
      The Good News  The Good News   

October 2020 

Volume 4 No. 9 

Page 1 

Pastor’s Message ....................................... Page 1 
From the Minister of Music .......................... Page 2 
The Deacon’s Bench ................................... Page 3 
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign ...... Page 4 
Early Childhood Center News ...................... Page 4 
A Word from the Principal ........................... Page 5 

Board of Outreach...................................... Page 6 
Board of Stewardship ................................. Page 7 
Comfort Dog Ministry ................................. Page 8 
LWML News .............................................. Page 9 
Sunday School and Christmas Angels ........... Page 9 
Lutheran Counseling Center ...................... Page 10 

Inside this Issue… 

It’s October! 
 
My how the year has flown by 
already.  And what a year we 
have had and continue to 
have.  The pandemic has af-
fected every aspect of our 
lives.  How we work.  How we 

worship. How we interact with each other.  That 
has caused stress to build.  And 
that spills over into those relation-
ships we have.  How we interact 
with each other.  How we worship 
together.  How we work together.  
Into what seems like every aspect 
of our lives. 

So let’s take a moment to pause 
and reflect. 

What also impacts every aspect of our lives?  God. 

Question is:  Do we really let God impact every as-
pect of our lives?   If we answer honestly, no. 

What would happen if we did? Consider the 
changes in our lives if we let the peace of God 
dwell in us richly!  That could impact how we work.  
How we worship.  How we interact with each other. 

How then would that work on our lives when stress 
comes our way?   

Think of it in these terms, how would that affect 
your life if you really understood that you were 
never alone?  That you had God by your side every 
moment.  That when those times of stress came, 
you had someone to stand by your side to take it 
on… to deal with it… to address whatever issues 

came your way.  What if, instead 
of responding with words immedi-
ately, you paused and consulted 
with God?  (I’m talking about 
prayer.)  How would that impact 
your life?  I think you will find that 
it will impact your life in all kinds 
of ways… for the better. 

It’s October.  We still have more of 
the year 2020 ahead of us. Re-

member, God is with you, every step of the way. 
Give thanks.  Pray often.  In every aspect of your 
life. And you will find that the peace of God will 
dwell in you richly. 

 

 

Serving the Lord with you, 

Pastor Hopkins 
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Henry DeVries, 
Minister of Music 

For those of you who are Amazon shoppers, did you know that Trinity will receive a donation from them 
every time you make a purchase? It’s called AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 

you to support Trinity Lutheran Church and School every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 
that Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to Trinity. Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com and enter your regular Amazon log in and password information. 
For “Pick Your Own Charitable Organization,” type “Trinity Lutheran Church”. Then 

bookmark smile.amazon.com and use it for all future Amazon purchases. Even after you’ve designated Trinity 
as your Smile recipient, we only receive donations if you purchase your products through Smile. You will see 
eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. For more infor-
mation please visit AmazonSmile. 

Some Good News About Trinity’s Organ 
 
In November, Trinity’s new organ from the Walker firm of Zionsville, PA 
will be two years old!  It’s hard to believe we have been able to use this 
fine instrument for worship and recitals that long.   

When anything is designed, you try to imagine how it will be used and 
plan accordingly.  Sometimes as you plan, things take a different path 
when you put it into practice.  Over these two years of living and learning 
with our new instrument, I thought to myself, if only we put this here in-
stead of there, and I wish we had added this sound instead of that one, it 
would be much more useful in retrospect.  Now there was nothing wrong 
with the organ, it was great, but I had some ideas, four specifically.  I 
contacted our designer Rick Tripodi and casually asked how much it would be if we were to change them, 
just so I had the number in my head for future reference, which he quickly obtained for me, then the pan-
demic hit.  This will have to be put on the back burner for a long time now I thought.   

Then, out of the blue, at the end of the summer, Rick contacted me and said he was thinking about it, and 
he wanted to donate the funds to make these things possible.  I was floored and thanked him profusely, as 
we all should.   

And so, on September 24, the changes were made. We now have available two beautiful new solo sounds, 
that is ones that will usually only carry a melody not multiple notes at once.  On the top keyboard (the 4th) 
we have a unique sound called a Stentorphone, which brings a broad, full, “wooly is the word we use for it” 
solo melody stop to the organ.  Also on 4th manual (that’s the organist’s term for keyboards) we also have a 
large scale flute, which can soar over the organ’s lush string sounds.  We also improved the soft bass sounds 
of the pedal division, and improved the chorus sound of the second keyboard, or Great division.   

Bob Walker himself came with his son to do the work; it is always a pleasure to have this giant in the world 
of digital organs with us to do the work himself.  While they were here, we got a bonus, in that they updated 
a few things on the organ, that they are installing on their newer instruments. And since they were here, they 
decided to add to our instrument as well.   

Many thanks to Rick and the Walker firm for the generous donation and excellent work that was done.  (If 
you are ever in church and want to know what a Stentorphone sounds like, shout up to me after service, I’ll 
let you hear it.) 



Your Deacons:  Doug Brosky  Betsy Lazarek  Debbie Vergara 

   Anthony Cavaliere Peg Ruhs  Lynn Waldeck  
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. . . for the November 2020 issue are due no later 
than noon on Friday, October 23! 

October 2020 sure is different to say the least, from any other year we have known. We are still fighting a 
pandemic, wildfires are burning, hurricanes, protests and riots, schooling for the children, not to mention the 
politics. October usually is a pretty month, the air cools, the leaves turn color, houses are decorated for fall 
and Halloween. With everything that is different, what stays the same? Jesus, today and tomorrow he is al-
ways with us, loving us. 

If you have children all they talk about is Halloween and their costumes. This year will they trick or treat or 
not? Stores have had candy in stock and been decorated for weeks 

But October 31 is more than just candy and costumes; it is also Reformation Day, a day that celebrates the 
reformation movement that brought to light the authority of Scripture and salvation by God’s grace alone, 
through faith alone. The Bible, the inspired Word of God, tells us: “It is  by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast”  Ephesians 2:8-9 

Martin Luther., a Roman Catholic priest who had had enough of the corruption and false teaching streaming 
out of Rome—took a bold and dangerous step as he nailed a paper to the door of a cathedral in Wittenberg, 
Germany on which he had written 95 complaints against the only Christian community of his day - his own 
Church. It is known as the 95 theses. He would not recant his protests against the Catholic Church. After a 
struggle of several years with officials in Rome, he was excommunicated in 1520.  This was only the begin-
ning of his continued teaching and preaching. He proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ to small gatherings. 
Soon those new fellowships of Christian believers grew and they were called Lutherans. Luther also believed 
that all should sing and he wrote “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” As we read the words we see that God 
never changes. (Verses 1 & 2) 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing: 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 
 

Deacon Lynn Waldeck 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/ways-to-live-the-truth-that-by-grace-you-have-been-saved-through-faith.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/pastors/11536447/


The Good NewsThe Good News  
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign News 

October 2020 

Volume 4  No. 9 

Page 4 

So much to celebrate! 

At a recent capital campaign meeting we recognized that Trinity has many reasons to 
celebrate during this difficult time of cancelled events, distant relationships, and strained 
routines.  We learned that $10,000 needed for technology at the school due to COVID-
19 has been anonymously donated for that purpose.  We have also learned that almost 
$5000 has been donated toward the video/audio needs for our on-line presence and an 
additional $10,000 has been pledged toward that goal. We praise God for these gifts and 
thank you for your generosity! 

As of mid-September, the Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign has raised $254,123 in pledges and dona-
tions surpassing our goal of $210,000. Numerous projects at the church, school, daycare and grounds have 
been completed with those funds. Our original list of projects to complete is dwindling.  All thanks to you! 

We will continue to provide updates on the progress of capital projects. As always, we also thank the Board 
of Properties volunteers who resourcefully accomplish so much for Trinity.  

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Early Childhood Center NewsEarly Childhood Center News 

Finally!  After so much time away and all of the preparing and planning that took 
place to welcome the children back safely, they are finally here!  Trinity’s Early 
Childhood Center staff are so excited to have the children back and to be teaching 
about the love of Jesus face to face again.  On September 10 and 11 we welcomed 
this year's ECC children by appointment, one at a time, to meet the teacher and see 
their new classrooms.  Parents and children were happy to be back at Trinity and to 
get the school year started.  The first day of classes for our Early Childhood Center 
children was Monday September 14.  Seeing the smiles of the children was a wel-
come sight for everyone after so much dedication and planning.   

As we wrap up the second week of school learning and fun is back in full 
swing.  The children are enjoying the beautiful weather with plenty of outdoor 
play.  The Pre-K children are busy with their first learning theme titled “Ready for 
School.”  They are learning about classrooms, teachers, and what it means to be a friend.  The Nursery class 
has a new Mother Goose Times curriculum and their first theme is “All About Me.”   The children are enjoying 
learning about themselves with exciting stories and activities.  

The entire staff is looking forward to a school year filled with laughter, learning, and love!  

Carolyn Gallegos, 
ECC Director 
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Dear Trinity Families and Friends, 

Here we are at the beginning of October!  I consider each day that the school is open to be a gift.  It was so 
wonderful to see the students again, in-person and online. A school is not a school without the students! Yes, 
we are open every day, and in grades K-8, we have a “real time” remote option for families who wish to have 
their children remain at home. Each month, if a student would like to return to school in-person, or switch to 
remote learning for the month, they may.   

At first it was very strange to remain six feet apart wearing masks and shields, but little by little we are be-
coming adjusted to the new normal. So many of us spent the summer planning for a safe reopening, and we 
are grateful to God for getting us this far.  Also, we are thankful that everyone has been so supportive and 
understanding of our safety protocols.   

One of our constant challenges is thinking about how to do something that we have 
always done but in a way that it is safe.  One example is the first day of school greet-
ing from Abraham Comfort Dog.  Traditionally, he has greeted the students on the 
first day, but this year, we had a staggered start for K-8 students and a number of 
students are learning remotely. To meet this challenge, on the third day of school, he 
and his handlers positioned themselves at a safe distance to greet the bus children in 
grades K-8.  He plans to come again to greet the “walkers” at the back door, and I 
am sure he would love to greet the ECC children and perhaps, at some point, even 
Zoom with the online students.   

Another challenge was “Back to School” night. We held two “Back to School” nights, 
one for the families of K-5 students and a second evening for the families of our idle 

school students. This was accomplished by using Zoom conferencing and the meetings were well attended.  
The ECC will be meeting for their “Back to School” night this month. 

Now we hope to have outdoor intramural sports and skill-building as an extra-curricular opportunity for stu-
dents in grades 4-8, and Fast Athletics for students in grades K-3.  Additionally, we are planning virtual field 
trips, some special fall outdoor events for the students, and picture day will take place outside as well. Stay 
tuned as we “re-imagine” (the now so often used word) the events of this school year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Mary-Elaine Leake 
Principal 
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In April of this year, the Synod presented a new resource for us to use specifically to aid us in this 

continuing pandemic. We have added the verse to our bulletin and our website. 

On March 25, LCMS Director of Worship and International Center (IC) Chaplain Rev. Sean Daen-

zer issued the Psalm 91 Challenge over LCMS social media, encouraging members of the Synod to 
memorize the psalm over a couple of weeks. 

LCMS Communications decided to take the opportunity to launch a memory initiative that had 

been in the works for several months. 

“Psalm 1 teaches us that it is blessed to meditate on the Word of God day and night,” said Dr. 

Kevin Armbrust, director of Editorial for LCMS Communications. “We in LCMS Communications 
had been talking about providing a Bible passage each week for the Synod to meditate on and 

memorize together. Our unity is in Christ and in His Word, so we wanted to provide an opportu-
nity for the people of the LCMS to be united in memorizing Scripture. 

“When Chaplain Daenzer started encouraging us to memorize some psalms, we knew this was 

the perfect opportunity to begin posting a weekly memory verse.” 

The verses will be selected primarily from the Gospels and Epistles. Most of the selections will be short, just one or two 

verses at a time. 

Daenzer said that memorizing Scripture is a valuable practice for Christians, even in a digital age. 

“We’re so connected with everything digitally, and we have information at our fingertips,” Daenzer said. “But if that 

were to ever go out, what would we know? Almost nothing. 

“When Jonah was in the belly of the whale, it was too late to pull out his Bible. It was too late to grab his catechism and 

his hymnal. The great Song of Jonah in Chapter 2 is nothing but pieces of the psalms stitched together. They’re his 
childhood memory verses and bedtime prayers that he was able to use in the total darkness of the whale to pray faith-

fully, to bring God’s Word to bear on his situation, and to comfort himself in the midst of great distress.  

“And that’s exactly why we learn the Scriptures now: We never know when persecution may come, when technology or 

even access to Bibles and churches may go away. We’re getting a taste of that now in the quarantine time. So, it drives 

home the point that we need to have Scripture … on our hearts and our minds.”  

Daenzer offered a few tips for effective memorization:   

 “Small, short bites, repeated many times, are way better than one giant ‘cram’ session. Take two minutes every 

night and say it through twice together, or once in the morning and once in the evening.”  

 “Music always helps us to memorize more easily and then to retain it. Sing anything that can be sung, either to a 

tune you know, or to a simple tone like one of the psalm tones in the hymnal.”  

 “If you have a  Bible translation that you’ve started memorizing in, don’t feel like you have to switch translations 

whenever a new one comes along. Whatever you’re familiar with will be just fine.”  

To access memory verse challenges, visit lcms.org/memoryverse or the LCMS Facebook page at facebook.com/
TheLCMS.   

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

Remember his covenant forever, the word that he commanded,  

for a thousand generations,  

1 Chronicles 15:15 

https://www.lcms.org/memoryverse
https://www.facebook.com/TheLCMS
https://www.facebook.com/TheLCMS
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On October 11 we at Trinity will celebrate Consecrated Stewards Sunday, a time when we examine our lives 
and our giving and rededicate ourselves to service as Stewards of the Lord. Though we are in the midst of 
difficult times, we are still called to be Stewards of all the Lord has given us. 

To prepare our hearts for our renewed commitment, let us meditate on the thoughts and words of Martin Lu-
ther on the topic of giving and stewardship.  

In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives specific Bible passages to help Chris-
tians know their duty in their various vocations as members of their family, society at large, and in God’s fam-
ily, the Church. Under the heading “What Hearers Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five passages from the Bi-
ble, three of which have to do with giving to your local congregation. They are these:  

“The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gos-
pel.” 1 Corinthians 9:14 

“Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not be 
deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” Galatians 6:6–7 

“The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double 
honor, especially whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle 
the ox while it is treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’ ” 1 Timothy 5:17–18 

Luther comments on these passages in his 1535 Lectures on Galatians. He wrote: 

“When Paul says ‘all good things,’ this is not to be taken to mean that everyone should share all his 
possessions with his preacher. No, it means that he should provide for him liberally, giving him as 
much as is needed to support his life in comfort. … The apostle is so serious in advocating this topic 
of support for preachers that he adds a threat to his denunciation and exhortation, saying: ‘God is not 
mocked.’ … All this pertains to the topic of support for ministers. I do not like to interpret such pas-
sages; for they seem to commend us, as in fact they do. In addition, it gives the appearance of greed 
if one emphasizes these things diligently to one’s hearers. Nevertheless, people should be taught also 
about this matter, in order that they may know that they owe both respect and support to their 
preachers. Christ teaches the same thing in Luke 10:7: ‘Eating and drinking what they provide, for the 
laborer deserves his wages’; and Paul says elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you not know that those 
who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the 
altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way the Lord commanded that those who proclaim 
the Gospel should get their living by the Gospel.’ It is important for us who are in the ministry to know 
this, so that we do not have a bad conscience about accepting for our work wages … it happens when 
those who proclaim the glory of God and faithfully instruct the youth derive their livelihood from them. 
It is impossible that one man should be devoted to household duties day and night for his support 
and at the same time pay attention to the study of Sacred Scripture, as the teaching ministry requires. 
Since God has commanded and instituted this, we should know that we may with a good conscience 
enjoy what is provided for the comfortable support of our lives from church properties to enable us to 
devote ourselves to our office.” (LW 27:125–126) 

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 
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I don’t like pandemics very much, do you? I don’t know of anybody who 
does! I miss giving comfort and love to those who are hurting and in need. 
But, while I can’t visit everyone on a regular basis right now, I do have the 
chance once in a while and it is wonderful! Do you recognize my handler, 
Miss Donna in the picture above?  She needed comfort and love because 
her heart wasn’t feeling well. It made me so happy to be with her for a lit-
tle while. And see the lady patting my head? We had to visit outside, but 
the weather was so nice it didn’t matter. We enjoyed each other’s com-
pany! 

See me with the Halloween pumpkins and decorations? I’m sure you know 
by now that my ministry won’t be holding this year’s Trunk -or-Treat be-
cause of COVID-19. Makes me very sad that I won’t be seeing 
all my little friends dressed up in their fun costumes. But… 
Look out, next year’s Trunk-or-Treat is going to be  
fabulous!  
 
Love, Abraham 
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LWML ANNUAL ROAST PORK DINNER 

Saturday, November 14 
 

The annual LWML Pork Roast Dinner is back, but will be held differently this 
year. Meals will be prepared ahead in take-out boxes and will be distributed 
outside from a van. To make this work, the ladies will need to know how many 
dinners to prepare and payment must be received with your order.  

The money raised from the pork roast dinner will go to various charities and ministries 
that the LWML members vote on. Previously, donations have been made to the New 
Life Center in Uniondale, the Comfort Dog Ministry, capital improvement projects at 
Trinity, Trinity’s organ and the Veterans of Long Island.  

We hope that many of you will participate since the LWML’s fundraising events have 
been cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 

Helen Peter, 

LWML President 

YUM!! 
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Cost is $10.00 per Meal 

Pick up will be in the afternoon of Saturday, November 14 

RSVP to Helen Peter at 938-6914 

Please RSVP by  

November 11! 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE!!  If you have a child who is in Pre -K through Grade 

5 and haven't yet signed up for Sunday school, it's not too late! Classes are 

underway but you can still register, please email Mrs. O'Connor at rober-

taoconnor@optonline.net or the church office at kmerz@trinityhicksville.org 

to sign up. All classes are held via Zoom and you will need an invitation for 

your child(ren) to participate. Classes are split into age groups and are held 

as follows: Pre-K to K on Sundays at 9:30am, Grades 1 to 3 on Sundays at 

8:30am, Grades 4-5 on Saturdays at 5:00pm. 

This year our “Christmas Angel” program is starting early due to 
distributing the gifts taking longer because of COVID19. Each year 
our “Christmas Angel” program provides gifts for children or sen-
iors in our congregation and community. For some, this is the only 
way some parents can give the “magic of Christmas” to their chil-
dren. Any questions or if you would like an “angel” please call Lynn 
(x230) in the church office or email her 
(lwaldeck@trinityhicksville.org). Gifts will be due back to Trinity by 
November 6. 



The Good NewsThe Good News  
Lutheran Counseling Center 

October 2020 

Volume 4 No. 9 

Page 10 

 
UPDATE FOR OCTOBER 2020 

NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT  

 What Now—Where Do We Go from Here?  
By Janet Siry, LCSW, LCC Counselor  

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future of hope.” Jeremiah 29:11  

Over the course of the last six months, it takes effort to remind myself of these words of scripture. My journey of 
faith has matured over the years and it seems like I should have no doubts whatsoever about God’s grace. When 
doubts occur, I am reminded that my mind is complex. I experience fear, uncertainly, stress and so many other 
emotions. Sometimes, I get stuck in negative thoughts and get upset. Sometimes I feel angry at others and at the 
state of the world. Sometimes I am unsettled, confused and not sure what the future may hold.  

I am a voracious reader, a lover of British drama and mystery, Broadway musicals and James Taylor music. I feel 
spiritually connected in nature and my garden. When I can focus on these things, I am able to manage my stress 
most effectively. I try to accept the things I cannot change. I seek connection with those I love and who support 
and love me unconditionally. I pray, meditate and read scripture. I have learned how to set better limits and 
boundaries in my life. What I’ve learned is that  

I am not alone. Most people I talk to have expressed similar thoughts and feelings.  
Traditionally, September is the month we resume our activities at church and school and readjust to the more tradi-
tional schedule of the school year. This year, the sobering reality is that life has changed and those assumptions 
may or may not apply. Some of us have resumed attending church, others have chosen to continue with online ser-
vices. Summer vacation plans were abandoned or modified. Many meetings are cancelled or are held in virtual real-
ity. Some sports, concerts, and large group gatherings are prohibited. Every time I leave my home, I have to think 
about so many things I did not have to consider before.  

As schools reopen across the country, we are faced with difficult decisions. What is best for us and our children? 
How do we manage work and family? Do I put myself at risk to maintain employment because of the financial chal-
lenges that seem to be a part of our new reality? Is there one right way to handle these situations?  

Fortunately, there are now many free resources available on the internet to help determine how to proceed with 
our lives. Many organizations have created resource links. Social service agencies, including Lutheran Counseling 
Center, have reached out to help God’s people in need. Our bishops provide much needed leadership for managing 
our lives in these difficult times. Congregations have reached out to their communities in need providing financial 
assistance, health care, meals and other necessary services. Loving one another unconditionally, without judge-
ment, is how we answer God’s call. Each day I pray for the strength and wisdom to carry out that commandment. 
It is in serving others that I am refreshed with hope and love provided by the Holy Spirit. If you need help or re-
sources, please contact us at the Center. May our gracious Lord guide and protect us now and always.  
 
 
Janet Siry counsels children, teens, adults, couples and families. Here is a link to her bio: https://www.lccny.org/locations-
pages/suffolk-county-patchogue/ To set an appointment with any of our counelors or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-
317-1173. For safety, all sessions are provided using a secure, HIPAA compliant virtual video and/or audio platform.  

Prepared especially for LCC Association 
Congregations & Schools  


