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Inside this Issue… 

RED LETTER 
CHALLANGE 

 
2020 has been a disrup-
tive year to say the least.  
Many people are glad it is 
over, but approach the 
new year, 2021, with fear 
and trembling.  It is a 
blessing 

that the season of Lent comes early 
this year.  Ash Wednesday is Febru-
ary 17.  This gives us all an early op-
portunity to decrease our fear, yet 
increase our faith and perseverance. 

How do we take on this challenge? 

We do it by taking up the Red Letter Challenge 
(RLC) this Lenten season.  RLC is an opportunity to 
spend 40 days with the words of Jesus.  You know 
them, the ones written in red letters in your Bibles. 
You will be challenged to believe them and put 
them into practice in your daily life.  The Red Letter 
Challenge centers on a devotional workbook enti-
tled appropriately, The Red Letter Challenge.  Over 
the course of five weeks, we will focus on five prin-
ciples: Being, Forgiving, Serving, Giving, Going. 

So if you have ever asked yourself, “How do I fol-
low Jesus?  What am I supposed to do as a Chris-
tian?”  Now is the perfect time to learn. 

Plan on joining us for this study!  We will meet in 
groups via Zoom or if possible in person, keeping 
the number to 10 to make sure there is room to 
social distance.  This is an exciting time to grow in 
your faith.  The first 25 folks who sign up can get 
the Red Letter Challenge workbook for $10, then 
the price goes to $20.  (That is because we got a 
deal for ordering 25, then the additional books are 
for $20 each.) 

So sign up fast and take up the 
challenge!  Your faith will appreci-
ate that you did! 

Contact Deacon Anthony at 
ACavaliere@trinityhicksville.org if 
you wish to enroll. 

If you currently lead a Bible study or would like to 
lead a small group of your family and/or friends, 
fear not!  In addition to the workbook, there are 
online resources that have everything you need to 
engage in the words of Jesus and discuss them in 
your weekly meetings!  Let Deacon Anthony know 
that too! 

I have to say, I am excited about this study, so 
much so, you might hear about it in a sermon or 

two!    If you haven’t been in a Bible study lately, 

Lent is a perfect time to start! 

Serving the Lord with you, 
 

Pastor Hopkins 

mailto:ACavaliere@trinityhicksville.org
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Online Worship! 
 
We have been looking at getting the right equipment to fully Live Stream our worship services.  The equip-
ment has and is being ordered!  We have a goal of having all of the equipment in and ready to use by Ash 
Wednesday, February 17.   

What that will mean is, that for the Ash Wednesday service, we are planning to Live Stream our service and 
have folks in worship at the same time!  Presently, we do not do that because of how limited we are with the 
equipment that we have.  The gifts that we have received are making it possible.   

So if you have thought about giving, now is the time to give.  We have about 75% of the costs covered with 
cash in hand.  If you can help that would be great.  We haven’t had any extra costs, but like any project, we 
want to be prepared for some unexpected expense.  (Nothing yet, just being prudent.)  Someone asked me, 
“If we have more than enough given, what would we do with the overage?”  That will go to improving the 
sound in the sanctuary.  The reason being, I have heard from several of you that “I can hear you better 
online, than in the sanctuary.”  We will look into how we can improve our sanctuary sound system for our in-
person worship.   

And… if things are going well in our community regarding Covid by then, we will resume singing in wor-
ship too… with masks on of course!  I know you want to sing as much as I do.  We just need to make sure 
we all remain safe.   

When that time comes, I suspect due to social distancing, please plan on calling the church office to make 
reservations for services since we still be limited to 50 in the sanctuary.   

That is the latest. Lots to lift up to the Lord that this all falls into place! 

Exciting things coming in the New Year. Makes us all cry out: Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
Pastor Hopkins 

To the people of God at Trinity, 

 

Have a happy and healthy New Year! 

 

From Pastor, Donna, and Jacob Hopkins 
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Your Deacons:  Doug Brosky  Betsy Lazarek  Debbie Vergara 

   Anthony Cavaliere Peg Ruhs  Lynn Waldeck  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! I imagine most of us have heard that wish expressed over the past few weeks. In view of 
the events of this past year I expect that greeting was accompanied by the hope that the new year would be 
better than 2020. 

What is really going to be new about 2021? King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 1:9 said “What has been is what 
will be, and what has been done is what will be done and there is nothing new under the sun.” Boy, that 
sounds pretty negative, but wait, Solomon is talking about our human condition, and not our relationship with 
God.  

There is something new every day when we look to the Lord and not ourselves. The new is found in our rela-
tionship with our Lord and Savior. Jesus in instituting the Lord’s supper said “This cup that is poured out for 
you is the new covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:20)  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation.” 

So, what is new, or perhaps better stated renewed this year is our relationship with the Lord. In faith we are 
assured of spending eternity with him. That’s what’s new today and every day. Regardless of worldly events 
nothing as Paul says in Romans 8:38-39 can ever separate us from the love of God. That promise never gets 
old. It is new every day.  “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 

118:24)  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
Deacon Doug Brosky 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign News 

Happy New Year!!  The Capital Campaign Committee wishes everyone a blessed and healthy New 
Year. 2020 was certainly a year to be remembered. While it was not the year any of us were ex-
pecting we have much to be thankful for. In this, our final year of the Honor, Serve, Provide cam-
paign, our fund has collected over $261,000.  

We have been able to refurbish many areas of the church and school, add vital components and 
repair areas in need thanks to your generosity. Last month’s newsletter detailed the projects 

completed year by year. Going forward improvements will be made in the  sound system in the church as well as 
audio/video equipment that will enable more people to attend church during this pandemic and more effectively 
continue our mission online. 

Through special donations, as well as pledges and  memorial donations we, along with the Board of Properties, 
were able to meet the challenges COVID-19 presented our church and school. Air conditioning for all classrooms 
and two new awnings for our gym (now used for arrival and dismissal) and courtyard entrances are improvements 
that will be appreciated for years to come.  

At this time many pledges have been met, memorial donations and gifts have been gratefully received. During the 
Honor, Serve, Provide campaign we have detailed our needs and you have assisted us in providing vital funding to 
meet those needs. Trinity’s 150+ years as a congregation, 65+ years as a school and 50+ years as a center for 
early childhood education has provided a Christ-based center for individuals and families who continue to love it 
today.  

We are looking forward to coming together with you in prayer and praise of our Lord and Savior in our sanctuary. 
Capital needs will continue. We know you will continue to help us meet those needs and we sincerely thank you. 
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Henry DeVries, 
Minister of Music 

The Only Son from Heaven – LSB 402 
 
We often hear of the men of the Reformation, Martin Luther, Frederick the Wise and 
Philip Melancthon, as well as the other reformers of the sixteenth century, but what 
about the women?  We sometimes hear of Katie Luther, Martin’s devoted wife, but 
what about Elisabeth Cruciger?  A name that certainly doesn’t flow off anyone’s 
tongue, yet she is remembered for her poetry in the hymn “The Only Son from 
Heaven,” a beautiful statement of faith for Epiphany, a hymn appointed for the Sec-
ond Sunday of Epiphany, this year on January 17. 

Elisabeth Cruciger, awaking early, looked out into the pre-dawn darkness that sur-
rounded their Wittenberg home. Their two children were still asleep. Her husband 
Caspar would soon be up and off to his daily adventures with Luther and Melancthon. 
But for now all was quiet. It was a time for prayer and meditation. There was a bright 
morning star aglow on the distant horizon. How could she not help but recall that promise of ages “a star 
shall come out of Jacob!” (Numbers 24:17) For the day had dawned and the morning star had risen in her 
heart (2 Peter 1:19) when she was brought to saving faith in Jesus Christ, “the only Son from heaven.” And 
had not her Savior Himself proclaimed it? “I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 
star.” (Revelation 22:16) And so, Elisabeth Cruciger, born of German nobility, sat down to write of the One 
whose far greater nobility was demonstrated in His coming into this world as the virgin-born, God-anointed 
King, to vanquish grim death and open heaven and life to every sinner. Here was the soon-forgotten wife and 
mother, who had been rescued from the nunnery of false belief and superstition, writing of how her heart 
had been awakened to know and love her Savior and Lord. Now she was able to stand in that saving gospel 
with faith unshaken.  

Elisabeth Cruciger must have realized, in the midst of the early Reformation movement, that the world con-
tinued to move desperately and tragically against the Lord and His anointed. Because of that, the lives of the 
reformers and their families were threatened every day. And yet, each morning star would be a glimpse of 
heaven, a sure reminder and proof of the truth of Scripture—salvation in Jesus Christ alone—and the fullness 
of life in heaven. Elisabeth Cruciger’s proclamation of the gospel, her hymn-testimony of faith, has continued 
to shine through the past five hundred years! And, like a true and faithful child of God and disciple of the 
Lord, she let that light shine, not on herself, but only on the One whose light of salvation could never be con-
fined and to which no star in the heavens could ever compare.  
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With everything shut down because of the virus Trinity’s LWML is still hard at work planning programs for our 
entire year. 
 
2020 – 2021 L.W.M.L. Meeting Dates 

9/15/20   We packed and delivered items for the veterans 
10/20/20 25 Hospice kits were mailed to Global Ministries 
11/02/20 Plans were worked on how to deliver our pork roast dinner 
11/30/20 We purchased items and made plans for Christmas gift baskets 
1/19/21 We will  collect layettes for Appalachia and Uniondale 

The rest of the year’s programs scheduled details to follow: 

2/20/21 Quilting at Helen’s home on Saturday 
3/16/21 Collection for veterans accepted at Helen’s home 
4/20/21 Collection for hospice kits accepted at Helen’s home 
5/18/21 Installation if possible 
 
2020 – 2021 L.W.M.L. Special Events 

Thanks for God’s blessings and the generosity of our faithful family and friends of Trinity, our Missionary 
Fundraisers have been a huge success and all money goes to Missions. 

2/07/20 Line dancing raised $1,005.00 
Sept. 2020 Bakeless cake sale - $1,030.00 
11/14/20 Pork roast dinner pick-up - $1,765.00 
12/05/20 Christmas gift baskets (10:00 AM – 4:00 PM) - $1,663.00 
4/17/21 High tea still to be held 
5/15/21 Garage sale to be held 
6/19/21 Soon to be announced 
 
DONATIONS FOR NEW LIFE LAYETTES and APPALACHIAN PROJECT 

Below is a list of items needed: 

New and gently used baby clothing, sizes 0-24 months, 
Sleepers with feet, stretches with feet, 
Long pant stretches, onesies, sweaters 
Receiving blankets, blankets, bottles, feeding dishes, 
Utensils, Hats and Gloves 

Please return items Sunday, January 17 in the box across from Pastor’s office 

PLEASE NOTE:  If we are still locked down due to the virus, all items must be dropped off on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19 ONLY  at Helen Peter’s home at: 

33 Winding Road 
Hicksville, NY  11801 
(516) 938-6914 
 
Thank you for your help and cooperation with this project. 
 
Helen Peter,  
LWML President 
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NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS 
… for the February 2021 Good News 
newsletter are due no later than noon 
on Monday, January 25! Thank you! 

While this past December certainly looked different, the children of Trinity’s Early Childhood Center were still 
quite busy.  The children were busy preparing crafts for their families, learning Christmas songs, and most im-
portantly learning about the birth of Jesus.  Each class celebrated with a “Happy Birthday Jesus” party.  While 
we were not able to welcome all of the children’s families to the church for our traditional Christmas programs, 
the staff of the Early Childhood Center, with the help of Mr. Stainkamp, were able to create a vdeo Christmas 
program that we were able to share with families.  On the last day before the Christmas vacation began all of 
our ECC classes had a Christmas Pajama and Hot Chocolate Day!  

We are looking forward to welcoming back the children of Trinity’s Early Childhood Center in the New Year!   
Wishing you all the best of everything in 2021!      
 
Carolyn Gallegos, 
ECC Director 
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When we talk to people about Jesus we should want them to meet Him in us. Now this could be a daunting 
task. When we think about God, we think of Him as complex, holy, and mysterious. God is Triune: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. But when we relate to Him we do so in love for He has revealed Himself a Father: loving, 
patient and merciful. He loves us so much that He graciously puts up with our sins, foibles, and imperfec-
tions. He is willing to even put up with our complaints and doubts, for He knows that as He works on our 
hearts, we will come to repentance and realize that His way is best. When we come to Him in humble repen-
tance, He unconditionally forgives us. This is because we have faith that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross has 
atoned for all our sins, past, present and future. When God the Father looks at us, he sees Jesus. He loves 
each of us as much as he loves the Son. 

Yet perhaps this image of God as loving and merciful has been challenged during this time of pandemic and 
every time we hear of intense suffering and painful death. Many ask “How can a loving God allow this to hap-
pen?” But we believers should firmly hold to our faith. We now that God loves us but also allows suffering in 
our lives. We do not stop loving Him for we realize He knows what is best, He does not owe us an explanation. 
As we endure trials, He always equips us with all we need to endure the trials we suffer. And so we have peace 
knowing that God is using them for a purpose. They help us grow into the image of Jesus. One day, after we 
are united with Him in glory, we will understand all these things. The suffering we endure now will seem worth 
all the joy we will have then for we will be dwelling in the glorious presence of God forever.  

Jesus is the only way to know God. He is God, He reveals God in His fulness. Consequently, when I meet some-
one I want them to meet Him.  I want them to know that God loves them, cares about them, and suffers with 
them. He accepts them as they are and does not expect them to be perfect before He will love them. After all, I 
am the perfect example of an imperfect person whom God loves and is using to do His work. If He can love and 
use such a person as I or you, He will love anyone. May people meet Jesus in us in this New Year. 
 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 
 
Remove the word ‘everyone’ and insert the name of your loved one. 
As long as there’s life, there’s hope!  

For the New Year let us pray for our unsaved loved ones. Send me 
the name of a loved one, and we can pray together for that one. 
ACavaliere@trinityhicksville.org.  If you want to be a part of this min-
istry and pray with me, contact me. 

Who knows where the Lord might lead us and those we are praying 
for! 

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

The Board of Outreach is compiling a book of  Devotions for Lent 2021 which begins February 17! And we 
just finished Advent! We want to encourage our prayerful brethren to write a short devotion. More info to 
follow. If interested contact ACavaliere@trinityhicksville.org  

mailto:ACavaliere@trinityhicksville.org
mailto:ACavaliere@trinityhicksville.org
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2021: a new year. 2020 was chaotic and troubling. But we can approach this new year with faith and hope if 
we take the time to take stock of the year past so we can improve the year to come. It is time to sit down to 
plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our stewardship 
for the coming year. 

Often, we find this daunting and joyless, but it does not have to be. Here are some tips to make that plan-
ning less stressful. You begin by answering these three questions: 

  Who are you? 
  To whom do I give? 
  And how much? 

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s 
Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: 
church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles and diffi-
culties, seem to arise about giving to the Church. 

So, what is our duty as members of the Church about giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a guide. St. 
Paul taught: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). 
This means the local congregation is primary. 

Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to 
you. Your congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the 
Church, He has the local congregation in mind.  

How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give: 

 Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 
 Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 
 Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 
 Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and 
 With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 

Cor. 8:23). 

Giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. It is deliberate and 
regular: weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly, keeping in mind our own strengths, weaknesses, and 
limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent. 

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was commanded for 
the Israelites, but we can give as much as we want, but we should not want to be less generous the Israel-
ites.  

And how are we to give it? We give with eagerness and earnestness. We give cheerfully and with love, not 
out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God 
has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting 
with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

In stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work that He accomplishes here on 
earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those who are in need. Taking part in that 
makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom. 
  
Deacon Anthony 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
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Abraham had a busy December.  He started collecting Christmas cards from other comfort dogs across the 
country.  35 Dogs sent cards.  Gift baskets of Comfort and Joy were assembled and delivered.  The response 
from the recipients was heartwarming. A basket filled with home-made cookies, hot chocolate and mugs 
along with the cards brought a level of joy to these folks and a smile to our faces. 

Team Abraham participated in the Wreaths Across America  wreath laying at Long Island National Cemetery.  
The team laid over 100 wreaths to honor our Veterans.   

Abraham ended the month of December visiting his friends at the 911 call center.  Making sure he visited 
various shifts to give them each some comfort and spread some holiday joy. 
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UPDATE FOR JANUARY 2021 

NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT  

Prepared especially for LCC Association 
Congregations & Schools  

A Counselor Shares Her Personal Devotion: COVID And ‘Getting Bigger’  
                                            By: Elizabeth Geiling, MSED, LMHC, LCC Counselor 
 
As I think back on this past year, the word that keeps coming to my mind is unsettled. We 
don’t know what the future holds for our nation, our health, our career and our family.  To 
date, I have never experienced anything like this where all parts of my life are uncertain. We 
are in a pattern of waiting. We are in the psychological space of limbo, which is one of the 
most demanding states, requiring a lot of emotional energy, before we even get to the re-
quired work of the day. We are unsettled, uncertain and often afraid of what is coming next. 

My son is a hardcore climber. He has climbed all over the world, Argentina, Bolivia, Peru, and he summited Mt. 
Rainer. Recently, he had an accident; not at all related to his dangerous journeys. He was moving a stove and it 
slipped down the stairs, with him staying almost ahead of it. We received the phone call (in November) that 
could be any parent’s call, but, indeed every parent’s worst nightmare. 

“Your son has been hurt…” As I listen and try to take the details in, the irony does not escape me.  An oven, a 
random accident has almost taken this kid out of the game permanently. It seems a bit unfair to the worrier and 
the mom in me, because I had preemptively imagined many horrific types of accidents and none of them in-
cluded a major appliance 

10 days in the hospital and 3 surgeries to wait through gave me a lot of time to ponder life! I would like to share 
an experience that happened in the hospital, or as my mother-in law would call it, a “God Wink:” 

I am sitting by the hospital bed of my 23 year old son, who has been seriously injured. Bones broken, limbs 
crushed and he is scared and confused. I search every part of his face and I can see the baby, the child, the 
teen. He is bigger now, a grown man, but, I have loved this face and body from before our eyes met.  

Time has passed so quickly, but these hours at the bedside feel endless. I feel my body breaking, as I take in the 
scope of his injuries. My mind moves through the memories of the care I have provided. He is hurt and no 
amount of ‘mommy’ can fix this now. Soon, the hospital waiting game begins, as the surgeries are performed 
and we will the hours to pass.  

Directly in front of us in the family waiting area is the hospital gift shop and while we wait, we memorize the con-
tents in the window. Off to the left, there is a circular rack that contains all types of stuffed bears. Laying across 
the top, staring right at us is a stuffed bear that is almost an exact copy of the one we bought him on the day he 
was born. It is a little bigger than the original. 

As it often happens in tense situations, our family erupts with laughter when the realization hits. Because along 
the way, Luke lost baby bear and it was a memorable heartbreak. As a child he would wonder where he might 
be, search the campus we lived on absolutely sure he left it here or there.  At night, he would keep his brother 
awake suggesting other possible locations. We never found baby bear.  

Finally, we are called on the phone. He is through the surgery and we are able to see him.  He is in that post 
surgical sleep, between consciousness and unconsciousness and I sit by his bed.  He wakes a little and I hand 
him the newly purchased baby bear, he cuddles up to it and says, “I have been looking for you for a long time. 
You are a little bigger now.” His recollection, a simple, pure memory of something he loved deeply and never 
stopped looking for is a profound spiritual message to me (My “God Wink”).  

Continued... 
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 I am overwhelmed by presence of the Holy Spirit, reminding me that amidst all this brokenness and uncer-

tainty, I am being held in love and God is always looking for me. I am calm for the first time since this ordeal 

began. I feel we are at another beginning, baby bear in tow and that our family will emerge from this 

‘bigger’.  We will know more, we will understand more, we will have more empathy and we will know God is 

here holding us in the journey.  

I am aware that many of you are experiencing difficult times and the waiting and uncertainty is draining. I 

am inviting you in these scary, uncertain, sacred moments of your lives to keep your heart open to the “God-

Wink” that says – “I am the God of ages past, present and future. I’ve got you. I am always looking for you”  

When we cannot predict an outcome, when we are in limbo, while we are waiting, know that God is there 

too.  We pray that we will emerge bigger with a greater capacity for love and service.  

         Amen 

___________________________________ 

 
Betty Geiling, MSED, LMHC, is Associate Professor and Chair of the Psychology Dept. at Concordia College, Bronxville. 

She is currently a PhD candidate in Mental Health Counseling at Pace University. Her work experience includes counsel-
ing children of all ages, teens, adults, couples and families (normally at LCC’s Bronxville and Manhattan sites, but cur-

rently virtually through a HIPAA compliant platform). 

For an appointment with any of our counselors or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. For safety, all ses-
sions are currently provided using a secure, HIPAA compliant virtual video and/or audio platform. 


