The Good News
It’s July!
Wow, so much has changed
in the last month about what
we are able to do. That includes everyday life and has
especially affected us in how
we worship.
First, here is a quick summary in how we worship
Sunday mornings right now.
Sunday Worship:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Masks are no longer required for those who
are fully vaccinated!
If you are not fully vaccinated yet, New York
is requiring those who are not fully vaccinated to wear your mask.
You no longer need to call in to make a reservation for worship. Just come on in!
Still practicing communion as we have been
with continuous line.
Attendance pads are back in the pews to
pass and sign.

With the changes, it now enables us to look at how
we might get back to worship like we used to do
things. This includes changes in worship practice
and getting back to a regular routine for Sunday
School and other Sunday morning events.
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Goals for the Church to get back to normal in September.
These will be taken in steps:
1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

Choir will begin practice in September. That
would mean we will begin hearing our choir
sing in October! (Remember they need to
practice first!)
Offerings will resume being collected via
passing the plate.
Communion will be held at the communion
rail. At first, we will stand and not kneel.
The reason being is the concern about keeping the rail clean between each table. Yes,
the CDC has relaxed their cleaning standards. But this is about local practice and
we want to make sure everyone is comfortable coming to the rail.
The New Dimensions band will begin playing
again for our 10:45 services a couple of
times a month as we resume our contemporary services.
Ushers are going to be needed to serve! As
we begin, this is an opportunity to serve. P
lease contact Wayne Hoeberlein if you would
like to serve. For those who are currently an
usher and have not served over the last
year, Wayne will be reaching out to you to
get you back on the schedule.
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More from Pastor Hopkins
6)
7)
8)
9)

10)
11)

Communion assistants need to be prepared as we resume receiving communion at the rail. For
those who find it difficult to go up the steps, we will offer communion in the Chapel. That is something that we need to be prepared to do.
We would like for Coffee Hour to resume in September. I think this is one of those things folks have
missed the most. Being able to visit face to face with one another. Look for information to come
about when this will begin. Hosting groups will be contacted about signing up for a Sunday.
Sunday School will begin meeting again in the classrooms face to face! Parents, be looking for enrollment information to be coming out in August.
Confirmation will begin meeting at church again come September. Parents of those entering 6th, 7th
and 8th grade, look for a letter to be sent out about our informational meeting for parents and students plus the beginning of classes. The letter will go out in early August, letting you know the dates
for September. Note, sometime in the fall, I would like for our confirmands to resume assisting in
worship. They will need to be trained/retrained to adjust to our worship practice in the fall. That is
something that I would definitely like to see resumed.
Online worship will remain. That is a now a permanent ministry of Trinity.
Miscellaneous – As we get closer to September and as we begin implementing things in the fall, look
for other regular events and new things to come along. If you have a question about a particular
item, please direct your questions to the church office, so we can get the right person to answer it
for you.

Exciting things are beginning to be planned with the goal of resuming as near normal practice as we can.
They will start in September. In the meantime, enjoy your summer!
Serving the Lord with you,

Pastor Hopkins

Looking for help!
The online worship crew would like to add to the Sunday morning team.
Jacob Hopkins and Tom Perovich have been making sure our services
are live streamed every Sunday. Now we are looking for more team
members to learn how to make sure our worship services are sent out to
our community, our state and to the world.
If you have skills in video production, feel comfortable using video software,
(meaning you are tech savvy!) then contact Pastor Hopkins. He will get you in
touch with the Live Stream Team. They will arrange to chat with you about
your skills and go from there. So if you know someone who might like to volunteer to be a part of this ministry, please encourage them to reach out to Pastor.
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The Good News

From the Deacon’s Bench

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of heaven.’”
As I write this, I have just come from the Stepping Up Service for our Trinity Kindergarten students. What a
great blessing to help these little ones to grow and learn, especially through this year of pandemic. Over the
past year I and Deacon Lynn Waldeck helped them with their lunch. We had to fill water bottles, open tight
thermos containers, poke straws into juice pouches and chocolate milk containers, tear open snack bags, unpeel bananas, read notes from Mom, tie shoes, and clean up messes. But as we progressed through the
term, most of the boys and girls began to learn to do some of these things themselves. And we had to listen
to their jokes, most of which involved a chicken crossing the road for some reason. We laughed no matter
what! We encouraged them along the way and congratulated them for their growth. And we prayed for
them and with them. One of my favorite songs which we sang as grace was this one:
Thank the brown cow for the chocolate milk,
Thank the pig for the bacon.
Thank the chicken for the egg
And the egg for the chicken.
Thank you God, for our food.
Please keep these children in your prayers during these chaotic times that they will grow to know, love and
serve Jesus.

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere
Your Deacons:

Doug Brosky

Betsy Lazarek

Debbie Vergara

Anthony Cavaliere

Peg Ruhs

Lynn Waldeck

The Good News

From the Minister of Music
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August 15 - Mary, Mother of Our Lord
What an odd title for a Lutheran newsletter article. Did you open up the newsletter from your local Roman
Catholic parish? No, you are reading the right one. Sometimes as Lutherans we tend to shy away from talking about Mary, except at Christmas and maybe Good Friday as she stands at the foot of the cross, because
it's too Catholic. However, among the early reformers like Luther, Mary was greatly respected and venerated. Luther had a great love for Mary's song, the Magnificat (its title comes from the first words of the song
in Latin - Magnificat anima mea, Dominum - My soul magnifies the Lord.)
OK, so what do we as Lutherans do on a feast day called Mary,
Mother of Our Lord? Well as Lutherans we will sing! We will sing
Mary's song, the Magnificat, but we will do it in English. We will even
see an Advent and Christmas hymn make an appearance in August.
We will sing the great hymn of God's saints, "Ye Watchers and Ye
Holy Ones" which in verse 2 sings of Mary, the bearer of the Eternal
Word, most gracious, magnify the Lord. As an aside to this hymn,
there is a super cool Greek word that you should learn - Theotokis. It
means God-bearer, like the hymn verse says. It is the name given to
Mary at the Council of Ephesus in the 5th century. This was very significant because it proclaimed Christ as truly man, born of Mary and truly God, something that at the time
there was still disagreement about.
But why do we celebrate Mary on August 15 and not in December sometime when we are more comfortable
talking about the Mother of God? Saints' day observances are usually based on the day of their death. Since
around the sixth century, August 15 is the day that the church has kept for Mary's day, though there is some
question about her death. Some of you know that August 15 is called Assumption in the Catholic Church, or
Dormition. It is said, though not in the bible, that Mary "fell asleep" and her body was taken directly to
heaven. Was she dead or asleep? We don't know, and since it is not a Biblical teaching, it shouldn't concern
us. We look to Mary, as we do all of the saints, for her example to us to live a Christian life.
Mary was an unlikely candidate for God to use. A simple girl from a backwater, insignificant town called Nazareth. Mary is visited by the Angel Gabriel who tells her that she will be the mother of the Son of God. Mary
is so surprised she says what we would all say - How can this be? The angel answers her with one of the
great lines of scripture - All things are possible with God. What a phrase to remember when things go wrong
with us! Mary put herself in God's hands and she sang praises to God for all that he had done. What a perfect example for us! Trust in God's words to you, and put yourself in His loving and merciful hands. God's
mighty hands, who took an insignificant young girl, and made her the mother of our Lord. What can God do
for you if you simply follow Mary's lead? Put yourself in His hands and let him lead you on the path He has
chosen for you. Let Him show you all that is possible through his aid and then you too can sing your praises
to Him for all that He has done.
Henry DeVries

Minister of Music

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
… for the Good News September 2021 Edition are due no later
than noon on Wednesday, August 25! Thank you!

The Good News
From the Board of Outreach
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For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is
due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the
Lord, we persuade others. 2 Corinthians 5:10-11
In these words of Saint Paul we find a great reason to preach the gospel. Every human being who is alive
today or has ever lived will one day stand before the judgment seat of the Lord. This implies that millions
who have rejected Jesus and are bound for eternal punishment.
These days many people do not think too much about the Kingdom of God, or heaven or hell or their spiritual
health and well-being. Most people are focused on getting back to normal. But this is not a good thing. Over
the course of this pandemic there has arisen a new normal: a dramatic increase in contempt and disrespect
for authority in general and the authority of God and His Word in particular. Sin and selfishness are exalted
while the Word of God is denigrated as intolerant and irrelevant.
And so, no matter how we may moan and complain about this new normal and
how helpless and fearful it makes us feel we must recall that, sadly, many people
think that when they die, if they think of it at all, they will get into heaven with no
worries. They don’t need to repent; they don’t have to admit they are sinners. God,
whatever form he takes, will let them into heaven with no problem. They reject
what He says in His word. They reject the covering of the Lord’s righteousness:
Jesus. They prefer to be clothed with their own righteousness. Therefore when
they appear before the judgment seat, they will be condemned no matter what
they think or say.
The one who has faith in Jesus will endure the Day of Judgment forgiven and
clothed in Christ, clothed with the good works born out of faith and produced in
and through us by the power of God.
So it is our calling to tell people about the eternal glory that awaits all those who
come to faith in Jesus. And the doom that will befall those who do not. Many will not believe what we have to
say but that does not matter. It is our calling to tell everyone about almighty God’s act of reconciliation that
changed everything. God has reconciled the world to Himself through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere

The Good News
From the Board of Stewardship
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For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery. Galatians 5:1
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afforded us. We are right to
do this. We should be thankful for these liberties – the freedom to gather together to worship and to live out
what believe in our daily lives.
But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has become a freedom from duty instead of a freedom
for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into licentiousness – a license to do what we want,
when we want. This license is a submission again to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we
desire when we desire it means we are slaves to our desires and slaves to our passions.
Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put to death along
with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before God in righteousness and purity. In
Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our
duty and bear fruits of the Spirit.
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the Church. God calls us to believe
in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all people. He calls us to live in faith toward
Him and in fervent love for our neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls
parents provide for their children and raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.
And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when they are no longer able to
do so themselves. God calls the government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good.
He calls citizens to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to
preach and teach the Gospel, repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to support those
who teach them with every good thing.
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to do our duty.
Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

Sponsored by the Board of Stewardship, Trinity
will be holding a Combined Ministry Fair and
Church Barbecue on Sunday July 25 after the
10:45 service. (Rain date August 1) Food will be

provided but congregants are invited to bring
their own chairs. Heads of Ministry and committees should provide a brief summary of what
that ministry does and how they can use help and
volunteers. Contact Deacon Anthony with those
summar ies
by
July
19
at
ACav aliere@trinityhicksville.org
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Many of the pledges made at the beginning of this three-year fundraising campaign are
complete and others are finishing up this year. Because of your generosity Trinity’s Board
of Properties has overseen or completed almost $182,000 worth of projects for our Church
and School.
Our congregation has enjoyed new carpeting and during the pandemic experienced worship via new audio and video equipment for Facebook live streaming. Leaks have been repaired, broken glass windows in both the church and school have been repaired. Our students and staff have benefitted from a revamped science room and new materials; both
teachers and students learning experience has been enhanced with air conditioners in every classroom. All
members of our school and church whether staff, students, administration or congregation have benefitted
from the security upgrades instituted during this time.
The list of projects the capital campaign has been involved with is long and varied. We are extremely fortunate to have dedicated, talented workers on the Board of Properties who have made it possible for many of
our projects to be completed far under budget. We have also had a number of projects arise that church
members came forward and paid for allowing Honor, Serve, Provide funds to initiate additional projects.
Completing the hallway ceiling project is still on our list of “to-dos,” continuing to tackle leaks and broken
windows as they arise are on that list also. The community garden will have to be moved from its present
location to an area behind the basketball court in the fall and the playground equipment area needs to be
resurfaced.
Our three-year campaign is coming to a close this year. But, as every homeowner knows, the wear and tear
of a building continues. The HSP Capital Campaign is so thankful for your generosity and dedication to Trinity. We wish you all a happy, healthy and safe summer.

The Good News
Community Garden Update
The tomatoes are “caged;” the pole beans are “strung up;” the black plastic is “stunting” the growth of the
weeds. Thanks to God’s sun and water many vegetables are growing in the garden. The first harvest of kale
leaves was donated to the Blessing Box.
Mrs. Flomer’s first grade class planted a bed with bean plants they grew from seeds. Mrs. Ryan’s second
grade class planted another bed with an assortment of vegetables started in their classroom. As you can
tell, these students are all eager junior gardeners!

The Good News
A Word from the Principal
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Dear Families and Friends,
This article is being written shortly after the 2020-2021 school year has ended and plans for the new year are
underway.

the days and years ahead.

June was as busy as I had outlined in my last article. The month began with virtual WINGO, Field Day for grades K-5, ECC closing programs, moving up ceremonies for the Kindergarten students and the fifth grade students, and the presentation of Trinity scholarships on Sunday, June 13. The year culminated with the
graduation of our eighth grade students on June 18. Many of our graduates will
be moving on to LuHi or Holy Trinity High
School. In addition, a group of our honor
students successfully completed their regents courses and exams in Algebra I and
Living Environment to move ahead in high
school before they even begin! We are all
so proud of our students and most especially our graduates. We wish them God’s
blessings for their continued education in

Also, at the end of this year, we said farewell and Godspeed to our long-standing fourth grade teacher, Karen
Sanders. Mrs. Sanders announced that she felt compelled to follow a new calling -- nursing, and specifically,
pediatric nursing. Truly a loss to Trinity but a gain to nursing and the children and families she will continue
to serve in her new vocation.
I am pleased to report that Trinity’s summer program is underway again for
the first time since the summer of 2019. Summer STARS (Science, Technology, Arts, Religion, and Sports) is open to children entering pre-k to grade 5
and will run to August 6.
Now, looking ahead to the end of the summer, new student orientation will be
held on Thursday, August 26. Faculty and staff workshops will be held on
September 1 and 2. Finally, please mark your calendars and save the date as
we are planning to hold the annual Back to School BBQ on Thursday, September 2, along with a blessing of the backpacks and the children who carry
them.
Thank you for a year of fervent prayer and unparalleled support. As COVID
and other challenges persist, we ask for your continued prayers as we move
ahead in faith into the summer and beyond to the fall.
Yours in Christ,

Mary E. Leake
Principal

The Good News
LWML News
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Here is an update to our first bagel drive thru event held during the morning of June 19. We've raised
$1,685 and sold 101 meals. It was a huge success! A big thanks to all our workers, participants and donors! Hope everyone enjoyed the freshly baked bagels that morning along with their coffee and tea beverages.
We did not have our usual installation of officers meeting and potluck dinner in May. Our current officers
will remain in their positions and continue with their duties. Of course we welcome anyone who would be
interested to step up and become a member of the board.
A big thank you for everyone who supported our missions even in these challenging times! Be on the lookout
for news about our garage sale planned for September Stay safe and be well. Have a wonderful summer!
Helen Peter

Trinity LWML President

The Good News
Comfort Dog Ministry

Summer2021
Volume 5 No. 7
Page 10

A Busy Abraham and Comfort Dog Ministry Team
Abraham, along with a few other comfort dogs, participated in a virtual de-stressing with the staff and students at
Harper College.
Abraham spent the day with Pastor. He greeted the students upon arrival and then attended one of the last chapels for the school year.
Again, through the Girl Scout network, Abraham and his handlers met with a Brownie troop. The girls are working
on their animal care Try-it badge which requires learning about different jobs dogs have and the care needed for a
dog.
Abraham attended the funeral of Police Officer Ed Toscano. Abraham and his Police Ministry handler, George
Tapia, were able to provide comfort to this department, along with John Plank, a member of this department and
friend. Abraham will be attending a meeting in June to present a Heart of Mercy and Compassion to this department in memory of Officer Toscano.
LuHi was excited to be able to invite Abraham back as the school year winds down. First attending with George,
and then visiting again with LCC K-9's Leah and Lily, the teams were presented with a donation from the fundraising one of the classes did. They took old uniforms and made dog pull toys.
Abraham was invited to visit Mill Neck Manor School for the Deaf. For the first time, the children had the opportunity to meet and pet Abraham. He then was able to make a window visit to his friends at the Day-Hab program.
A surprise visit to the 911 Call Center during shift change always brings smiles to the very stressed staff. Abraham
was able to spend time with the outgoing and incoming shifts. They are always so happy to see him.
Team Abraham will be representing the Atlantic District and Northeast Region at the LWML National Conference. He will be one of 4 dogs in attendance. He's looking forward to serving with his brother, Benjamin, and
spending some downtime catching up.
Abraham has begun developing a relationship with the Veteran's Nursing Home in St Alban's. They have been receptive to him visiting outdoors. The ministry will be donating American flags to help decorate their outdoor patio
area. This area is currently being used for visitation, and the staff is working hard to make it warm and inviting.
Only 2 more handlers are needed to complete the new ministry team.

The Good News
Lutheran Counseling Center
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UPDATE FOR July 2021
NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS
AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT

Prepared especially for LCC Association
Congregations & Schools

What is the ‘New Normal’ and How Can I Be Ready?
By Molly W. Blancke, MPA, BSW, Executive Director

“For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” Is. 30:15
Now that COVID-19 rates of infection are lessening along with a higher percentage of those fully vaccinated,
how do we resume our pre-pandemic lives? Will we have another outbreak? Will we ever feel confident in large
crowds? How will our lives change? These are questions that no one can answer. However, before we propose
to resume a pre-pandemic ‘normal’ life, we need to recognize and resolve any of the following common mental
health issues that we may have experienced as a result of the pandemic during the last 15 months:
Fatigue that often poses as burnout; feeling tired even after plenty of sleep; being overwhelmed by so much
work yet having problems focusing; wanting to ‘seek community’ but still reluctant to leave home.
Anger that manifests itself either towards the pandemic itself and losses incurred as a result or towards others,
as seen in ‘road rage’ and irritability to the point of attacking others with harmful words, accusations, even
sometimes resulting in physical violence.
Anxiety and stress that has snowballed. Studies show anxiety to be three times the problem that it was in
2019; substance abuse rates have risen drastically in many homes.
Problems sleeping during the pandemic are reported in two ways: those who cannot get to sleep or stay asleep
for long periods of time and those who sleep too much, unmotivated to get out of bed in the morning, possibly
as a result of depression.
Strained relationship issues with spouses and other close family members. These stresses have in some cases
led to verbal abuse or domestic violence.
Extended grief over the losses we have incurred including the loss of loved ones, complicated by perhaps not
being able to be with them during their illness; loss of a job or money; loss of health; in some cases, loss of
purpose in life.
Insecurity about the future, especially in deciding how to incorporate the new with the old. Pastors and church
leaders are among those who are uncertain of what changes are needed to continue spreading the gospel
while keeping their church intact in the midst of lessening attendance and donations. Where is God directing
the Church of today?
While many of these issues may seem daunting, refocusing on God as the priority in our lives and seeking Him
in prayer and in Sabbath rest can make a huge difference in how we respond to whatever we are facing. One’s
perspective can often provide the motivation needed to conquer fear and move forward. However, if habits of
resting, proper diet, exercise and doing things you enjoy with those you love no longer seems to take away
your pain, fear or anxiety, please consider calling the Lutheran Counseling Center for help. A caring, Christian
counselor can walk with you through your struggles and help you process your losses, giving you the strength
and courage necessary to be open to God’s future direction.
Please visit our website at: www.lccny.org for more information. For an appointment with a counselor, call LCC at 1-800317-1173. All sessions are virtual.

