 

expansions of jobs and investments from our existing primary 

employers, but new companies who are looking for available 

sites within the North Texas/DFW region. Our marketing of 

Sherman will continue to target site selectors and consultants 

who represent firms interested in new locations and expansions. 

In addition, we will increase our activity in reaching out to those 

companies that seek the availability of water, low power costs, 

and a community in clean air attainment with available shovel 

ready sites. All of which the City of Sherman offers in abundance. 

In the next month, you’ll notice a fresh look to our website, 

SEDCO.org. In 2016, SEDCO underwent a full rebranding with a new 

logo and company colors. In addition to the “new look,” SEDCO.org 

was redesigned with site selectors, consultants, and target 

industries in mind. It features our available sites and 

incentives, provides current demographics and community 

contacts, highlights our existing industries, and markets 

Sherman’s greatest attributes on a local, regional, national and 

international level. 

Finally, special kudos to the Denison Development Alliance (DDA) 

for hosting an outstanding Economic Development Summit and 

discussing the many great things that are happening within our 

region. President Tony Kaai, the DDA Staff and Board did a great 

job in their presentations. 

19 
active 

projects

est. 
$947 million 
investments

approx. 

2,342 

new jobs



Career Connection 
Planning Committee 

 
Child & Family Guidance 
Center Board Meeting 

 
Coffee with the Mayor 

 
CWL Board Meeting 

 
DDA Annual Economic 
Development Summit 

 
Leadership Sherman 

 
Manufacturing Tours 
Planning Meeting 

 
Sherman Chamber Annual 

Awards Luncheon 
 

Sherman Rotary 
 

SISD School Board Meeting 
 

THRMA 
 

TWC Manufacturing 
Committee Meeting 

 
 community 

activities

This past month, we hosted two site visits from new 
companies interested in a possible location in Sherman. 

We would like to thank our private and public leadership 
that assists us during these visits and lends their expertise 

toward infrastructure and workforce questions. 
 

The 60,000 sq. ft. industrial building in Midway Industrial 
Park is estimated to be completed by the end of February. 

We mailed 120 flyers to the North Texas Society of 
Industrial and Office Realtors (SIOR) and sent an email
blast to 2,328 national SIOR members. This speculative 

building offers a 30’ clear height at the center and will be 
available for sale or lease. 

 
Stacey Jones visited Governor Greg Abbott’s Office of 
Economic Development & Tourism. This office provides 
information about projects interested in expanding or 

relocating to our area. She spoke to 11 team members from 
the Small Business, Finance, and Strategic Business 

Development departments about Sherman’s expanding 
city infrastructure, existing industries, and workforce 

programs. The team shared information about the 
programs available through the Governor’s Office to assist 

communities in growing their economy.   

SEDCO grants and incentives are instrumental in assisting our 
existing companies with the ability to compete, not only with their 

competitors but also to lower their operating cost, therefore 
winning business projects within their own firm that has other 

national plants. 
 

On January 24th, SEDCO presented GlobiTech with their final 
incentive payment of $450,000 towards their $18 Million capital 
investment in facility upgrades and the creation of 20 new jobs. 

 
On February 1st, 903 Brewers received a SEDCO Small Business 

Grant of $43,000 towards their $215,000 capital investment in a 
new canning line and a 30-barrel brew system. 

903 Brewers 
CertainTeed Corporation 
Christmas Designers 
Commissary Express 
Emerson Process 
Management–Fisher Controls 
Future Payment Technologies 
GlobiTech 
Panda Sherman Power 
Sunny Delight 
Tyson Fresh Meats 

Exist ing Industry Visits

BUSINESSRecruitment

incentives & compliance



CertainTeed
Company Spotlight

CertainTeed-Sherman is a major supporter of the Texoma Workforce Initiative, which is an effort to 
develop a talent pipeline of middle-skills workers for advanced manufacturing and healthcare 

occupations. CertainTeed’s support of this initiative includes visiting the area schools to 
educate the students on the opportunities available in manufacturing; hosting a Sherman 

teacher for a one-week externship in the summer during the Business Education for 
Teachers Program; assisting with the funding of tool kits for the initial class of the 

Advanced Manufacturing Program; and sponsoring one Sherman high school student 
this coming fall for the Industrial Maintenance Technology (IMT) Program.  

CertainTeed got its start in 1904 as a construction product group, primarily in roofing and then later 
expanded into insulation, fencing, sidings, gypsum, ceiling tiles and more. According to certainteed.com, 
the company was originally called the General Roofing Manufacturing Company, but in 1917 it changed to 
Certain-Teed from their slogan, “Quality made certain. Satisfaction Guaranteed.” The headquarters is 
located in Malvern, Pennsylvania, and the company is owned by Saint-Gobain, a global conglomerate 
based out of Paris, France. 

CertainTeed-Sherman established its insulation plant at 1400 FM 1417 in 2004 in what was formerly 
known as the Libbey-Owens-Ford (LOF) glass plant, and Plant Manager Christopher Craze said some of 
those LOF employees are still working in the CertainTeed plant today. 

The Sherman plant runs on one shift with 35 employees producing mechanical insulation for HVAC 
industrial grade products. The local facility not only produces insulation but is also a distribution center, 
distributing products from other CertainTeed plants to the south central states. Craze said they are 
growing and starting to offer new products, which they hope will create new jobs. CertainTeed products 
have been featured on HGTV and some can even be purchased right here in Sherman at ABC Supply Co., 
Inc.   

Since CertainTeed falls under the Saint-Gobain umbrella, the company is able to offer excellent benefits to 
its employees including health insurance, 401(k), paid holidays and vacation. Craze said the company is 
always looking for qualified employees.   



“The Texas Theater was billed as North Texas’s largest and 
finest theater, with a seating capacity of 1,000. It was not 
the first building in Sherman to show motion pictures, but 

it was the first building constructed as a movie theater 
and the acoustics were especially designed for talking 

films. By 1946, automobile registration in Grayson County 
totaled 14,691. ...By 1954, plans were finally underway for 

construction of the Mulberry Street Underpass, which 
would connect east Sherman with the main 

business section of town and take traffic 
under the existing railroad tracks.” 

-Linda Ashby, “Images of America: Sherman,” 2011 
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SEDCO sponsored a Sherman Safety Leaders Forum, hosted by Sunny
Delight, with the following key employers in attendance: Alpla, Ball

DPF/Nature’s Source, CertainTeed Corporation, Eaton, Emerson Process
Management – Fisher Controls, GlobiTech, Kaiser Aluminum, Mueller

Construction Company, Panda Sherman Power, Sunny Delight,
Texas Instruments and Washington Irons Works.

The Texoma Career Fair advertising paid off. There were 300 job seekers
in attendance. The participating companies collected 568 applications,

and to date, they have held 177 interviews. We received comments
similar to the one below from all of the participants:

“I would like to say this Career Fair was, by far, the best I have attended.
Everything from the advertising, to the people running the event, did a

great job. It lead to an awesome turn out and we would love to be a part
of it again.” – Bryana Watson, Capio Partners/AssetCare

Stacey Jones also attended the Texas Association of Workforce Boards
(TAWB) Workforce Day in Austin. This event brought together

workforce development board representatives and their partners in
raising awareness among the Texas Legislature of the vital role

workforce development plays in the Texas economy. Among the
schedule of events was a panel discussion that included Texas Economic

Development Council (TEDC) President & CEO, Carlton Schwab.

Our city leaders are investing in our future. This pro- 
active thinking is partly why we continue to see 

active growth within our fair city and outside 
interest. Next time you are slowed due to road

construction, think progress. When you meet a city 
leader, remember they are there because of their love 

for our city. So please be sure to thank them. 
-John J. Plotnik, SIOR, CEcD 

Business Retention & Expansion

follow sedco

FINAL 
THOUGHTS
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