The Good News
Back to School, Back to
Church, Back to Life!
Yes, it is time to get back to
school! Kids will be going
back soon. Our school began
on Wednesday September 8.
We are back to the routine of
having kids in the building
again. It has been very quiet over the summer.
After the summer break, it will be good to have the
sounds of the children through the halls.
Yes, this is a good time to get back to church too!
Rally Sunday is coming up this Sunday September
12! If you have been reticent about coming back,
now is a good time to come as we begin our Sunday school in-person, in the classrooms! Coffee
Hour is back too! Instead of chatting outside after
worship, come into the cafeteria and have a treat
and a cup of coffee. We will be having the Multipurpose Room open also if you would like to extra
room to visit.
With the children back studying the Bible, don’t forget that you are invited to any of the Bible studies
that are offered throughout the week too. Be sure
and check the News and Notes in your bulletin for
all of the details on the classes.
What else is coming back? Our New Dimensions
Band will be playing out our 10:45am service on
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the second and fourth Sundays. With Rally Sunday
being the second Sunday of the month, they will be
playing in the late service! (It will have been 18
months since they last played in worship!)
Remember, we worship every Sunday morning at
9:00am and 10:45am. No need for calling in for
reservations, there is lots of room for everyone. No
masks either. If you are not fully vaccinated or
prefer to wear a mask, you are free to wear one.
With the goal of returning to as much a sense of
normalcy as possible to pre-Covid times, the following are some things to keep in mind for worship
and for Sunday school for the children.
For the Children’s Message, we have a couple of
options for parents. Your child may come forward
for the children’s message; we will have “Poly
Spots,” stars and squares for the children to sit on.
Your kids will recognize these as places where they
are supposed to sit. It is to help with social distancing. Or your child may sit in the center aisle
for the Children’s Message just outside of your
pew. That way, your child knows that this portion
of worship is just for them. Then as we have done
in the past, after the Children’s Message, your child
will be dismissed for their classroom. For Rally
Sunday, they will have activities in the gym and
you will find your child there after worship.
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More from Pastor Hopkins

As children are required to wear a mask in the classroom for school, we are asking the same that our children
be masked for Sunday school as well. This is also a request from our Sunday school staff. We want to make
sure that everyone is as safe as possible. Church Council supports this decision.
Something else we will resume during worship is collecting offerings by passing the plate. This will begin on
Rally Sunday.
Communion will be received at the Communion rail on the altar. We will be standing and not kneeling. Initially, we will begin by going every other cushion to have a little social distancing between those receiving
communion. We want to avoid being shoulder to shoulder as we would have been prior to the pandemic.
What is the goal behind this? Back to Life!
While the pandemic has caused us to change our routine, it is important to remember that it is not going to
stop us from worshipping our God and Savior. It is just a matter of what can we do to get back to a sense of
normalcy and being prudent and safe at the same time.
One thing that I want you to know, that if we need to adjust how we do things in worship or Sunday school
or Coffee Hour, we certainly will. We want to make sure you are as comfortable as possible while worshipping and visiting with your friends!
Remember during these times of uncertainty with different variants popping up and risks still out there, we
know that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever! We have a God who loves us so very
much. We have a God who sent His Son to save us from our sins and rose from the grave alive giving us
hope. Our time on this earth is but a brief moment compared to the time we will spend with our God in
heaven!
Therefore, we still have a life to live! While we are here on this earth, let us praise and give thanks to God.
Let us be…
Back to School!
Back to Church!
Back to Life!
Serving the Lord with you,

Pastor Hopkins

Confirmation
Details about dates for confirmation are still being firmed up at this time. The
confirmation calendar for it will be out soon after Labor Day. Tentatively, we
are looking to start on September 23. Classes will be in-person on Thursday
evenings at 7:00pm. Students may enter the building at the school entrance.
We will be asking that students wear their masks as they do for school. If
you have a sixth grader beginning this fall, please contact Mrs. Sue Mittler in
the church office at 516-931-2225, ext. 219 to make sure we have their name
and are registered. Please also provide us your cell number and email address for communicating dates and information.
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From the Deacon’s Bench

I imagine that many of us may remember a song by The Happenings in 1966 “See you in September.” The
song spoke of a couple being separated for the summer and the guy wishing the girl a good time, but also
urging her not to forget him and questioning if he will see her again in September or lose her to a summer
love.
Many of us have had the opportunity to enjoy summer vacations that took us away from Trinity. Perhaps we
have become lax in our worship routines and may have missed a Sunday or two.
Well, it’s September and Trinity is back in full swing with school, Sunday school and Bible studies once again
reopening. The slower pace of the summer and relaxing vacations are good things, a gift from our loving God
to allow us to be renewed both spiritually and physically.
Perhaps over the summer we have allowed our daily relationship with the Lord to lose some focus. Thank
God that He has not lost his focus on us. God tells us in Jeremiah “I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore, I have continued my faithfulness to you.” Jeremiah 31:3
Not only in September, but every day our Lord loves us with an everlasting love. May we be renewed and
reenergized in our relationship with our Lord. Let there be no doubt of us turning to a “summer love” but
rather, being renewed we look forward to new opportunities to be about the Lords work. So welcome back!

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere
Your Deacons:

Doug Brosky

Betsy Lazarek

Debbie Vergara

Anthony Cavaliere

Peg Ruhs

Lynn Waldeck

The Good News
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign News
As we near the end of the three-year capital campaign it has been a joy to see the results
of Honoring the Past, Serving the Present and Providing for the Future of Trinity’s Church
and School. Your prayers and support for the capital campaign have been so encouraging.
Your monetary support has enabled the maintenance and improvement of Trinity’s mission
and programs, grounds and buildings.
Summer work this year has included the repair of the sidewalk, cracks on the basketball
court and, with the aid of LuHi’s bucket truck, resealing of stained glass windows in the
east and west transoms. Replacing the remaining ceiling in the hallways is being scheduled
and the playground equipment area needs to be addressed.
We plan to celebrate the work of the three-year campaign this fall. Information with be announced shortly
regarding that celebration. The HSP Capital Campaign is so thankful for your generosity and dedication to
Trinity.
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From the Minister of Music
“Praise the Almighty! My Soul Adore Him” LSB 797
Johann Sebastian Bach often revised many of his earlier pieces attempting to make
them better. He wanted to give God his best and sometimes that meant he needed
to improve upon what he had previously written. Through the years, hymn writers,
poets and musicians have done the same thing with hymns. A good example of this
is the hymn Praise the Almighty! (LBW#797). This hymn has been altered and updated many times since its creation and it is a good illustration of how hymn texts
are living things, subject to change, revision, and yes, at times even improvement.

Praise the Almighty! is a wonderful paraphrase of Psalm 146. Johann D.
Herrnschmidt, (1675-1723) wrote the words for Praise the Almighty! in Halle, Germany, probably between 1698 and 1702. Originally Herrnschmidt’s German hymn
had eight stanzas. Early in the 20th century, six stanzas of the hymn were translated
into English by Alfred Ernest Richard Brauer, appearing in the Australian Lutheran
Hymnal in 1925, it was then revised for The Lutheran Hymnal (1941), the Lutheran
Book of Worship (1978) and finally, with its current 5 stanzas for our Lutheran Service Book (2006).
What has been created through the years from Herrnschmidt’s original hymn is a brilliant metrical paraphrase
of Psalm 146. (A good hymn study would be to compare the hymn text and the psalm side by side.) Psalm
146 not only speaks of praising God for as long as we have breath, but also puts an emphasis on what God
does for the lowly. It contrasts the people who trust in God, the creator of the universe, with rulers who trust
only in themselves and whose ways lead to ruin. The psalm speaks of a God who gives justice to the oppressed, food to the hungry, freedom to the captive, sight to the blind, strength to those who are beat down
and love to those who are righteous. Psalm 146 says the Lord cares for the stranger and supports the widow
and the orphan. The psalm encourages our praise because of what God has already done and continues to
do. Praise to the Almighty! is also a good example of a magnificent marriage of text and tune. The tune, dating from 1665 with no composer credited, is dance-like in character and heartily persuades us to praise the
Lord, even “all the day long.” The tune climaxes at just the right time, leading to its high point at the most
important word for praise, “Hallelujah.” In singing Praise the Almighty! we are praising our God who does so
many wondrous things. We are placing our trust not in mortal rulers, but in Jesus Christ, our Lord, our only
help and comfort. We are affirming with the whole creation and all the children of God, including the saints at
rest, that whatever comes to us in life, be it cancer or calamity, trials or tragedy, or finally even death itself,
we triumph still through the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is a message worth singing about. We will
sing this triumphant hymn of praise on September 5 as the hymn of the day. Join your praise with all of
creation.
Henry DeVries

Minister of Music

SUBMISSIONS
… for the Good News October 2021 Edition are due no
later than noon on Thursday, September 23! Thank you!
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When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the
widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving account. Our Lord praises the
seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the
abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usually
where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke
21:4).
“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing
back. She trusted that the Lord who made her and all creatures; who gave
her everything she had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from death,
and the power of the devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened
her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament; would continue to do this. He
would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because
that is the character of the God she had.
But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are
tempted to give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and
keeps us in the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we
need and desire. We give small gifts because we are not content with what God has already given.
We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons
of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.
So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide.
We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians
16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace
of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7)!
We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in
which we live, without care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the
faith, and without resources for the poor and needy.
In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. For love is the
fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor
(Matthew 22:34–40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.
Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your
10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through
your fingers to your neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church.
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – August 2021
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Dear Families and Friends,
Welcome to the new school year! We are all looking forward to the start of the K-8 classes on Wednesday,
September 8 and the start of the early childhood classes on Monday, September 13. Please continue to
check the school’s website for updates, the weekly calendar, and announcements. In addition, the “Trinity
Times” email will be sent each Monday, announcing upcoming events and school news. This “newsletter” is
also posted on the homepage of the school’s website each week.
This year, as with the last, we will strive to make school as normal and as safe for everyone as possible. We
will be maintaining many of our Covid protocols that we implemented last year. The “Covid Plan” can be
found on our school’s website and I encourage families to become familiar with the protocols. The challenges we faced last year, helped us learn many things about ourselves and each other. We learned how
to teach and learn, have fun, host special events and more, 6 feet apart or virtually. All of this was accomplished by working together and sharing ideas that demonstrated tremendous creativity and ingenuity. We
learned to be more flexible, more forgiving, and most importantly, that God is our refuge and strength; a
very present help in trouble. (Last year’s Bible verse – Psalm 46:1).
There have been some staff changes over the summer as we have announced in previous communications.
Most recently, Mrs. Carolyn Gallegos accepted a new position as a 3K director in a Universal Prekindergarten Program in Queens. We wish Mrs. Gallegos well and Godspeed. We thank her for her years of dedicated service and commitment to excellence. She touched countless hearts and lives over her many years
at Trinity. We also bid farewell and give our thanks to Mrs. Denise Pugliese. Mrs. Pugliese announced that
she has accepted a new full time position as “Grandma” as she cares for her grandson and, perhaps, our
future Trinity student, George. George is a very lucky boy just as the children of Trinity have been blessed
by Mrs. Pugliese’s love and care for so many years. Thank you Mrs. Pugliese!
As we begin this year in a time of continued uncertainty in the world around us, the one constant on which
we can rely is God and His love for us in Christ Jesus. Living in faith not by fear, we can “Walk as children
of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. “ Ephesians 5: 8b-10
Trinity is so blessed to have so many faithful and talented families, students, teachers, staff, volunteers,
and members. We look forward to the coming year and all the opportunities and blessings that are before
us!
Keep shining and reflecting His light,
Mrs. Mary-Elaine Leake

Principal
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Hope everyone has had a nice summer. We are getting ready to be busy in September, starting with our Garage Sale scheduled for September 18 from 9am-3pm to be held in Helen's yard. LWML ladies have collected enough merchandise (price labeled) for the sale, so additional merchandise is not needed. Stay tuned
for details on that event.
It has been over a year since we met in person and we are excited to have our first meeting on September
21 starting at 7pm, down in the music room. We will be working on our bookmark craft for the Christmas
tree sale as well as be going over our scheduled plans for the coming year. Bring sharp scissors for the craft
project.
LWML Sunday will be held on October 3 this year.
The Tuscarora Retreat for this year is scheduled for October 15 through 17. Watch for details to follow.
We plan to have an Inn Gathering of supplies for our Comfort Dog Ministry for our October 19 meeting. To
get a head start for shopping, here is a list of items that the Comfort Dog Ministry is hoping to get: Dual
door crate - x-large, 2 mats x-large-no fringes, travel mats for visits, food, water bowls (glass or ceramic
only), storage container to hold 40lbs of food, slicker and pin brushes, comb, toothbrush, toothpaste for dogs
(poultry, beef or peanut butter flavor), dog wipes, a 20-30 foot long leash, hard balls, poop bags, collapsible
travel bowls, Kong toys, deer, moose or elk antlers, Nylabone, nail clippers, styptic powder, first aid kit for
dogs (to be kept at caregiver home), no stuffed toys or rope toys (dog may shred and ingest), seat cover for
car that transports the dog.
The Zone Rally on October 23 this year will be hosted by Trinity. We plan to have the Tuesday Women's Bible
Group to do an encore of the skit that was presented during their Discovery Event during this rally for people
from other churches to see it too. Do come see it if you've missed it! There will be an Inn Gathering of items
for the Blessing Box.
Hope this provides enough of a heads up as to what is coming!
Helen Peter

Trinity LWML President
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Abraham, along with Top Dog Donna Haines, attended the National LWML Conference in Kentucky in
June. Being one of four LCC dogs represented, the welcome from the men and women attending the conference was overwhelming. We heard so many touching stories and it was a great experience as a first-time deployment out of the state.
The Comfort Dog team is starting to be active again. Some of the agencies we used to visit are requesting
visits again. In the next few weeks Abraham will be attending the Trinity Glen Cove Golf Outing, and Town
of Oyster Bay Salute to Veterans Night. Rose Walker has asked us to join her in Nassau County’s National
Night Out on August 3 at the Broadway Mall, and possibly Bethpage Middle School (logistics are still being
worked out for this). Linda Hoeberlein is gathering a list of shut-ins that can use a visit from Abraham during
the hot dog days of summer.
A donation to the Police Ministry was given on behalf of Shiloh Comfort Dog, who passed earlier this
year. She was the first Lutheran Church Charities Police Ministry Dog. Stress balls in the shape of a dog paw
are being purchased to distribute to first responders, as was requested with the donation, as part of Abraham's Police Ministry.
A second dog team has been assembled. Handlers for this team are as follows:
Primary Caregiver: Laura Stengl
Secondary Caregiver: Donna Haines/Rico Meighan
Handlers:

Andy Katan
Dorothy Quinn
John Haines - Veteran
Lynn Waldeck
Fran Gugliotta
Paul Gugliotta

These new handlers will be working with the existing team. There will be opportunities to work with both
dogs in the future for them but for assignment purposes they will be listed with the new dog.
In the planning process is the Comfort Dog Trunk or Treat and Cookie Walk.
Donna Haines, Top Dog
Linda Hoeberlein, Church Council Member
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The Good News
Lutheran Counseling Center

UPDATE FOR September 2021
NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS
AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT

Prepared especially for LCC Association
Congregations & Schools

Dare to Believe!
By Angela Daubon, LCSW, LCC Counselor
How often have you looked at the limitations in life rather than the numerous opportunities?
There are multiple contributions that form our beliefs on what is possible, such as life experiences, upbringing, current measure of faith, past traumas, view of one’s self, a fear of failure,
inability to handle rejection, unresolved previous disappointments or a current mental, spiritual or emotional condition. The list can go on and on. We can either let these factors be a
tsunami that drowns us or a mountain that can be moved. Dare to consider that you can
speak to the mountain and tell it to step aside!
Think about it---what things have you been talking about doing for the last ten years but have not made any significant strides in accomplishing? On the flip side, how many things have you impulsively done that left you feeling empty and more frustrated than when you started? Procrastination is often a camouflage for fear and conversely, acting in haste can be a smokescreen for lack of control and overcompensation for your insecurities. Reacquaint yourself with balance in your life; there is a middle ground between the two approaches called discernment.
Yes, there is such a thing as being realistic, but whose reality are you basing it on, yours or God’s? Dare to imagine and believe beyond your current state of affairs. Be willing to reimagine your path with a new set of lenses,
giving you ‘new vision’. Yes, I said a new set. Sometimes the lenses you’re wearing can’t be repaired, because
they are too broken, scratched or mangled. Maybe your prescription has changed and you keep straining to envision God through expired lenses. A new set may be needed in order for God to work anew in you this season.
Respect boundaries; however, be free to embrace new parameters. Don’t be a ‘string’ when God is trying to
stretch you like a ‘rubber band’. Don’t mistake the muddy waters you may have to travel through as cement.
Don’t be afraid to get out of the revolving door and step into your destiny. Don’t let the gratitude and appreciation for where you are lure you into a state of stagnation. Stop making false claims of contentment while secretly
harboring regret.
Be honest and true with yourself. What dream have you deferred? What purpose have you allowed to be compromised? What God-given assignment have you abandoned? This reflection is for acknowledgement purposes
only. There is no time for self-criticism; don’t waste your energy there. Turn your focus and attention to the matter at hand and get going. It’s never too late! Today is the best day to start. You don’t need to race in an effort
to catch up. This is not a sprint, just a conscious decision to move forward with prayer, precision and purpose.
Simply put one foot in front of the other and press forward. Forward I said, not behind! Your head must be faced
in the direction that you are going or you may stumble and fall. Even when going forward you may trip sometimes or experience setbacks. However, if you pick yourself up, dust yourself off and keep pressing on towards
your goal, God will give you all that you need for the journey as you need it. Finally, if no one has told you yet, I
would like to be the first to say, “I know you can make it”. Dare to believe all the possibilities!
For more encouraging messages from Angela please visit agapeinspirations.com or on Twitter @InspiredByLv
Please visit our website at: www.lccny.org for more information. For a counseling appointment, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. All sessions are virtual.
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Sunday School News

It is with great excitement that in person Sunday school classes will resume on September 19 (with September 12 as our church wide Rally Day)! Enrollment is available for nursery school through 5th grade. For more
information please contact Roberta O'Connor, Sunday School Director at rjoc3255@gmail.com.

Nursery School
through 5th grade!
To enroll your child online, click here:
Sunday School Enrollment

WANTED: A few good people to serve as Sunday school teachers. No experience necessary, just a love of
sharing the word of God with His little ones. Lessons will be provided. For more information please contact
Roberta O'Connor at rjoc3255@gmail.com.

