
 

 

 
5 May 

 
Warm-up event: ClubHouse Chat 
Effects of Debunking: Illusion or Reality? 
 
To what extent do efforts and resources invested in fighting disinformation and debunking pay off? 
How can these efforts be assessed and measured? Where is the boundary between self-illusion and 
effective efforts? 
 

  
Warm-up event: ClubHouse Chat 
Young Professionals’ Discussion: Securing the Future 
 
For this kick-off discussion we invited young professionals working and thinking about the future of 
our security and democracy to discuss their take on current challenges. After all, today’s decisions 
will be their future. Are they excited to live in that future? 
 
 
 

 
6 May 
 

 

  
Key-note: H.E. Ms. Věra Jourová European Commission Vice-President for Values and 
Transparency  (confirmed) 
 

12:00-
13:45 

Global Pandemic Turned Infodemic? Tackling the Threat to National Security  
 
For more than a year governments and international organisations have struggled to re-organise 
societal behaviour and enforce restrictive measures, while coping with the spread of 
disinformation, economic disruption, competition for vaccine procurement, difficulties of vaccine 
logistics and other challenges. What are the national security implications posed by the infodemic 
related to COVID-19?  
 
Dr .Hans Henri P. Kluge, World Health Organization Regional Director for Europe (invited) 
Prof. Sander Van der Linden, Department of Psychology at the University of Cambridge 
(confirmed) 
Mr. Imran Ahmed, CEO, Center for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) (confirmed) 
 
 
 



13:45-
14:15 

POLICY TALK 
 
Searching for New Heights in Transatlantic Cooperation 
 

Key-note: H.E. Mr. Mircea Geoana NATO Deputy Secretary General (confirmed) 

 
With the new US Presidential administration in office, both sides of the Atlantic are looking at each 
other with renewed hopes of revitalising cooperation. However, the world has not stood still in 
recent years – the security challenges on the transatlantic agenda are expanding in scope, depth 
and complexity. In particular, can both sides find common ground on the approach to security of 
information domain, future technologies and cyber space?  
 
 

 
14:15-
16:00 

 

The Future of Democracy – New Understanding of Free Speech and Responsibility? 
 
In the digital age, the mobilisation of societal groups via digital platforms, the rise of domestic 
violent extremism and the spread of polarisation have changed the fabric of democracy. This 
sparks a question regarding how to preserve the democratic values and maintain a civil 
conversation while respecting differences in our societies. It remains to be seen how far online 
manipulation can go and what is the role of social media companies in ensuring free speech 
without a risk of it becoming hate speech. Where is the distinction between legitimate social 
activism and disruptive manipulation aimed at distorting democratic processes? What should be 
the role of social media platforms and global actors and what happens if they disagree? 
 

H.E. Ms. Amanda Sofia Margareta Lind, Minister of Culture and Democracy, Sweden 
(invited) 
Ms. Nerida O'Loughlin Chairwoman of Australian Communications and Media Authority 
(invited) 
Marie-Eve Carignan, Ph.D., Professeure agrégée, Université de Sherbrooke (confirmed) 
 

 
16:00-
16:20 
 

 
Key-note speech: H.E. Ms. Kaja Kallas, Prime Minister of Estonia (confirmed) 
 

16:20-
16:30 

Wrap-up of Day 1  
by Director of the NATO Strategic Communications Centre of Excellence Mr. Jānis Sārts 
 

  

DAY II 
 
7 May 
13:30-
14:00 

 
PRESIDENTIAL TALK 
 
The Future of Technology – the Future of Society 
 

H.E. Mr.Egils Levits President of the Republic of Latvia (preliminary confirmation) 

 

 
14:00-
15:45 
 

 

Deterrence of the 21st century  - New Challenges vs Old Thinking 
 
Maintaining national security means influencing the decisions and approach of malign actors to 
discourage or restrain them from taking harmful actions.  As Western countries grapple with the 
prospect of facing increasingly ambiguous threats that are often hard to detect, deterrence is back 



in the spotlight. From hack-and-leak operations to the use of chemical weapons, what once was 
considered to be black and white has given way to multiple shades of grey.   

What kind of deterrence do we need for the next 50 years? What is the place of future hybrid 
challenges, cyber confrontation, information space challenges and technologies in a new type of 
deterrence? Is there space and vision for new understandings and approaches to deterrence? 
 

Key-note: H.E. Mr. Gabrielius Landsbergis, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Lithuania (confirmed) 
 

Mr. Michael Ruehle,  NATO Hybrid Challenges and Energy Security Section (confirmed) 

Ms. Rebeccah L. Heinrichs, Senior fellow at Hudson Institute ( confirmed) 

Mr. Lukasz Kulesa, Deputy head of research, Polish Institute of International Affairs 

(confirmed) 

15:45-
16:15 

 
STRATEGY TALK  

Re-discovering the Cognitive Battlefield: What next? 
 
General Paolo Ruggiero 
Deputy Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (invited) 
 

16:15- 
18:00 
 

 

Living Smart with AI, Big Data & Emerging and Disruptive Technologies 
 
The abundance of data can be the driver of innovation, as well as the reason for serious security 
and societal issues. For now - governments and international organizations seem to struggle with 
their approach to addressing emerging technologies.  The first steps towards building a common 
understanding and ambition level still seem to be too vague and too short.  What are the potential 
roles and spheres of responsibility to identify and preventively limit the potential harmful effects of  
emerging technologies on a societal scale? 
 

Key-note: H.E. Ms. Anne Neuberger, Deputy National Security Advisor for Cyber and 
Emerging Technology United States of America (invited) 
 
H.E. Mr. Cédric O, Minister of State for Digital Transition and Electronic Communication of 
the Republic of France (confirmed) 
H.E. Nikolai Astrup, Minister of Local Government and Modernisation of Norway (invited) 
Mr. Andrew McAfee, Co-Director & Tech for Good Research Group Lead Principal Research 
Scientist at the MIT Sloan School of Management (invited) 

18:00  
Concluding remarks by the Director of the NATO Strategic Communications Centre of Excellence 
Mr. Jānis Sārts 
 

  

 


