
The Eucharist:
Real or Merely Symbolic?
Date: 750 AD           Where: Lanciano, Italy

Who: A Basilian monk struggled 

with doubts about the real presence 

of Christ in the Eucharist. He prayed 

constantly for guidance and for fear 

that he was losing his vocation. He 

prayed, “Give me a sign that this is 

really you.”

What: At the moment of 

consecration, the host turned into 

living heart tissue and the wine

into physical blood. The

priest, fi lled with regret

for his doubts, wept and

sought forgiveness from God.

Numerous witnesses were

present who also testifi ed to

the veracity of this event. The

Flesh remains the same to this

day without the use of any form

of preservative. The Blood has

coagulated into fi ve drops; however,

when liquefi ed, it retains the chemical

properties of freshly-shed blood.



Further Scientifi c Verifi cation: In 1973, 

the Chief Advisory Board of the World Health 

Organization (WHO) appointed a scientifi c 

commission to verify Linoli’s conclusions. 

After 15 months and 500 examinations, the 

researchers all confi rmed what had been 

stated and previously published. Furthermore, 

they declared the Flesh to be living tissue 

because it responded rapidly to all the clinical 

reactions distinctive of living beings.
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Scientifi c Finding Published on March 4, 1971: 

Dr. Eduoardo Linoli, professor of anatomy and pathological 

histology, and of chemistry and clinical microscopy, and 

former head of the Laboratory of Pathological Anatomy at 

the Hospital of Arezzo, has analyzed the relics extensively. 

His report was published in “Quaderni Sclavo di Diagnostica 

Clinica e di Laboratori” and included the following 

conclusions:

•  The Flesh is real fl esh. The Blood is real blood.

•  The Flesh and Blood belong to the human species.

•  The Flesh and Blood have the same blood type, AB, which 

is the blood group typical of the people from the Middle 

East and the same blood group as that of the man of the 

Shroud of Turin.

•  The Flesh is made up of striated muscle tissue of the 

myocardium part of the heart, specifi cally of the left 

ventricle. The arteries and veins can be easily identifi ed, 

as well as a double, slender branch of the vagus nerve.

•  The proteins contained in the Blood have the normal 

distribution, in the identical percentages, as that of the 

serum-protein pattern of normal fl esh tissue.

•  There were no traces of salts or other preservatives used 

in antiquity for embalming.


