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THANKSGIVING 2020 

“Oh give thanks to the 
Lord for He is good and 
His steadfast love en-
dures forever!”  

Psalm 107:1 

 
O how we love to say that!  How true it is! 

But how zealous are we to say that 
while wearing a mask? 

Yeah, sometimes it is hard to give 
thanks when we have all kinds of re-
minders that things are not so great.  
COVID-19.  Job loss.  Job hours cut.  
Family illness… parents, child, others. 
Spouse dies. Parent dies.  The list of 
things that happen in this life go on and 
on, like this pandemic seems to be do-
ing. 

But how long are the events in compari-
son to eternity?  Recall my sermon illus-
tration with the rope.  I had a rope where I put 
tape around the end of it four inches of tape.  That 
four inches represented 100 years.  Let’s say you 
live 100 years.  When we look at these events like 
COVID-19, they are just one point on that four 
inches of rope.  The event didn’t last for an inch 
which would be 25 years of your life.  No, just a 
spot on the rope.  Then recall how I pulled out 

more rope to show one foot in length.  That would 
be three, 4” sections of rope.  That represented 
300 years.  And then I showed how that rope was 
part of a big spool of rope that had 200 feet of rope 
wrapped around it. How many years would that 
represent?  200 feet x 300 years/foot = 60,000 
years.  Then imagine spool after spool of rope sit-
ting on top of each other.  The whole idea for me 

doing that was to give you an idea of 
what eternity would look like.   

Now get back to the one point in your 
life where we are experiencing some 
kind of unpleasant thing (COVID-19) 
and compare it to eternity.  Doesn’t 
seem like much does it? 

Trouble is, when we get focused on the 
one event that is happening in our lives 
it takes our perspective off of the bigger 
picture like eternity with God.   Or … 

… like giving thanks to the Lord. 

Now look at the one spot on that four 
inch section of rope that represents 

your life compared to 200 feet of rope.  Not as big 
a deal is it?  Compare now the verse from above of 
how long God’s love is for us … “His steadfast love 
endures forever!”  Think of it this way, you will run 
out of spools of rope before you will ever run out of 
God’s love! 

Continued... 
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This Thanksgiving, we do have reason to give thanks.  Not just that fourth Thursday of month in November.  
We have reason to give thanks every day! 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord for He is good and His steadfast love endures forever!”   Psalm 107:1 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving from the Hopkins Family and remember to give thanks everyday for His stead-

fast love truly endures forever! 

Serving the Lord with you, 

Pastor Hopkins 

Upcoming Schedule for Thanksgiving Eve through New Year’s Eve 
 

Here is the schedule for Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesdays in Advent, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Eve. 
 
 Thanksgiving Eve service to be online.  Worship will begin at 7:00pm 

 Instead of Wednesday Evening Advent worship, we will have Wednesday evening online Bible 
Study with an Advent theme.  Those will begin at 7:00pm 

 Christmas Eve, we will be having Christmas Eve, online worship.   

 Christmas Eve Face to Face Worship outside – weather permitting.  It will be an abbreviated 
Lessons and Carols.  Mr. DeVries will be leading us in singing Christmas carols, have some 
Christmas Eve scripture readings and a brief message.  Hot chocolate will be served after the 
service. 

 Christmas Day will be online worship at 10:00am. 

 New Year’s Eve will be online worship at 7:00pm. 
 
Worship times for our Christmas Eve Online Worship and Face to Face Worship have not been set at this 
time.  Look for those times in December’s newsletter. 
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Henry DeVries, 
Minister of Music 

“Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying” – LSB 516 
  

We will be singing one of the great Lutheran hymns, “Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying” (LSB#516) on No-
vember 8.  It is known as the “King of Chorales” because of the majesty of its text and tune.  It describes 
the joyous scene that will take place when Christ returns and takes His bride, the Church, to the heavenly 
banquet hall for the feast of joy and victory.  (By the way, there is a Queen of Chorales as well - “O Morning 
Star, How Fair and Bright”, LSB#395, also by Nicolai, which I wrote about in an earlier newsletter article.) 

When Philipp Nicolai wrote the words and melody to this hymn, in 1597, 
he was a German Lutheran pastor in the city of Unna in Westphalia, 
Germany. While there, the city was hit by a scourge of plague that took 
the lives of more than 1,300 of its citizens. This widespread death so 
close to home impacted Nicolai in a profound way. It has been noted 
that more than once up to 30 graves were dug for those claimed by the 
rat-and-flea-borne menace, and these were laid to rest within the sight 
of his house, which overlooked the graveyard.  Nicolai feared he too 
would succumb to the disease and penned these two hymns, as a state-
ment of faith to be passed on after his death.  (He never did contract 
the plague.) 

This hymn is based primarily on the Gospel for this Sunday, from Mat-
thew 25 – the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, as well as pas-
sages from Revelation and 1 Corinthians.  In short, the parable tells of 
ten women, five were prepared with enough oil for their lamps, while 
the other five were not.  The parable in short reminds us all to be pre-
pared for Christ’s return. 

Verse one of the chorale announces the coming of the Bridegroom, our 
Savior, Christ Jesus.  We who have been made clean in his blood are 
ready and we shout out “Alleluia!”  Verse two continues with the arrival 
of the Bridegroom.  The inhabitants of Zion, meaning us, the believers in Christ, awake from the gloom of 
night to see the brightness of His light.  We say to Him Hosanna, save us now, and we go with confidence 
with Him to the banquet hall to celebrate the most spectacular feast ever imagined.  However, the parable 
tells us, the five women who were not ready, had to find oil for their lamps and by the time they got to the 
banquet, the gates were closed.  The hymn builds to verse three where all of heaven is singing.  We are 
there, we are singing too, no matter how good or bad we think our voice is, we are singing in perfect tune 
before the Lord.  There are others there too, those who have died in the faith before us, our mothers, fa-
thers, grandparents all singing with us.  The hymn tells us no ear or eye has ever seen the glory that we shall 
see in heaven.  Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, Let saints and angels sing before Thee… Where, joining 
with the choir immortal, We gather round Thy radiant throne. 

Please enjoy the singing of a choral version of this hymn by the massed choirs of St. Olaf College, hundreds 
of singers proclaiming this powerful text: 

https://youtu.be/wdN7vC2q9Mc 

https://youtu.be/wdN7vC2q9Mc
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Our goal has been met and completed projects continue to improve the health and 
safety of our staff, students and congregation. As of October 20, the Honor, Serve, 
Provide fund totals $254,748 with $8,235 in outstanding pledges. Pledges and one-
time donations have made our originally scheduled projects possible as well as projects 
that have come up since the three-year capital campaign began. 

Most recently, the addition of air conditioning to the classrooms has made our COVID 
response a positive one for teachers, staff and students. To date there have been no 
cases of COVID at Trinity Lutheran School. Technology provided by the HSP fund has 

allowed additional students to remain part of their school and class while at home. We are so very thankful 
to the anonymous donor who generously supported that effort. 

In the near future, the gym and courtyard doors will become part of the security system. The gym door is 
now used for students’ arrival and dismissal that are being dropped off and picked up by their parents or 
other caregivers. That door will be outfitted with an awning to allow for weather and social distancing needs. 
It will also identify the building as “Trinity Lutheran School” on the W. Marie Street side of the building. 

We thank you for your continued generosity via pledges, donations and memorial gifts. Our heartfelt thanks 
to the volunteer members of the Board of Properties, whose expertise and generosity of their time has al-
lowed our funds to complete a larger number of projects than we could have anticipated. 

The past month has been a busy one in Trinity's Early Childhood Center.  The children continue to fill the 
classrooms and hallways with sounds of singing, playing, and laughter. The children have also been very 
busy creating some beautiful art work which can be seen throughout the Early Childhood Center hallways.  In 
early October, ECC Parent Night was held via Zoom as teachers were able to speak with families.  It was an 
informative night for parents to hear their child’s teacher and learn more about what the children are learning 
each day.     

The last week in October the preschool children and staff celebrated Spirit Week.  Each day there was a 
theme as the children and staff alike enjoyed some fun and laughter.   

In the classrooms the Pre-K classes have been learning all about families within the curriculum.  The Nursery 
class is busy learning about the seasons of the year with their new Mother Goose Times curriculum.  All 
classes have been busy with Fall and pumpkin activities.    

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s Early Childhood Center.   
 
Carolyn Gallegos, 
ECC Director 
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Dear Trinity Families and Friends, 

As I said in my presentation at the October voter’s meeting, the word for this year is reimagine.  You have probably heard 
it used in advertisements, news reports, at work, and other places. If you haven’t heard it used, then you have definitely 

seen evidence of it because it is what everyone has been doing and will continue to do throughout this unprecedented time 
in history. At Trinity, we have been re-envisioning, recreating, and reimagining since last spring  

Thanks to our dedicated, talented, and creative staff, the generosity of so many members and friends, the ingenuity and 

expertise of BOP and technical people, and many prayers, we have been able to reimagine how to educate children in a 
pandemic. Trinity continues to provide a high quality Christian education for children six weeks old to the 8th grade. Grade 

school families have a choice of having their children learn in-person or remotely, five days a week. Through it all and by 
God’s grace, Trinity is like a second family for our students and serves to educate, strengthen faith, and bring hope to all 

who are a part of the family. 

Here are a few examples of reimagining in our PE classes, instrumental lessons, cafeteria, and teaching remote and in-

person students at the same time. 

 

 

 
 

Past Happenings: 
In October, we had the first meeting of the year of the PTFA via Zoom, our first virtual Open House on October 19, the be-

ginning of our afterschool intramural sports season, and Spirit Week culminating in “Pumpkin Day.”  Life at Trinity continues 

and we are all blessed and very grateful for it. 

Future Events: 

Our next virtual Open House is Tuesday, November 17 at 7:00 PM via Zoom. Additionally, we are working on reimagining 
Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations right now. Finally, K-8 teachers will be holding Parent-Teacher Conferences on 

Thursday, November 19 via Zoom. 

As always, thank you for your continued support and prayers. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Mary Leake 
Principal 

. . . for the December 2020 issue are due no 
later than noon on Friday, November 20! 

NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS 
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In our chaotic times, we believers have a calling to fulfill. We can extend God's mercy and love to those who 
don't deserve it. God loves whomever He wishes, and not in response to human merit. He grants mercy and 
forgiveness to man based on the finished work of Christ, the labor of His love, on Christ's merit, not ours. 

We have a great opportunity for love, it is what all humans seek, but few find. We can tell them that they can 
find what they seek only in the Lord Jesus. We can lead people to Him. We can 
demonstrate God's love by befriending those who have been victimized by a brutal 
and merciless society, which if we think about it, is just about everyone. We can 
communicate the law of God with love, so that people will not be afraid to ap-
proach Him in repentance. We have the opportunity to be healing vessels over-
flowing with God's unconditional love. 

Maybe some of you feel you would rather not love people who are unlovely, sin-
ners, or those who have views or lifestyles that you find disagreeable. Maybe you 
want to see them punished. If so then think about this: the sinful lifestyle is its 
own punishment. It brings no eternal joy, no overwhelming ecstasy, no true hap-
piness. It afflicts people with the misery of insatiable desires and unquenchable 
longings that burn as hot as the fires of hell. Such people need to be pitied for 
they are living in overwhelming darkness and pain and face an eternity of the 
same. I would not wish this even on the vilest and most exasperating persons I 
know. 

Maybe you feel you are incapable of loving people. Maybe you feel that love is too difficult. The effort, pain, 
and expense involved yield few if any short- or long-term rewards, at least in this life, in proportion to the 
amount of time that must be devoted to it. It is difficult to love and painful. God knows this but He continues 
to love. He can enable us to do the same. He has given us His Holy Spirit whereby we can love in the 
strength of the Lord, as we surrender our wills to Him. Jesus is the source of God's unconditional love. He is 
the one who can enable us to love. 
 
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

  

 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

Raise the song of harvest home. 

All be safely gathered in 

Ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our maker, doth provide 

For our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come; 

Raise the song of harvest home. 
 

Text: Public domain 
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Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for our sins, 
and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His family. By water – 
combined with His Word, promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we 
are richly and abundantly blessed. 

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – righteousness, 
peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine 
goodness and mercy. 

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them in such 
a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving 
and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice. 

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our bodies. We 
share with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy things given by 
the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and they bring blessings upon us even as they 
are pressed into His service for His kingdom. 

Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours out the full-
ness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do. We 
give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us. 

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are and 
all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing every-
thing that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all – even 
for us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance. 
 
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

For those of you who are Amazon shoppers, did you know that Trinity will receive a donation from them 
every time you make a purchase? It’s called AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 

you to support Trinity Lutheran Church and School every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 
that Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to Trinity. Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com and enter your regular Amazon log in and password information. 
For “Pick Your Own Charitable Organization,” type “Trinity Lutheran Church”. Then 

bookmark smile.amazon.com and use it for all future Amazon purchases. Even after you’ve designated Trinity 
as your Smile recipient, we only receive donations if you purchase your products through Smile. You will see 
eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. For more infor-
mation please visit AmazonSmile. 
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Abraham has had some of his visits restricted in the nursing homes.  They are requiring a negative COVID-19 
test 72 hours prior to visits.  Donna Haines will be making arrangements to take Abraham to weather-
appropriate patio visits.  She is being tested weekly and can satisfy this requirement and keep Abraham on 
the comfort trail.  We have also been given permission to visit the Veterans Home in Saint Albans starting 
next week.  He will be there either Fridays or Saturdays. 

The Comfort Dog Ministry team is hosting an online craft fair.  Although it may not reach the same sales it 
had last year, it has been successful thanks to the creations from Donna Hopkins and Kathy Draves. 

Abraham is attending Trinity’s Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study where he is happy to get lots of ear scratches 
from his friends there. 

He attended his first chapel of the school year on October 14. School visits are slowly starting with restric-
tions and weather dependency. 

Abraham visited with Girl Scout Troop 2277 on October 23 at their meeting in the backyard of a troop leader. 

The team attended their Regional Fall Conference virtually on October 24 followed by a handler training in 
Trinity’s parking lot. 

On November 9, Abraham has been invited to attend the Hicksville Fire Department meeting to be officially 
introduced to the department and talk about what he does. 

The Comfort Dog Ministry team is looking to start visiting the shut-ins with a window or driveway 
visit.  Donna is contacting Doug for a list and to honor Signe Hastings on December 2 for her 100th birth-
day.    

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Donna Haines, Top Dog 
Linda Hoeberlein, Handler and Church Council Member 
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LWML ANNUAL ROAST PORK DINNER 

Saturday, November 14 
 

The annual LWML Pork Roast Dinner is back, but will be held differently this 
year. Meals will be prepared ahead in take-out boxes and will be distributed 
outside from a van. To make this work, the ladies will need to know how many 
dinners to prepare and payment must be received with your order.  

The money raised from the pork roast dinner will go to various charities and ministries 
that the LWML members vote on. Previously, donations have been made to the New 
Life Center in Uniondale, the Comfort Dog Ministry, capital improvement projects at 
Trinity, Trinity’s organ and the Veterans of Long Island.  

We hope that many of you will participate since the LWML’s fundraising events have 
been cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 

Helen Peter, 

LWML President 

YUM!! 
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Cost is $10.00 per Meal 

Pick up will be in Trinity’s handicap parking lot  
on  Saturday, November 14 from 11:00am to 3:00pm 

RSVP to Helen Peter at 938-6914 

Please RSVP by  

November 9! 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE!!  If you have a child who is in Pre-K through Grade 

5 and haven't yet signed up for Sunday school, it's not too late! Classes are 

underway but you can still register, please email Mrs. O'Connor at rober-

taoconnor@optonline.net or the church office at kmerz@trinityhicksville.org 

to sign up. All classes are held via Zoom and you will need an invitation for 

your child(ren) to participate. Classes are split into age groups and are held 

as follows: Pre-K to K on Sundays at 9:30am, Grades 1 to 3 on Sundays at 

8:30am, Grades 4-5 on Saturdays at 5:00pm. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Due to COVID-19 we will not be collecting food for our Thanksgiving and Christmas food 
baskets this year. Instead we will send grocery store food cards to those who are in need. 

If you would like to help,  please send in grocery store or Target cards (Attention Lynn).  
If you rather send in a donation for us to purchase cards please mark it for food baskets. 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  If you know someone we can help please call Lynn 

(x230) or email her at lwaldeck@trinityhicksville.org . Thank You!! 



As we approach the end of October, we begin to look forward to the Christmas season and Trinity's annual 
Christmas Tree Sale. This year will be our 26th year and we have been blessed over these years by the 
groups and many individuals that have volunteered their time not only unloading the trees, but also selling 
them.  

Over the past few years we have put out a plea for help in the tree lot. This very trying year is going to be no 
exception. Groups have grown smaller over the years.  It has become more difficult each year to get cover-
age for the sale. Trinity's Christmas Tree Sale is too large for a small group of people to continue to make 
this work. Right now the only certain coverage we have is Thursday evenings. We need help with all the 
other times. (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 6:00-9:00pm, Saturday from 9:00am-9:00pm 
and Sunday from 11:00am-9:00pm) 

In past years, the basketball teams I've coached have been responsible for the cleanup/set up of the lot prior 
to the sale. Along with the cleanup/breakdown afterwards. Since I do not have that help anymore, I am 
again asking for help with the cleanup and setup. This will take place over a few weekends during November. 
We try to take advantage of any nice weather we get so we spread things out. We will start with the cleanup 
and possible start to the set up on Saturday, November 7 at 9:00am. We will continue the lot setup on Satur-
day November 14 at 9:00am until 12 noon and we will finish up on Saturday November 21 at 9:00am. After 
the weekend of November 14, if anyone is interested in doing some set up work in the evenings after 
6:00pm, that would be great. The flood lights in the lot will be up at this time. I’d be available any evening 
but Wednesday. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 516-933-3405 or email me 
at davids@trinityhicksville.org. 

Thanks, 
  

Dave 

mailto:davids@trinityhicksville.org
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UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 2020 

NOW WITH SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT  

The Right Amount of Help For Our Young Adult Children?  
By Elizabeth Geiling, MSED, LMHC  

 
Emerging Adulthood, defined as 18-25 years of age is a critical juncture in development that sets the 
stage for the transition into adulthood and independent living (Arnett, 2000). In the last several dec-

ades, the societal expectations for emerging adults has changed dramatically. Previously, these 
years included developmental milestones like leaving the parental home, acquiring a full time job, 

getting married, becoming a parent and assuming independent living.  

Currently, the young adult is encouraged to embrace all the possibilities of what life might become 
and take their time figuring it all out! This shift has resulted in a prolonged dependence on their 

family of origin. This delay has been accompanied by a more intense, highly involved style of parent-
ing that exists longer than any other generation to date (Furstenberg, 2015).  

A common source of tension in most families is the continued financial dependence, whether it is col-
lege tuition, car insurance or the cell phone bill! It is estimated, that parents have shifted their 
greatest spending on their children during emerging adulthood (Kornich & Furstenberg, 2020). Ulti-

mately, the final measure of parenting is launching your child into independent living, but this pro-
longed support impacts parental retirement. Keep in mind, there is no scholarship for retirement. For 

most parents today, due to many factors (economic, pandemic, career preparation), launching their 
young adult is taking longer and is more expensive than expected!  

It leaves many parents asking the question on all levels, – “how much am I supposed to help my 

grown up child?” Do I give them money, do I help write a college paper, do I run their errands 
etc.? It seems that figuring out a healthy balance is a critical and complex task.  

Some thoughts to consider while determining the “right amount of parenting”:  

 Parents have a role to play in the emotional development of their young adult and continued 

guidance from parents is linked to positive outcomes.  

 Parents offering assistance and willingness to discuss career options is helpful and linked to 

better young adult choices.  

 Parenting that limits young adult autonomy interferes with college success, and the develop-

ment of solid decision making skills.  

 Overparenting can immobilize the young adult by creating dependence and an unwillingness 

to take initiative.  

 A never ending level of financial support can impede the development of the self- control 
needed to attain and budget money successfully.  

Most importantly, keep the dialogue open and recognize their developmental need for autonomy as 
you assume the most helpful role.  
 

Betty Geiling counsels children, teens, adults, couples and families. To set an appointment with her or with any 

of our counselors or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. For safety, all sessions are currently 

provided using a secure, HIPAA compliant virtual video and/or audio platform.  

Prepared especially for LCC Association 
Congregations & Schools  


