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The Good News
It’s May!
Lots of things are happening
in May. Mother’s Day is May
9. Confirmation Sunday is
May 16 at the 10:45 service.
Pentecost Sunday is May 23.
Trinity Sunday
is May 30 and
Memorial Day finishes out the month
as it is celebrated May 31 this year.
Lots of things are happening.
But I want to focus your attention on
Pentecost Sunday. It celebrates the
beginning of the Season of Pentecost
in the Church Year. It is a time in
which we focus our attention on the
Church. It is that day in which Jesus
said that power from on high would
come upon His disciples and in turn,
the church. That is the promise of the
Holy Spirit coming upon His people. It
is the time in which we see God empowering His Church to go out into the world to
share the Gospel.
With lots of things happening, it is important to remember that while we do and celebrate things, we
need also remember what was done and celebrated

in us. When God empowered His Church, we need
to remember that we are the Church and that you
and I have been empowered to share the Gospel.
Too often I think, we think about the church as a
building… or perhaps it is the people
who go to the church building. But
this group of people who worship at
Trinity Lutheran Church and School, 40
W. Nicholai St., Hicksville, NY 11801,
whether it be online or in-person, are
the very ones that God has included in
His Church.
So on Sundays when you leave this
place or leave Trinity’s Facebook page,
you are going out into the world. Take
Jesus with you. You have been empowered by God to tell what you know
about Jesus to others. As you are the
Church, be and do the Church.
When you do, you will find that truly,
lots of things are indeed happening to the Glory of
God!
Serving the Lord with you,

Pastor Hopkins
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More from Pastor Hopkins...
Confirmation Sunday

Confirmation Sunday will May 16 at our 10:45am service. Parents, please let us know how many family
members are coming so we can keep an attendance count for the service.
It is exciting to see our confirmands take this next step in their faith life, especially with the challenging times
we have been living in. Celebrate with them and keep them in your prayers!

Video Ministry Dedication and Blessing
We will be dedicating our video equipment on May 23, Pentecost Sunday at the 9:00am service. We will be
recognizing those who helped contribute to making this new Trinity ministry come to fruition! Join us in giving thanks to God and may He use this to grow His kingdom.

The Good News

From the Deacon’s Bench
After a really long winter due to Covid, I was eager to see spring weather finally arrive. I know that spring
often brings rain, and we may complain and wish for summer. Then in the summer we’ll say we’re too hot
and wish for cooler weather again. LOL, we just love to complain as humans. Every season is wonderful in its
own way.
Spring is great! How can you not love seeing buds push through the ground, hear birds singing again, grass
turning green. Sure, soon your allergies flare up, the birds start at 6am and the grass needs mowing. I’ll take
it! To see our beautiful world start to bloom again and turn warm always reminds me how God has truly
blessed our world.
To me, spring and Easter go together. It is wonderful that in our part of God’s world, they are at the same
time. Jesus’ death and resurrection bring us new life, not just each year but every day. In chapel I tell the
children that each morning after you say good morning God, you should say “Alleluia, Christ is Risen!”
What a great way to start EVERY morning of our lives for all of us. When we start by remembering how much
Jesus loves us, we can get through the day. Get outside. Enjoy the warm weather, the birds and the flowers
but especially remember, GOD LOVES YOU!

Deacon Lynn Waldeck
Your Deacons:

Doug Brosky

Betsy Lazarek

Debbie Vergara

Anthony Cavaliere

Peg Ruhs

Lynn Waldeck

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
… for the Good News newsletter are due no later than
noon on Monday, May 24! Thank you!
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"Isaiah, Mighty Seer In Days of Old"
The church year is flying by. At the end of May, the Sunday known as The Holy Trinity arrives on May 30.
This Sunday is considered the transition from the first half of the church year, where we follow Jesus life in
chronological order, and the second half, known as ordinary time. Ordinary time doesn't mean normal by
any means, it comes from the word ordinal, as in counting the Sundays. We usually number them as the
Sunday after Pentecost and the first Sunday in this long season is nothing but ordinary, as we worship our
church's namesake, The Holy Trinity, our God in Three Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Our Old Testament lesson this year is the calling of the
prophet Isaiah from Isaiah 6. The story is a wonderful
and miraculous story, worthy of Hollywood's finest special effects as Isaiah sees God seated on His throne in
heaven, and angels of all sorts are flying around Him.
In our communion liturgy that day, we will use one of
my favorite hymns of Martin Luther, "Isaiah, Mighty
Seer," (LBW#960), a hymn where Luther himself wrote
the words and music, in place of our normal Sanctus.
You might be surprised to know that when Luther celebrated Mass (yes, that is what he called it), he wanted it
to be celebrated in Latin. This was the practice that he
followed at Wittenberg. However, he understood the
need for having texts in the language of the people. He published his Deutsche Messe (German Mass) for
that purpose. He set the major liturgy portions that we still use today, Kyrie, Gloria, Creed, Sanctus (Holy,
Holy, Holy) and Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) in hymn form for the congregation to sing.
This hymn is his paraphrase of the Sanctus, the story of Isaiah’s vision in the temple from Isaiah 6:1-4. He
composed the melody to fit the words, taking as its basis an 11th century church melody of the Sanctus and
adapting it for this hymn. Johann Walter, Luther’s “minister of music,” commented that this hymn shows
Luther’s mastery of adapting the notes to the text. You can find that as well, as Luther places the words
“High on a lofty throne,” for example, with the higher notes of the melody. The hymn builds in intensity
until we sing the song of God's angels, the sounds that Isaiah said filled the temple with its sound - "Holy is
God the Lord of Sabaoth!" three times, as the music builds through each repetition. As quickly as the music
thunders through the church, it fades away like Isaiah's vision.
Hopefully, as we sing this treasure of Lutheran hymnody, Luther’s paraphrase and stately tune will help you
see the same thrilling sights as Isaiah: the Lord in splendor, the cherubim and seraphim, and the smoke
surrounding the throne. Here is a recording of this wonderful hymn, in a musical setting by LC-MS composer Jacob Weber:
https://youtu.be/R-pswaKCDW0

Henry DeVries
Minister of Music

Holy is God the Lord of Sabaoth!
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“Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of
Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of
Israel out of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I
have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.” (Exodus 3:10-12)
“Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” Knowing how Moses' story ended up, it's easy to overlook

how it began. The Lord revealed Himself to Moses in a burning bush and spoke audibly to him. But Moses
offered one excuse after another to try to work his way out of what God is calling him to do. "I don't know
Your name, who would believe me?", "I don't have any power, how can I take on Pharaoh?", "I'm not very
eloquent, I can't convince anyone of anything," etc. To say that Moses was reluctant to answer God's call
would be an understatement.

But the Lord had chosen Moses for this role and, whether Moses realized or not, had prepared him for it. After Moses' final excuse "the Lord said to him, 'Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute,
or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord?'" (Exodus 4:11). God had a plan and He had a purpose for Moses. The Lord would deliver His people and Moses would be His instrument.
Amid the burning bush, the revelation of the great name YAHWEH, the miraculous signs, and the lame excuses, is a beautiful statement of God that speaks to our every circumstance "I have concern for My people."
God concerns Himself with our lives, our challenges, our victories, our relationships, our needs, our everything. How life changing and life enriching! The God of all creation is concerned about us. He is so concerned
that He'll let no excuse stand in the way of His plan for our salvation.
When the time was right, God sent the ultimate Deliverer into our world to free His people from sin and
death. Without excuse and without complaint, Jesus took up His Cross to overcome the most powerful enemy
of all history. Now He calls us to share the good news that Christ has delivered us from Satan's captivity. It
isn't always easy to share this with people. Some reject us along with our message. Others ridicule, hate, or
attack us. We may lose friendships, promotions, or other opportunities for being so bold to speak of Jesus in
a world that hates Him. But this is our calling.
We may want to join Moses in his response, "Oh, my Lord, please send someone else," but there is no one
else. It is our calling. And it is the path to amazing things and to great joy. Consider how Moses' story ended
up and remember that the Lord who had a plan and purpose for Moses has a plan and purpose for each one
of His children.

From Today's Light Daily Bible Reading

Trinity’s Spring Clean-up and Beautification of our property will take place on Saturday, May 8
at 9:00 AM. Volunteers are needed to prepare flower beds and plant new flowers. Anyone wishing to purchase a favorite bloom or "something special" to plant is welcome to do so!
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The Board of Stewardship sponsored the Red Letter Challenge during this past Lenten season. Several Trinity
members took part. Together we read the daily meditations and scripture readings along with thousands of
others believers across the nation. At Trinity, many of us then took part in weekly discussions on the various
topics via ZOOM.
Those of us who took part in the challenge were challenged to look at our lives in the light of God’s Word.
We were challenged to put the words of Scripture, particularly the words of Jesus, into action in our lives.
Two stories stand out.
One Trinity member was working in his garden one day when he was approached by a man who, judging by
his disheveled appearance appeared to be down and out. He asked for a ride to a local gas station. Our
member thought he wanted to pick up a car that was in the shop. He gladly consented as he took seriously
the Lord’s command to serve others as did the Good Samaritan. As it turned out, the man was only going to
purchase lunch. Our Trinity member waited for him and then drove him home. Only then did he realize that
the man was a neighbor he had not seen in decades. He was blessed to have done this service in the name
of Jesus.
One of our ladies, Dawn Hare, shared her story.
“I had the pleasure of participating in the Red Letter Challenge, organized by the Board of Stewardship. It
was a wonderful learning experience.”
“I’m a middle school Physical Education teacher in Queens. Due to COVID precautions, we are required to
escort our classes to the cafeteria to pick up their lunch. I noticed that many of the students didn’t greet the
cafeteria staff, nor did they say “please” and “thank you.” This prompted me to have a conversation with
them about manners and the importance of greeting people. They politely listened to me, but the skeptic in
me was sure it went in one ear and out the other.”
“Much to my surprise, they started to greet the staff and use their manners. One day, a young man was curious about one of the lunch choices but he was hesitant to take it because he wasn’t sure that he would like
it. The cafeteria worker could see that the young man was undecided so he offered him both lunches in case
he didn’t like the one that was unfamiliar to him. The young man was shocked. As we walked up the stairs I
pointed out to him that there are people who genuinely want to do kind things for others. I helped him make
the connection that his showing of kindness to the cafeteria worker was returned to him in the form of the
extra lunch. I went on to say that we should not do things in order to get something in return.”
“When I was reading the chapter on serving, I came across a few statements that I would like to share.
‘We serve because we want to be more like Jesus.’
‘It’s amazing to think that through what we do and the way we live, we can actually point people to a real
relationship with God. We may never know what kind of impact we have made in somebody else’s life, but
we will continue to be faithful in serving Him and giving Him the glory.’
“I left a career with an investment bank to become a teacher. I did it because I wanted to do something
more meaningful; something I could be proud of. Participating in the Red Letter Challenge helped me see
that I truly am making a difference and serving my Lord.”
All of us who took part in the ZOOM sessions were greatly blessed. We were able to share our doubts and
struggles in an atmosphere of acceptance, love, and encouragement. Though we were not in the same room,
we were together, united by the Holy Spirit. Another positive factor was that we could be together despite
the weather and having to travel at night. And we even had one member, Rita Liba, join us, first from Oklahoma and then from her new home in South Carolina. That is one of the advantages of the Internet and
ZOOM, one which we have experienced with our live streaming Sunday and Wednesday services on Facebook: fellowship with other Christians hundreds of miles away, both old friends and new! In fact we enjoyed
the Red Letter Challenge so much that we will offer it again later this year.
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Dear Trinity family,
Reviewing our pledges and fund balance for this three-year capital campaign we thought
an update was due to let you know where the original 112 pledges stand. Keep in mind
that in the fundraising world campaigns such as ours should expect that 1/3 of pledges
made will not be met. You proved that expectation wrong!
We are so incredibly proud of our congregation, parents, extended family and friends.
Whether a one-time or multi-year pledge, seventy-seven pledges have now been fulfilled
and an additional twenty-one families have surpassed their original pledge. Of the remaining fourteen
pledges 90% are only a few payments to completion and the year is not yet over. In addition to those
pledges, almost one hundred memorials and gifts providing an additional $16,000 have been dedicated to
the Honor, Serve, Provide fund.
Your dedication to Trinity’s Church and Schools through pledges and gifts, along with our celebrations of
Trinity Lutheran School’s 65th Anniversary and the Early Childhood Center’s 50th Anniversary, has allowed
us to complete more than $199,800 in planned and unexpected projects. Your commitment to Trinity has
Honored the Past, allowed our Church ministry meet the needs of the Present and
has assisted in Providing for Trinity’s secure future. Our $210,000 goal has been surpassed. Our total received and pledged is now more than $288,660.
Currently Trinity’s security system upgrade has been completed and leaks are being tracked down and repaired. Additional planned projects are either on hold until after the school year is complete or in the research/bidding stage. We will continue to update you on our progress and needs each month.
We thank God constantly for all of you: donors to our Church and School, volunteers who have facilitated
Trinity’s ministries, Board of Property members who have been so incredibly helpful. We are blessed by you
and so thankful for your generosity and dedication.

The Good News

Early Childhood Center News
The children in Trinity's Early Childhood Center continue to learn,
play, and grow each day. Each classroom family has been very busy
celebrating and learning. Our Pre-K classes have been busy learning
about different kinds of weather. One class enjoyed learning about
rainbows and conducting a hands-on experiment to conclude the lesson. Our Nursery class has been having fun learning all about dinosaurs. The children have been creating some amazing dinosaur projects. All of our classes observed caterpillars transform to butterflies. The release of the butterflies was an enjoyable experience for
all of the children. Each class also discussed and celebrated Earth
Day and created some beautiful projects. The children and staff are enjoying the warmer weather and playing on the playground!
It is hard to believe that as we enter the month of May we will begin preparations for Closing Programs and
end of the school year celebrations. Wishing you all continued blessings this Spring.
Carolyn Gallegos,

ECC Director
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Dear Families and Friends,
The month of May marks the last full month of the school year; and what a year it has been. Thanks to
God’s blessings and the efforts of the members, the parents, the staff, the students, friends, and alumni, we
have successfully met many of the challenges we faced this year.
Here are just some of the things we accomplished so far:
1. We began the year and have maintained in-person learning, with only one instance of a school-wide
shut down for two days.
2. We have provided synchronous learning, grades K-8. Through the use of cameras, and other technology, students could connect to the classrooms to learn with their in-person classmates, from the
safety of their homes.
3. We adjusted the schedule to be able to provide a safe setting for grades 1-8 students to be able to
eat lunch in the cafeteria as opposed to their classrooms.
4. We have maintained many of our extra-curricular and co-curricular activities such as instrumental lessons, robotics, yearbook, National Junior Honor Society, intramural sports, FAST Athletics, Soccer
Shots, art, music, and the Living Museum, virtual field trips, and PLUS.
5. We maintained traditions and special events such as Spirit Week, the Thanksgiving Feast, virtual
Christmas Programs, the Food Drive, Lutheran Schools Week, visits with Abraham, and the Tenebrae
Service.
Here are some upcoming events for May and June:
We are looking forward to Wednesday, May 5 – Teacher/Staff Appreciation Day when will have the opportunity to formally affirm the staff from everything they have done and continue to do for the mission and ministry of our school. We are also making plans for the annual K-5 field day. This month, we will be promoting
“Be the Good” -- a virtual 5K fundraiser to support our tuition assistance program and the ECC (more information is forthcoming). The PTFA will be hosting virtual Supermarket WINGO on Friday, June 4, the ECC closing programs will be held on June 10 and 11, and scholarship awards will be issued on Sunday, June 13. The
last day of school for the ECC will be June 16 and for the students in grades K-8, the last day will be June 17.
The 8th grade graduation will be held on Friday, June 18 at 2:00 PM.
As always, your prayers and continued support are very much appreciated.
Yours in Christ,

Mary E. Leake
Principal

For “the earth is the
Lord's, and the fullness
thereof.”
1 Corinthians 10:26
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Here is an update to the High Tea event held on April 17 as a drive thru. We've received $1,910 so far and
still have $90 in outstanding pledges to come. Expected total monies raised is $2,000. It was a huge success! A big thanks to all our workers, participants and donors!
For our April hospice collection event, we've assembled 30 completed kits that were shipped to Global Health
Ministries in MN. A big thank you to all who donated items towards this!
We will be having our First Bagel Breakfast Event on June 19 as a drive thru event at the handicap parking lot with pickup time between 10am-12pm. The cost is $10 per bagel meal with the
funds raised going towards various mission projects. Please call Helen Peter at 516-938-6914
to reserve your meal(s). The bagel package will include a bagel from a choice of four varieties
(plain, everything, egg and sesame), cream cheese, jams, butter, tea bag, coffee bag and a favor as well. Payment (cash or check to Trinity Lutheran LWML) per order will be needed by June
13 the latest, and can be mailed or dropped off at Helen's address at 33 Winding Road, Hicksville, NY 11801. Watch for the flyer in the June issue of The Good News!
A big thank you for everyone who supported our missions even in these challenging times! Stay safe & be
well!
Helen Peter

Trinity LWML President

The Good News
Comfort Dog Ministry

My team and I have been very busy! My Top Dog, Donna, put this video together to
show you all of the wonderful visits we’ve been making. Enjoy!
Click here to view: A Busy Ministry
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UPDATE FOR May 2021
NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS
AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT

Prepared especially for LCC Association
Congregations & Schools

Caring for Kids During the Pandemic
By Bettina Bove, LCSW-R, LCC Counselor
We are living during very trying times. It can be challenging to maintain selfcare and overwhelming to provide additional care for our children and families. Do your best to create more balance during this time at home.
Communication is a key to help maintain good relationships. Don't avoid talking. Kids need to know they aren't to blame for the tension that might be present in our lives. We all get frustrated and are coping as well as possible,
sometimes in very close quarters. Let this be a time of bonding and giving
grace. Be comforting by speaking words of reassurance to relay the message
that "this will pass and we will get through this together". When we verbalize
reassurance to others, we also reassure ourselves. Remember to validate accomplishments, even the small
ones. Take time every day to express how we are loved by God and each other, how we can always be secure
in that love and in His presence. Physical touch and hugs are very important right now, even from our furry
friends!
Take this opportunity to teach kids how to build their skills and contribute more to their home, family and communities. Assist them in learning how to make a budget, prepare a shopping list, clip coupons, clean and do
laundry. Perhaps even teach them how to care for that new pet they have been asking for. Reach out to others
safely, on the phone, through facetime or have a group chat on Zoom. Go "old-school" by writing letters and
sending cards via snail mail. Seek more fun in addition to work and school schedules. We need something to
look forward to!
Create a fun and entertainment calendar. Place it where everyone can see it and contribute ideas. Plan a game
night, watch a sunrise or sunset, go for a walk or a hike, have a picnic in the park or even in the living room.
Have a "travel night": pick a place you would like to visit; then have a meal or food from that region, dress like
the natives would and utilize words from their language. Have everyone draw a picture of something famous
from the chosen location; then together watch a show or video filmed there. Let this be practice until you can
take a real trip there. It can be as simple as eating french fries, wearing a beret, and having everyone draw a
picture of their rendition of the Eiffel Tower, while speaking with a French accent! Silly, but fun!
Create crafts, Leave a jigsaw puzzle out for everyone to take a turn with, it's meditative! Print out pictures and
color together! Read a book or Bible stories to each other. Sit down to meals together and ask each family
member to share a challenge and a joy from their day! Play music and have a dance party in the kitchen. Pray
and sing songs together. Have ice cream sundaes on Sundays! Share something you are grateful for at bedtime
and make every day a thanksgiving!
Teach kids to care for their community. Collect rocks and write an inspiring word or message on them, like
"Hope, Love or Faith". Leave them around your town or on someone's doorstep to encourage them. Get together, cook or bake a treat, plant seeds and grow flowers; then deliver them to a friend or neighbor and make
their day! Do a drive by visit for someone who needs to feel cared for and less alone. Get creative. Be silly. Have
fun and thank God!
Bettine Bove, LCSW-R, has a specialty in meditation, relaxation and guided imagery. She counsels children,
teens, adults, couples and families. For an appointment with a counselor or for more information, call LCC
at 1-800-317-1173. All sessions are virtual.

Who: All Children Age 4 to Grade 5
What: Trinity Lutheran Church’s Vacation Bible School (VBS)
When: Monday, July 26, 2021 to Friday, July 30, 2021
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Where: In-Person at Trinity Lutheran Church
40 West Nicholai Street, Hicksville, NY 11801
Open Registration until June 25, 2021!
Join us for Bible Stories, Music, Arts & Crafts, Recreation, Snack, Chapel, new friendships and SO MUCH MORE!
* Please note that we will be following all Covid-19 protocols for health and safety including daily temperature scans, masks and social distancing. Due to social distancing and
space limitations, registration will be accepted on a first come, first served basis so
register EARLY! *
If you’d like to participate, please complete the Google form by clicking here, or email
TrinityHicksvilleVBS@gmail.com for the form.

VBS Registration Form
Parents/Guardians/Members: If you are able to volunteer, we’d LOVE to have you! We
need teachers, helpers and special leaders. Students entering 7th grade and above are
welcome to be helpers! Letters for community service hours can be provided!
* VBS is funded by free-will donations! Please consider donating to offset the cost! *
Questions? Want to help? Email TrinityHicksvilleVBS@gmail.com or call the church office
and leave a message for Laura Morrisey.

