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Operations &
Administration

Economic development refers to the enhancement of a
community and several other factors such as the improvement in

average earnings through the increase of good paying jobs.
Additionally, with the enhancement of the standard of living,

economic development creates increases in tax revenues to the
community which therefore brings about better public services.

Our great city of Sherman offers a number of very unique
advantages to those projects looking for new sites and

expansions. We are of the very few that can deliver unrestricted
water. We are in “attainment” with clean air by environmental

standards, and our city taxes, cost of electricity and available
property make us very desirable to those companies looking for

their next location in north Texas.

SEDCO’s FY 2016-2017 Program of Work and Budget were
approved by the SEDCO Board of Directors on August 8th and

Sherman’s City Council on September 15th.

18
active

projects

est.
$1 .8 billion

investments

2,282
jobs



Business Recruitment

Retention & Expansion

John Plotnik attended the North Texas Society of Industrial and Office
Realtors (SIOR) quarterly meeting to discuss advantages of relocating to
Sherman. These professionals typically only work industrial and office
projects which are our key targets for Sherman.

In August, John Sild, John Plotnik, and Stacey Jones visited BNSF Corporate
Headquarters in Fort Worth to tour the campus and discuss certified rail
sites.

This month, Frank Gadek attended the Industrial Asset Management
Council’s (IAMC) Professional Forum in Indiana, and John Plotnik attended
the SIOR Fall World Conference in New York.

Since our last report, we have visited with key leadership from the following
Sherman companies: Emerson/Fisher, Kaiser Aluminum, Mueller
Construction Company, Nature’s Source/Ball DPF, Sarah USA Cosmetics,
and Sunny Delight.

SEDCO hosted the first Sherman Manufacturing Career Fair in partnership
with the City of Sherman and Workforce Solutions Texoma. The following 11
companies participated: CertainTeed Corporation, Consolidated Container
Company, Douglass Distributing, EATON B-Line, Emerson/Fisher Controls,
GlobiTech, Mueller Construction Company, Presco Products, Royal Case
Company, Tyson Fresh Meats, and Washington Iron Works. We had 485
jobseekers.

We also held a Plant Manager’s Forum hosted by the team at Eaton B-Line
with the following key employers in attendance: Clay Precision, Mueller
Construction Company, Texas Instruments, and Washington Iron Works.



Nature’s Source’s key markets include specialty agriculture, nursery and greenhouse, retail, private labels, and turf.
The retail segment for the home gardener is sold in the independent garden center market and Amazon. The private
label segment includes companies such as Bonnie Plants, the largest single private label for Nature’s Source, sold in
all 48 contiguous states. Finch noted the largest growing segment over the past two years has been the specialty
agriculture segment which includes products that help grow organic fruits and vegetables. 

According to Finch, amino acids are driving their product’s
performance. “We’re healthier for a plant; we don’t burn a plant
like most fertilizers…,” said Finch. “We don’t have that leeching
aspect that most fertilizers have, so we’re heavily efficient in the
way the plant takes it up, so we use less.”

Although their products are distributed in almost all of North
America, Nature’s Source has about 20 employees including sales
staff spread out over the country. Finch said the company is very
efficient and nowhere near reaching their volume limitations, as
they are running about 40 percent capacity on only one shift.

The company is active in the community through Earth Day and
Manufacturing Day, but a unique contribution is their Texas
registered product 1-1-1. Nature’s Source is a zero waste
discharge facility, which means everything is reused or is put
back into the product. Finch said 1-1-1 includes at least one
percent nitrogen, one percent phosphorus, and one percent
potassium, and the product is given away to local farmers and
ranchers for free. “All they have to do is call us, and if we’ve got
it on hand we’ll give them what we have or what they are
willing to take,” Finch said. To learn more about Nature’s Source
and their plant food products, visit naturessourceplantfood.com. 

Just a few streets over from Sherman’s bustling downtown
square, you’ll find the pathogen, heavy metal, and GMO free
plant food production facility – Nature’s Source. 307 E. Mulberry
Street was formerly a Safeway grocery store until 1994 when
Ralph Daniels bought the property and retrofitted the facility for
Daniels Plant Food, a liquid fertilizer plant. Daniels developed
the technology to turn bi-product from seed processing into a
fertilizer, and General Manager Chance Finch said their
technology associated with extracting oil from oilseed is
patented. Daniels Plant Food was acquired in 2010 by Ball DPF,
LLC, the largest seed breeder of ornamental seeds in the world,
and rebranded to Nature’s Source.

Nature's
Source

Company Spotlight
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Autumn & Arts Festival

Child & Family Guidance Center Board 

Child & Family Guidance Center's 

Starfish Benefit

Coffee with the Mayor

Downtown Sherman’s Stroll on the Square

Flag Ceremony at Landmark Bank

Goodwill Ribbon Cutting

Home Instead Senior Care Career Fair

Leadership Sherman Meet & Greet

Leadership Sherman Orientation

Legislative Luncheon

Life Activated Forum

Open House for Congressman John Ratcliffe

Sherman Chamber Events Committee

Sherman ISD Citizens Advisory Committee

Sherman ISD New Teacher Luncheon

Sherman Rotary

Texoma Council of Governments Meeting

THRMA Meeting

TWC Manufacturing Committee

Workforce Solutions Texoma’s

20th Anniversary 

EVENTS
COMMUNITY

final thoughts

“Grayson County was named for Peter W.
Grayson, who served as attorney general of the
Texas Republic in 1836 and 1837.  He was also a
candidate for president of the Texas Republic in

1838. After Texas was annexed to the United
States in 1846, the Texas legislature created

Grayson County, naming it for the Texas patriot.”

-Courtesy of the Sherman Museum, excerpt from
“Images of America: Sherman” by Linda Ashby

I often think of the great leaders I have met
within our city and wonder as Sherman grows,
which of them will be in our history books. To

those that are leading us into the future, I believe
our history books may not have enough pages.

John J. Plotnik, SIOR, CEcD


