
Blue Springs Baptist Church 

Re-opening Plan – 5-27-20 

 

General Considerations 

1. The Office of Governor Kay Ivey and the Alabama Department of Public Health 

issued new guidelines for Houses of Worship on May 5, 2020 regarding gathering 

and returning to on-site worship. Highlights of those guidelines include: 

a. Screen employees and volunteers for symptoms before coming into facilities. 

b. Consider having employees, volunteers and attendees wear cloth face 

coverings over the nose and mouth to help protect against the spread of the 

virus. 

c. Increase hygiene practices: wash hands frequently, avoid touching your face, 

practice good etiquette when coughing or sneezing.  

d. Practice recommended social distancing, at least six feet between people of 

different households, to the greatest extent possible. 

e. Improve ventilation in facilities, if possible. 

f. Regularly and frequently clean and disinfect any regularly touched surfaces, 

such as doorknobs, tables, chairs and restroom items. 

g. Disinfect seats between services.  

h. Discontinue passing of items among attendees and disinfect any items that 

come into contact with attendees.  

i. Discontinue self-service by guests at coffee/drink stations, buffets, snacks, or 

salad bars. 

j. Make hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, soap and water, or similar 

disinfectant readily available.  

k. Maintain rigorous sanitation practices like disinfection, handwashing and 

cleanliness when preparing or serving anything edible.  

l. Strongly encourage people 65 or older and others especially at risk to watch or 

participate in the service remotely. 

m. Designate an area inside the facility reserved for the at-risk population or offer 

a service for at-risk population attendees only. 

n. Ensure proper spacing between attendees: 

i. Keep at least two empty seats (or six feet of separation) between 

parties in any row, except as follows: 

- Two or more members of the same household can sit next to 

one another, with two seats (or six feet separation) empty on 

either side. 

- Alternate rows between attendees (every other row left empty). 

Maintain a 6-foot distance from one another. 

 

2. The Church has been and will continue to consider each of these guidelines in its day-

to-day operations until which time all restrictions are removed and/or recommended.  

The following Phased Return Plan is recommended with the church staying in the 

current phase, Phase 1 until which time the church determines it is safe and 

responsible to move to the next phase: 

  



Church Activity  Phase 1  Phase 2  Phase 3 

A.M. Worship   Drive-in/FB  In-Person w/Caution In-Person - Relaxed 

P.M. Worship   None   None   In-Person - Relaxed 

Sunday School  Online/FB/Mail In-Person w/Caution In-Person - Relaxed 

Choir Practice   None   None   Full Choir w/Caution 

Choir Presentation  None   Solos, Family Group Full Choir w/Caution 

Prayer/Business Mtg.  Online & In-Person+ In-Person w/Caution Normal 

Fellowships/Other Activities None   Limited  Normal - Relaxed  

Visitation/Counseling  Telephone/Zoom/FB In-Person w/Caution In-Person - Relaxed  

Immuno-compromised Online Only  Online Only  In-Person w/Caution 

 

FB = Facebook 

+    = With (w/) Caution 

 

The church will remain in Phase 1 until at least, Wednesday, June 3rd (our next Business 

Meeting).  We will then re-examine all factors and determine if we are ready to enter Phase 2, in 

which we cautiously re-enter the building and continue In-Person worship and Sunday School.   

 

Phase 2 Guidelines 

1. Members are encouraged to study and be aware of current conditions and risk factors 

associated with COVID-19. Those in the congregation with preexisting conditions 

and those over 65 years old are at a higher risk of contracting COVID-19 and 

experiencing worse symptoms than others if they contract the virus.  With these facts 

in mind, each member should make up his or her own mind regarding returning to 

normal church worship attendance and involvement acknowledging that they do so, at 

their own risk. 

 

2. Members are encouraged to take any necessary measures to protect themselves and 

others from possible transmission of disease when returning to worship.  These 

include: 

a. Wearing of masks 

b. Avoiding physical contact (shaking of hands, hugging, etc.) with others and 

touching highly contaminable areas:  doorknobs, bathroom counters, etc.  

c. Avoiding touching of one’s face 

d. Frequent washing of hands and use of hand sanitizer 

 

3. In anticipation of a return to worship inside the church building, the following 

preparations are being (or should be) made: 

A. Building & Grounds Preparations 

a. Building 

i. Building Cleaning (Thorough) 

- Disinfecting/Sanitizing Doors, Door Knobs, Pews, 

Bathrooms & Fixtures, Light Switches, Water 

Fountains, and others Surfaces typically touched 

by worshipers. Refer to CDC Cleaning 

Guidelines. 



- Removal of any Dead Bugs, Cob Webs, etc. that 

may have accumulated during the building 

closure. 

- Typical Cleaning in Preparation for Weekly 

Services 

ii. Kitchen & Cabinets– Check for Proper Refrigerator/Freezer 

Operation & Cleanout of Old, Expired Foods, etc. 

iii. Bugs & Vermin Inspection (Cooks Pest Control) 

iv. Electrical Systems/AC Check 

v. Plumbing Checked 

vi. Set-up 4 Sanitizing Stations at the 4 Major Entrances to the 

Church (Sanctuary Entrance, Handicapped Entrance, 

Children’s/Youth Sunday School Entrance, & Fellowship 

Hall Entrance) Containing: 

- Hand Sanitizer (60 % Alcohol Content – 

Minimum) 

- Masks 

- Tissues 

b. Grounds 

i. Yard Mowed 

ii. Shrubs Trimmed 

iii. Removal of Limbs and Other Debris from Parking Lot and 

Adjacent Cemetery and Property 

iv. Removal of any Items that preclude or inhibit Safe Entry 

into the Building 

c. Signage 

i. Display signage that outlines and encourages proper 

personal precautions for disease mitigation such as: 

1. Signage that discourages hand shaking and/or other 

greetings that require physical touch. 

2. Signage that outlines and encourages proper 

handwashing techniques 

3. Signage the outlines and encourages use of masks 

 

B. Personnel, Staff, & Volunteer Preparations 

i. Personnel/Staff 

1. Refrain from Handshakes & Touching/Hugging 

others and encourage others to follow this example 

2. Wear Facemasks when in proximity of others 

ii. Greeting & Ushering 

1. Entryway Doors should be propped open before and 

after services so that individuals will not have to 

touch the doors. 

2. Facemasks are encouraged 

3. Refrain from Handshakes 

4. Refrain from Touching/Hugging Others 



iii. Security  

1. Have individuals in place to handle any safety & 

security issues that may emerge 

2. Facemasks are encouraged 

3. Position someone at the security screens in the back 

to monitor the outdoor cameras 

C. Facebook LIVE Online Worship 

a. Services will continue to be Live-streamed via Facebook LIVE for 

those unable or unwilling to return to worship 

b. Internet Service/Installation should be investigated to facilitate 

church-provided streaming vs. individual-provided streaming 

c. Investigate Audio & Visual equipment necessary to facilitate 

online streaming. 

 

4. Worship Adjustments 

a. Seating 

i. Keep at least two empty seats (or six feet of separation) between parties in 

any row, except as follows: 

1. Two or more members of the same household can sit next to one 

another, with two seats (or six feet separation) empty on either 

side. 

2. Alternate rows between attendees (every other row left empty). 

Maintain a 6-foot distance from one another. 

 

b. Greeting Recommendations 

i. Smile 

ii. Eye-Contact 

iii. Positive 

iv. Welcoming 

v. Spoken 

vi. Restrained from Touching – No Handshaking or Hugging.  

 

c. Pastor’s Pals/Children’s Sermon 

i. For the immediate future, there will be no Pastor’s Pals/Children’s Sermon 

in the worship service. 

ii. This decision will be re-examined in the coming months using emerging 

public health data. 

 

d. Choir/Special Music 

i. For the immediate future, there will be no Choir Practice or Choir 

Performances in the worship services. 

ii. In lieu of Choir Performances, Special Music will be provided by Soloists, 

Duets, Quartets, Instrumentalists, and Congregational songs. 

iii. This decision will be re-examined in the coming months using emerging 

public health data. 

 



e. Offering Collection 

i. Collecting Tithes & Offerings is Biblical 

1. Exodus 36:1-6 – Collecting offerings for the building of the 

Temple took place in Old Testament times. 

2. Malachi 3:10 - “bringing tithes and offerings into the storehouse” 

is spoken of as an act of worship. 

3. 1 Corinthians 16:2 – Individuals set aside a portion of their income 

to be offered on the first day of the week (Sundays) 

  

ii. Numerous Methods Were Employed in the Bible to Collect Offerings: 

1. 2 Chronicles 24 - Joash Chest 

2. Ezekiel 43:19 – Some offerings were given directly the Priests 

3. Mark 12:41; Luke 21;1-2 – Boxes on the wall of the Temple 

4. Acts 4:35, 37 – Disciples laid their offerings at the feet of the 

Apostles 

5. Acts 2:45 - Disciples gave their offerings directly to others who 

had need 

 

iii. Jesus’ Admonition Regarding Giving 

1. Matthew 6:3 - Jesus said, “Give your gifts in private, and your 

Father, who sees everything, will reward you.” 

 

iv. Passing the Plate? 

1. The tradition of Passing the Plate did not start until after 1833 in 

the United States when churches were no longer supported by 

government taxes. 

2. A Federal Reserve and Bankrate.com study, among other statistics 

show that growing numbers of people carry little to no cash (less 

than $50 – 40% carry less than $20) or even checks on their 

person. People are writing fewer and fewer checks.  Instead, more 

people are utilizing credit cards, debit cards, electronic payments, 

click-to-pay on mobile devices, and other means in which to pay 

bills and donate to causes. 

 

v. Emphasize Alternatives to Passing the Plate: 

1. Placing Offering Plates at the Doors where members may drop 

their offerings before and after the worship services. 

2. Inviting members to come forward to the Altar to place their tithes 

& offerings in the Plate (a predominately African-American 

tradition) 

3. Establishing an Electronic/Online Giving Account & encouraging 

“touchless” giving to the church 

4. Installing Locked Collection Boxes in the Church 

 

  



f. Lord’s Supper  

i. Putting bread cubes and communion cups on trays and passing them down 

the aisles allows for cross-contamination. This happens as individuals 

prepare the trays, as the Pastor and Deacons pass the trays, as people touch 

the trays reaching for the respective elements, and as people in the pews 

help with passing the trays down the aisle to other worshipers. 

ii. Alternatives to the Traditional Lord’s Supper 

1. A table is pre-placed in the front of the sanctuary where the Lord’s 

Supper elements will be pre-positioned before the worship service. 

2. A gloved and masked preparer takes and places disposable plastic 

cups on the table. 

3. The preparer places individual bread wafers in each cup.  

4. Next, the preparer places another disposable cup in the “bread 

cups” and then fills the cups with juice. 

5. The combination of the bread cups and the juice cups is called a 

“Lord’s Supper/Communion Kit.”  

6. At the appointed time, Deacons will invite individuals, by row, to 

come to the front of the church to retrieve a Lord’s Supper/ 

Communion Kit and return to their seats. 

7. For those individuals unable/unwilling to come forward to retrieve 

a Kit, Deacons can be asked by the individuals to bring them a Kit 

to their seats. 

8. As usual, the elements will be taken in order as directed by the 

Pastor. 

9. Though commercial, pre-made Lord’s Supper/Communion Kits 

(that look like coffee creamer containers) are available for 

purchase, many pastors have indicated that Senior Adults and 

Children have had difficulty opening those packets.  This has led to 

delay in the worship service with others having to come to the aid 

of someone unable to open their kit and some actually not taking 

the elements due their frustration in opening their Kit. 

10. An alternative to placing the Table in the front of the sanctuary is 

to have the table in the back of the church and have worshippers 

grab a kit on the way into church and their seats. 

11. Great care will need to be encouraged in walking with the open 

juice Kit to minimize and eliminate spillage. 

12. Individuals picking up and throwing away used cups in the pews 

are encouraged to wear gloves for their own protection 

13. As an alternative, each worshipper could be instructed to remove 

and dispose of their own cups from the pews upon their departure.                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

g. Baptisms 

i. Baptisms will proceed as normal with the exception of the Pastor and 

Baptismal Candidate wearing masks. 

 

 



h. Invitation Procedure 

i. Individuals wishing to make a decision at the end of a worship service 

may still walk forward to pray and/or be received by the Pastor. 

ii. Regardless of the response, all individuals will be encouraged to pray and 

make their decision in the pew where they are seated.   

iii. Worshippers will be invited to write down their decision on their Bulletin 

tab.   

iv. Individuals will then be instructed to place their Bulletin tab in the 

offering plate on their way out the door.   

v. The Bulletin Tab will be used by the Pastor for proper follow-up. 

 

i. Departure from Worship 

i. Rather than an immediate mass departure of worshippers, it is 

recommended to adjourn by rows to allow for proper social distancing.  

ii. The rear doors should be opened to allow easy departure by worshippers. 


