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He is Risen!
He is risen! Words we love
to share. It means so much
to the Christian. It means
life doesn’t end in a box.
Rather, it will continue in
heaven. And that means a
life free from the burdens we presently experience
on this earth. No more mourning, no more crying
or pain. All of the challenges that come with this
life are gone.

Good News is intended for everyone. Now is the
time to let everyone know who your God is and
what can be theirs through Jesus Christ our Lord!
He is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!!!
Serving the Lord with you,

Pastor Hopkins

What we are in store for, it is hard for us to imagine. But we do know from Scripture, there will be
a great banquet feast! The sun will never set, because our God provides all the light! We will have
special places for us to live in for all of eternity.
We will be there, not because we earned it. We
will be there because of a gracious God who loves
us. It all happens because of what Jesus has done
for us as we recall in the events of Holy Week. His
suffering and death, and most importantly rising
from the grave alive, means we have a new life
now and one that will come to full fruition in
heaven.
“He is risen!” means that and more.

From our family to yours, giving thanks to
God for you and praying that you have a
blessed Easter!
Pastor, Donna and Jacob Hopkins

Share that Good News with everyone, for that

Inside this Issue…
Pastor’s Message ....................................... Page
More from Pastor Hopkins .......................... Page
From the Minister of Music.......................... Page
From the Deacon’s Bench ........................... Page
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign ...... Page
Board of Outreach ..................................... Page
Board of Stewardship ................................. Page

1
2
3
4
4
5
5

A Word from the Principal ........................... Page 6
Early Childhood Center News ...................... Page 6
LWML News .............................................. Page 7
Comfort Dog Ministry ................................. Page 8
Lutheran Counseling Center ........................ Page 9
TLS Summer Stars Program ...................... Page 10

The Good News

More from Pastor Hopkins...

April 2021
Volume 5 No. 4
Page 2

New Video Equipment
The new video equipment is installed and working. If you worshipped last Palm Sunday, you got a good look
at this new view of worship ministry from Trinity.
But this worship ministry is also a great outreach ministry as well. The best way to get that word out is to
share the Facebook page on your page and to personally tell others to come and worship online with you too!
If you don’t tell anybody, the message cannot be heard, kind of like my sound at the beginning of the service
on Palm Sunday. You couldn’t hear me very well, because I forgot to turn my microphone on! You couldn’t
hear me. Others can’t hear the Good News either unless you turn your voice on and tell them to tune in and
worship with you. It is all about sharing Jesus with others and in an easy and creative way by worshipping
online.
Who would have thought that the pandemic would create a new ministry for Trinity?
This new ministry came about because many saw this as a vital way to expand our worship and outreach.
They supported expanding this ministry with financial gifts to get the new video equipment to enhance your
worship experience. It also came to be because many used their skills to help install this equipment in the
Sanctuary. That was a tremendous blessing and an enormous cost savings for the congregation too!
We will have a special dedication and thanksgiving to God in an upcoming Sunday in our worship service.
The date for this has not been set yet, but I wanted to communicate with you that I feel that it is very important to dedicate this to God and recognize and give thanks for all who have made this possible. (For those
who want to remain anonymous with your gifts, you will remain so, but it is still important to give thanks to
God for all who have contributed either with gifts or service.)
In the meantime, the video crew is learning how to use these new tools for ministry. Many of these things
can only be fine tuned during a worship service when people are in the Sanctuary. So you may see some
tweaking now and then with the video and the sound. They will also learn how to quickly communicate with
the pastor to ensure his microphone is on too!  So as we all learn, your patience is most appreciated as
are your comments, suggestions and prayers. That is part of how we learn too. Since the goal is to improve
your worship experience as much as possible.
In the meantime, give thanks to God for this technology to enhance worship and to further spread the Gospel.

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
… for the May 2021 Good News newsletter are due no later
than noon on Friday April 23! Thank you!
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THE HALLELUJAH CHORUS
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, this will be our second Easter at Trinity without any choral music. One
of the anthems our Trinity Choir would often sing is Handel's famous Hallelujah Chorus from his oratorio Messiah, as everyone stands to hear that Christ shall reign forever and ever, Hallelujah! Why do we stand
though, and why is this piece so famous, and powerful that it sends chills up many spines, and tears to many
eyes?
George Frederick Handel was born in Halle, Germany in 1685, he perfected his compositional craft in Germany, but subsequently went to England in 1712. He went to England to compose Italian operas, which was
all the rage at the time, for the nobility. Handel was so good at this he was highly respected and received
many accolades. Yet, the tastes of the people are fickle and Italian opera was falling out of favor, with English language music being in demand. Handel went with the trend, and tried his hand at oratorios, which are
kind of like religious operas, but with more choir music, and not usually acted out.

Messiah was his sixth composition in this style. The words from the Bible were collected by Charles Jennens,
who Handel has worked with in the past. It is in three parts, describing the birth of Christ, mostly through
Old Testament prophecies, the second part depicts Christ's passion; it is here that the Hallelujah chorus is
used as the end of part 2, remembering Christ's rising from the grave. The final section depicts the life of the
world to come.

Messiah premiered in Dublin in 1742, after Handel composed the entire 259 pages in about three weeks. It
has been reported that Handel himself said that, after he finished composing the Hallelujah chorus, he saw
"all of heaven before me and God Almighty seated on His throne with His angels." The performance in Dublin was a success, but when Messiah was performed in London, it didn't fare as well. After a couple of performances, it was dropped from the concert scene by 1744 for a lack of interest. Fortunately for Handel, he
was asked to write music for charity to support the Foundling Hospital in London around 1749. In his music
for this occasion was the Foundling Hospital Anthem, at the end of which Handel used his "Hallelujah Chorus".

Handel was (in)famous for reusing his music. The Foundling Hospital concert was a success and the Hallelujah Chorus became famous, and Messiah concerts started to appear, with many requests for them around
Easter.
So why do we stand when we hear the Hallelujah Chorus? As interest was renewed in hearing Messiah and
performances became more frequent, King George II attended one. At the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus
(Which is about an hour and forty five minutes into Messiah, the King stood, either overtaken by religious fervor, or his legs needed stretching, we don't know. Since the King stood, everyone had to stand. This story
quite possibly is apocryphal, since there are no records of the king even attending, but this is the tale that
has been passed down for hundreds of years, and who am I to change it? Even though we won't hear it at
Trinity this year, here is a link to hear a fine performance of the piece on YouTube. It is up to you if you wish
to stand. Happy Easter!
Henry DeVries

Minister of Music
https://youtu.be/rgqaKpWPPXo
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From the Deacon’s Bench

Meteorologically, we have put another cold, dark winter behind us, and are looking forward to new life as the
grass turns green, flowers appear and the trees once again are full of leaves. In the church we also enter a
new season. Easter, a season bursting with life and joy.
We celebrate that Christ, in His life, death and resurrection has eliminated the curtain of sin that otherwise
would separate us from God the Father. Through faith we are assured of spending an eternity with God.
Sometimes I think how great it’s going to be when we are welcomed into His kingdom and then I remember
we have already been welcomed into His kingdom in our baptism and faith.
Do you remember when you received a gift from a friend or family member that was fantastic? I imagine you
could not wait to tell your friends and other family members what you got. You just had to share the joy. Can
you think of a greater gift than the one Christ has given us? Share that joy with those you come in contact
with, not only on Easter but every day. Christ has risen Alleluia. He has risen indeed.
Deacon Doug Brosky
Your Deacons:

Doug Brosky

Betsy Lazarek

Debbie Vergara

Anthony Cavaliere

Peg Ruhs

Lynn Waldeck

The Good News
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign News
As hard as it is to believe Trinity’s Honor, Serve, Provide capital campaign was officially
launched three years ago this month. Trinity’s church and school have been blessed with
the support of pledges as well as a multitude of additional one-time memorial gifts and
donations. Our hoped-for goal of $210,000 has been surpassed. We now stand at
$286,116.00 pledged and donated funds.
We have completed almost all of our planned projects and have been able to meet unexpected needs as well. More than $198,680 of capital projects have been completed. All
thanks to your generosity!
The new sound system in our church for in-person and online services posed issues that were patiently addressed by the Board of Properties along with Jacob Hopkins and Tom Perovich. The sound is crystal clear for
both purposes. When you have a chance to see the new sound equipment booth, built by Warren Breuer, you
will be very impressed.
Our committee of stalwart members have met monthly for almost four years to plan and carry out the wishes
of our congregations and families. Trinity’s Board of Properties has met every challenge presented and saved
Trinity a considerable amount of money through their volunteered expertise. We are blessed by their talents.
Capital Campaign Committee members over the years have included: Pastor Chip Froehlich, Pastor John Hopkins*, Tammy Mazza, Jennifer Forte, Mary-Elaine Leake*, Doris Gargan*, Charles Henle, Jane Kramer*, Jane
Lottes, Jeanetta Daniels, Carolyn Ginyard, Jeanine Davis, Lynn Waldeck* and Co-Chairs Lauren Straub* and
John Vergara*.
*Committee members active since the beginning.
The efforts of the Capital Campaign Committee and those of the Board of Properties are appreciated beyond
measure on behalf of Trinity’s church and school.
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From the Board of Outreach
Hope for the Sinner

The story of King Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33) ranks as perhaps the most dramatic and compelling conversions of all of Scripture and perhaps in the history of mankind. The depth of his sinfulness and depravity surpassed the evil done by all the prior Kings of both Israel and Judah. He went out of his way to deliberately
insult the Name of Yahweh by desecrating His Temple with idolatry and its degenerate practices. Among
these were the consulting of mediums, spirits, and the occult, the sexual immorality of pagan fertility cults,
and infant sacrifice. He was equal in depravity to any pagan King before or since and his example led his subjects deep into idolatry. There are few in history then who match his wickedness.
We would expect the Lord’s outraged hand of judgment to fall on such a heinous sinner as Manasseh. Thus,
it is quite surprising that the Lord did not desert him. He loved the man enough to send affliction his way.
This broke him and led him to sincere repentance. His conversion gives hope for all of us. No matter how degenerate a person may become, that one is never beyond the reach of the message of the gospel, never beyond the reach of God’s mercy and grace. It also shows us one purpose of the afflictions and trials that the
Lord allows to come our way. They are often designed to lead us closer to Him and to lead the sinner to repentance and faith. Thus, we would do well to bear this in mind when we present the gospel to those we
may deem gross sinners.
Do you know anyone like Manasseh? What do you think of them? How do you reach such a person for Jesus?

The Good News
From the Board of Stewardship
With the events of Jesus death and resurrection fresh in our minds, let us consider our role as stewards of
all the resources God has entrusted to us. As we do so we recognize that stewardship involves a Gospelpowered style of life which is demonstrated in servanthood within all the arenas of life in imitation of Jesus
Himself.

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus, who being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and become obedient to death--death on a cross!” (Phil. 2:5-8)
“Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever
wants to be first must be your slave--just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matt. 20:26b-28; see also Matt. 25:31-46)
“Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and
wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash
his disciples' feet.” (John 13:3-5 see also vv. 15-17)
In the light of such passages, we see that just as Jesus came to serve, stewards are privileged to serve others through their abilities and resources. Therefore, we should adopt the attitude of a servant in our relationships with others. As God's children through faith in Christ with the Holy Spirit's help we will not set
aside servant hood for the sake of merely reaching an organizational goal. We will take on the attitude of
Christ’s servant in all our decisions and actions. We will serve the Lord with personal acts of compassion
and service as well as financial gifts. We will also recognize that service done for the benefit of the community and world is also a part of Christian stewardship.
Anthony Cavaliere

The Good News
A Word from the Principal

April 2021
Volume 5 No. 4
Page 6

Dear Trinity Families, Staff, and Friends,
At this writing, we are heading into to Holy Week and then the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection on
Easter. In this Holy Week we move from death to life – darkness to light! This year, the hope of Easter
reaches our hearts even more profoundly as we continue to face current challenges and look forward to better days ahead.
March was as busy as ever at school. We celebrated Women’s Month with daily segments about the achievements and accomplishments of famous women during our morning announcements along with assignments
and activities in our classes. Some of the other activities and events of the month included “Green Day” on
St. Patrick’s Day, the issuance of report cards for the students in grades K-8, and two virtual open houses.
April is a short month due to the Easter break which will begin on Maundy Thursday, April 1 and will continue
though the week after Easter. Classes will resume on Monday, April 12. Also F.A.S.T. Athletics for students
in K-3 will take place outside after the vacation.
At the present time, the PTFA is preparing for virtual Supermarket Wingo to be held on June 4. So mark your
calendars!
Please keep Trinity’s Summer STARS summer program in mind for your children. If you can help to share
this information with friends and relatives, we would be grateful.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.
Lenten and Easter Blessings,

Mary Leake
Principal

The Good News
Early Childhood Center News
The staff and children from Trinity’s Early Childhood Center have had a very busy month of March. While all
of our classes have continued with their story time, Jesus time, and curriculum, it has been a month of many
celebrations and special events.
All of our classes celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday and Read Across America the first week in March. Each day
we celebrated a different theme with a specific Dr. Seuss story. The children and staff enjoyed this week of
celebration.
Carolyn Gallegos,
Early Childhood Center Director

Wacky Wednesday in ECC 2!

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss from ECC 3!
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LWML News

Here is an update about the LWML Veterans collection which just ended a
few days ago in March. We've collected a total of 217 items for the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Northport. 111 men's items, 56 women and
children's items and 52 items (for either M or F use).
We will be having our highly anticipated Annual High Tea event as a drive
thru on Saturday, April 17 in the handicap parking lot with pickup time between 11am-1pm. The cost is $10
per High Tea meal with the funds raised going towards various mission projects. Reservations for the meals
will be limited to 100 orders and they are filling up fast. Please call Helen Peter at 516-938-6914 to reserve
your meal(s). Included in the High Tea meal will be eight varieties of sandwich offerings which comes to two
full sandwiches as well as desserts, a favor and tea for you to enjoy at home. Payment (cash or check to
Trinity Lutheran LWML) for your order will be needed by April 12. Helen's address is: 33 Winding Road,
Hicksville, NY 11801
In April we will be collecting items for hospice kits to be sent to Global Health Ministries. Please place all
hospice kit donations by April 18 in the box labeled for this in the church Narthex. Items can also be dropped
off at a bin labeled for this by Helen's house by April 20. Helen's address and phone number is listed above.
Items needed: New or gently used regular bath towels (not longer than 48") and wash cloths. New items
needed: bath size bars of soap, (wrapped, unscented such as Dove unscented for sensitive skin,
toothbrushes (individually wrapped), pick-style combs, nail clippers, bandaids, jars or tubes of petroleum jelly
(4oz or larger, lid taped), and heavy duty, medium size kitchen gloves.
A big thank you for everyone who supported our missions even in these challenging times! Stay safe and be
well!
Helen Peter

Trinity LWML President

Annual High Tea
Saturday, April 17
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Handicapped Parking Lot Drive-Thru
Includes Tea, Eight Sandwich Varieties, Desserts and a Favor
for you to enjoy at home!
$10.00 per person
(make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran LWML)
All proceeds will go to support LWML Missions
RSVP by April 12 to Helen Peter at 938-6914
Participation is limited to 100 orders
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The Good News
Comfort Dog Ministry

On February 24 and 25 Abraham zoomed with St. James Lutheran Pre-school. With
classes of 2, 3 and 4 year olds they read a book to the classes. After they read, the
students asked some great questions to Abraham’s handlers, like what was his favorite snack or item to play with. After the zoom, the students colored an Abraham Comfort dog coloring page. A lovely note was sent after the visit.
“Our Preschool LOVED meeting Abraham and his handlers, Miss Donna, Miss Christine
and Mr. Mike! We all fell in love with Abraham, his demeanor, and his ability to "work
and to play" - so beautiful in every way! The "humans' were excellent in describing to
our preschoolers and teachers all about Abraham's ministry, his ways of comforting
others, his body movements when comforting those who might be in a wheelchair or
in a hospital bed, his eating habits, what toys he likes to play with, and also about his
siblings who we learned are in the family business as well! How proud Abraham's parents must be! :)
Abraham's presence helped the children, teachers and staff
members, and our parents understand more of what
Abraham does and who he is!”
Top Dog Donna continues to reach out and make connections with
the local military chaplains. Pastor Robert Cook is the Chaplain at
West Point and a member of the Atlantic District. Again, once visits
start he has invited the ministry to visit the campus.

Abraham attends a congregation
member’s 90th birthday!

Abraham visits the Trinity students after being away for 1 year. Abraham along with his
Police handlers visited the classes at Trinity for his birthday. George and John were able
to talk about where they go and what the do with Abraham as they represent this ministry. At the end of each meeting each class left with a special coloring page and crayon
and a goody bag for his birthday. Even the children zooming in from home were able to
visit as well.
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The Good News
Lutheran Counseling Center

UPDATE FOR APRIL 2021
NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS
AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT

Prepared especially for LCC Association
Congregations & Schools

Restoration and Resiliency

By Aleisha Garvin, LCSW, LCC Counselor
March marked the one year anniversary of the World Health Organization declaring
COVID-19 a pandemic. For the past year, the world as we knew it was changed. We
were catapulted into this world that seemed irrevocably broken amid hopelessness, loss
and trauma. We as social workers and essential frontline workers witnessed a nation
having high levels of anxiety, depression, loneliness and ultimately, grief. Friends and
family could not see each other, parishioners could not worship together, children could
not attend school, economic hardship and food insecurity were rampant. According to
Donna Raphael, Senior Director at Family and Children’s Association, the pandemic highlighted the disparity and disproportionality in communities of color. Her response to the
inequality was to organize multiple food drives and offer families opportunities to access food needed for
themselves and their children.
We as caretakers have to place a high priority on self-care and make sure to get adequate rest and exercise. Social workers have to remember to seek out professional help as needed as the toll of mental
health care during a crisis does not discriminate and we all are susceptible. We know that social workers
are resilient; we will be restored and bounce back. Erika Deans, Medical Social Worker at the Nassau
County Juvenile Detention Center reflected and shared, “COVID-19 tore through this nation with such uncertainty and has shined a light on inequities in systems that were supposed to be designed to help, not
hurt, our neighbors. But from the first days of the Social Work Movement during the Civil War until today,
women in social work have been on the frontlines to lend guidance and support to the most vulnerable
populations”.
I would be remiss in not mentioning the role of clergy and our faith leaders as essential front line workers
and the challenges the pandemic has tolled on the faith based community. Pastors have witnessed firsthand the despair, desolation and mental anguish experienced during this pandemic. Bishop James Byrd of
Love Fellowship Temple offered the following reflection: “Being clergy and gathering to pray, teach, and
commune is what we do. Going to hospital beds to pray for the sick and counsel with families has been
stripped from me. Being a hands on pastor and now having to rely on social media to communicate has
become a challenge but also a reward. . . .This pandemic has taught me to tell those you love that you
love them NOW because tomorrow isn’t promised. As a pastor I rely on my faith to assist me in my daily
walk with God and people but this pandemic has taught me that my faith alone is not the entire answer.
My health partnered with my faith is just as important. I preach/ teach that my body is God’s Temple and
through this pandemic it has enlightened me to the fact that I must take care of my physical health if I
intend to be here to do the spiritual . . .Let’s take the positive lessons Covid has taught us and become
better at being a better us.”
As we reflect on the passing year, let us look to the future. A future of hope, restoration and resiliency.
“Whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world, even
our faith” I John 5:4 NKJV
Aleisha Garvin, LCSW, has over 25 years of Forensic Experience working in Government in the areas of Social
Welfare, Criminal Justice and Mental Health. She counsels adults and teens for LCC. For an appointment with a
counselor or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. Sessions are virtual.

