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   Inside this Issue… 

SUMMERTIME! 
 
Hard to believe it is June al-
ready.  We’ve already had a 
couple of 90° days!  That is 
hot!  And it is not even offi-
cially summer yet! 

What are you 
plans this for this summer? Things 
have relaxed considerably concern-
ing the pandemic.  It was just about 
this time last year that our economy 
started reopening.  A year ago, we 
were not even back in the sanctu-
ary! 

But we are now.    

How have your worship habits been 
over the last year? Ask yourself the 
following questions: 

Have you been worshipping regu-
larly? Gotten comfortable worshipping via Live 
Stream in your pajamas? Have you considered com-
ing back to worship in the sanctuary? If you are go-
ing out to eat at a restaurant, it is certainly okay to 
be in worship in the sanctuary! 

I bring these up, because I am concerned about 
your relationship with God. Gathering for worship is  

 

one of those ways we keep our relationship strong 
with the Lord.  That is why we enhanced our Live 
Stream ministry to make sure those connections are 
being made.  For us as a congregation, returning to 
in-person worship only is not an option.  There are 
just too many advantages of reaching those who are 

unable to physically come to church. 

However, if you are comfortable going 
out or making plans to go on vacation, 
make one of the places you are going 
to go be at 40 W. Nicholai St. Hicks-
ville, NY on Sunday mornings.  You will 
find your church there with the doors 
open.  When you enter, you will find 
lots of smiling, singing, worshipping 
people of God inside!  Yes, your friends 
are here!   

Make your plans now if you haven’t 
already done so! 
 

Serving the Lord with you! 

Pastor Hopkins   
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Your Deacons:  Doug Brosky  Betsy Lazarek  Debbie Vergara 

   Anthony Cavaliere Peg Ruhs  Lynn Waldeck  

As we look back at past summers, we can probably see a trail of beautiful and bittersweet 
memories. Surely, there have been summers that overflowed with joy, and perhaps there 
have even been summers filled with deep sadness and pain. And then there was the once in a 
lifetime Summer of 2020 when we were locked down due to COVID 19. The common thread is 
that every summer was unique and had its own  tale to tell. 

Just as every natural summer has a story, so does every spiritual summer. We will each walk 
through the spiritual seasons many times. Autumn is a time of change. Winter is a time of bar-
renness and preparation. Spring is a time of rebirth. And Summer is a time for bearing fruit 
and embracing the abundant life that surrounds us. 

The key to embracing our spiritual summer, no matter what time of year it is in the natural, 
is to remember to seize the joy of the season. This is a time to feel the heavenly warmth on 
our face and revel in the beauty that surrounds us. Relax, have fun, celebrate, and abide 
in gratitude for the blessings that surround you. Fall and Winter will come, but don't let 
thoughts of the unknown rob you of the joy of the moment. 

Summer is a season known for cultivating and bearing good fruit. And, oh my goodness, 
there is just nothing like a sweet, sun-ripened, summer strawberry. It is like a taste of 
heaven on earth! Our spiritual fruits of love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control must also be cultivated  and ripened so it can taste 
even sweeter than the best summer strawberry. There is one sure way to do this, and that 
is to remember who our spiritual gardener is and to remain in Him always. 

"I am the  vine; you are the  branches. If you  remain in me and  I in  you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing." John 15:5 NIV 

The seasons may change, but our good and loving Father does not. So let's celebrate our 
summers, both the natural and the spiritual, and embrace every story being written, be-
cause God's hand is in each one. 
 
Lord, thank you for the gift of summer. Thank you for ice cream cones, backyard barbecues, and sun-
drenched memories. May we seize each moment of joy and remember that you are the true cultivator of 
our harvest and author of our stories. Amen. 
 

Deacon Betsy Lazarek 
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Music at Trinity in the Fall of 2021 
 
This has certainly been a rough year for all of us.  The music program has been in a state of suspended ani-
mation since March of 2020. Anyone that has been to the balcony has seen the hand bell music from our last 
rehearsal just as the ringers left it on the stands.  Choir folders still have the music we would have sung on 
Easter of 2020 in them.  I have purposefully left it there as a reminder to all of this pandemic.  With that be-
ing said, what can we look forward to in the fall?  As of now, our prospects look good.  The CDC has recom-
mended that everyone who is vaccinated could sing in a choir - so if you are, there is your not so subtle hint.  
I am hopeful that all of our adult singers and ringers will have their vaccinations by the fall.  I am also hope-
ful that the virus situation won't change either.  

I am hopeful that in the fall our Trinity Choir will start up, and rehearse for at 
least three of four weeks before we sing on a Sunday.  Ask any of our singers if 
they are ready to sing on a Sunday right now, and most will tell you no.  It will 
take a number of weeks of using muscles that haven't been used in a long time 
to get everyone ready.  The singing mechanism has to be exercised as well as 
ears and minds have to be readied for singing as a choir.  Anyone that thinks 
we pick the music up on Thursday and sing it on Sunday hasn't been part of a 
choir, that's for sure!  I am also hopeful that we will see all of our past mem-

bers return and some new ones as well.  A choir needs new folks to fill spots when long time members move 
away, or are visiting grandchildren in other states.  There are many folders waiting to be given out to pro-
spective members.  Now would be a great time to see what it is like, a time when we will all be learning to-
gether.   

I am hopeful that we will also be able to rebuild our children's program.  This is one 
that I always pray that we have children moving up through the program.  As sched-
ules get busier and busier for parents and children, choir sometimes is the first to go, 
unfortunately.  Parents, if your children have sung, please encourage them to come 
back and join us again.   

Bell ringers maybe the latest to start, because of the necessity of ringing in close prox-
imity, but with the vaccines, I am still hopeful for a fall start.  We are always in need of 
new ringers for this group as well.  The only thing we do ask, is that you have some ability 
to read music, this could be as simple as a few years of instrumental lessons in grade 

school.  Our hand bell choir will also need a number of weeks of practice to get back into the swing.  Any of 
our ringers will tell you how hard it is after two or three weeks off to get back into the music; I can't imagine 
what 70 or 80 weeks will be like.   

I have used the word HOPE a lot in this article.  Our hope is in the Lord.  I will be praying for a return to nor-
malcy in September, and I ask that you do as well.  I am looking forward to a full balcony of singers and 
ringers proclaiming God's praise as we had before COVID. 
 
Henry DeVries 
Minister of Music 

NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS 
… for the Good News July/August Summer Edition are due no 

later than noon on Wednesday, June 23! Thank you! 



The Good NewsThe Good News  
From the Board of Outreach 

June 2021 

Volume 5 No. 6 

Page 4 

The Beautiful Gift of Bible Storytelling 
 
Have you struggled with finding a good way of sharing the gospel with others? I've always been secretly 
afraid of this. Not that I'm ashamed of the gospel because if you ask me a question about God, the Bible, or 
Jesus, I am more than willing to have these conversations. But the fear of what to say and how to say it to 
someone who has not asked has often held me back. Recently, I've been exposed to the idea of using Bible 
Storytelling to share the gospel. It's a beautiful gift that God has given us, this idea that anyone can share 
the gospel in a friendly and natural way, even if you're not particularly skilled in public speaking. 

When there's a message or idea you want to convey, stories are often a good way to do this. It's non-
threatening and receptive to most people. We've all told stories to our children, grandchildren, students, 
friends, or coworkers. We also hear and see stories every day from books, TV shows, movies, and advertise-
ments. Stories are a popular medium for spreading ideas, whether individually or to a group. Jesus, the Mas-
ter Storyteller, uses stories to teach a message or idea. 

Stories have the benefit of: 

 Connecting people through shared experiences and values 

 Evoking emotions that may otherwise have been hidden or unknown 

 Helping us to understand, respect, and have an appreciation for others 

 Teaching us about ourselves, about others, and about God 

 Sowing seeds  of ideas that God can cultivate when the time is right 

If you begin to think about evangelizing in the framework of Bible storytelling, you may be surprised at how 
much more equipped you are than you thought. Telling stories takes the pressure off deciding what to say. 
You don't have to come up with a story, the stories are already there. In fact, you probably know a lot of 
them already. 

According to John Walsh, founder of BTStories.com, 75% of the Bible is stories and within that 75%, there 
are about 260 stories! The Bible is such a wonderful gift from God, abounding in stories. The stories are there 
and ready for the picking. And these stories are not boring either! The themes of love, hate, sacrifice, jeal-
ousy, betrayal, loyalty, redemption, mercy, salvation, and even sex fill the Bible. They can rival TV series any-
time! Within these stories, we find the overall theme of separation, righteous vs unrighteous, redemption, 
mercy, and salvation. Sharing the various stories of the Bible with their common themes can eventually lead 
to sharing the bigger story of the gospel. 

So how do you get started in using Bible Storytelling to share the gospel? Consider these five steps: 

1. Let go of the idea that stories are only for Sunday School or kids. 

2. Study 10 of your favorites Bible stories with the intention of telling them. 

3. Don't stop at just the moral of the story. Look at the characters. How they are like or unlike you? 
How are they like people today? Look at God in the story. What can we learn about Him? Take 
note of these things. 

4. Practice telling these stories. (Make this fun by studying and practicing with a group!) 

5. Pray God provides you with opportunities and the courage to share His stories. 

I hope I've made the case for sharing the gospel through Bible storytelling. It's a subtle way of doing it, a 
beautiful gift from God. It takes the pressure off deciding what to say and how to say it. It's timeless, univer-
sal, and effective. I invite you today to start practicing Bible storytelling and allow the Holy Spirit to use the 
seeds sown by the stories you tell to point a heart towards Jesus. 

Janice Gentles-Jones 
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“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and the purse.” Attributed to Lu-
ther, though yet to be located in his vast writings, this statement echoes what Jesus taught about hearts and 
treasures. He said, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  (Matthew 6:21; Luke 
12:34) 

But which conversion comes first? I submit that the order is this: first the head, then the purse, then the 
heart. Let’s explore this topic. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He took on our flesh, fulfilled the demands of the law in 
our place, became sin for us, and suffered torture and death on our behalf. He did this in order that we 
would be free from sin, death, and hell. He gives us what He accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and 
the Lord’s Supper. And so, He doesn’t just do it for us but gives it to us. He makes what He did ours by mak-
ing us His. Thus, we are called by His name: Christians. We have a new life in Him.  

Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a changing of our minds. It is a con-
version of the mind. We are called to turn away from our sins and turn toward Him for forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. For when God calls us away from something, He is, at the same time, calling us to something. 

And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This is the conversion of the purse. Jesus said “For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not 
the other way around. As Christians, God calls us to invest our treasures in His Kingdom to ensure that the 
gospel is preached and the sacraments are administered. He calls us to share all good things with the one 
who teaches us the doctrines of Christ. He calls us to be generous in giving to the church, for it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.  

So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, then the only response is repentance – 
a conversion of the heart – and to begin doing just that. And as our Lord promised, where your treasure is 
there your heart will be also.  

This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It is simply to say that as Christians, those who have 
been made to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have been given a new life in Christ, who are dead to sin 
and now alive in Him, we are actually to live – think (conversion of the mind), do (conversion of the purse), 
and be (conversion of the heart) – a new life in Him. And when you fail, know that God in Christ loves and 
forgives you and still calls you away from that and to Himself.  
 
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Community Garden Update 

Thanks to the glorious weather God has provided, Trinity garden volunteers have dedicated every Monday 
evening to the clean-up, cultivation and care of our garden space on Cherry Street.  As of the end of May 
four beds each of tomatoes, eggplant and bell peppers have been planted with beans, cucumbers and squash 
soon to follow.  Thanks to Andy, Bernadette, David, Erin, Faye, Howard, Jane, Rich and Roland! 
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Thank you for continuing to support the Honor, Serve, Provide capital campaign through 
honoring your pledges, making additional donations and memorial gifts. Our pledge fund 
line has now exceeded its promised amount even though all pledges have yet to be ful-
filled. You have enabled the Board of Properties to complete and oversee projects vitally 
important to preserving Trinity’s Church, School, and Daycare Center. This campaign to 
maintain a safe environment for staff, congregation and students, fund scholarships and 
prepare Trinity for the future is succeeding in providing all of those elements.  

The source of at least one of the leaks in the church has been identified (not an easy 
process). The Board of Properties is working with an outside contractor who will eliminate it and repoint 
around two of our beautiful stained-glass windows. 

A section of the sidewalk near the church has risen due to the roots of a nearby tree. The Board of Properties 
has added cement to form a small ramp to it and painted a yellow stripe on it for your safety in locating and 
maneuvering around it. A few of the safety initiatives planned for this year at the school have been put off 
due to COVID. We will bring you up to date with those details as they become available.  

At this point the scope of summer work is being identified. While we are nearing the end of the capital cam-
paign itself there are some projects, that have been identified since we began three-years ago, that will re-
quire additional funding for completion next year. Trinity has been blessed by your dedication and generosity. 
We are enormously thankful for all of you. 

The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing 
has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in 

our land.  Song of Solomon 2:12 
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Dear Families and Friends, 
 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Psalm 145:8 
 
June is here!  Astounding, amazing, humbling, and grateful, these are just some of the words that come 
to my mind when I reflect on this “unprecedented” year.  Although COVID is still with us, the statistics are 
so favorable that are looking forward to: 
 

 The K-5 field Day -- This will be done in stations and by class cohorts. 

 WINGO on June 4th -- This will be virtual event and along with wonderful prizes will be feature videos 
 of the students, their work, and some of their activities.  All are welcome to attend!  

 ECC’s closing programs on June 10 and June 11. 

 Sunday, June 13 at 10:45 worship -- when the scholarships will be awarded. 

 Friday, June 18 -- when our 8th grade students graduate. 

 Monday, June 28 when Summer STARS program begins! 
 

We could not have accomplished all that we did this past year if it had not been for the collective efforts 
of church and school families, staff and students, alumni, friends, and most of all by God’s hand.  
 
Thank you! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Mary E. Leake 
Principal 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Comfort Dog Ministry  

Trinity’s Comfort Dog Ministry is beginning to put together a plan for acquiring a sec-
ond comfort dog. Abraham is such a great asset to our church, community and re-
gion that adding a second dog would be able to double this ministry’s outreach. 
Please prayerfully consider if you would like to join the Comfort Dog Ministry in 
“sharing the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ to those 
who are suffering and in need.” You can contact Top Dog Donna Haines at 
dhaines2671@gmail.com. 
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Bagel Breakfast Drive-Thru 
Saturday, June 19, 2021 

 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 

Handicapped Parking Lot 
 

  Includes a Bagel, choices are – Plain, Everything, Egg or Sesame   
  Cream Cheese, Jams, Butter 
  Tea Bag, Coffee Bag 

  and a Favor  

for you to enjoy at home! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

$10.00 per Bagel Meal 
(make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran LWML) 

 
All proceeds will go to support LWML’s various missions 

RSVP by June 13 to Helen Peter at 938-6914 

Payment is required at the time of registration and can be mailed or dropped off at 
Helen’s home: 33 Winding Road, Hicksville, NY 11801 
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UPDATE FOR June 2021 

NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT  

Prepared especially for LCC Association 
Congregations & Schools  

Start Your Day With Self-Care 

            By Danielle Eisenberg, LCSW 

 

During these trying times, when the world seems so out of control, it can be helpful to focus 

on things that are in your control to make your days better. Here are some helpful tips: 

1.  Start your day an hour earlier. This way your circadian rhythm is in sync (as you should 
try to wake up with the sun if you can, which will help you sleep better at night). An extra 

hour will help you set aside time for self-care. Tip: If needed, put your   alarm clock/phone further away so 
that you have to get up to turn it off.  

2.  Drink a glass of water (or two). The benefits of water are endless. Water helps you lose weight by kick star-
ing your metabolism, reduces inflammation in your body, boosts brain function, helps immunity, eliminates tox-
ins, and nourishes your skin. Water also reduces fatigue and gives our bodies the natural energy that it needs. 
Hot water is also known to relieve stress and improve circulation.  

3.  Write down 3 things you a grateful for and thank God for them. Gratitude is a great way to boost your 
mood, focus on the good in your life, and make you aware of a different, better perspective. There is no better 
way to start your day than in prayer, asking Jesus for help, guidance, and strength.  

4.  Write down one goal that you would like to accomplish today. We often try to accomplish more than is real-
istic. Keep your goal short and manageable, so that when you complete it you feel a sense of accomplishment 
and pride. It can be something as small as getting your laundry done or making a phone call to a friend to 
catch up. 

5.  Meditating for 10-30 minutes will help your automatic nervous system feel centered and calm, slowing you 
down so you can stay in the moment and set intention. You can find morning meditations on You-Tube, or use 
the app Headspace, or Calm. 

6.  Stretching exercises, light yoga or pilates practiced for just 10-20 minutes is a great way to help stiff joints 
and inflammation, making you feel lighter and in less pain. “Calm body=Calm mind”. The mind-body connec-
tion must be balanced for you to feel your best.  

7.  Exercise-- even a short 10 minute walk will do. This gets your body and mind ready to start the day, and 
also gives you a boost of energy and serotonin (the ‘feel-good’ neurotransmitters our body needs for pleasure).  

8.  Eat a healthy breakfast. What we put into our body greatly impacts how we feel. Don’t skip breakfast as this 
can cause blood sugar levels to drop which can cause spirts of anxiety throughout the day.  

9.  Read the Bible, devotions, prayers, or spend time reading a chapter in a book or magazine you enjoy. If 
there’s no time, audible books are always a great option.  

10.  Plan your day. It will help you feel in control, focused and on top of things.  

11.  Take a shower, get dressed, and start your day! 
 

Danielle counsels adults for anxiety, depression, women’s issues and grief/loss and is a couples’ counselor.  

For an appointment or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. All sessions are virtual. 



DO YOU WEAR A MASK? 

A MORNING OF DISCOVERY 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 26TH   

9:00 a.m.  11:30 a.m.  
 

 

 

 

This year the Ladies Tuesday Bible Study Group will be hosting a morning of discovery 

through a fun, yet thought provoking skit, a time of reflection and worship.  

 

The event is open to men and women with a restriction of 50 attendees. 

 

Current pandemic protocol will be followed to keep everyone safe.   

 

In keeping with that, we will not be serving food or drink during our time together, how-

ever we will be sending you home with a snack bag and water that you can enjoy imme-

diately after.   

 

Cost for event is $10 - Checks can be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church earmarked 

“discovery event”. Proceeds will go to the Blessing Box. 

 

Advanced Registration Is Required. 

 

RSVP by or before June 19th by submitting check & registration slip below. 

 

Early Childhood Entrance Doors will open at 8:30 a.m. for sign in. 

Event starts promptly at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

--------------------------------------  REGISTRATION FORM ----------------------------------- 

 

NAME:     _____________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE NUMBER:  ____________________     

 

 #  ATTENDING EVENT:   _______ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________ 

 

Please make check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church (in memo indicate “discovery 

event”) and submit with registration form.  

 

              We’re glad you will be joining us for a morning of discovery. 





Who: All Children Age 4 to Grade 5 

What: Trinity Lutheran Church’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

When: Monday, July 26, 2021 to Friday, July 30, 2021 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Where: In-Person at Trinity Lutheran Church  

40 West Nicholai Street, Hicksville, NY 11801 

 

Open Registration until June 25, 2021! 

 

Join us for Bible Stories, Music, Arts & Crafts, Recreation, Snack, Chapel, new friend-

ships and SO MUCH MORE! 

* Please note that we will be following all Covid-19 protocols for health and safety in-

cluding daily temperature scans, masks and social distancing. Due to social distancing and 

space limitations, registration will be accepted on a first come, first served basis so 

register EARLY! * 

 

If you’d like to participate, please complete the Google form by clicking here, or email 

TrinityHicksvilleVBS@gmail.com for the form. 

 

VBS Registration Form 
 

Parents/Guardians/Members: If you are able to volunteer, we’d LOVE to have you!  We 

need teachers, helpers and special leaders.  Students entering 7th grade and above are 

welcome to be helpers!  Letters for community service hours can be provided! 

* VBS is funded by free-will donations!  Please consider donating to offset the cost! * 

Questions? Want to help? Email TrinityHicksvilleVBS@gmail.com or call the church office 

and leave a message for Laura Morrisey. 

https://forms.gle/WXA3Zm4PGBDqqwui7
mailto:TrinityHicksvilleVBS@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/WXA3Zm4PGBDqqwui7
mailto:TrinityHicksvilleVBS@gmail.com







