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RREEFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  SSUUNNDDAAYY  
 

Welcome 

Martin Luther’s great hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” is based on Psalm 46. When 
the psalm was first written, it gave courage to God’s Old Testament people. Centuries 
later, when Luther wrote the hymn, the world was filled with plagues and death, and the 
devil was recognized as active in the lives of everyday people. Further, neither the 
Roman Catholic Church nor the government accepted the teachings of the reformers. 
Now, in our day, we face cyber warfare, pandemics, terrorists, political polarization, and 
ecclesiastical division. Because of our Baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, 
we need not fear. Our gracious God is a very present help in this time of trouble. He is 
our refuge against the powers of the created world around us and the forces of evil from 
every source. From His throne flow streams of mercy to give us confident joy. We know 
that in the end “the kingdom ours remaineth.” 

 

 

 

PRELUDE             "A Mighty Fortress"    - Bach/Near 

 

GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 HYMN               “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”  LSB 909 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 

 CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C    But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [I John 1:8-9] 

 +  Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination  + 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of 
the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 

 

 HYMN OF PRAISE  All Glory Be to God On High    LSB 947 
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Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004101  Tune: Public domain 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, always present in trouble, silence our fears 
when Your good creation seems out of control and evil appears to run rampant. 
Like the dawning of a new day, dispel the darkness of our hearts and renew 
confident faith in Your constant presence and gracious protection; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         
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FIRST READING             Revelation 14:6-7 

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to 
those who live on the earth--to every nation, tribe, language and people.  He said in a 
loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come.  
Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water." 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE              Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.  Therefore 
no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the 
law we become conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, 
has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness 
from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference,  
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented him as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through faith in his blood.  He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in 
his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished--he did it to 
demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 
those who have faith in Jesus.  Where, then, is boasting?  It is excluded.  On what 
principle?  On that of observing the law?  No, but on that of faith.  For we maintain that a 
man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 ALLELUIA  (Sing twice before the Gospel and once after)  LSB 952 

 

 
 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004101 
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 GOSPEL                                 Matthew 11:12-19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied 
until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear. 

“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling to their playmates, 

“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
    we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY      “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”         LSB 656 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON        Pastor John Hopkins  
 

 NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
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were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING  May God look upon our gifts and smile, even as we rejoice 
at the gift of new life which is ours in Christ Jesus! 

        + Four Ways to Give + 

Your gift to the Lord is an act of worship which shows your trust in God to provide for 
you and it shows your thankfulness for the blessings received. 
1 – On your Mobile Phone:  Send a text to 77977 and type in TLCLI. Follow the 

instructions to send your gift today or set up a recurring gift. 

2 – Go to our website at www.TrinityHicksville.org “Giving” tab – or directly to Pushpay: 
 https://pushpay.com/g/tlchicksville?src=hpp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://pushpay.com/g/tlchicksville?src=hpp
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3 – Arrange through your financial institution’s Online Banking to give through their  
bill-pay.  

4 – Mail in your offering through the US Post Office addressed to the following: 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
40 W Nicholai St. 
Hicksville, NY 11801 

 

 OFFERTORY  Doxology       LSB 805 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 CLOSING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Thanks and praise to You, heavenly Father, for in this time of worship You have 
again assured us that we are freed from the wrath due us for our sins and freed 
to serve You in joy. Help us to trust firmly in Your forgiveness and guidance each 
day until faith turns to sight; for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen.  
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 HYMN     “Amazing Grace”   LSB 744     

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain  Text (sts. 1s–4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004101 

 

 DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE       'Toccata on "Amazing Grace"'   - Pardini 
 
 
 


